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The  proposed  land-use  plan  contains  wilderness  recommendations  on  1,118,467 
acres  of  public  land  in  Humboldt,  Pershing,  Washoe,  Lander  and  Churchill 
Counties  in  Nevada.   The  action  responds  to  the  mandate  of  Section  603  of  the 
Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1979  to  review  all  public  land 
roadless  areas  of  5,000  acres  or  more  and  roadless  islands  having  wilderness 
characteristics,  determine  their  suitability  or  nonsui tabi li ty  for  wilderness 
designation  and  report  these  suitability  recommendations  to  the  President  no 
later  than  October  21,  1991. 

For  further  information  contact: 
Gerald  L.  Moritz,  EIS  Team  Leader 

705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

or  Call  (702)  623-3676 

Date  the  final  environmental  impact  statement  with  the  wilderness 
recommendations  was  made  available  to  the  public: 
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SUMMARY 


SETTING 

The  Winnemucca  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM)  has  prepared  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  on  18  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs) 
located  in  the  Paradise-Denio  and  Sonoma-Gerlach  Resource  Areas  within  the 
district.   These  18  WSAs  cover  1,118,467  acres  of  the  more  than  8.5  million 
acres  in  the  district  and  contain  about  6,825  acres  of  nonfederal  inholdings 
(see  Map,  page  S-ii).   Through  cooperative  agreement  with  the  Susanvilie, 
California,  District,  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA,  which  overlaps  onto  that 
district,  was  analyzed  In  this  document  since  a  majority  of  the  unit  is  in  the 
Winnemucca  District. 

All  of  the  WSAs  except  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  are  within  five  hours 
driving  time  of  Reno,  Nevada  and  three  are  within  five  hours  driving  time  of 
Sacramento,  California.   One  WSA  is  within  five  hours  driving  time  of  Boise, 
Idaho. 

PURPOSE 

This  EIS  has  been  prepared  as  part  of  the  on-going  wilderness  program  that 
began  in  1976  and  will  aid  in  determining  which  of  the  WSAs — all,  some  or 
none,  should  become  designated  Wilderness.   Prior  to  writing  this  EIS,  an 
intensive  Technical  Report  covering  all  18  WSAs  was  prepared  and  is  the 
primary  data  source  for  this  EIS.   The  Technical  Report  contains  a  detailed 
description  of  all  resources  presently  existing  in  each  WSA,  along  with  other 
policy  criteria  in  far  greater  detail  than  could  be  stated  in  the  EIS.   This 
Technical  Report  is  available  to  the  general  public,  upon  request,  from  the 
Winnemucca  District  Office,  Bureau  of  Land  Management.   In  addition,  the 
district  is  preparing  individual  study  reports,  as  required  by  Federal  Land 
Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA),  on  each  WSA  and  these  reports  will  be 
submitted  along  with  the  EIS  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.   The  Secretary 
will  in  turn  submit  these  documents  to  the  President,  who  then  makes  his 
recommendation  to  Congress.   Summary  Figure  S-l  identifies  these  various  steps. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  ISSUE  IDENTIFICATION  AND  SCOPING 

Prior  to  commencing  this  EIS,  public  scoping  meetings  were  held  in  Gerlach, 
Reno  and  Winnemucca,  attended  by  a  total  of  81  people.   In  addition,  notices 
appeared  in  the  Federal  Register  as  well  as  local  newspapers,  radio  and 
television.   State  and  local  governments  were  also  briefed.   Much  discussion 
centered  around  management  concerns  regarding  wilderness  designation.   Based 
on  this  public  input,  the  following  issues  emerged  as  the  main  topics  of 
analysis  in  this  EIS. 
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SCALE  IN  MILES 


WINNEMUCCA 
DISTRICT 


WINNEMUCCA    DISTRICT    BOUNDARY 
LZZI-WINNEMUCCA   DISTRICT   WSAs 

l-HIGH  ROCK  LAKE     NV.02O-OO7  IOA-BLUE  LAKES      NV.020-600 

2-P00DLE     MTN.         NV.020-012  IOB-BLUE  LAKES  (ALDER  CR.)  NV.020-6OO0 

3A-F0X  RANGE    NV.  020-014  II -SO.  JACKSON  MTNS.    NV.020-603 

3B-F0XRANGE(P0LECR.)NV.020-0I4A  12 -NQ  JACKSON   MTNS.    NV.020-606 

4-CALICO    MTNS.    NV.  020-019  13-BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  NV.020-620 

5-AUGUSTA  MTNS.  NV.030-108  14-PAHUTE  PK.(SO.  BLK.  ROCK)  NV. 020-621 

6-SELENITES     NV.  020-200  I5-N0.  BLK.ROCK  RAN6E    NV. 020-622 

7-MT.  LIMBO    NV.020-201  I6-N0.  FORK  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT   RIVER 
8-TOBIN  MTNS.tCHINA  MT)  NV.  020-827 

NV.  020-406P 
9-T0BINS      NV.020-406Q 

EZI-SUSANVILLE   DISTRICT  WSAs 

17-LITTLE  HIGH  ROCK  CANYON     NV.020-008 
18-HIGH  ROCK  CANYON    NV.  020-006A 

CZ2-BURNS  DISTRICT  WSAs  EZ3-VALE    DISTRICT  WSAs 

I9-PUEBL0    MTNS.   NV.020-642        20-DISASTER    PK.    NV.  020-859 


Summary  Figure  S-l 

Wlnnemucca  District  Wilderness  Program  Steps 

Wlnnemucca  District,  Nevada 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
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Source:     U.S.    nbpnrhnent  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winneraucca  District,  Wlnnemucca,  Nevada,   1983. 


The  following  concerns  were  discussed  during  scoping  but  were  not  included  in 
detailed  analysis  in  this  E1S. 

Wildlife 

Threatened  or  Endangered  Species 

Lands 

Utility  Corridors 

Social-Economic 

Military  Overflights 

Air  Quality 

Wilderness  Qualities 

Water  Quality 

Livestock  Use  and  Operations 

More  Acres  Recommended 

Cultural  Resources 

Rockhounding 

PROPOSED  ACTION  AND  ALTERNATIVES 

Three  alternatives  were  analyzed  for  each  of  the  18  WSAs  in  this  document. 
They  are:   No  Wilderness/No  Action,  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness  Emphasis. 
In  addition,  in  developing  the  Proposed  Action,  four  of  the  WSAs,  High  Rock 
Lake,  Mount  Limbo,  Black  Rock  Desert,  and  South  Jackson  Mountains  underwent 
further  analysis  ending  up  with  four  alternatives  for  these  WSAs.   The 
alternatives  are  summarized  in  the  following  sections.   Also,  refer  to  Table 
S-l  for  a  comparison  of  WSA  acreages  by  alternatives  and  the  summary  tables 
for  each  WSA  in  Chapter  2. 

HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  (007) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   Of  the  61,902  acres  in  the  High  Rock 
Lake  WSA,  14,000  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
The  remaining  47,902  acres,  primarily  the  southern  two  thirds,  would  be 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  designation.   The  primary  impacts  under  this 
alternative  relate  to  the  protection  of  the  wilderness  values  through 
designation,  the  foregone  opportunity  for  potential  energy  and  mineral 
development,  and  loss  of  0RV  accessible  lands. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  14,000  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  which  would  be  enhanced  by  eliminating  0RV  use.   On 
the  47,902  acres  not  designated,  wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by 
continued  0RV  use  and  the  potential  for  energy  and  mineral  entry. 

ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  would  be  foregone  on  the  14,000  designated  acres. 
The  resulting  shift  of  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible.   On 
the  47,902  acres  not  designated,  ORV  use  could  increase  but  not  exceed  850 
visitor  days  annually. 

The  potential  for  mineral  entry  on  the  14,000  acres  designated  would  be 
foregone.   This  would  prevent  exploration  for  the  moderate  potential  metallic 
minerals.   There  would  be  negligible  impact  to  the  high  geothermal  potential 
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Table  S-l 

WSA  Acres  by  Alternative 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca  District,  Nevada 


ALTERNATIVES 


Wilderness  Study  Area 


All  Wilderness 


Wilderness 
Emphasis 


Acres 


Acres 


Preferred 
Alternative 


Acres 


007   -  High  Rock  Lake 
012   -  Poodle  Mountain 
014   -  Fox  Range 
014A  -  Pole  Creek 
019   -  Calico  Mountains 
108   -  Augusta  Mountain 

200  -  Selenite  Mountains 

201  -  Mount  Limbo 
406P  -  China  Mountain 
406Q  -  Tobin  Range 
600   -  Blue  Lakes 
600D  -  Alder  Creek 

603   -  South  Jackson  Mountains 
606   -  North  Jackson  Mountains 

620  -  Black  Rock  Desert 

621  -  Pahute  Peak 

622  -  North  Black  Rock  Range 
827   -  North  Fork  of  the 

Little  Humboldt 


61,902 

53,900 

14,000 

142,050 

87,900 

0 

75,404 

23,600 

0 

12,969 

10,900 

0 

67,647 

58,800 

0 

89,372 

12,800 

0 

32,041 

0 

0 

23,702 

12,900  b 

12,750 

10,358 

8,900  c 

0 

13,107 

0 

0 

20,508 

16,400 

16,400 

5,142 

5,142 

0 

60,211 

20,094 

10,300 

26,457 

11,100 

0 

319,594 

317,734 

174,300 

57,529 

25,200 

25,200 

30,791 

10,700 

0 

69,683 

8,900 

8,900 

TOTAL 


1,118,467 


684,970 


261,850 


a  All  acres  listed  under  each  alternative  are  best  approximates  only, 
^   Includes  200  acres  not  presently  within  the  WSA. 
c  Includes  1,700  acres  not  presently  within  the  WSA. 
"  Includes  50  acres  not  presently  within  the  WSA. 


Source:   Wilderness  files,  Winnemucca  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  Winnemucca,  Nevada,  1983. 


as  nearly  all  acreage  is  currently  under  a  "no  surface  occupancy" 
stipulation.   There  would  be  no  impacts  to  energy  and  mineral  resources  in  the 
nonsuitable  since  there  would  be  no  restriction  on  entry. 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  range  condition  since  the  vegetative  manipulation 
is  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

POODLE  MOUNTAIN  (012) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  142,050 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  750  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
1,500  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

FOX  RANGE  (014) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  75,404 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use,  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential  energy  and 
mineral  entry  would  cause  the  greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use,  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential 
energy  and  mineral  entry.   Presently,  80  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is 
projected  to  increase  to  90  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition. 

POLE  CREEK  (014A) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  12,969 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 
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Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  20  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
100  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

CALICO  MOUNTAINS  (019) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  67,647 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 

recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  200  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
400  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  (108) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  89,372 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  200  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
240  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 
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SELEN1TE  MOUNTAINS  (200) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the 
Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   All  32,041  acres  would  be  recommended  as 
nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  80  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
100  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

MOUNT  LIMBO  (201) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   Of  the  23,702  acres  in  the  Mount 
Limbo  WSA,  12,750  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   The  remaining  10,952  acres,  primarily  the  southeastern  portion 
and  northwest  side  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

The  primary  impacts  under  this  alternative  relate  to  the  protection  of  the 

wilderness  values  through  designation,  the  foregone  opportunity  for  potential 

mineral  development,  foregoing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project, 
and  loss  of  ORV  accessible  lands. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  12,750  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  which  would  be  enhanced  by  eliminating  ORV  use.   On 
the  10,952  acres  not  designated,  wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by 
continued  ORV  use  and  the  potential  for  energy  and  mineral  entry. 

ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  would  be  foregone  on  the  12,750  designated  acres. 

The  resulting  shift  of  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible.   On 

the  10,952  acres  not  designated,  ORV  use  could  increase  but  not  exceed  70 
visitor  hours  annually. 

The  potential  for  energy  and  mineral  entry  on  the  12,750  acres  designated 
would  be  foregone.   This  would  prevent  exploration  opportunities  for  the 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation. 
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CHINA  MOUNTAIN  (408P) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  10,358 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  40  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
50  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition. 

TOBIN  RANGE  (406Q) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the 
Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   All  13,107  acres  would  be  recommended  as 
nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 
Presently,  40  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
50  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

BLUE  LAKES  (600) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the 
Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   Of  the  20,508  acres  in  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA, 
16,400  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.   The 
remaining  4,108  acres,  primarily  a  narrow  strip  along  the  eastern  and  southern 
boundary  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Primary  impact  to  the  WSA  under  this  alternative  would  be  from  mineral 
withdrawal  and  resulting  effect  on  potential  mineral  development.   This  is 
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still  the  case  even  though  approximately  seventeen  percent  of  the  area  is 
under  existing  mineral  withdrawal.   Impacts  from  ORV  use  are  minimal  since 
nearly  ninety  percent  of  the  WSA  is  included  in  an  existing  ORV  closure. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  16,400  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   Since  ninety  percent  of  the  recommended  portion 
and  nearly  half  the  unrecommended  is  presently  closed  to  ORV  use,  there  would 
be  little  change  from  present  day  conditions.   The  potential  for  mineral  entry 
would  be  foregone  as  would  the  exploration  opportunities  for  the  moderate 

potential  metallic  minerals.   On  the  4,108  acres  not  recommended,  about  2,200 
acres  would  be  open  to  ORV  use  and  mineral  entry.   However,  neither  activity 
is  expected  to  show  dramatic  increases  in  the  foreseeable  future. 


ALDER  CREEK  (600D) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   All  5,142  acres  would  be  recommended  as 
nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  cause  the 
greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use  and  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry. 

Presently,  30  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to 
40  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (603) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   Of  the  60,211  acres  in  the  South 
Jackson-Mountains  WSA,  10,300  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  containing  the  best  wilderness  features  of  the  unit. 
The  remaining  49,911  acres  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  designation. 
The  primary  impacts  under  this  alternative  relate  to  the  protection  of  the 
wilderness  values  through  designation  and  the  foregone  opportunity  for 
potential  energy  and  mineral  development. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  10,300  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   On  the  remaining  49,911  acres  not  recommended, 
wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by  continued  ORV  use  and  the  potential  for 
energy  and  mineral  entry. 
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The  potential  for  energy  and  mineral  entry  on  the  10,300  acres  designated 
would  be  foregone.   This  would  prevent  exploration  opportunities  for  the  high 
and  moderate  potential  metallic  minerals. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  2,150  acres. 

NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (606) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  26,457 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  0RV  use,  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential  energy  and 
mineral  entry  would  cause  the  greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  0RV  use,  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential 
energy  and  mineral  entry.   Presently,  60  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which  is 
projected  to  increase  to  75  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  0RV  users. 

There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  4,490  acres. 

BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  (620) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   Of  the  319,594  acres  in  the  Black. 
Rock  Desert  WSA,  174,300  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   The  remaining  145,294  acres,  primarily  the  southern  tip  and 
approximately  a  five  mile  strip  along  the  western  side  would  be  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  designation.   The  primary  impacts  under  this  alternative 
relate  to  the  protection  of  the  wilderness  values  through  designation,  the 
foregone  opportunity  for  potential  energy  and  mineral  development  and  loss  of 
0RV  accessible  lands. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  174,300  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   On  the  remaining  145,294  acres  not  recommended, 
wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by  continued  ORV  use  and  the  potential  for 
energy  and  mineral  entry. 

ORV  use  of  700  visitor  hours  would  be  foregone  on  the  174,300  acres 
designated.   The  resulting  shift  of  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be 
negligible.   On  the  145,294  acres  not  recommended,  ORV  use  would  increase,  but 
not  cause  a  significant  impact. 
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The  potential  for  energy  and  mineral  entry  on  the  174,300  acres  designated 
would  be  foregone.   This  would  prevent  exploration  opportunities  for  the 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals.   It  would  also  prevent  the  exploration 
opportunities  for  the  high  and  moderate  potential  geothermal  resources  along 
the  north,  northwest  and  southeast  boundaries,  and  the  moderate  potential  oil 
and  gas  resources  in  the  entire  recommended  portion. 

PAHUTE  PEAK  (621) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the 
Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   Of  the  57,529  acres  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA, 
25,200  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation.   The 
remaining  32,329  acres,  primarily  the  eastern  half  would  be  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  designation.   The  primary  impacts  under  this  alternative 
relate  to  the  protection  of  the  wilderness  values  through  designation,  the 
foregone  opportunity  for  potential  energy  and  mineral  development  and  loss  of 
ORV  accessible  lands  and  prohibiting  vegetative  manipulation. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  25,200  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   On  the  remaining  32,329  acres  not  recommended, 
wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by  continued  ORV  use  and  the  potential  for 
energy  and  mineral  entry. 

ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  would  be  foregone  on  the  25,200  acres  designated. 
The  resulting  shift  of  this  use  to  other  public  lands  would  be  negligible.   On 
the  32,329  acres  not  recommended,  ORV  use  would  not  cause  a  significant 
impact,  even  if  use  were  to  increase. 

The  potential  for  mineral  entry  on  the  25,200  acres  designated  would  be 
foregone.   This  would  prevent  exploration  opportunities  for  the  moderate 
potential  metallic  minerals.   The  current  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed 
designation  precludes  exploration  opportunities  for  the  high  and  moderate 
potential  geothermal  resources  along  the  western  side. 

Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 

NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  (622) 

Proposed  Action  (No  Wilderness).   This  alternative  recommends  all  30,791 
acres  as  nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Recreation  ORV  use,  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential  energy  and 
mineral  entry  would  cause  the  greatest  impacts  on  wilderness  values. 

Conclusion.   The  naturalness  and  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  would  be  lost  to  ORV  use,  vegetative  manipulation  and  potential 
energy  and  mineral  entry.   Presently,  100  visitor  hours  occur  annually  which 
is  projected  to  increase  to  120  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  to  the  recreational  ORV  users. 
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There  would  be  no  restriction  on  potential  energy  and  mineral  entry  or 
potential  development. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition  on  5,870  acres. 

NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  (827) 

Proposed  Action  (Partial  Wilderness).   This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the 
Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   Of  the  69,683  acres  in  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  WSA,  8,900  acres  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation.   The  remaining  60,783  acres,  primarily  the  less  appealing  flats 
above  the  river  gorge  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  designation.   The 
primary  impacts  under  this  alternative  relate  to  the  protection  of  the 
wilderness  values  through  designation  and  loss  of  ORV  accessible  lands. 

Conclusion.   The  high  wilderness  values  on  8,900  acres  would  receive 
long-term  protection,  protecting  the  areas  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   On  the  remaining  60,783  acres  not  recommended, 
wilderness  values  could  be  reduced  by  continued  ORV  use  and  the  potential  for 
energy  and  mineral  development. 

ORV  use  of  15  visitor  hours  would  be  foregone  on  the  8,900  acres  designated. 
The  resulting  shift  of  this  use  would  be  negligible. 

There  are  no  energy  and  mineral  impacts  associated  with  the  recommended 
portion. 
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INTRODUCTION 


CHAPTER   1 

INTRODUCTION 


Purpose  And  Need  For  Action 

The  purpose  of  this  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  is  to  analyze  the 
environmental  consequences  of  recommending  or  not  recommending  18  Wilderness 
Study  Areas  (WSAs)  within  the  Winnemucca  District  for  wilderness  designation. 
The  analysis  focuses  on  the  environmental  consequences  of  managing  all  WSAs  as 
wilderness,  nonwilderness  and  partial  wilderness. 

From  this  EIS  will  come  a  recommendation  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
regarding  the  suitability  or  nonsuitability  of  18  Wilderness  Study  Areas 
(WSAs)  located  in  the  district.   Section  603  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and 
Management  Act  (FLPMA)  of  October  21,  1976,  directs  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  (BLM)  to  inventory,  study  and  then  report  to  Congress,  through  the 
Secretary,  the  public  lands  suitable  for  inclusion  in  the  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System  (NWPS). 

If  designated  as  wilderness,  an  area  would  be  managed  in  accordance  with  the 
Wilderness  Act  of  1964  and  the  Bureau's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  dated 
September  1981. 

Location  Of  Areas 

There  are  22  WSAs  located  wholly  or  partly  within  the  Winnemucca  District. 
Eighteen  WSAs  will  be  covered  in  this  analysis  while  the  remaining  four  will 
be  addressed  at  a  later  date  by  neighboring  districts  through  inter-district 
agreements.   The  18  WSAs  encompass  1,118,467  acres  (13%)  of  the  approximately 
8.5  million  acres  in  the  Winnemucca  District.   Refer  to  the  district  map  on 
Summary  page  ii. 

All  of  the  WSAs  except  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek,  are  within  five  hours' 
driving  time  of  Reno,  Nevada,  and  three  are  within  five  hours'  driving  time  of 
Sacramento,  California.   One  WSA  is  within  five  hours'  driving  time  of  Boise, 
Idaho. 

Environmental  Issue  Identification  and  Scoping 

Prior  to  commencing  this  EIS,  public  scoping  meetings  were  held  in  Gerlach, 
Reno  and  Winnemucca,  attended  by  a  total  of  81  people.   In  addition,  notices 
appeared  in  the  Federal  Register  as  well  as  local  newspapers,  radio  and 
television.   State  and  local  governments  were  also  briefed.   Much  discussion 
centered  around  management  concerns  regarding  wilderness  designation.   Based 
on  this  public  input,  the  following  issues  emerged  as  the  main  topics  of 
analysis  in  this  EIS. 

1.   Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values:   Wilderness  designation  would  greatly 
benefit  the  present  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude,  scenic  quality 
and  primitive  recreation.   Uses  and  actions  that  could  occur  from 
nondesignation  could  adversely  affect  these  same  values.   Therefore,  the  issue 
for  analysis  is  the  significance  of  the  beneficial  or  adverse  impacts.   This 
is  true  for  all  WSAs. 
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2.  Impacts  on  the  Level  of  Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Developments: 

Wilderness  designation  could  withdraw  designated  lands  from  energy  and  mineral 
entry,  which  could  affect  the  development  of  these  potential  and  known 
resources.   Therefore,  the  issue  for  analysis  is  the  impact  wilderness 
designation  could  have  on  the  development  of  these  potential  known  energy  and 
mineral  resources.   This  is  true  for  all  WSAs  except  Poodle  Mountain,  Mount 
Limbo,  Blue  Lakes,  Alder  Creek,  North  Black  Rock  Range  and  North  Fork  Little 
Humboldt  where  potential  for  development  is  minimal. 

3.  Impacts  on  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  Use:   Wilderness  designation 
would  curtail  recreational  off-road  vehicle  (ORV)  use  in  designated  WSAs  which 
could  shift  current  use  to  adjacent  lands.   Such  action  could  impact  ORV  use 
and  needs  to  be  analyzed  in  the  EIS.   The  exception  to  this  is  Blue  Lakes 
which  has  been  under  a  vehicle  closure  for  the  past  eight  years  and  will 
continue  to  remain  closed  into  the  future. 

4.  Impacts  on  Level  of  Range  Condition:   Wilderness  designation  could 
prevent  the  implementation  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  projects  on 
selected  allotments  within  eight  WSAs.   These  proposed  manipulations  are  to 
convert  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  to  palitable  species  of  grass  for  all 
herbivor  users  and  the  overall  improvement  of  range  condition.   These  proposed 
manipulations  are  all  part  of  larger  proposed  manipulations  that  occur 
primarily  outside  of  the  WSA  boundaries.   Method  of  manipulation  would  be 
decided  at  the  time  the  project  is  drawn-up,  but  would  be  either  mechanical, 
spray,  burn  or  any  combination.   Those  portions  within  the  WSAs  do  not  involve 
any  critical  wildlife  habitat.   The  eight  WSAs  involved  are  High  Rock  Lake, 
Fox  Range,  Mount  Limbo,  China  Mountains,  South  Jackson  Mountains,  North 
Jackson  Mountains,  Pahute  Peak  and  North  Black  Rock  Range.   Regardless  of 
improvements  to  range  conditions,  there  are  no  increases  in  AUMs  anticipated. 

5.  Access  to  Rockhounding  Areas:   Several  people  raised  concern  that  their 
favorite  rockhounding  areas  would  no  longer  be  accessible.   While  every  WSA 
has  the  potential  for  rockhounding,  the  known  documentation  where  access  is  a 
concern  involves  the  following  WSAs:   High  Rock  Lake,  Calico  Mountains, 
Pahute  Peak  and  the  North  Black  Rock  Range.   Access  concerns  will  be 
specifically  addressed  in  the  recreation  portion  for  these  areas. 

The  following  concerns  were  identified  during  scoping  but  were  not  included  in 
detailed  analysis  in  this  EIS  for  the  reasons  given. 

1.  Wildlife:   Concern  was  expressed  as  to  the  affect  wilderness  would  have 
on  wildlife.   It  is  anticipated  that  there  would  be  no  impact  to  either 
wildlife  numbers  or  habitat  based  on  the  projected  mineral  exploration. 
Designation  or  aondesignation  would  not  change  the  present  management, 
therefore,  wildlife  was  dropped  from  further  consideration. 

2.  Hunter  Access:   Concern  was  raised  that  wilderness  would  cut  off  hunter 
access  and  decrease  the  harvest  of  game  animals.   Close  re-examination  of  all 
proposed  wilderness  areas  showed  that  access  ended  prior  to  reaching  the 
proposed  wilderness  boundary  99%  of  the  time,  therefore,  this  concern  was 
dismissed. 

3.  Threatened  or  Endangered  Species :   Based  on  vegetative  and  wildlife 
inventories  and  consultation  with  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  service,  there  are  no 
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known  threatened  or  endangered  species  in  any  of  the  WSAs .   This  concern  was 
dropped. 

4.  Lands:   Since  the  wilderness  policy  guarantees  continued  use  of  private 
inholdings  there  would  be  no  change  resulting  from  designation  or 
nondesignation.   Present  use  of  these  private  inholdings  are  for  livestock 
grazing  which  is  expected  to  continue  for  the  foreseeable  future.   No 
development  of  private  inholdings  are  anticipated  and  therefore,  private 
inholdings  are  not  a  concern  in  this  EIS. 

5.  Utility  Corridors:   Utility  corridors  are  adjacent  to  several  of  the  WSA 
boundaries.   Designation  would  not  significantly  affect  the  utility  lines  as 
there  is  ample  space  outside  the  WSA  boundaries  to  accommodate  these  lines. 
Therefore,  this  concern  was  dropped. 

6.  Social-Economic:   The  effects  of  wilderness  designation  on  local 
social-economic  conditions  was  voiced  as  a  concern.   Presently  there  are  no 
dominant  uses  of  social-economic  magnitude  occurring  within  any  WSA  that  would 
be  curtailed  if  designated.   Therefore  there  would  be  no  significant  effect  on 
private  sector  resources. 

7.  Military  Overflights:   Concern  was  expressed  that  since  many  of  the  WSAs 
are  subject  to  low  level  military  flights,  it  would  greatly  decrease  the. 
opportunities  for  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.   The 
Wilderness  Management  Policy  does  not  prohibit  low-level  overflights.   Such 
flights  are  acceptable  in  areas  considered  for  designation  and  designation 
would  do  little  to  alter  the  present  military  use  pattern  over  these  areas. 
The  concern  was  dropped  from  further  consideration. 

8.  Air  Quality:   The  Wilderness  Management  Policy  states  that  the  bureau 
will  manage  all  wilderness  areas  to  comply  with  established  air  quality 
standards.   Air  quality  classes  in  the  WSAs  would  not  change  with  or  without 
designation.   Therefore,  this  concern  was  dropped. 

9.  Wilderness  Qualities:   The  concern  was  voiced  by  many  that  several  WSAs 

do  not  contain  necessary  wilderness  qualities  and  should  not  be  considered  for 
designation.   During  the  inventory  stage,  it  was  determined  that  all  WSAs 
possessed  at  least  the  minimum  standards  for  wilderness  as  set  forth  by 
Congress  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  and  FLPMA.   Therefore,  this  matter  was 
not  addressed  further. 

10.  Water  Quality:   Concern  was  expressed  about  water  quality.   There  are 
no  known  pristine  waters  in  any  of  the  WSAs.   The  main  contributor  to  water 
quality  degradation  is  livestock  grazing.   Since  grazing  would  be  allowed  to 
continue  at  the  same  level  as  present,  there  should  be  no  change  in  water 
quality. 

11.  Livestock  Use  and  Operations:   Several  people  voiced  concern  that 
livestock  use  and  operations  in  designated  wilderness  areas  would  be  curtailed 
or  severely  modified  thus  creating  a  severe  hardship  on  their  operations.   The 
wilderness  management  policy  allows  for  continued  use  of  wilderness  areas  for 
livestock  operations  and  continued  maintenance  of  existing  developments. 
Therefore,  this  concern  was  dropped  from  analysis. 
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12.  More  Acres  Recommended:   Numerous  comments  were  received  seeking  more 
designated  acres  than  any  of  the  alternatives  offered.   Claims  were  made  that 
since  this  district  is  so  large,  it  should  recommend  more  than  5%  of  the 
districts  lands.   It  has  been  determined  that  all  WSAs  meet  the  standards 
according  to  the  criteria  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Guidance  as  identified 
by  Congress  in  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  and  FLPMA  of  1976.   Therefore,  this 
issue  was  dropped. 

13.  Cultural  Resources:   Consultation  with  State  Historic  Preservation 
officer  during  scoping  determined  that  no  cultural  sites  exist  within  any  of 
the  WSAs  that  qualify  as  National  Register  sites.   Furthermore,  bureau  policy 
dictates  that  a  cultural  resource  inventory  be  conducted  prior  to  permitting 
any  surface  disturbing  activities.   Any  cultural  sites  found  require  some  form 
of  mitigation  to  preserve  the  scientific  information.   Since  none  of  the 
alternatives  would  result  in  an  effect  or  change  in  condition,  cultural 
resources  do  not  warrant  further  consideration. 

Acreage  added  to  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  as  a  result  of  the  Sierra  Club  vs. 
Watt  Litigation. 

On  December  31,  1983,  then  Secretary  of  Interior,  James  Watt  announced  that 
all  split-estate  lands  within  WSAs  be  dropped  from  further  wilderness  review. 
Split-estate  lands  are  lands  in  which  the  government  manages  the  surface  and 
the  subsurface  is  in  private  ownership.   Subsequent  litigation  reversed  this 
decision,  placing  the  split-estate  lands  back  into  the  review  process.   Within 
the  Winnemucca  District  WSA,  there  are  494  acres  of  split-estate  lands  in  the 
High  Rock  Lake  WSA.   These  494  acres  of  split-estate  lands  have  been  included 
in  the  analysis  of  the  WSA  in  this  document. 

Planning  Process,  Selection  of  the  Proposed  Action 

The  process  used  in  this  study  incorporates  various  aspects  of  the  Bureau's 
planning  regulations,  Final  Wilderness  Study  Policy  and  Council  on 
Environmental  Quality  (CEQ)  regulations.   The  proposed  action  was  formulated 
in  accordance  to  the  requirements  in  the  planning  regs  and  supplemented  by  the 
specific  factors  outlined  in  the  Wilderness  Study  Policy. 

Only  those  areas  would  be  recommended  as  suitable  where  the  Bureau,  after 
careful  analysis,  deems  wilderness  to  be  the  most  appropriate  use  of  land  and 
resources.   The  areas  recommended  suitable  in  the  Proposed  Action  are  only 
areas  deemed  to  hold  high  wilderness  values.   The  Proposed  Action  recommends 
portions  of  High  Rock  Lake  (14,000  acres  suitable,  47,902  nonsuitable) ,  Mount 
Limbo  (12,750  acres  suitable,  10,952  acres  nonsuitable),  Blue  Lakes  (16,400 
acres  suitable,  4,108  acres  nonsuitable),  South  Jackson  Mountains  (10,300 
acres  suitable,  49,911  acres  nonsuitable),  Black  Rock  Desert  (174,300  acres 
suitable,  145,294  acres  nonsuitable),  Pahute  Peak  (25,200  acres  suitable, 
32,329  acres  nonsuitable),  and  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  (8,900  acres 
suitable,  60,783  acres  nonsuitable),  for  a  total  of  261,850  acres  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation.   The  Proposed  Action  further  recommends  the 
following  areas  as  nonsuitable  in  their  entirety:   Poodle  Mountain  (142,050 
acres),  Fox  Range  (75,404  acres),  Pole  Creek  (12,969),  Calico  Mountain  (67,647 
acres),  Augusta  Mountains  (89,372  acres),  Selenite  Mountains  (32,041  acres), 
China  Mountain  (10,358  acres),  Tobin  Range  (13,107  acres),  Alder  Creek  (5,142 
acres),  North  Jackson  Mountains  (26,457  acres)  and  North  Black  Rock  Range 
(69,683  acres)  for  a  total  of  856,467  acres,  see  Summary  Table  S-l. 
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Alternatives  To  The  Proposed  Action 

The  overall  goal  of  each  alternative  is  to  apply  the  principles  of  multiple 
use  and  sustained  yield  through  the  allocation  of  resources.   The  Wilderness 
Study  Policy  requires  a  range  of  alternatives  offering  a  choice  from 
preservation  to  development.   Several  alternatives  are  analyzed  in  the  E1S. 
The  All  Wilderness  alternative  for  each  WSA  recommends  the  maximum  acreage 
that  could  be  designated.   No  Wilderness/No  Action  alternative,  which  are  the 
same  in  this  document,  recommends  none  of  the  WSA  be  designated  and  the  lands 
would  continue  to  be^ managed  according  to  the  current  Management  Framework 
Plan  (MFP)  for  the  district.   The  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  which 
emphasized  enhancement  of  wilderness,  recommends  portions  of  sixteen  WSAs 
totaling  684,970  acres  as  suitable  for  wilderness. 

Alternatives  Considered  But  Dropped 

Two  alternatives  were  proposed  and  considered.   The  basis  of  the  first 
consideration  were  the  recommendations  from  the  bureau's  planning  document  for 
the  district.   The  MFP  II  Recommendation  for  each  WSA  was  examined  as  a 
possible  alternative.   Portions  of  seven  WSAs  were  recommended  for  wilderness 
and  11  WSAs  were  recommended  No  Wilderness.   Upon  closer  examination  it  was 
determined  that  the  recommendations  for  those  seven  WSAs  were  nearly  identical 
to  either  All  Wilderness  or  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternatives.   The 
recommendations  did  not  offer  discernable  differences  in  either  acreage  or 
distinguishing  features  to  provide  for  a  reasonable  alternative.   The  basis  of 
the  second  consideration  was  to  recommend  portions  of  every  WSA  as 
wilderness.   It  was  dropped  from  analysis  since  it  took  the  Wilderness 
Emphasis  Alternative  and  added  acreage  back  in,  making  it  nearly  identical  to 
the  All  Wilderness  alternative.   It  did  not  identify  values  or  features  not 
previously  addressed  by  the  other  alternatives.   It  was  presented  in  order  to 
secure  a  greater  percentage  of  the  district  acreage  recommended  for  wilderness 
designation.   Since  the  alternatives  presented  in  the  EIS  offer  a  fair  and 
justifiable  range  for  analysis,  the  proposed  alternatives  were  dropped.   No 
other  alternatives  were  proposed  which  identified  other  values  or  features  not 
covered  by  the  afore  mentioned  alternatives. 
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CHAPTER  2 
PROPOSED  ACTION  AND  ALTERNATIVES 


The  following  represents  a  description  of  existing  and  planned  actions  and  the 
best  projections  of  future  patterns  of  activities  anticipated  for  each  WSA  and 
alternative. 


HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  (007) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

The  proposed  action  recommends  14,000  acres  of  public  lands  in  the  High  Rock 
Lake  WSA  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  47,902  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

In  the  suitable  portion  3,000  acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  would  be  closed  to 
vehicles.  This  would  also  include  one  mile  of  way.  No  ORV  visitor  use  would 
occur  and  no  new  roads  would  be  built.  Presently,  there  are  10  visitor  hours 
of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  20 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

Future  management  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  12  miles  of  way 
plus  possibly  create  four  miles  of  way  along  the  south  end  by  rockhounds .   Two 
additional  miles  of  way  would  be  made  around  the  west  side  of  High  Rock  Lake 
by  people  trying  to  reach  the  west  side  of  Box  Canyon  and  two  more  miles  on 
the  north  end  would  be  created  by  people  trying  to  make  their  way  around  the 
springs  present.   Presently,  there  are  50  hours  of  ORV  visitor  use  annually  in 
this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  120  visitor 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  140%. 

Other  Recreation. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  the  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation 
activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature 
study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related  activities 
would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Approximately  100  hours  of  rockhounding  would  still  occur.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  the  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  800  visitor  hours  annually  of 
rockhound  activity.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  a  total  of  10  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone.   Three 
precious  opal  discoveries  consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles  and  three 
miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  40  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone  and  20 
acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  480  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  10-megawatt  powerplants  on  private 
land  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  WSA.   An  associated  five  acres  of  disturbance 
within  the  WSA,  consisting  of  one  well  pad,  \   mile  of  access  road,  pipeline 
and  powerline,  would  occur  just  outside  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  area  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  \   mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  along  Smoky  Canyon  and 
five  acres  along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   Geothermal  space  heating 
serving  active  opal  mines  consisting  of  two  small  well  pads  and  one  mile  of 
pipeline  would  disturb  five  acres  near  Willow  Creek  and  five  acres  near 
Donnelly  Creek.   Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as 
there  are  no  existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or 
without  geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  on  the 
5,935  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  95  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  623  AUMs  on  the  14,000  acres  recommended  suitable  and  2,453  AUMs  on  the 
47,902  acres  recommended  nonsuitable. 

Maintenance  of  existing  developments  (1.5  miles  of  fence)  would  continue  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


2-2 


In  the  nonsui table  portion  there  is  a  3,320  acre  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  project  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the  WSA  which  would  be 
implemented.   Method  of  manipulation  would  be  either  mechanical  or  prescribed 
burning,  followed  by  seeding. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  61,902  acres  in  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  13.4  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed  and  no  ORV  use 
would  be  allowed  in  the  unit.   Presently  there  are  60  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  the  WSA.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  140 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonraotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   There  would  be  approximately  200 
hours  of  rockhounding  In  the  unit.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  60  acres  of 
high  potential  nonmetallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  three  precious  opal  mines,  consisting  of  small  open  cuts, 
waste  piles  and  three  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  40  acres  in  the 
Donnelly  Creek  zone  and  20  acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  60  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,067  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  reservoir,  1 
pipeline,  2  troughs,  2  springs  and  3  fences  totalling  8.5  miles)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy.   The  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to 
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vegetative  manipulation,  precluding  the  implementation  of  a  3,320  acre 
proposed  project  in  the  southwest  portion. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  53,900  acres  suitable  for  designation  in  the  High 
Rock  Lake  WSA  and  8,002  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  75  percent  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  (15,000  acres) 
would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  include  eight  miles  of  way.   No  new 
roads  would  be  built  and  no  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur.   Presently,  there  are 
40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected 
to  increase  to  approximately  90  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  125%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  five  miles  of  way  present 
plus  possibly  create  two  miles  of  way  around  High  Rock  Lake  by  people  trying 
to  reach  the  west  side  of  Box  Canyon.   One  mile  of  way  would  be  created  in  the 
northern  section  by  people  trying  to  make  their  way  around  the  springs  there. 
Presently,  there  are  20  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  in  this  portion.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  approximately  50  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  150%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation 
activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature 
study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related  activities 
would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   An  estimated  180  visitor  hours  of  rockhounding  would  still  occur.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  the  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  550  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually .   No  recreation  facilities  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  40  acres  of 
high  potential  nonmetallic  minerals  and  raining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  two  precious  opal  mines,  consisting  of  small  open  cuts, 
waste  piles  and  2\   miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  20  acres  in  the  Donnelly 
Creek  zone  and  20  acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone. 
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Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Donnelly  Creek 
zone.   One  precious  opal  discovery  consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles 
and  \   mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  20  acres  in  the  southern  portion  of 
the  Donnelly  Creek  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  100  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  10  megawatt  powerplants  on  private 
land  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  WSA.   An  associated  10  acres  of  disturbance 
within  the  WSA,  consisting  of  two  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  road,  pipeline 
and  powerline,  would  occur  just  outside  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  area  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Views hed. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  along  the  southeast  side  of  the 
WSA.   Geothermal  space  heating  serving  active  opal  mines  consisting  of  one 
small  well  pad  and  \   mile  of  pipeline  would  disturb  five  acres  near  Donnelly 
Creek.   Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  there  are 
no  existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without 
geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  85  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  2,706  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  361  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2  fences  totaling  7.5 
miles)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the 
constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  projects 
precluding  the  proposed  implementation  on  2,200  acres.   The  nonsuitable 
portion  would  remain  open  which  would  allow  1,120  acres  to  be  manipulated. 

NO  WILDERNESS 

All  61,902  acres  in  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  60  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  75 
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visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  expected  to  reach  140 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%.   There  are  two 
cherrystemed  roads  (2.3  miles)  within  this  unit.   Eleven  ways  are  present 
encompassing  13.4  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  maintained 
or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  three  miles  of  way  in  the 
northern  portion  by  ORV  users  trying  to  navigate  around  the  springs  there. 
Two  more  miles  of  way  would  be  made  by  people  trying  to  make  their  way  around 
High  Rock  Lake  to  reach  the  west  side  of  Box  Canyon.   Four  additional  miles  of 
way  would  be  made  by  rockhounds  in  the  south  end  of  the  unit. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities  in  addition  to 
recreational  ORV  use.   They  include  hiking,  camping,  photography,  nature  study 
and  sightseeing.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly 
but  their  combined  total  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for 
the  long  term.   An  exception  is  rockhounding.   The  present  annual  use  is 
approximately  1,000  visitor  hours  and  is  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every 
10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and 
none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  four  miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads, 
dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  10  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone, 
five  acres  in  the  Box  Canyon  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Fly  Canyon  zone. 
Three  precious  opal  discoveries  consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles  and 
three  miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  40  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone 
and  20  acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  600  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  10-megawatt  powerplants  on  private 
land  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  WSA.   An  associated  10  acres  of  disturbance 
within  the  WSA,  consisting  of  two  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads, 
pipeline  and  powerline,  would  occur  just  outside  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy" 
area  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  one  mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  along  Smoky  Canyon  and 
10  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA.   Geothermal  space  heating  for  active 
opal  mines  consisting  of  two  small  well  pads  and  one  mile  of  pipeline  would 
disturb  five  acres  near  Willow  Creek  and  five  acres  near  Donnelly  Creek. 
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Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  there  are  no 
existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without 
geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  on  the 
5,935  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  115  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,067  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (reservoirs, 
pipelines,  troughs,  springs,  fences)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means 
the  bureau  deems  appropriate.   Since  the  entire  area  would  remain  open,  the 
proposed  3,320  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  be  implemented. 

POODLE  MOUNTAIN  (012) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  142,050  acres  in  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  750  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  1,000  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  1,700  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  127%.   There  are  four  cherrystemed  roads  that  cover  19  miles. 
There  are  36  ways  encompassing  77  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails 
are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southeast  portion  below  the  mesa  and  three  miles  of  way  on  the  mesa.   Other 
possible  ways  include  one  mile  in  the  southwest  section  and  one  mile  in  the 
northwest  section.   These  ways  would  be  made  by  rockhounds  and  amateur 
prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   The  present  annual  use  by  rockhounds  is  500  visitor  hours  and  is 
expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   Rockhounding  is  expected  to 
remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  long  term.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 
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DIFFERENT   MINERALS  (SEE  TEXT). 
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PROPOSED  VEGETATIVE   MANIPULATION 
(3,320  acres) 


VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
NV-020-007     HIGH  ROCK  LAKE 


HIGH  ROCK  LAKE 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Suitable:  Wilderness  values  would 
De  preserved  on  14,000  acres. 
The  special  features  -  Fly  Canyon 
potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
Canyon  and  Applegate-Lassen  view- 
shed  are  within  the  suitable 
14,000  acres. 

Nonsultable:  Naturalness  would 
oe  impaired  on  approximately  19% 
or  14,415  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipu- 
lation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  3%  or 
1,615  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased 
due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegeta- 
tive manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  in  the  nonsultable  portion. 


Ten  visitor  hours  of  present 
annual  ORV  use  and  20  hours  of 
foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed 
on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  present  50  visitor  hours  to 
120  hours. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  soli- 
tude and  primitive  recreation 
would  be  preserved  throughout  the 
WSA  except  for  60  acres  of  valid 
discoveries  located  in  Willow 
Creek  zone  (20  ac.)  and  Donnelly 
Creek  zone  (40  ac).  The  special 
features  -  Fly  Canyon  potholes, 
High  Rock  Lake,  Box  Canyon  and 
Applegate-Lassen  viewshed  would 
receive  long-term  protection. 


Sixty  visitor  hours  of  present 
ORV  use  and  140  hours  of  fore- 
seeable future  use  would  be  fore- 
gone annually.  This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Suitable:  Wilderness  values 
would  be  preserved  on  53,900 
acres.  The  special  features  - 
Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock 
Lake,  Box  Canyon  and  Applegate- 
Lassen  viewshed  are  all  within 
the  suitable  53,900  acres. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
De  impaired  on  approximately  52* 
or  4,165  acres  as  a  result  of 
increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipu- 
lation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely 
impacted  on  approximately  17%  or 
1,400  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased 
due  to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegeta- 
tive manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  1n  the  nonsuitable  por- 
tion. 


Forty  visitor  hours  of  present 
annual  ORV  use  and  90  hours  of 
foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed 
on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsultable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  present  20  visitor  hours  to 
50  hours  annually. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  23%  or  14,435  acres 
as  a  result  of  increased  ORV  use, 
surface  disturbance  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 


Solitude  would  be  adversely 
impacted  on  approximately  3%  or 
1,955  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased 
due  to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegeta- 
tive manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  would 
receive  long-term  protection  from 
ORV   use,   energy   and   mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  present  60  visitor  hours  to 
140  hours. 


HIGH  ROCK  LAKE 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    Projected  geothermal  exploration 
Energy       opportunities  would  be  foregone 
Developments  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration 
and  development  of  2  small  geo- 
thermal well  pads  and  2  small 
space  heating  wells  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion, 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal 
Mineral       exploration  opportunities  would 
Developments  be  foregone  in  the  suitable 
portion. 


Impacts  On 

Range 

Condition 


Projected  base-precious  metal 
exploration  and  development  of 
3  small  precious  opal  mines  would 
be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 


In  the  suitable  portion,  no  range 
improvement  projects  would  occur. 
There  would  be  no  change  in  range 
condition. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  the 
3,320  acre  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  would  be  permitted, 
resulting  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration 
and  development  of  2  small  geo- 
thermal well  pads  and  2  small 
space  heating  wells  would  be 
foregone. 


The  impact  would  be  the  foregone 
base-precious  metal  exploration 
opportunities.   No  impact  would 
occur  to  development  of  3  precious 
opal  mines  due  to  valid  discover- 
ies. 


The  3,320  acre  proposed  vegeta- 
tive manipulation  project  would 
not  occur.   There  would  be  no 
improvement  in  range  condition 
on  those  areas. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration 
and  development  of  2  small  geother- 
mal well  pads  and  2  small  space 
heating  wells  would  be  allowed. 


Projected  base-precious  metal 
exploration  and  development  of 
3  small  precious  opal  mines  would 
be  allowed. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration 
and  development  of  1  small  space 
heating  well  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration 
and  development  of  2  small  geo- 
thermal well  pads  and  1  small 
space  heating  well  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal 
exploration  opportunities  would 
be  foregone.  Projected  base- 
precious  metal  exploration  and 
development  of  2  small  precious 
opal  mines  would  be  allowed  due 
to  valid  discoveries  in  the 
suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal 
exploration  and  development  of 
1  small  precious  opal  mine  would 
be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  no  range  The  3,320  acre  proposed  vegetative 

Improvement  projects  would  occur,  manipulation  would  occur  resulting 

There  would  be  no  change  in  range  in  an  improvement  in  range  condi- 

condition.  tion. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion, 
approximately  1,120  acres  pro- 
posed for  vegetative  manipulation 
would  occur,  resulting  in  an 
improvement  in  range  condition. 


Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short  term  interest  within  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA  is 
likely.  This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration, 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts  resulting  in  five  acres  of  disturbance  in  Squaw  Creek 
zone,  five  acres  in  Indian  Rock  zone  and  five  acres  in  Hog  Spring  zone.  All 
of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  1,400  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  addition  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  and  cinder  pits  are  depleted  additional 
pits  would  likely  be  developed.   Two  county  gravel  pits  and  \   mile  of  access 
roads  would  involve  20  acres  along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   One  county 
cinder  pit  and  \   mile  of  access  road  would  involve  10  acres  in  the  northeast 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Continued  interest  would  result  in  additional  decorative  stone  sales  with 
associated  cross-country  travel  and  loading  areas  disturbing  five  acres  in  the 
Jones  Flat  area  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  two  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  along  the 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  some  exploration 
activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional  leasing  activities. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  65  acres. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  142^050  acres  in  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   Seventy-seven  miles 
of  way  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There  would 
be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  unit.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  750 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  1,700 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  127%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
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displaced  to  other  areas  in  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   No  recreation  facilities  or 
horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are.  presently  planned. 
Three  hundred  hours  of  rockhounding  use  would  still  occur  in  the  unit. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  87,900  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  54,150  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

For  the  suitable  portion,  23%  (10,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  would 
be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  include  23  miles  of  way.   No  new  roads 
would  be  constructed  and  no  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur.   Presently,  there  are 
50  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected 
to  increase  to  approximately  110  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  120%. 

Future  ORV  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  an  existing  55  miles 
of  way.  One  additional  mile  of  way  would  be  created  in  the  northwest  portion 
by  rockhounds  and  hunters.  Presently,  there  are  700  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  this  portion.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately 
1,550  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  121%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   One  hundred  hours  of  rockhounding  use  would  still  occur  in 
this  portion.   No  recreational  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
suitable  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  350  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  planned. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  cinder  pits  are  depleted,  additional  pits  would 
likely  be  developed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion.   One  county  cinder  pit  and  \ 
mile  of  access  road  would  disturb  10  acres  in  the  northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Continued  interest  would  result  in  additional  decorative  stone  sales  with 
associated  cross-country  travel  and  loading  areas  disturbing  five  acres  in  the 
Jones  Flat  area  in  the  northern  portion  of  WSA. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/minerals  would  be 
approximately  15  acres. 

FOX  RANGE  (014) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  75,404  acres  in  the  Fox  Range  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  80  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  90  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  approximately 
175  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  and  increase  of  119%. 
There  are  three  cherrystemed  roads  which  cover  8  miles.   Sixteen  ways  are 
present,  encompassing  18  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are 
maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
northwest  corner,  two  miles  in  the  southwest  section  and  three  miles  in  the 
eastern  section.   These  ways  would  be  created  mainly  by  rockhounds,  hunters 
and  amateur  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  1,500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Rockhounding  is  not  included  in  this  figure.   The  present  annual 
use  by  rockhounds  is  approximately  350  visitor  hours  and  is  expected  to 
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NV-020-012,  CA-020-618  &  621  POODLE  MOUNTAIN 

MINERAL    POTENTIAL 


POODLE  MOUNTAIN 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 

-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 

Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 


None  of  the  142,050  acres  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximate- 
ly b%   or  8,065  acres  as  a  result  of  increased 
ORV  use  and  surface  disturbance  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  1,105  acres  or  less  than  1% 
from  increased  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

There  are  no  special  features  in  the  WSA  to 
receive  long-term  protection. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
tinue as  projected  from  the  current  750 
visitor  hours  to  1,700  hours  annually. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportuni- 
ties would  be  allowed. 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 
Mineral       and  development  of  2  small  gravel  pits,  1 
Developments  small  cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales 
would  be  allowed. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA. 


Seven  hundred  and  fifty  visitor  hours  of 
current  ORV  use  and  1,700  hours  of  foresee- 
able future  use  would  be  foregone  annually. 
This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and 
development  of  2  small  gravel  pits,  1  small 
cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales  would 
be  foregone. 


Suitable:  Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  t)/,yuO  acres.  There  are  no  special  features 
1n  the  suitable  portion. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  2*  or  1,015  acres  as  a  result  of 
increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  255  acres  or  less  than  IS  from 
increased  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity. 


Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

There  are  no  special  features  in  the  non- 
suitable  portion. 

Fifty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
110  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  cureent  700  visitor  hours  to  1,550 
hours  annually. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and 
development  of  2  small  gravel  pits  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

The  projected  development  of  1  small  cinder 
pit  and  decorative  stone  sales  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Fox  Range  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  320  acre 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  three  mile  access  road  (100  acres 
in  the  WSA)  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  area.   Development  of  two  underground 
precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and 
staging  areas  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone. 

Base  and  precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  four 
miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five 
acres  would  occur  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  and  20  acres  in  the  Reynard 
Siding  zone.   Similar  exploration  activities  for  tungsten  and  molybdenum 
disturbing  five  acres  would  occur  in  the  Rodeo  Creek  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  2,100  acres  of 
mining  claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  small  10  megawatt  powerplants  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines 
disturbing  20  acres  along  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  would  occur  along  the  west 
side  and  15  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  867  acres  of  existing  geothermal  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  on 
2,267  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  200  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  2,141  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (6 
springs,  1  reservoir,  2  corrals  and  1.5  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished 
by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate.   Since  the  entire  area  would 
remain  open,  the  proposed  940  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  along  the 
southeast  boundary  would  be  implemented. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  75,404  acres  in  the  Fox  Range  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  18  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed  and  there  would 
be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  area.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  175 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  1,500  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Three  hundred  visitor  hours  of 
rockhounding  would  still  occur.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Fox  Range  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  100  acres  of 
high  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in  the 
development  of  a  320  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and 
associated  three  mile  access  road  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  zone  and  two  10  acre 
underground  precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste 
dumps  and  staging  areas  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  120  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  2,141  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (6  springs,  1 
reservoir,  2  corrals  and  1.5  miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness 
area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness 
Management  Policy.   There  is  a  940  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation 
project  along  the  southeast  boundary  that  would  be  precluded  since  the  area 
would  be  closed  to  manipulation. 


2-22 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  23,600  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  51,804  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  8%  (1,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  would  be 
closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  include  four  miles  of  ways.   No  new  roads  or 
recreation  facilities  would  be  allowed.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in 
this  portion.   Presently,  there  are  20  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in 
this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  45  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  14  miles  of  way  plus 
possibly  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the  northwest  corner,  two 
miles  in  the  southwest  portion  and  three  miles  in  the  eastern  section.   These 
ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  mainly  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  amateur 
prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  60  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in 
this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  140  visitor 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  activities 
would  remain  below  1,500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Approximately  150  visitor  hours  of  rockhounding  would  occur  in  this 
portion.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
suitable  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion,  except  that  there  would  be  125  visitor  hours  of 
rockhound  activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-terra  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  320  acre  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  (100  acres  in 
the  WSA)  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  area.   Development  of  two  underground 
precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and 
staging  area  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone. 
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Base  and  precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  three 
miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five 
acres  would  occur  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  and  15  acres  in  the  Reynard 
Siding  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  1,970  acres  of 
mining  claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  small  10  megawatt  powerplants  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines 
disturbing  20  acres  along  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  would  occur  along  the  west 
side  and  15  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  867  acres  of  existing  geothermal  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed . 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or  on 
the  969  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  190  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  809  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,332  AUMs  in  the  area  recommended 
nonsuitable.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (4  springs,  1  reservoir 
and  1  corral)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which 
would  allow  the  implementation  of  a  proposed  940  acre  project  along  the 
southeast  boundary. 

POLE  CREEK  (014A) 
PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  12,969  acres  in  the  Pole  Creek  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  20  visitor  hours  would  increase  by  approximately  25%  over  the 
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-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA  except  for  100  acres  of  valid  dis- 
coveries in  Cottonwood  Creek  and  Wild  Horse 
Canyon  zones. 

The  special  features  would  receive  long-term 
protection  except  in  Cottonwood  Creek  where 
valid  discoveries  would  impair  the  values. 


None  of  the  75,404  acres  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 

Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximate- 
ly 19%  or  14,140  acres  as  a  result  of  in- 
creased ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  4*  or  3,400  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

None  of  the  special  features  -  Pah  Rum  Peak, 
Cottonwood  Canyon  or  Nobel's  Route  immigrant 
trail  viewshed  would  receive  long-term  protec- 
tion from  ORV  use  or  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con-    Eighty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
tinue  as  projected  from  the  present  80  visitor  175  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
hours  to  175  hours  annually.  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily 

absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  2  small  geothermal  powerplants  would 
be  allowed. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  2  small  geothermal  powerplants  would 
be  foregone. 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  2.5,600  acres.  The  special  feature  of  Pah 
Rum  Peak  would  receive  long-term  protection. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on 
approximately  10%  or  5,130  acres  as  a  result  of 
increased  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 


Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  6%  or  3,230  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

The  special  features  of  Cottonwood  Canyon  and 
Nobels'  Route  Immigrant  trail  viewshed  would 
not  receive  long-term  protection. 


Twenty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  45 
hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be  fore- 
gone annually  in  the  suitable  portion.  This 
use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  to  140  hours 
annually. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone  1n  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  2  small  geothermal  powerplants  would 
be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


FOX  RANGE 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration, 
Mineral       development  of  1  large  open  pit  and  2  small 
Developments  underground  precious  metal  mines  would  be 
allowed. 


Impacts  On  The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
Range  would  result  in  an  improvement  of  range  con- 
Condition     dition  on  940  acres. 


Projected  base-predous  metal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone.   The  pro- 
jected development  of  1  large  open  pit  and  2 
small  underground  precious  metal  mines  would 
be  allowed  due  to  valid  discoveries. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
would  not  be  permitted  under  wilderness 
designation. 


Projected  base-predous  metal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  1n  the  suitr 
able  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration, 
development  of  1  large  open  pit  and  2  small 
underground  precious  metal  mines  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
would  result  in  an  improvement  of  range  con- 
dition on  940  acres. 


next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  45  visitor  days  in  the  foreseeable 

future,  an  increase  of  133%.   There  are  no  cherrystemed  roads  in  the  unit. 

Two  ways  are  present  covering  two  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails 
are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  mile  of  way  on  the  west  slope 
by  hunters,  rockhounds  and  amateur  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study,  sightseeing  and 
rockhounding.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but 
their  combined  total  would  remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the 
next  10  years  and  beyond.   Present  rockhounding  use  is  below  100  visitor  hours 
a  year.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none 
are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions . 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Pole  Creek  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Rough  Canyon  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  100  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  along  the  west  side  of  the 
WSA.   There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases,  however,  these  exploration 
activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional  leasing  activities. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  10  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  505  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2 
springs  and  7  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the 
bureau  deems  appropriate. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  12,969  acres  in  the  Pole  Creek  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 
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Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  two  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   There  are  no  roads  in  the  unit  and  none 
would  be  built.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently, 
there  are  approximately  20  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  around  45  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  133%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle  use 
due  to  a  lack  of  access.   However,  since  only  3,000  acres  are  accessible  to 
vehicles,  this  reduction  would  be  slight  and  the  use  in  these  activities  would 
be  displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography,  nature  study  and  rockhounding.   The  combined 
recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  1,000 
visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   There  would  be 
approximately  50  hours  of  rockhounding  use  in  this  portion.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Pole  Creek  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  raining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  505  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2  springs  and  7 
miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  10,900  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  2,069  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

There  is  no  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  suitable  portion.   Nor  are  there  any 
roads  or  ways  present.   No  visitor  hours  of  ORV  recreational  use  would  be  lost. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  create  one  mile  of  way  off  of  the. 
western  boundary  road  made  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors.   The  use 
would  be  low,  starting  at  20  visitor  hours  annually  and  it  is  projected  to 
increase  to  approximately  45  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future. 
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Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study,  sightseeing  and 
rockhounding.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but 
their  combined  total  would  remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the 
next  10  years  and  beyond.   Present  rockhounding  use  is  below  100  visitor  hours 
a  year.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none 
are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   Interest  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion  would  result  in  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country 
travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres 
along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases, 
however,  these  exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional 
leasing  activities. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  5  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  424  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  81  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2  springs  and  7  miles 
of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the 
constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

CALICO  MOUNTAINS  (019) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  67,647  acres  in  the  Calico  Mountain  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  160  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  200  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  expected  to  reach  approximately 
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Tnmacts  On    None  of  the  12  696  acres  would  receive  long-    The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi-  Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
Wilderness    term  protect  on  tive  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout   on  lU.yUU  acres.   Scenic  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons 

Va  ues  protection.  ^  ^^   ^  ^.^  scenery  -n  Rough  and  Role  would  recel-ve  long-term  protection. 

Canyons  would  receive  long-term  protection, 
from  energy  and  mineral  activity.  activity. 

-Special  There  are  no  special   features     however  %£/%£  S?llV£S£'JZuZl.t» 

Peatures     ^r^c^otTnlt^c^^ng^erm  long-term  'protection, 

protection,  especially  Rough  Canyon  which 
contains  existing  claims. 

reacts  On    ORV  use  would  not  chanqe.  Growth  would  con-    Twenty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and     ORV  use  would  not  change  in  the  suitable  por- 

Recreation    ?inue  as  projected  from  ihe  present  20  visitor  45  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be     Hon  because  there  is  no  ORV  accessible  land. 

nDV  iico      hnurs  tn  45  hours  annually.  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 

ORV  Use      hours  to  45  hours  annually.  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands.  ORV  use  would  not  change  1n  the  nonsuitable 

portion  either.  Growth  would  continue  as 
projected  from  the  current  20  visitor  hours  to 
45  hours  annually. 

impacts  On    Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  No  energy  exploration  is  expected  in  the  suit- 
Energy       would  be  allowed.  would  be  foregone.  able  portion. 

Developments  Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 

would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration       Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration       Projected  base-precious  metal  ^ploratlon  op- 
iK!"?       nLLu.nifi^   wni.iri  he  .  11  owed .  oDp or t u ii  1 1 i es  would  be  foregone.  portunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable 

portion. 


Mineral       opportunities  would  be  allowed.  opportunities  would  be  foregone 

Developments 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuit- 
able portion. 


350  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%.   One 
cherrystemed  road  one  mile  in  length  occurs  on  the  unit  boundary.   Eleven  ways 
are  present,  encompassing  18  miles.   There  is  a  mining  area  in  the  southeast 
portion  that  has  not  been  included  in  the  WSA.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or 
trails  are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  four  miles  of  way  in  the 
southern  portion,  two  miles  in  the  eastern  section  and  two  more  miles  in  the 
west.   These  ways  would  be  created  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  amateur 
prospectors . 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  3,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Rockhounding  is  not  included  in  this  figure.   The  present  annual 
rockhounding  use  is  approximately  2,200   visitor  hours  and  is  expected  to 
increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Calico  Mountain  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  600  acre 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  in  the 
Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone.   Development  of  one  underground  precious  metal  mine 
with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  area 
disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  in  the  Donnelly  District. 

Precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of 
drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  25  acres  would 
occur  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  and  Petrified  Canyon  zones. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  1,940  acres  of 
mining  claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  five  small  geothermal  wellhead 
generators,  supplying  power  and  hot  water  for  open  pit  mining,  with  associated 
well  pads,  two  miles  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines,  disturbing  50 
acres  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing 
10  acres  would  occur  along  the  southwest  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  369  acres  of  existing  geothermal  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or  on 
271  acres  of  existing  leases. 
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Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  705  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  3,134  AUMs .   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (10 
springs,  2  reservoirs,  1  corral,  .4  mile  pipeline,  2  troughs  and  6  miles  of 
fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  67,647  acres  in  the  Calico  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  18  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   The  single  road  would  not  be  closed.   No 
new  roads  would  be  constructed  and  no  ORV  use  would  occur.   Presently,  there 
are  approximately  160  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  350  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  119%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography  and 
nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  3,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   Twelve  hundred  visitor  hours  of  rockhounding  visitor  use 
would  take  place  in  the  unit.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails 
exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Calico  Mountain  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  600  acres  of 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  a  600  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated 
three  miles  of  access  roads  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  600  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,134  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (10  springs,  2 
reservoirs,  1  corral,  .4  mile  pipeline,  2  troughs  and  6  miles  of  fence)  within 
the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  58,800  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  8,847  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  85%  (22,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  would 
be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  include  eleven  miles  of  ways.   No  new  roads 
would  be  made  and  no  ORV  use  would  occur.   Presently,  there  are  140  visitor 
hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase 
to  approximately  310  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
121%. 

Future  use  would  maintain  seven  miles  of  way  in  the  nonsuitable  portion.   No 
new  ways  are  expected  to  be  created.   Presently,  there  are  20  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  40  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  activities 
(excluding  rockhounding)  would  remain  below  3,000  visitor  hours  annually  for 
the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   There  would  be  1,000  hours  of  rockhounding  use 
in  this  portion.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
suitable  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion,  except  that  there  would  be  200  visitor  hours  of 
rockhound  activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  raining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  600  acres  of 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  a  600  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated 
three  miles  of  access  roads  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 
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Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  \   mile  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open 
cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Petrified  Canyon  zones.   There  are  no 
existing  mining  claims  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  but  claim  staking  and 
related  exploration  activities  are  expected. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  southwest 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Exploration  activities  would  occur  on  250  acres  of  existing  geothermal  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  615  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  2,719  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  415  AUMs  in  the  nonsuitable. 
All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (10  springs,  2  reservoirs,  1  corral, 
.4  mile  pipeline  and  6  miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area 
would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness 
Management  Policy. 

AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  (108) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  89,372  acres  in  the  Augusta  Mountains  WSA  are  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  200  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  240  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  450  visitor 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%.   There  are  no 
roads  in  the  unit  but  eleven  are  cherrystemed  and  cover  sixteen  miles.   Four 
ways  are  present,  encompassing  four  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or 
trails  are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 
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PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On    None  of  the  67,647  acres  would  receive  long- 
Wilderness    term  protection. 
Values 


-Naturalness  Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approxi- 
mately 8%   or  5,705  acres  as  a  result  of 
increased  ORV  use  and  surface  disturbance 
from  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  1 7%  or  11,985  acres  from 
increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Special      The  special  features  consisting  of  the 
Features     colorful  Calico  Hills,  Morman  Dan  and 

Petrified  Canyons  would  not  receive  long-term 
protection  from  ORV  use  or  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Impacts  On    ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth  would  con- 
Recreation    tinue  as  projected  from  the  current  160 
ORV  Use       visitor  hours  to  350  hours  annually. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved 
throughout  the  WSA  except  for  600  acres  of 
valid  discoveries  in  Morman  Dan  Canyon  zone. 

The  special  features  would  receive  long-term 
protection  except  the  Calico  Hills  and 
Morman  Dan  Canyon  where  valid  discoveries 
would  impair  the  values. 


One  hundred  and  sixty  visitor  hours  of 
current  ORV  use  and  350  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone  annually.   This 
use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  adjacent 
lands. 


Impacts  On    Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop-   Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
Energy       ment  of  5  small  geothermal  wellhead  generators  ment  of  5  small  geothermal  wellhead  genera- 
Developments  would  be  allowed.  tors  would  be  foregone. 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  bo.ouu  acres,  except  on  600  acres  of  valid 
discoveries  in  the  Morman  Dan  Canyon.   The 
special  features  of  Petrified  Canyon  and 
Donnelly  Peak  would  receive  long-term  protec- 
tion. 

Nonsultable:  Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 

approximately  1%   or  90  acres  as  a  result  of 

increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  3%  or  300  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 


Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

None  of  the  special  features  are  located  1n  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 


One  hundred  and  forty  visitor  hours  of  current 
ORV  use  and  310  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use 
would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  por- 
tion. This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  adjacent 
lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  current  20  visitor  hours  to  40  hours 
annual ly. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  5  small  geothermal  wellhead  generators 
would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


CALICO  MOUNTAINS 

PROPOSED  ACTION ALL  WILDERNESS  WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration,      Projected  base-predous  metal  exploration  Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and 

Mineral       developemnt  of  1  large  open  pit  and  1  small     and  development  of  1  small  underground  pre-  development  of  1  small  underground  precious 

Developments  underground  precious  metal  mine  would  be       cious  metal  mine  would  be  foregone.   The  metal  mine  would  be  foregone.   The  projected 

allowed-  projected  development  of  1  large  open  pit  development  of  1  large  open  pit  precious  metal 

precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed  due  to  mine  would  be  allowed  1n  the  suitable  portion 

valid  discoveries.  due  to  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  op- 
portunities would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
port  ion. 


Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  three  miles  of  way  in  the 
southeast  portion  and  two  more  miles  leading  in  from  the  western  boundary. 
These  ways  would  be  created  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  2,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Approximately  100  visitor  hours  are  spent  each  year  by 
rockhounds.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and 
none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Augusta  Mountains  WSA 
is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration, 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  2\   miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Favret  Canyon  zone,  20 
acres  in  Hole  In  The  Wall  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Wild  Horse  District. 
Similar  exploration  would  occur  for  nickel  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Cain 
Mountains  zone  and  for  zeolites  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Home  Station  Wash 
zone,  with  associated  1%   miles  of  drill  roads. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  2,000  acres  of 
mining  claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  10  to  20  megawatt  powerplants  with 
associated  well  pads,  eight  miles  of  access  roads,  powerlines,  pipelines  and 
powerplant  structures  disturbing  80  acres  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
WSA.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill 
sites  and  four  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  40  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  18,101  acres  of  existing  geothermal 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
currenr  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  15  acres  along  the  west,  south  and  southeast 
side  of  the  WSA.   Two  oil  and  gas  well  pads  and  four  miles  of  access  roads 
disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  in  the  southwest  and  southeast  portions  of  the 
WSA. 

Exploration  activities  would  occur  on  44,266  acres  of  existing  leases,  with 
additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 
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No  exploration  or  development  for  moderate  potential  limestone  and  dolomite  is 
expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  195  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  3,504  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2 
springs,  1  well,  3  corrals,  5  miles  of  fence  and  1  lineshack)  would  be 
accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  89,372  acres  in  the  Augusta  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  four  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed  and  no  new 
roads  would  be  made.   No  ORV  use  would  occur.   Presently,  there  are  200 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  450  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography, 
nature  study  and  rockhounding.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other 
related  activities  would  remain  below  2,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the 
next  10  years  and  beyond.   There  would  be  approximately  70  hours  of 
rockhounding  use  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails 
exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Augusta  Mountain  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,504  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2  springs,  1 
well,  3  corrals,  5  miles  of  fence  and  1  lineshack)  within  the  designated 
wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the 
Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  12,800  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  lb, 572   acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

In  the  suitable  portion  1.5%  (1,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  would  be 
closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  include  three  miles  of  ways.   No  new  roads  or 
recreation  facilities  would  be  allowed.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in 
the  WSA.   Presently,  there  are  10  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this 
portion.   This  use  was  projected  to  increase  to  20  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  a  growth  of  100%. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  future  use  would  maintain  1.5  miles  of  ways 
present  plus  possibly  create  three  miles  of  way  in  the  southeast  and  two 
additional  miles  off  from  the  western  boundary.   These  ways  would  be  created 
and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors.   Presently,  there  are 
190  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  was  projected 
to  increase  to  430  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  126%. 
Sixty-four  thousand  acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  would  remain  open  to  them. 
No  new  roads  are  planned. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography, 
nature  study  and  rockhounding.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other 
activities  would  remain  below  2,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   Rockhounding  use  is  expected  to  be  20  visitor  hours 
annually.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
suitable  area  and  none  are  presently  planned.   Development  of  recreation 
facilities  would  not  be  allowed  within  the  suitable  area. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion,  except  that  there  would  be  50  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions . 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
raining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  Ik   miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  20  acres  in  Hole  In  The  Wall  zone  and  five  acres  in  the 
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Wild  Horse  District.   Similar  exploration  including  one  mile  of  drill  road, 
disturbing  five  acres  would  occur  for  zeolites  in  the  Home  Station  Wash  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  2,000  acres  of 
mining  claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  two  10  to  20  megawatt  powerplants  with 
associated  well  pads,  eight  miles  of  access  roads,  powerlines,  pipelines  and 
powerplant  structures  disturbing  80  acres  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
WSA.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill 
sites  and  3\   miles  of  access  roads,  disturbing  35  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  17,886  acres  of  existing  geothermal 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the  current 
rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  oil  and  gas  geophysical 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  15  acres  along  the 
west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   Two  oil  and  gas  well  pads  and  four 
miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  in  the  southwest  and 
southeast  portions  of  the  WSA. 

Exploration  activities  would  occur  on  41,391  acres  of  existing  leases,  with 
additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restriction  are  removed. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  moderate  potential  limestone  and  dolomite  is 
expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  180  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  501  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  3,003  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

SELENITE  MOUNTAINS  (200) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  32,041  acres  in  the  Selenite  Mountains  WSA  are  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 


2-50 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


CHERRY  STEM  ROAD 


=  =  =    CHERRY  STEM  WAY 
x         PROSPECT 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-030-108    AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS 
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ALTERNATIVES 
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BOUNDARY    OF  ZONES   WITH 
APPROXIMATELY    EQUIVALENT    MINERAL 
POTENTIAL    BUT    WHICH    CONTAIN 
DIFFERENT    MINERALS  (SEE   TEXT). 

PRIVATE   LAND(SURFACE  S  MINERALS) 

W.S.A.   BOUNDARY 

ROAD 

WAY 

PROSPECT 


\J 


FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW      POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE     POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH    POTENTIAL 


H40E 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCE  (Indirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE  CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct   evidence) 


NV-030-108  AUGUSTA  MTS. 

MINERAL     POTENTIAL 


AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On    None  of  the  89,372  acres  would  receive  long- 
Wilderness    term  protection. 
Values 

-Naturalness  Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  13%  or 

11,195  acres  as  a  result  of  increased  ORV 
use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 


-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  Impacted  on 

approximately  Z%   or  3,060  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Special      There  are  no  unique  special  features,  but 
Features     the  WSA  does  contain  scenic  Favret  Canyon 
and  Cain  Mountain  which  would  not  receive 
long-term  protection. 

Impacts  On    ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
Recreation    tlnue  as  projected  from  the  current  200 
ORV  Use       visitor  hours  to  450  hours  annually. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved 
throughout  the  WSA.   Cain  Mountain  and  Favret 
Canyon  would  receive  long-term  protection. 


Impacts  On    Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
Energy       tion  and  development  of  2  small  geothermal 
Developments  powerplants  would  be  allowed. 


Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 


Two  hundred  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use 
and  450  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would 
be  lost  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion and  development  of  2  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-predous  metal  and  zeolite 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  ii,buu  acres.  Cain  Mountain  would  receive 
long-term  protection. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on 
approximately  15%  or  11,180  acres  as  a  result 
of  increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on  approx- 
imately 4*  or  2,975  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

There  are  no  unique  special  features,  but 
Cain  Mountain  would  receive  long-term  pro- 
tection. 

Ten  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  20 
hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be  fore- 
gone annually  in  the  suitable  portion.  This 
use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 

change.   Growth  would  continue  as  projected 

from  the  current  190  visitor  hours  to  430 
hours  annually. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the 
suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  development  of  2  small 
geothermal  powerplants  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  1n 
the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  1n 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  80  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  100  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  approximately 
175  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%. 
There  are  no  roads  in  the  unit  but  four  are  cherrystemed  and  cover  two  miles. 
Ten  ways  are  present,  encompassing  10  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or 
trails  are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  mile  of  way  in  the  southeast 
corner.   This  way  would  be  created  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study,  sightseeing  and 
rockhounding.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but 
their  combined  total  would  remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the 
next  10  years  and  beyond.   Present  annual  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  70 
visitor  hours  and  is  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-terra  interest  within  the  Selenite  Mountains  WSA 
is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  and  tungsten 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill  roads  and 
pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  10  acres  in  the  Arcturus  Mine 
and  Selenite  Peak  zones.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining 
claims  as  there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  one  10  megawatt  powerplant  with 
associated  well  pads,  \   mile  of  access  roads,  powerlines,  pipelines  and 
powerplant  structures,  disturbing  20  acres  in  the  southwest  side  of  the  WSA. 
Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  \   miles  of  access  roads,  disturbing  10  acres  would  occur  along  the  north 
and  northeast  sides  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  there  are  no 
existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without 
geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  50  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  792  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1 
corral)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  32,041  acres  in  the  Selenite  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  ten  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed  and  no  new 
roads  would  be  made.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use.   Presently,  there  are 
80  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  175  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography, 
nature  study  and  rockhounding .   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other 
related  activities  would  remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the 
next  10  years  and  beyond.   Approximately  30  visitor  hours  of  rockhounding  use 
would  occur  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist 
in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Selenite  Mountains  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing 
laws.   Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of 
operations  on  existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to 
withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  792  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  corral)  within 
the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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Y//A        PRIVATE   LAND(SURFACE  8  MINERALS) 

W.S.A.    BOUNDARY 

ROAD 


WAY 

x  GRAVEL  PIT 


FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW     POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE    POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH    POTENTIAL 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCE  (Indirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE  CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH    CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct  evidence) 


NV-020-200SELENITES 

MINERAL     POTENTIAL 


SELENITE  MOUNTAINS 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 

-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 

-Special 
Features 

Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 

Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 

Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recrea- 
tion would  be  preserved  throughout  the  WSA. 

The  special  feature  -  wave  cut  terraces  of  ancient  Lake  Lahonton 
would  receive  long-term  protection. 


None  of  the  32,041  acres  would  receive  long-term  protection. 

Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximately  b%   or  2,060  acres  as  a 
result  of  increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on  approximately  Z%   or  850  acres 
from  increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be  decreased  due  to 
increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

The  only  special  feature  -  the  Pliestocene  Lake  Lahonton  terraces  would 
would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  ORV  use  and  energy  activity. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth  would  continue  as  projected  from  the   Eighty  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  175  hours  of  foreseeable  future 
current  80  visitor  hours  to  175  hours  annually.  use  would  be  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on 

adjacent  lands. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  1  small  geothermal   Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  1  small  geothermal 
powerplant  would  be  allowed.  powerplant  would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
al lowed. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 


MOUNT  LIMBO  (201) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

The  proposed  action  recommends  12,750  acres  of  public  lands  in  the  Mount  Limbo 
WSA  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  10,952  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable,  1,000  acres  of  ORV  accessible 
land  would  be  closed  to  vehicles,  including  four  miles  of  way.   No  new  roads 
would  be  allowed.   No  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur.   At  present,  there  are  10 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to 
increase  to  25  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  105%. 

In  the  portion  recommended  nonsuitable,  increased  future  use  would  maintain  13 
miles  of  way  plus  possibly  create  three  miles  of  way  on  the  west  side  and  two 
miles  on  the  east  side.   They  would  be  created  mainly  by  hunters  and 
prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  70  hours  of  ORV  visitor  use  annually  in 
this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  150  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  114%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  700  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Forty-five  of  those  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  25  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  2\   acres  in  the  Jayhawk  Creek  and  five  acres  in  the  Jenny 
Creek  zones.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as 
there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 
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Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  leases.   These  activities  would  occur 
with  or  without  additional  geothermal  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  feldspar,  beryl  or  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  17^  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  314  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  271  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable. 

All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring  and  1  corral)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 

implementation  of  a  1,920  acre  proposed  project  in  the  northwest  portion  of 

the  WSA.   The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  which  would  allow  3,430 
acres  to  be  manipulated. 

ALL  WILDERNFSS 

All  23,702  acres  in  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  17  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  are  present  and  no  new  roads 
would  be  allowed.   There  would  be  no  ORV  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently,  there  are 
80  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected 
to  increase  to  175  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
119%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District  resulting  in  no 
additional  impacts.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase 
slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature 
study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related  activities 
would  remain  below  700  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Seventy  of  those  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Mt.  Limbo  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  585  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring,  1 
reservoir  and  1  corral)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be 
performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  entire  area  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 
implementation  of  a  5,350  acre  proposed  project  in  the  northwest  portion  of 
the  WSA. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  12,900  acres  suitable  for  designation  and  10,802 
acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

On  the  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable,  1,000  acres  of  ORV  accessible 
land  would  be  closed  to  vehicles,  including  four  miles  of  way.   No  new  roads 
would  be  allowed.   No  ORV  use  would  occur  in  this  portion.   Presently,  there 
are  10  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  25  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  150%. 

In  the  portion  recommended  nonsuitable,  increased  future  use  would  maintain  13 
miles  of  way  plus  possibly  create  three  miles  of  way  on  the  west  side  and  two 
miles  on  the  east  side.   They  would  be  created  mainly  by  hunters  and 
prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  70  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in 
this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  150  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  114%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking  primitive  camping,  photography  and 
nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  700  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Forty-five  of  those  visitor  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding. 
No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  25  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  2^  acres  in  the  Jayhawk  Creek  and  five  acres  in  the  Jenny 
Creek  zones.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as 
there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  leases.   These  activities  would  occur 
with  or  without  additional  geothermal  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  feldspar,  beryl  or  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  17^  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  318  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  267  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring  and  1  corral) 
within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints 
set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 
implementation  of  a  1,920  acre  proposed  project  in  the  northwest  portion  of 
the  WSA.   The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  which  would  allow  3,430 
acres  to  be  manipulated. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

All  23,702  acres  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  100 
visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  175 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%.   There  are  no 
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roads  in  the  unit,  cherrystemed  or  otherwise.   Twelve  ways  are  present 
encompassing  17  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  maintained  or 
planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  three  miles  of  way  on  the  west 
side  and  two  miles  on  the  east  side.   They  would  be  created  mainly  by  hunters 
and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities.   They  include  hiking, 
hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing.   Recreation  use 
in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined  total  would 
remain  below  700  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond. 
Present  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  100  visitor  hours  annually  and 
expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or 
horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Mt.  Limbo  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  1^  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Jayhawk  Creek  and  five  acres  in  the 
Jenny  Creek  zone.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as 
there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  leases.   These  activities  would  occur 
with  or  without  additional  geothermal  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  feldspar,  beryl  or  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  20  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  585  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring,  1  reservoir 
and  1  corral)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems 
appropriate. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  manipulation  which  would  allow  the 
implementation  of  a  proposed  5,350  acre  project  in  the  northwest  portion  of 
the  unit. 
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PROPOSED  VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
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VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
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MOUNT  I  IMBO 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would 
De  preserved  on  12,750  acres.  The 
special  features  -  Kumiva  and 
Purgatory  Peaks  and  Ht.  Limbo 
itself  are  within  the  suitable 
portion. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
De  impaired  on  approximately  54% 
or  5,955  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely 
impacted  on  approximately  3%  or 
298  acres  from  Increased  ORV  use, 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  re- 
creation would  be  decreased  due 
to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Ten  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV 
use  and  25  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed 
on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  70  visitor  hours  to 
150  hours. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  soli- 
tude and  primitive  recreation 
would  be  preserved  throughout  the 
WSA. 

The  special  features  -  Kumiva 
and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt.  Limbo 
itself  would  receive  long-term 
protection. 


Eighty  visitor  hours  of  current 
ORV  use  and  175  hours  of  foresee- 
able future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would 
oe  preserved  on  12,900  acres. 
The  special  features  -  Kumiva  and 
Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt.  Limbo  are 
within  the  suitable  portion. 


Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
oe  impaired  on  approximately  54% 
or  5,955  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely 
impacted  on  approximately  3%  or 
298  acres  from  increased  ORV  use, 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  re- 
creation would  be  decreased  due 
to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipul ation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 


Ten  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV 
use  and  25  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed 
on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.   Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  70  visitor  hours  to 
150  hours. 


Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on 
approximately  35%  or  8,370  acres  as 
a  result  of  increased  ORV  use,  sur- 
face disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely 
Impacted  on  approximately  3%  or 
298  acres  from  increased  ORV  use, 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  re- 
creation would  be  decreased  due 
to  increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  would 
receive  long-term  protection  from 
ORV   use,    energy   and   mineral 
activity  or  vegetative  manipulation. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth 
would  continue  from  the  current  80 
visitor  hours  to  175  hours  annually. 


MOUNT  LIMBO 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    No  energy  exploration  or  develop- 
Energy       ment  is  expected  In  the  suitable 
Developments  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


Impacts  On 

Range 

Condition 


Projected  base-precious  metal  ex- 
ploration opportunities  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  ex- 
ploration opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  pro- 
posed vegetative  manipulation 
would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation.  There 
would  be  no  change  in  range  con- 
dition. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  ex- 
ploration opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipula- 
tion project  would  not  be  permit- 
ted under  wilderness  designation. 
There  would  be  no  change  in  range 
condition. 


Same  as  Proposed  Action. 


Same  as  Proposed  Action. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed. 


Approximately  1,920  acres  of  pro- 
posed vegetative  manipulation 
would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  and  range 
condition  would  not  change. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  ex- 
ploration opportunities  would  be 
allowed. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation 
project  would  result  in  an  improve- 
ment of  range  condition  on  5,350 
acres. 


CHINA  MOUNTAIN  (406P) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  10,358  acres  in  the  China  Mountains  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  40  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  50  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  approximately 
90  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 
Projection  of  figures  indicate  that  use  would  continue  to  increase  but  would 
not  go  beyond  250  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   There  are 
no  roads  in  the  unit  but  one  is  cherrystemed  and  covers  .2  miles.   Three  ways 
encompass  two  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  maintained  or 
planned  for  the  unit. 

It  is  not  anticipated  that  increased  future  use  would  create  any  additional 
miles  of  way.   Use  can  be  expected  to  maintain  what  is  presently  there. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Present  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  100  visitor  hours  annually 
and  is  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  China  Mountain  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  300  acre 
(100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  in  the  Iron  Hat  District. 
Precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of 
drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  would 
occur  in  the  Iron  Hat  District  and  five  acres  in  Hoffman  Canyon.   Similar 
barite  exploration  disturbing  five  acres  with  one  mile  of  drill  roads  would 
occur  in  China  Canyon. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  500  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  in  southeastern 
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tip  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  leases.   These  activities  would  occur 
with  or  without  additional  geotheraal  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or  on 
232  acres  of  existing  leases.   No  exploration  or  development  for  moderate 
potential  limestone  and  dolomite  is  expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  120  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock,  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  405  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (4 
springs,  3  reservoirs,  2  troughs,  2  miles  of  pipeline  and  .5  mile  of  fence) 
would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 

Since  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation,  the  proposed  1,225 
acre  project  in  the  southeast  tip  would  be  implemented. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  10,358  acres  in  the  China  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  two  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed  and  no  new 
roads  would  be  made.   There  would  be  no  ORV  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently,  there 
are  approximately  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected 
to  increase  to  90  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District  causing  no  additional  impacts.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  500  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Of  this  use,  60  hours  would  be 
spent  rockhounding  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails 
exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  China  Mountain  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  100  acres  of 
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high  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in  the 
development  of  a  300  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  in 
the  Iron  Hat  District. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  100  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  405  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (4  springs,  3 
reservoirs,  2  troughs,  2  miles  of  pipeline  and  .5  miles  of  fence)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy.   The  entire  area  would  be  closed  to 
vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the  proposed  manipulation  on  1,225  acres  in 
the  southeast  tip. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  8,900  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  1,458  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

There  is  no  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  recommended  suitable  portion  except  for 
one  mile  of  way.   This  way  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  new  roads  would 
be  made.   There  would  be  no  ORV  use  in  this  section.   Presently,  there  are  10 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  20 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  the  less  than  one  mile  of 
way  present.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  anticipated  for  this 
WSA.   Presently,  there  are  30  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this 
portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  70  visitor  hours 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities  which  includes  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Fifty  hours  of  this  use  would  be  spent  rockhounding  each  year. 
No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  30  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  proposed  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  proposed  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  100  acres  of 
high  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in  the 
development  of  a  300  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  in 
the  Iron  Hat  District.   Development  of  all  other  potential  energy  and  mineral 
resources  would  be  foregone. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   Interest  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion  would  result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing 
five  acres  in  the  southeastern  tip  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  leases. 
These  activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional  geothermal  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or 
moderate  potential  limestone  and  dolomite. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  105  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  348  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  57  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (2  springs,  1  reservoir  and 
.5  mile  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed 
under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which 
would  allow  the  implementation  of  a  proposed  1,225  acre  project  in  the 
southeast  tip  of  the  WSA. 


TOBIN  RANGE  (406Q) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  13,107  acres  in  the  Tobin  Range  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  40  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  50  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  approximately 
90  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%.   There  are  no 
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VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
NV-020-406P     CHINA  MOUNTAIN 


CHINA  MOUNTAIN 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On 

Wilderness 
Values 


None  of  the  10,358  acres  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA  except  for  100  acres  of  valid  dis- 
coveries near  Lee  Canyon. 


-Naturalness  Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximately  The  special  features  would  receive  long-term 
42%  or  4,345  acres  as  a  result  of  increased     protection  except  near  Lee  Canyon. 
ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation. 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 


Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  33*  or  3,400  acres  from 
increased  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

None  of  the  special  features  -  Lee  and 
Hoffman  Canyons  and  China  Mountain  would 
receive  long-term  protection  from  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth  would  con- 


Forty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
tinurL^rojected^frorthe^urrentlo'vi'sitor  90  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
hours  to  90  hours  annually.  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportuni- 
ties would  be  allowed. 


absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportuni- 
ties would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 
development  of   1  arge'op'en'pit  precious  metal   opportunities  would  be  foregone.   The  pro- 
--   4  jected  development  of  1  large  open  pit  pre- 

cious metal  mine  would  be  allowed  due  to 
valid  discoveries. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and 
development  of  1  lar 
mine  would  be  allowe 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 

on  S.90U  acres.   The  special  features  of 

Hoffman  Canyon  and  part  of  Lee  Canyon  would 
receive  long-term  protection. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  84%  or  1,225  acres  due  to  ORV 
use  and  vegetative  manipulation,  no  energy  or 
mineral  activity  is  anticipated. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  50%  or  726  acres  from  ORV  use 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 


Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
vegetative  manipulation.   No  energy  or  mineral 
activity  is  anticipated. 

The  special  features  -  that  portion  of  Lee 
Canyon  associated  with  the  valid  discoveries 
would  not  receive  long-term  protection. 


Thirty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
70  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  annually. 


No  energy  exploration  or  development  is 
expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Projected  base-predous  metal  and  nonmetallic 
mineral  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone.  The  projected  development  of  1  large 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed 
in  the  suitable  portion  due  to  valid  discover- 
ies. 


CHINA  MOUNTAIN 

PROPOSED  ACTION ALL  WILDERNESS WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuit- 
able  portion. 


aesignaiion.  dition  on  1,225  acres. 


roads  in  the  unit.   Three  ways  are  present  covering  eight  miles.   No 
additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  mile  of  way  in  the  southeast 
section  plus  an  additional  mile  and  a  half  in  the  flatlands  along  the  west 
side,  created  mainly  by  hunters  and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They 
include  hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  400  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Present  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  80  visitor  hours  annually 
and  is  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Mt.  Tobin  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  tungsten,  mercury,  and  barite 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  roads  and 
pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Cottonwood 
Canyon  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Mt.  Tobin  District. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  500  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted  an  additional  10  acre 
county  pit  and  associated  \  mile  access  road  would  likely  be  developed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Exploration  activities  would  occur  on  5,125  acres  of  existing  geothermal 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the  current 
level.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  oil  and  gas  geophysical 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  five  acres  along 
the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   One  well  pad  and  \   mile  of  access  road,  disturbing 
10  acres  would  occur  iu  the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   Oil  and  gas  drilling 
activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  none  exist  at  present. 
Geophysical  exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without  any  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  40  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  780  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1 
spring  and  1.25  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the 
bureau  deems  appropriate. 

ALL  WILDERNFSS 

All  13,107  acres  in  the  Tobin  Range  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use,  including  eight  miles  of 

existing  ways.   No  new  roads  or  ways  would  be  constructed.  There  would  be  no 

ORV  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  40  visitor  hours  of 

ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  90  visitor  hours  in 
the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography  and 
nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  400  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Forty  of  these  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Mt.  Tobin  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  780  AUMs.   All  maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring  and  1.25 
miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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-Solitude 


-Primitive 
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Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 

Impacts  On 

Energy 
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Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


None  of  the  13,107  acres  would  receive  long-term  protection. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximately  19*  or  2,540  acres  as 
a  result  of  Increased  ORV  use  and  surface  disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on  approximately  5*  or  680  acres 
from  Increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would  be  decreased  due  to  in- 
creased ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

The  special  features  -  Mt.  Tobin  and  Siard  Canyon  would  not  receive 
long-term  protection. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  present  40  visitor  hours  to  90  hours  annually. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would 
be  allowed. 


Projected  base  metal,  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  1  small  gravel  pit  would  be  allowed. 


The  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recrea- 
tion would  be  preserved  throughout  the  WSA. 

The  special  features  -  Mt.  Tobin  and  Siard  Canyon  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 


Forty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  90  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would 
be  foregone. 

Projected  base  metal,  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  development 
of  1  small  gravel  pit  would  be  foregone. 


BLUE  LAKES  (600) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   The 
proposed  action  recommends  16,400  acres  of  public  lands  in  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  4,108  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Over  95%  of  the  suitable  portion  is  presently  closed  to  ORVs .   This  closure 
was  established  in  1977.   Since  the  closure  complements  wilderness 
designation,  there  would  be  no  change  from  the  present  situation.   No  new 
roads  or  ways  would  be  established.   No  ORV  use  presently  occurs  or  will  occur. 

Nineteen  hundred  acres  of  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  closed  to 
motorized  vehicles  under  the  1977  vehicle  closure.   The  remaining  2,208  acres 
presently  support  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  and  is  projected  to 
increase  to  80  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  100%. 
No  visitor  use  would  be  eliminated.   No  new  roads  or  ways  would  be  constructed. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They 
include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  fishing,  photography  and  nature  study.   The 
combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain 
below  13,000  visitor  hours  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   There  would  be 
no  change  in  rockhounding  use.   No  recreation  facilities  are  present  or  are 
currently  planned  for  the  WSA.   One  mile  of  trail  is  present  and  31  miles  of 
trail  are  being  planned  for  the  suitable  area.   They  would  loop  throughout  the 
WSA. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  as  in  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  use  would  be  under  40  visitor  hours.   No 
recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base  and  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  1^  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts,  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  northern  tip  of  the  Big  Creek  zone  and 
five  acres  in  the  southern  edge  of  the  Snow  Creek  zone  outside  of  the  Blue 
Lake  vehicle  closure  area. 
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All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  some  of  the  existing  380  acres 
of  mining  claims,  outside  of  closure  area,  plus  additional  claim  staking  is 
anticipated. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  geothermal  or 
nonmetallic  minerals  is  expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  10  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,365  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  342  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  reservoir,  3  springs,  2 
cattleguards,  3  lineshacks  and  11.5  miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated 
wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the 
Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  20,508  acres  in  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  inside  the  1977  vehicle  closure  would  continue  to  be  closed  to  ORV 
use  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  WSA.   No  visitor  use  would  occur.   The  eleven 
miles  of  ways  would  be  remain  closed.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   That  part  of 
the  WSA  outside  of  the  vehicle  closure  supports  40  hours  of  ORV  use  and  is 
projected  to  increase  to  80  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  100%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Hunting,  fishing  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle  use  is  not  expected  to 
decrease  since  a  vehicle  closure  has  been  in  effect  since  1977.   However, 
there  would  be  a  slight  increase  along  with  other  types  of  nonmotorized 
recreation  like  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The 
combined  use  in  all  recreation  activities  would  remain  below  13,000  visitor 
hours  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Rockhounding  use  is  not  expected  to 
be  reduced.   No  recreation  facilities  are  present  and  none  are  planned.   One 
mile  of  trail  is  present  and  31  miles  of  trail  are  being  planned  for  the  WSA. 
They  would  loop  throughout  the  unit. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions . 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,707  AUMs .   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (3  springs,  1 
reservoir,  2  cattleguards,  3  lineshacks  and  11.5  miles  of  fence)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

The  entire  20,508  acres  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  WSA  would  remain  closed  to  ORV  use.   In  1977,  a  portion 
of  what  is  now  the  study  area  was  closed  to  vehicle  use.   In  1983,  this 
closure  was  reaffirmed  under  the  Paradise-Denio  Off-Road  Vehicle  Designation 
Plan.   If  the  WSA  is  not  designated  as  wilderness,  this  vehicle  closure  would 
remain  in  effect.   Chapter  3,  the  Affected  Environment,  has  a  more  detailed 
explanation  of  the  vehicle  closure.   The  present  use  level  is  approximately  40 
visitor  hours  annually.   This  occurs  in  the  portion  that  is  out  of  the  closure 
portion  but  still  in  the  WSA.   Projection  of  use  figures  indicate  that  usage 
would  increase  to  approximately  80  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  100%.   There  are  no  roads  in  the  unit  but  three  have 
been  cherrystemed  and  they  cover  two  miles.   Six  ways  are  present  within  the 
closure  area,  encompassing  11  miles.   Efforts  are  presently  being  made  to 
reclaim  some  of  them.   No  additional  roads  or  ways  are  maintained  or  planned 
for  the  unit.   One  mile  of  trail  leads  to  Blue  Lakes  from  the  Threshold. 
Thirty-one  miles  of  trail  are  in  the  planning  stage.   These  trails  would  loop 
around  the  area.   Parts  of  them  would  incorporate  already  existing  roads,  ways 
and  abandoned  ways. 

Increased  future  use  would  not  create  any  additional  ways. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities  in  addition  to 
recreational  ORV  use.   They  include  hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography, 
nature  study  and  sightseeing.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would 
increase  slightly  but  their  combined  total,  including  rockhounding,  would 
remain  below  13,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond. 
Fishing  in  Blue  Lakes  is  the  predominant  use.   Present  rockhounding  use  is 
approximately  250  visitor  hours.   The  rate  of  rockhounding  use  is  expected  to 
increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  are  present  and 
none  are  planned.   One  mile  of  trail  is  present  and  an  additional  31  miles  of 
trail  are  being  planned  for  the  WSA.   They  would  loop  throughout  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 
exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA  is 
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likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  base  and  precious  metal  exploration, 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  1%   miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts,  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  northern  tip  of  the  Big 
Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  southern  edge  of  the  Snow  Creek  zone  outside 
of  the  Blue  Lake  vehicle  closure  area. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  some  of  the  existing  860  acres 
of  mining  claims,  outside  of  closure  area,  plus  additional  claim  staking  is 
anticipated. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas,  geothermal  or 
nonmetallic  minerals  is  expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  10  acres. 

Range  Management. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,707  AUMs .   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  reservoir,  3 
springs,  2  cat tleguards ,  3  lineshacks  and  11.5  miles  of  fence)  would  be 
accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 

ALDER  CREEK  (600D) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

All  5,142  acres  of  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  30  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  40 
visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  70 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%.   There  are  no 
roads  in  the  unit  but  one  is  cherrystemed  and  covers  .2  mile.   One  way  is 
present  stretching  for  one  mile.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are 
maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit.   No  additional  ways  would  be  created. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities  in  addition  to 
recreational  ORV  use.   They  include  hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography, 
nature  study  and  sightseeing.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would 
increase  slightly  but  their  combined  total,  including  rockhounding,  would 
remain  below  2,500  visitor  hours  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   The 
present  annual  use  for  rockhounding  is  approximately  70  visitor  hours  and  is 
expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or 
horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 
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MINERAL    POTENTIAL 


BLUE  LAKE 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  pre- 
Wilderness    served  on  16,400  acres.   The  special  features- 
Values       Blue  Lakes,  Duffer  Peak,  pine  and  aspen  stands 
are  within  the  suitable  portion. 


-Naturalness  Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  impaired 
on  approximately  10  acres  or  less  than  1*. 
Impairment  would  come  from  ORV  use  and  mineral 
activity  occurring  outside  the  closure  and 
withdrawal. 

-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 

approximately  4*  or  170  acres  from  ORV  use 
and  mineral  activity  outside  the  closure  and 
and  withdrawal. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA.   The  special  features  -  Blue  Lakes, 
Duffer  Peak,  pine  and  aspen  stands  would  re- 
ceive long-term  protection. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  less  than  1% 
of  the  WSA  as  all  but  2,700  acres  are  within 
the  vehicle  closure.  Mineral  activity  could 
impair  approximately  20  acres  of  the  portion 
not  within  the  withdrawal. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on  less 
than  1%   or  170  acres  from  ORV  use  and  mineral 
activity  outside  the  closure  and  withdrawal. 


-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
mineral  activity  outside  the  closure  and 
withdrawal . 

-Special      None  of  the  special  features  are  located  in 
Features     nonsuitable  portion. 


Impacts  On    There  would  be  no  change  in  the  suitable 
Recreation    portion.  There  is  no  current  ORV  use  and 
ORV  Use       none  would  be  allowed  1n  the  future. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would 
not  change.  Growth  would  continue  as  pro- 
jected from  the  current  40  visitor  hours  to 
80  hours  annually. 

Impacts  On    No  energy  resources  have  been  Identified  nor 
Energy       is  any  exploration  or  development  anticipated 
Developments  in  either  the  suitable  or  nonsuitable  portion. 


Forty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
80  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  annualy.  This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Same  as  Proposed  Action. 


Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  on  those  portions  outside  the 
closure  and  withdrawal  due  to  increased  ORV 
use  and  mineral  activity. 

The  special  features  -  Blue  Lakes,  Duffer 
Peak,  pine  and  aspen  stands  are  within  the 
closure   and   withdrawal,   therefore,   this 
alternative   would   not   affect   the   special 
features. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
tinue as  projected  from  the  current  40  visitor 
hours  to  80  hours  annually. 


Same  as  Proposed  Action. 


BLUE  LAKE 

PROPOSED  ACTION  ALL  WILDERNESS NO  WILDERNESS 


.     n  «,.   >,„.»  „PoHn„s  metal  exnloration  1s  allowed   Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration      Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 

Krai  °"    S  K^KSbS  pSl".^  -rreVvehlcu^   outride  the  existing  vehicular  closure  would    outside  the  existing  vehicular  closure  would 
Developments  closure  precludes  such  opportunities.         be  foregone.  oeanowea. 


Projected  base-predous  metal  exploration 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsultable  portion 
which  lies  outside  the  existing  vehicular 
closure. 


Energy  and  Minerals  Resources  Management  Actions. 

No  energy  or  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected  nor  is  any 
development  expected  on  20  acres  of  existing  mining  claims. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present  use 
level  of  435  AUMs .   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  cattleguard  and 
1.4  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems 
appropriate. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   All 
5,142  acres  in  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use.   The 
one  mile  of  ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed. 
Presently,  there  are  approximately  30  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This 
use  is  projected  to  increase  to  70  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  133%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  2,500  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Of  this  use,  approximately  60 
hours  of  rockhounding  would  occur.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  435  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  cattleguard  and  1.4 
miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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NV-020-600D  ALDER  CREEK 

MINERAL    POTENTIAL 


ALDER  CREEK 

(WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    None  of  the  5,142  acres  would  receive  long-term  protection.  The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 

Wilderness  preserved  throughout  the  WSA. 

Values 


There  are  no  special  features  to  protect. 
-Naturalness  Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on  less  than  103S  of  the  WSA  from  light 
ORV  use.  No  energy  or  mineral  activity  is  anticipated. 

-Solitude     There  would  be  a  slight  Impairment  to  solitude  due  to  ORV  use,  none 
from  energy  or  mineral  activity. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  could  be  impaired  due  to  chance 
Recreation   encounter  with  an  ORV  user. 

-Special      There  are  no  special  features  1n  this  WSA. 
Features 

Impacts  On    ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected  from     Thirty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  70  hours  of  foreseeable 
Recreation    the  current  30  visitor  hours  to  70  hours  annually.  future  use  would  be  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily 

ORV  Use  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

Impacts  On    No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or      Same  as  Proposed  Action. 

Energy       development  anticipated. 

Developments 

Impacts  On    No  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected.  Same  as  Proposed  Action. 

Mineral 


Developments 


■BBHMaHlMaSl^nElHHHBaHHHHiSH 


SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (603) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

The  proposed  action  recommends  10,300  acres  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation  and  49,911  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Since  there  is  no  ORV  accessible  land  within  the  suitable  portion,  none  would 
be  closed  to  ORV  users.   One  tenth  of  a  mile  of  way  would  be  closed  to 
vehicles.   No  new  roads  or  ways  would  be  allowed.   No  visitor  use  would 
occur.   Presently,  approximately  10  visitor  hours  of  use  take  place  on  the 
short  way.   This  use  is  projected  to  reach  15  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  50%. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  it  would  be  expected  that  future  use  would 
maintain  19  miles  of  way  plus  possibly  create  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southwest  portion,  two  more  miles  near  the  base  of  the  range  on  the  west  side, 
one  mile  in  the  southeast  section  and  one  mile  in  the  northeast  section. 
These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and 
prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  290  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  650  visitor 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  124%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  800  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Two  hundred  hours  of  rockhounding  is  included  in  this  figure.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  1,800  hours  of  rockhounding 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  500  acre  (300 
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acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  nine  mile  powerline 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   A  1,200  acre  (1,000  acres 
in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road 
and  powerline  would  be  developed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bliss  Canyon  zone.   A 
500  acre  (200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated 
one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acre  in  WSA)  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  mile  access  road  and  powerline 
would  be  developed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Trout  Creek  zone.   Three 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  with  associated  one  mile  of  access 
roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  disturbing  30  acres  would  be  developed  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   Base,  precious  metal  and 
barite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  10  miles  of  drill  roads 
and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  occur  in  the  following  areas: 
Red  Butte  District  (15  acres  disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone  (5  acres),  King 
Lear  Peak  zone  (5  acres),  Big  Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres)  and  Christiorsson 
Canyon  zone  (10  acres). 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  800  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted,  two  additional  county 
pits  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  on  the  west  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  leasing  activities  are 
anticipated  once  restrictive  wilderness  leasing  policies  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  20  acres  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  occur  on  5,332  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  1,730  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  261  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,262  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   There  are  no  existing  range  developments  within  the  suitable 
portion. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which 
would  allow  the  implementation  of  a  proposed  1,170  acre  project  along  the 
north  boundary  and  a  980  acre  proposed  project  along  the  south  boundary. 
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ALL  WILD  ERNES? 

All  60,211  acres  in  the  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   The  19  miles  of  existing  ways  would  be 
closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There  would  be  no  ORV 
visitor  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  300  visitor  hours 
of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  660  visitor  hours 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  120%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of 
these  and  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Of  this  figure,  1,250  visitor 
hours  are  estimated  to  be  spent  by  rockhounds.   No  recreation  facilities  or 
horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  South  Jackson  Mountain  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  raining  and  mineral  leasing 
laws.   Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of 
operations  on  existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on 
1,730  acres  of  high,  moderate,  low  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining 
claims.   This  would  result  in  the  development  of  a  500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA) 
open  pit  precious  metal  and  three  10  acre  underground  base-precious  metal 
mines  and  associated  nine  mile  powerline  and  one  mile  access  road  in  the  Red 
Butte  District;  a  1,200  acre  (1,000  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal 
mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Bliss  Canyon 
zone;  a  500  acre  (200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  mine  and  associated 
one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone;  and  a 
500  acres  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  mine  and  associated  four 
mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Trout  Creek  zone. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  1,630  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,523  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  well,  1  spring  and 
3  ditches)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the 
constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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The  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  preclude 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  1,170  acre  project  along  the  north  boundary 
and  a  980  acre  proposed  project  along  the  south  boundary. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  20,094  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  40,117  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Two  thousand  acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  would  be  closed  to  vehicles  in  the 
recommended  suitable  portion.   This  would  also  include  three  miles  of  way.   No 
new  roads  or  ways  would  be  allowed.   No  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur. 
Presently,  there  are  30  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion. 
This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  60  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would 
maintain  16  miles  of  way,  plus  possibly  create  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southwest  portion,  one  mile  in  the  southeast  and  one  mile  in  the  northeast 
portion.   These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters 
and  prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  270  visitor  hours  of  ORV 
use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  600 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  122%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  1,500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   Four  hundred  and  fifty  hours  of  rockhounding  are  included 
in  this  figure.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
WSA  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  1,400  visitor  hours  of 
rockhound  activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  400  acres  of 
moderate  potential  minerals  and  mining  claims  in  the  suitable  portion.   This 
would  result  in  the  development  of  a  1,200  acre  (400  acres  in  suitable)  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  in 
the  Bliss  Canyon  zone. 
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Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  500  acre  (300 
acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  nine  mile  powerline 
in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   A  500  acre  (200  acres  in 
WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and 
powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Christiorsson 
Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acre  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine 
and  associated  four  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  Trout  Creek  zone.   Three  underground  base-precious 
metal  mines  with  associated  one  mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging 
areas  disturbing  30  acres  would  be  developed  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
Red  Butte  District.   Base,  precious  metal  and  barite  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  seven  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  would  occur  in  the  following  areas:   Red  Butte  District  (15  acres 
disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone  (5  acres),  Big  Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres)  and 
Christiorsson  Canyon  zone  (10  acres). 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  500  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted  two  additional  county 
pits  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  on  the  west  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  leasing  activities  are 
anticipated  once  restrictive  wilderness  leasing  policies  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  20  acres  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  occur  on  4,517  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  1,125  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  508  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,015  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   There  are  no  existing  developments  within  the  suitable  portion. 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which 
would  allow  the  implementation  of  a  proposed  1,170  acre  project  along  the 
north  boundary  and  a  980  acre  proposed  project  along  the  south  boundary. 
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NO  WILDERNESS 

All  60,211  acres  in  the  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  300  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  350 
visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach 
approximately  660  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
120%.   There  are  no  roads  in  the  unit  but  five  are  cherrystemed  and  cover  10 
miles.   Eighteen  ways  are  present  encompassing  19  miles.   No  additional  roads, 
ways  or  trails  are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southwest  section,  two  more  miles  near  the  base  of  the  range  on  the  west  side, 
one  mile  in  the  southeast  and  one  mile  in  the  northeast  section.   These  ways 
would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonraotorized  recreational  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  5,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   The  present  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  2,000  visitor  hours 
annually  and  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  South  Jackson  Mountain 
WSA  is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a 
500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  nine 
mile  powerline  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   A  1,200 
acre  (1,000  acres  in  the  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated 
one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  west  side  of  the 
Bliss  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal 
mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acre 
in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  mile  access  road 
and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Trout  Creek 
zone.   Three  underground  base-precious  metal  mines  with  associated  one  mile  of 
access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  disturbing  30  acres  would  be 
developed  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   Base,  precious 
metal  and  barite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  13  miles  of 
drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  occur  in  the 
following  areas:   Red  Butte  District  (15  acres  disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone 
(5  acres),  King  Lear  Peak  zone  (5  acres),  Big  Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres), 
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McGill  Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  Bliss  Canyon  zone  (10  acres)  and  Christiorsson 
Canyon  zone  (10  acres). 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  900  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted  two  additional  county 
pits  and  one  mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  20  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  15  acres  on  the  west  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  leasing  activities  are 
anticipated  once  restrictive  wilderness  leasing  policies  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  20  acres  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  occur  on  5,332  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  1,745  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,523  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  well,  1  spring  and 
3  ditches)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems 
appropriate. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  allow 
the  implementation  of  a  1,170  acre  proposed  project  along  the  north  boundary 
and  a  980  acre  proposed  project  along  the  south  boundary. 

NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (606) 

PROPOSED  A CTION  (No  Wilderness) 

The  entire  26,457  acres  in  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  are  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  60  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  7  5  visitor 
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WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would 
oe  preserved  on  10,300  acres.  The 
special  features  -  King  Lear  Peak, 
Alaska  and  Bliss  Canyons  are 
within  the  suitable  portion. 


Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
De  impaired  on  approximately  38% 
or  18,915  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  59%  or 
29,410  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased  due 
to  increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Ten  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV 
use  and  15  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed 
on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  290  hours  to  650 
visitor  hours. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would 

and  primitive  recreation  would  be 

preserved  throughout  the  WSA, 

except  for  1,630  acres  of  valid 

discoveries  located  1n  the 

vicinity  of  Chrlstiorson  and  Bliss 

Canyons  and  Navajo  Peak. 

The  special  features  -  Hobo, 
Alaska,  McGill  Cnayons  and  King 
Lear  Peak  would  receive  long-term 
protection. 


Three  hundred  visitor  hours  of  ORV 
use  and  660  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually.   This  use  would  be 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


De  preserved  on  20,094  acres, 
minus  400  acres  of  valid  discov- 
eries near  BUss  Canyon.   The 
special  features  -  McGill  Canyon 
and  Navajo  Peak  are  within  the 
suitable  portion. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
De  impaired  on  approximately  30% 
or  11,875  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  dis- 
turbance from  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  31%  or 
12,300  acres  from  Increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased  due 
to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  are 
located  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 


Thirty  visitor  hours  of  current 
ORV  use  and  60  hours  of  foresee- 
able future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  absorbed  on 
adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.  Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  270  visitor  hours  to 
660  hours  annually. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  6%  or  3,860  acres  as 
a  result  of  increased  ORV  use, 
surface  disturbance  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegeta- 
tive manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  20%  or 
12,042  acres  from  Increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive 
recreation  would  be  decreased  due 
to  increased  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

None  of  the  special  features  would 
receive  long-term  protection  from 
ORV   use,    energy   and   mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  300  visitor  hours  to 
660  hours  annually. 


SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    No  energy  exploration  or  develop- 
Energy       ment  is  expected  in  the  suitable 
Developments  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and 
gas  exploration  would  be  allowed 
in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal 
Mineral       exploration  opportunities  would 
Developments  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  por- 
tion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal, 
nonmetallic  mineral  exploration, 
development  of  4  large  open  pit 
base-predous  metal  and  3  small 
underground  base-precious  metal 
mines  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 


Impacts  On    The  proposed  vegetative  manipula- 
Range        tion  project  would  result  in  an 
Condition     improvement  of  range  condition  on 
2,150  acres. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and 
gas  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and 
and  nonmetallic  mineral  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  fore- 
gone.  The  projected  development 
of  4  large  open  pit  base-precious 
metal  and  3  small  underground 
base-precious  metal  mines  would 
be  allowed  due  to  valid  discover- 
ies. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipula- 
tion project  would  not  be  permit- 
ted under  wilderness  designation. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas 
exploration  opportunities  would  be 
al lowed. 


No  energy  exploration  or  develop- 
ment is  expected  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and 
gas  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuit- 
able portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal 
and  nonmetallic  mineral  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 
The  projected  development  of  1 
large  open  pit  base-precious 
metal  mine  partially  within  the 
suitable  portion  would  be  allow- 
ed due  to  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal, 
nonmetallic  mineral  exploration, 
development  of  4  large  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mines  and  3 
small  underground  base-precious 
metal  mines  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipula-  The  proposed  vegetative  manipula- 
tion project  would  result  in  an  tion  project  would  result  in  an 
improvement  of  range  condition  on  improvement  to  range  conditions  on 
2,150  acres.  2,150  acres. 


Projected  base-precious  metal,  non- 
metallic  mineral  exploration,  devel- 
opment of  4  large  open  pit  base- 
precious  metal  and  3  small  under- 
ground base-precious  metal  and  3 
small  underground  base-precious 
metal  mine  would  be  allowed. 


hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  approximately 
130  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  116%.   There  are 
no  roads  in  the  unit  but  six  are  cherrystemed  and  cover  six  miles.   Nine  ways 
are  present  encompassing  seven  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are 
maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  one  mile  of  road  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  study  area,  three  more  miles  of  way  in  the  southeast 
section  and  an  additional  mile  in  the  north.   These  ways  would  be  created  and 
maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They  include 
hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing. 
Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined 
total  would  remain  below  2,500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Present  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  600  visitor  hours 
annually  and  is  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none  are  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  North  Jackson  Mountain 
WSA  is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a 
500  acre  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and  associated  two  mile  access  road 
and  powerline  in  the  southern  edge  of  the  New  Years  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre 
(100  acre  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  mile 
access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  southern  tip  of  the 
Jackson  Creek  District.   A  200  acre  expansion  of  the  Iron  King  and  Red  Bird 
iron  mines  and  associated  two  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  occur  in 
the  west  side  of  the  Jackson  Creek  District.   Base-precious  metal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  five  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts  would  occur  in  the  following  areas:   Jackson  Creek 
District  (5  acres  disturbance),  New  Years  Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  Happy  Creek 
zone,  including  barite  (15  acres)  and  Deer  Creek  Peak  zone  (15  acres). 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  500  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted  one  additional  county 
pit  and  \   mile  of  access  road,  disturbing  10  acres  would  occur  and  a  five  acre 
expansion  of  one  existing  county  pit  would  occur  along  the  west  side  of  the 
WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  on  the  west  and 
northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  leasing  activities  are 
anticipated  once  restrictive  wilderness  leasing  policies  are  removed. 
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Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  10  acres  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  occur  on  3,696  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  870  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  740  AUMs .   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1 
spring  and  3.1  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the 
bureau  deems  appropriate. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  allow 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  2,590  acre  project  along  the  northeast 
boundary  and  a  1,900  acre  proposed  project  within  the  south  boundary. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  26,457  acres  in  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  seven  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There  would 
be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently,  there  are  60  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  130  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  116%. 

Other  Recreation. 

There  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping  associated  with  vehicle 
use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be  displaced  to  other  areas 
within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive  camping,  hiking,  photography  and 
nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  2,500  visitor  hours  annually.   Three  hundred  and 
fifty  of  these  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation  facilities  or 
horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing 
laws.   Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of 
operations  on  existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on 
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800  acres  of  high  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would 
result  in  the  development  of  a  500  acre  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and 
associated  two  mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  New  Years  Canyon  zone;  a 
500  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and  associated 
four  mile  access  road  and  powerline  and  a  200  acre  expansion  of  the  Iron  King 
and  Red  Bird  iron  mines  and  associated  two  mile  access  road  and  powerline  in 
the  Jackson  Creek  District. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  800  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  740  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring  and  3.1  miles 
of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the 
constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  entire  unit  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 
implementation  of  a  proposed  2,590  acre  project  along  the  northeast  boundary 
and  a  1,900  acre  proposed  project  within  the  south  boundary. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  11,100  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  15,357  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

No  acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  and  no  vehicle  ways  are  present  in  the 
suitable  area.   Therefore,  there  is  no  ORV  use  at  present  and  none  is 
projected.   No  new  roads  or  ways  would  be  allowed  in  this  area. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  the  seven  miles  of  way 
plus  possibly  create  one  mile  of  way  in  the  southwest  corner,  three  more  miles 
in  the  southeast  and  an  additional  mile  in  the  north.   These  ways  would  be 
created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors.   Presently, 
there  are  60  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  approximately  130  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  116%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  2,500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   Two  hundred  and  twenty-five  hours  of  this  figure  would  be 
spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in 
the  WSA  and  none  are  presently  planned. 
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The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  300  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  raining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  500  acre  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  and  associated  two  mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the 
southern  edge  of  the  New  Years  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acre  in  WSA)  open 
pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  mile  access  road  and 
powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  southern  tip  of  the  Jackson  Creek 
District.   A  200  acre  expansion  of  the  Iron  King  and  Red  Bird  iron  mines  and 
associated  two  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  occur  in  the  west  side  of 
the  Jackson  Creek  District.   Base-precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  four  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  would  occur  in  the  following  areas:   Jackson  Creek  District  (5  acres 
disturbance),  New  Years  Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  and  Deer  Creek  Peak  zone  (10 
acres) . 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  200  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

As  reserves  in  existing  county  gravel  pits  are  depleted  one  additional  county 
pit  and  \   mile  of  access  road,  disturbing  10  acres  would  occur  and  a  five  acre 
expansion  of  one  existing  county  pit  would  occur  along  the  west  side  of  the 
WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  on  the  west  and 
northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

There  are  no  existing  leases  within  the  nonsuitable  portion,  however,  leasing 
activities  are  anticipated  once  restrictive  wilderness  leasing  policies  are 
removed. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  disturbing  five  acres  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  occur  on  3,172  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing 
restrictions  are  removed. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  845  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  295  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  409  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring)  within  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 
implementation  of  1,600  acres  out  of  the  proposed  2,590  acre  project  along  the 
northeast  boundary.   The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  which  would 
allow  the  remaining  990  acres  along  the  northeast  boundary  and  1,900  acres 
proposed  within  the  south  boundary  to  be  manipulated. 

BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  (620) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

The  proposed  action  recommends  174,300  acres  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  145,294  acres  nonsuitable. 

This  recommendation  was  developed  after  public  participation  and  input.   The 
Winnemucca  District  requested  assistance  from  the  public  in  the  form  of  a 
"blue  ribbon"  panel  to  consider  the  many  and  varied  uses  of  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  WSA  and  to  recommend  the  best  management  approach. 

The  panel  members  reviewed  all  pertinent  Bureau  information  about  the  WSA, 
listened  to  their  constituents,  neighbors  and  the  general  public  and  then  made 
the  following  recommendations: 

(1)  designate  the  entire  WSA  as  an  Outstanding  Natural  Area  to  preserve  the 
scenic  qualities,  naturalness  and  uniqueness  of  setting; 

(2)  designate  as  wilderness  an  area  including  the  Quinn  River  and  Jackson 
Slough;  and 

(3)  design  specific  controls,  e.g.,  vehicle  closure,  ACEC,  to  protect 
specific  values  (cultural,  paleontologic,  etc.)  in  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  WSA  not  designated  as  wilderness. 

For  further  information  about  the  Black  Rock  Desert  see  Appendix  A. 

The  Winnemucca  BLM's  recommendation  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert  is  the  same  as 
the  Panel's  except  that  8,600  acres  on  the  southwest  boundary  were  deleted 
from  the  Panel's  recommendation  to  make  a  more  manageable  boundary. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Sixty-six  percent  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  suitable  portion  would  be 
closed  to  vehicles.  This  includes  three  miles  of  existing  way.  No  new  roads 
would  be  made.   No  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur  in  this  portion.   Presently, 
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ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


-Naturalness 


None  of  the  26,457  acres  would  receive  long- 
terra  protection. 


Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on  approximately 
39%  or  10,360  acres  as  a  result  of  Increased 
ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation. 


-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  Impacted  on 
approximately  34%  or  8,930  acres  from 
Increased  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 


-Special 
Features 


Impacts  On 
Recreation 
ORV  Use 


The  special  features  -  Deer  and  Parrot  Peaks 
and  New  Years  Canyon  would  not  receive  long- 
term  protection.  However,  1t  Is  anticipated 
that  most  of  the  activity  would  occur  away 
from  these  features  which  would  assure  their 
continuance. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
tinue as  projected  from  the  current  60 
visitor  hours  to  130  hours  annually. 


Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 


Projected  geotherraal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  allowed. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA  except  on  800  acres  of  valid  discover- 
ies 1n  the  southeast  and  southwest  parts  of 
the  WSA. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  -  Deer  and 
Parrot  Peaks  and  New  Years  and  Mary  Sloan 
Canyons  would  receive  long-terra  protection. 


Sixty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
130  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  foregone. 


Suitable:  Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  11,1 UU  acres.  The  special  features  of 
Parrot  Peak,  Mike  O'Brian  and  Mary  Sloan 
Canyons  are  within  this  portion. 

Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on 
approximately  57%  or  8,725  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  6%  or  845  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

There  are  no  special  features  1n  the  nonsuit- 
able  portion. 


ORV  use  would  not  change  In  the  suitable 
portion  because  there  is  no  ORY  accessible 
land. 

ORV  use  would  not  change  in  the  nonsuitable 

portion   either.    Growth  would  continue  as 

projected  from  the  current  60  visitor  hours  to 
130  hours  annually. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  1s 
expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  allowed  1n  the 
nonsuitable. 


NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


Impacts  On    Projected  base-precious  metal,  nonmetallic 
Mineral       mineral  exploration,  development  of  3  large 
Developments  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mines  and  2 
small  gravel  pits  would  be  allowed. 


Impacts  On 

Range 

Condition 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
would  result  in  an  improvement  of  range  condi- 
tion on  4,490  acres. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Projected  base-precious  metal,  nonmetalllc 
mineral  exploration  and  development  of  2  small 
gravel  pits  would  be  foregone.   The  projected 
development  of  3  large  open  pit  base-precious 
metal  mines  would  be  allowed  due  to  valid 
discoveries. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would 
not  be  permitted  under  wilderness  designation. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic 
mineral  exploration,  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  In  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-predous  metal  exploration, 
development  of  3  large  base-precious  metal 
mines  and  development  of  2  small  gravel  pits 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Approximately  1,600  acres  of  proposed  vegeta- 
tive manipulation  would  not  be  permitted 
under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condi- 
tion would  not  change. 


there  are  approximately  700  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this 
portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  1,500  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  114%. 

Future  use  on  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  five  miles  of  way  plus 
possibly  create  an  additional  five  miles  of  way  on  the  west  side  and  two  more 
miles  around  Pinto  Mountain.   These  miles  of  way  would  be  made  by  people 
enjoying  driving  around  on  the  flat  open  desert.   Less  than  a  mile  of  way 
would  be  made  on  the  east  side  by  people  trying  to  drive  as  close  to  the 
wilderness  boundary  as  possible.   Presently,  there  are  500  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
approximately  1,100  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
120%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  2,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   Rockhounding  is  not  known  to  occur  in  this  portion.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  as  in  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  200  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short  term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  road  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open 
cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Pinto  Mountain  zone,  five  acres  in  the 
Paiute  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Elephant  Mountains  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  900  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Anticipated  demand  for  clay  used  for  mining  related  tailing  ponds  and  leach 
pad  linings  would  result  in  the  development  of  five  clay  pits  and  four  miles 
of  associated  access  roads  disturbing  60  acres  along  the  northwest  and  east 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
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result  in  the  eventual  development  of  one  20  megawatt  powerplant  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerplant 
structure  and  a  12  mile  powerline  disturbing  60  acres  at  the  Pinto  Hot  Spring 
KGRA  along  the  northwest  side  of  the  WSA.   One  five  megawatt  well  head 
generator  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10 
acres  would  occur  at  McFarlanes  Hot  Spring,  along  the  southeast  side  of  the 
WSA.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill 
sites  and  four  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  40  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west  and  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  11,846  acres  (600  acres  of  Pre-FLPMA 
leases)  of  existing  geothermal  leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated 
once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the  current 
rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  one  well  pad  and  five  mile  access  road 
disturbing  25  acres  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA.   Geophysical 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  50  acres  would 
occur  along  the  southern,  northwest  and  northeast  side  of  the  WSA.   This  would 
include  numerous  geophysical  lines  as  long  as  25  miles. 

These  activities  would  occur  on  62,869  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 

Current  interest  in  lithium  rich  clay  near  the  WSA  would  result  in  lithium 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  pads  and  five 
miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  50  acres  along  the  southern,  northwest  and 
northeast  side  of  the  WSA.   There  are  no  current  mining  claims  located  for 
lithium  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Exploration  or  development  for  sodium  and  potassium  is  not  expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  310  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,919  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  3,267  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  windmill  and  1  well)  in 
the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set 
forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  319,594  acres  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  eight  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There  would  be 
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no  ORV  visitor  use.  Presently,  there  are  approximately  1,200  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually.  This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  2,600  visitor  hours  in 
the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  116%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  of  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  also  decrease.   These  include  hiking, 
photography  and  nature  study.   These  activities  would  be  concentrated  near  the 
boundary  road.   The  further  from  the  boundary  road  the  user  gets  the  less 
amount  of  use  there  would  be.   An  exception  to  the  decrease  would  be  primitive 
camping.   This  would  be  expected  to  increase  in  use.   The  combined  recreation 
use  in  all  of  these  and  in  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  1,000 
visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Of  this  amount,  150 
hours  would  be  used  by  rockhounds.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking 
trails  are  in  the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  would  be  withdrawn 
from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  7,186  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (7  windmills,  3 
wells,  1  spring  and  1  pipeline)  in  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be 
performed  under  the  constraint  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  317,734  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  1,860  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Ninety-nine  percent  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  recommended  suitable 
portion  would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  includes  eight  miles  of  way.   No 
roads  would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   Presently,  there  are  950  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  2,100 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  121%. 

Future  use  on  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  two  tenths  of  a  mile  of 
way  plus  possibly  create  less  than  a  mile  by  people  driving  onto  the  boundary 
setback  in  their  attempt  to  get  as  close  to  the  wilderness  as  possible. 
Presently,  there  are  approximately  250  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in 
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this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  550  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  120%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   One  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  hours  would  be  used  by 
rockhounds.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA 
and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  the 
suitable  portion.   The  areas  that  would  be  eliminated  do  not  receive  much  use. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

All  lands  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  mineral  entry  and 
mineral  leasing,  however,  the  additional  100  feet  of  land  around  the  perimeter 
provides  negligible  opportunities  for  energy  and  mineral  resource  development. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  7,144  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  42  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (7  windmills,  3  wells,  1 
spring  and  1  pipeline)  within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be 
performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

This  alternative  recommends  all  319,594  acres  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  as 
nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  1,200  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately 
1,450  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach 
2,600  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  116%.   There  are 
no  roads  in  the  WSA  but  one  is  cherrystemed  and  covers  .3  miles.   Eight  ways 
are  present,  encompassing  eight  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails 
are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit.   Increased  future  use  would  create 
five  miles  of  way  on  the  west  side,  four  miles  on  the  east  side,  two  miles  in 
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the  vicinity  of  Pinto  Mountain  and  three  miles  on  the  southeast  side.  These 
ways  would  be  made  by  people  trying  to  reach  the  Quinn  River,  trying  to  find 
fossil  remains  and  in  general,  just  enjoying  driving  around  on  the  flat  open 
desert. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They 
include  hiking  primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined 
recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related  activities  would  increase  slightly 
but  their  combined  total  would  remain  below  3,000  visitor  hours  annually  for 
the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   The  present  annual  rockhounding  use  is 
approximately  200  visitor  hours  and  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10 
years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and 
none  are  presently  planned.   Development  of  recreation  facilities  is  not 
anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short  term  interest  within  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA 
is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration, 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  road  and  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Pinto  Mountain  zone,  five 
acres  in  the  Paiute  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Elephant  Mountains  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  900  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Anticipated  demand  for  clay  used  for  mining  related  tailing  ponds  and  leach 
pad  linings  would  result  in  the  development  of  five  clay  pits  and  four  miles 
of  associated  access  roads  disturbing  60  acres  along  the  northwest  and  east 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  one  20  megawatt  powerplant  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  a  powerplant 
structure  and  12  mile  powerline  disturbing  60  acres  at  the  Pinto  Hot  Spring 
KGRA  along  the  northwest  side  of  the  WSA.   One  five  megawatt  well  head 
generator  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10 
acres  would  occur  at  McFarlanes  Hot  Spring,  along  the  southeast  side  of  the 
WSA.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill 
sites  and  five  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  50  acres  would  occur  along  the 
west  and  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Development  activities  would  occur  on  26,853  acres  (11,600  acres  of  Pre-FLPMA 
leases)  of  existing  geothermal  leases,  with  additional  leasing  anticipated 
once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are  removed. 

Oil  and  gas  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the  current 
rate.   This  interest  would  result  in  two  well  pads  and  10  miles  of  access 
roads  disturbing  50  acres  in  the  northern  and  southern  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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Geophysical  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  100 
acres  would  occur  throughout  the  WSA.   This  would  include  geophysical  lines  as 
long  as  45  miles. 

These  activities  would  occur  on  204,919  acres  of  existing  oil  and  gas  leases, 
with  additional  leasing  anticipated  once  wilderness  leasing  restrictions  are 
removed. 

Current  interest  in  lithium  rich  clay  near  the  WSA  would  result  in  lithium 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  pads  and  10  miles 
of  access  roads  disturbing  100  acres  throughout  the  WSA.   There  are  no  current 
mining  claims  located  for  lithium  in  the  WSA. 

Exploration  or  development  for  sodium  and  potassium  is  not  expected. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  445  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  7,186  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (7  windmills,  3 
wells,  1  spring  and  1  pipeline)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the 
bureau  deems  appropriate. 

PAHUTE  PEAK  (621) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   The 
proposed  action  recommends  25,200  acres  of  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  as  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  32,329  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Three  thousand   acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  suitable  portion  would  be 
closed  to  vehicles.   This  would  also  include  four  miles  of  existing  way.   No 
new  roads  or  ways  would  be  built.   No  ORV  visitor  use  would  occur  in  this 
portion.   Presently,  there  are  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this 
portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  90  visitor  hours 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  31  miles  of  way  plus 
create  two  miles  in  the  northwest  portion,  two  miles  in  the  northeast  corner 
and  one  mile  of  way  originating  from  the  east  boundary  road.   These  ways  would 
be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  prospectors.   Presently, 
there  are  approximately  360  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this 
portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  800  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  122%. 
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FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW     POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE     POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH     POTENTIAL 


S3S3 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCEOndirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE    CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct  evidence) 


BOUNDARY    OF  ZONES    WITH 
APPROXIMATELY    EQUIVALENT    MINERAL 
POTENTIAL    BUT    WHICH    CONTAIN 
DIFFERENT   MINERALS  (SEE  TEXT). 


PRIVATE    LAND  (SURFACE  S  MINERALS) 

PRIVATE    SURFACE  (PUBLIC    MINERALS) 
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WAY 
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FAVORABILITY 

UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 
LOW     POTENTIAL 
MODERATE     POTENTIAL 
HIGH    POTENTIAL 

LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

LOW  CONFIDENCE  (Indirect  evidence) 

MODERATE  CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 
HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct   evidence) 


BOUNDARY    OF   ZONES    WITH 
APPROXIMATELY    EQUIVALENT    MINERAL 
POTENTIAL    BUT   WHICH    CONTAIN 
DIFFERENT    MINERALS  (SEE   TEXT). 
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NV-020-620  BLACK  ROCK  DESERT-  SOUTH 

MINERAL    POTENTIAL 


BLACK  ROCK  DESERT 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    Suitable:   Wilderness  values  Mould 
Wilderness    be  preserved  on  174,300  acres. 
Values       The  special  features  -  historic- 
ally important  paleontologlc  and 
archaeologlc  resources  and  vast 
amounts  of  desert  are  within  the 
suitable  portion. 


-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


-Primitive 
Recreation 


-Special 
Features 


Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
De  impaired  on  approximately  810 
acres  or  less  than  IS  as  a  result 
of  increased  ORV  use  and  energy 
and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  4%  or 
5,270  acres  from  increased  ORV 
use  and  energy  and  mineral  activi- 
ty. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  rec- 
reation would  be  decreased  due  to 
increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

The  special  feature  of  the  undis- 
turbed vastness  would  be  subject 
to  Impairment  from  Increased  ORV 
use  as  would  the  nationally  impor- 
tant paleo  and  archaeo  resources 
that  may  be  there. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would 
and  primitive  recreation  would  be   De  preserved  on  317,734  acres, 
preserved  throughout  the  WSA.  The  The  special  features  -  the  over- 
The  special  features  would  receive  whelming  vastness  and  Important 
long-term  protection.  paleontologlc  and  archaeologlc 

resources  would  receive  long-term 

protection. 


Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would 
oe  impaired  insignificantly.  The 
100  feet  of  land  around  the  para- 
meter offers  very  limited  use. 


Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted to  a  very  small  degree 
becauese  of  the  limited  opportun- 
tles  on  the  narrow  strip. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  rec- 
reation would  be  very  little  due 
to  the  narrowness  of  the  land. 


No  special  features  are  found  on 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  1,370  acres  or  less 
than  1%   as  a  result  of  increased 
ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  im- 
pacted on  approximately  2%  or  7,565 
acres  from  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 


Opportunities  for  primitive  recrea- 
tion would  be  decreased  due  to 
Increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

None  of  the  special  features  would 
receive  long-term  protection  from 
ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 


Impacts  On    Seven  hundred  visitor  hours  of 
Recreation    current  ORV  use  and  1,500  hours 
ORV  Use      of  foreseeable  future  use  would 

be  foregone  annually  in  the  suit- 
able portion.  This  use  would  be 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change. 


Twelve  hundred  visitor  hours  of 
current  ORV  use  and  2,600  hours 
of  foreseeable  future  use  would 
be  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Nine  hundred  and  fifty  visitor 
hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
2,100  hours  of  foreseeable 
future  use  would  be  foregone 
annually  1n  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  absorbed  on 
adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV 
use  would  not  change.   Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  250  visitor  hours  to 
550  hours  annually. 


ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth 
would  continue  as  projected  from 
the  current  1,200  visitor  hours  to 
2,600  hours  annually. 


BLACK  ROCK  DESERT 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 

Energy 

Developments 


Projected  geothermal,  oil  and 
gas  exploration  opportunities 
and  1  oil  well  pad  would  be  fore- 
gone in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and 
gas  exploration,  1  oil  well  pad 
and  development  of  2  small  geo- 
thermal powerplants  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 


Impacts  On    Projected  lithium  exploration 
Mineral       opportunities  would  be  foregone 
Developments  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal 
and  lithium  exploration  and 
development  of  5  small  clay  pits 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuit- 
able  portion. 


Projected  geothermal,  oil  and 
gas  exploration  and  1  oil  well 
pad  and  development  of  2  small 
geothermal  powerplants  would  be 
foregone. 


Same  as  All  Wilderness. 


Projected  geothermal,  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  1  oil  well  pad  and 
development  of  2  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed. 


Projected  base-predous  metal  and 
lithium  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  5  small  clay  pits  would 
be  foregone. 


Same  as  All  Wilderness. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and 
lithium  exploration  and  development 
of  5  small  clay  pits  would  be 
al  lowed. 


Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities,  including  rockhounding,  would  remain  below  3,500  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Approximate  1,800  hours  would  be 
spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in 
the  WSA  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  as  in  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  700  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  300  acres  of 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  a  300  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one 
mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short  term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base-precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  1\   miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Pidgeon  Spring  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  200  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  h   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  east  side 
of  the  WSA.   High  potential  geothermal  resources  is  currently  precluded  from 
development  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA  due  to  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail 
Viewshed,  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  stipulation. 

There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  these 
exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional  leases. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  level.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  geophysical  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  east  side  of 
the  WSA.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  9,873  acres  of 
existing  oil  and  gas  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  325  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  942  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,080  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (4  reservoirs,  6  springs 
and  1.4  miles  of  pipeline)  in  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be 
performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would 
preclude  the  implementation  of  a  proposed  320  acre  project  along  the  northern 
tip  of  the  unit  boundary. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  57,529  acres  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  area  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  35  miles  of  way  would 
be  closed  to  vehicles.   No  new  roads  would  be  built  and  no  existing  roads 
would  be  closed.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  WSA.   Presently, 
there  are  approximately  400  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is 
projected  to  increase  to  900  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  125%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  of  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  hiking, 
primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use 
in  all  of  these  and  other  related  activities,  including  rockhounding,  would 
remain  below  2,000  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond. 
One  thousand  visitor  hours  of  rockhounding  is  included  in  this  figure.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  in  the  study  area  and  none 
are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   Anticipated  valid  discoveries  are  expected  on  300  acres  of 
moderate  potential  metallic  minerals  and  mining  claims.   This  would  result  in 
the  development  of  a  300  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one 
mile  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  300  acres. 


2-140 


Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  842  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,080  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (8  reservoirs,  9  springs 
and  2  pipelines)  in  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under 
the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  preclude 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  320  acre  project  along  the  northern  tip  of 
the  unit. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

All  57,529  acres  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  400  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  480 
visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  900 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%.   There  are  no 
roads  in  the  WSA  but  two  are  cherry stemed  and  cover  1.5  miles.   Twenty-one 
ways  are  present,  encompassing  35  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails 
are  maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  unit,  two  one-mile  stretches  in  the  southwest 
section,  two  miles  in  the  northeast  corner  and  one  mile  from  the  east  boundary 
road.   These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds ,  hunters  and 
prospectors . 

Other  Recreation. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  for  nonmotorized  recreation  activities.   They 
include  hiking  primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined 
recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related  activities  would  increase  slightly 
but  their  combined  total  would  remain  below  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  for 
the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   This  includes  rockhounding.   The  present  annual 
rockhounding  use  is  approximately  3,000  visitor  hours  and  expected  to  increase 
about  15%  every  10  years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails 
exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are  presently  planned.   Development  of  recreation 
facilities  is  not  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short  term  interest  within  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  is 
likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  300  acre 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline 
in  the  southern  edge  of  Copper  Canyon  zone.   Base-precious  metal  exploration 
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would  occur  consisting  of  cross  country  travel,  five  miles  of  drill  roads  and 
pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Copper  Canyon 
zone,  five  acres  in  the  Pahute  Peak  zone  (including  fluorite),  five  acres  in 
the  Clapper  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Pidgeon  Spring  zone. 

All  of  these  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  800  acres  of  mining 
claims,  plus  additional  anticipated  claim  staking. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  h.   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  east  side 
of  the  WSA.   High  potential  geothermal  resources  is  currently  precluded  from 
development  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA  due  to  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail 
Viewshed,  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  stipulation. 

There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases  within  the  WSA,  however,  these 
exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without  additional  leases. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities  are  expected  to  continue  at  the 
current  level.   This  interest  would  result  in  further  exploration  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  disturbing  10  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA. 
These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  the  existing  10,334  acres  of  existing 
oil  and  gas  lease. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy /mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  340  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.  Present  livestock 

use  is  1,922  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (8  reservoirs,  9 

wells  and  2  pipelines)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the  bureau 
deems  appropriate. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  allow 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  320  acre  project  within  the  northern  tip  of 
the  unit. 

NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  (622) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

None  of  the  30,791  acres  in  the  North  Black  Rock  Range  WSA  are  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  20  visitor  hours  would  increase  to  approximately  120  visitor 
hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  reach  220  visitor 
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T39N 


PROPOSED  ACTION 

CHERRY  STEM  ROAD 
CHERRY  STEM  WAY 


II 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-020-621     PAHUTE  PEAK 
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CHERRY  STEM  WAY 


II 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-020-621     PAHUTE  PEAK 
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FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW      POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE    POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH    POTENTIAL 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCEflndirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE  CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct  evidence) 
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VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
NV-020-621     PAHUTE  PEAK 


PAHUTE  PEAK 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Suitable:   The  wilderness  values  would  be  pre- 
servea  on  25,200  acres  except  for  300  acres  of 
valid  discoveries  near  Copper  Canyon.  The 
special  features  -  Big  Mountain,  Indian  Creek 
and  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  vlewshed  are  within 
the  suitable  portion. 

Nonsultable:   Naturalness  would  be  Impaired 
on  approximately  10%  or  6,025  acres  as  a 
result  of  increased  ORV  use,  surface  distur- 
bance from  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  Impacted  on 
approximately  IX  or  325  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  Increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

-Special      None  of  the  special  features  are  located  In  the 
Features     nonsultable  portion. 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


-Naturalness 


-Solitude 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA  except  for  300  acres  of  valid  discov- 
eries located  near  Copper  Canyons.   The 
special  features  would  receive  long-term 
protection. 


Impacts  On    Forty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
Recreation    90  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
ORV  Use      foregone  annually  1n  the  suitable  portion. 

This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsultable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  current  360  visitor  hours  to  800 
hours  annually. 

Impacts  On    No  energy  exploration  or  development  is 
Energy       allowed  in  the  suitable  portion  due  to 
Developments  current  development  restrictions  within  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Vlewshed. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsultable  portion. 


Four  hundred  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use 
and  900  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would 
be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  outside  of  the  Vlewshed 
would  be  foregone. 


Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on  approximately 
15%  or  8,640  acres  as  a  result  of  Increased  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 


Solitude  would  be  adversely  Impacted  on 
approximately  IX  or  680  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

None  of  the  special  features  would  receive 
long-term  protection  from  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  or  vegetative  manipulation. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
tinue as  projected  from  the  current  400 
visitor  hours  to  900  hours  annually. 


Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  explora- 
tion opportunities  outside  of  the  Viewshed 
would  be  allowed. 


PAHUTE  PEAK 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


Impacts  On 

Range 

Condition 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic 
mineral  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone.   The  projected  development  of  1 
large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be 
allowed  due  to  valid  discoveries. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic 
mineral  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  1n  the  suitable  portion.   The 
projected  development  of  1  large  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine,  partially  within  the 
suitable  portion  would  be  allowed  due  to 
valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration 
and  development  of  1  large  open  pit  precious 
metal  mine,  partially  within  the  nonsultable 
portion  would  be  allowed. 

Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  vegeta-  Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  vegeta- 
tive manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under  tive  manipulation  would  not  be  permitted 
wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  con- 
would  not  change.  dition  would  not  change. 


Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic 
mineral  exploration  and  development  of  I  large 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
would  result  in  an  improvement  in  range  con- 
dition on  320  acres. 


hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  120%.   There  are  no  roads  in 
the  unit  but  three  are  cherrystemed  and  cover  two  miles.   Seven  ways  are 
present  encompassing  four  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are 
maintained  or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  study  area  and  two  miles  leading  from  the  west 
boundary  up  Colman  Creek.   These  ways  would  be  created  by  rockhounds,  hunters 
and  amateur  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities  in  addition  to 
recreational  ORV  use.   They  include  hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography, 
nature  study  and  sightseeing.   Recreation  use  in  these  activities  would 
increase  slightly  but  their  combined  total  would  remain  below  5,000  visitor 
hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   This  figure  includes 
rockhounding  which  is  estimated  to  have  a  use  of  approximately  200  visitor 
hours  annually.   The  expected  growth  in  recreation  use  is  about  19%  every  10 
years.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  present  and  none 
are  currently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions . 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  North  Black  Rock  Range 
WSA  is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  base  and  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  three  miles  of  drill  roads 
and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Colman 
Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Slumgullion  Creek  zone.   These  activities 
would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as  there  are  no  existing  mining  claims 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  five  megawatt  wellhead  generator  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10 
acres  in  the  southern  tip  of  the  Colman  Creek  zone.   Geothermal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access 
roads  disturbing  five  acres  would  occur  along  the  west  side  of  Colman  Creek 
zone. 

Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  there  are  no 
existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without 
geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  25  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock  at  its  present 
livestock  use  level  of  1,599  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1 
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reservoir,  2  springs,  2  charcos  and  .3  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished 
by  whatever  means  the  bureau  deems  appropriate. 

The  entire  WSA  would  remain  open  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  allow 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  5,870  acre  project  within  the  west  half  of 
the  unit. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  30,791  acres  in  the  North  Black  Rock  Range  WSA  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  four  miles  of  existing 
ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicle  use.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There  would 
be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  unit.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  100 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  220 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  120%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  in  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  primitive 
camping,  hiking,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing.   The  combined 
recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related  activities,  including  rockhounding, 
would  remain  below  400  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years  and 
beyond.   Approximately  100  visitor  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  study  area  and  none 
are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  North  Black  Rock  Range  WSA  would  be 
withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing 
laws.   Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of 
operations  on  existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to 
withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  1,599  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  reservoir,  2 
springs,  2  charcos  and  .3  miles  of  fence)  within  the  designated  wilderness 
area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness 
Management  Policy. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  preclude 
the  implementation  of  a  proposed  5,870  acre  project  within  the  western  half  of 
the  unit. 
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WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

This  alternative  recommends  10,700  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  20,091  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Eleven  percent  (1,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  recommended 
suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  includes  three  miles  of 
way.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  this  portion  of  the  unit. 
Presently,  there  are  10  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion. 
This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  approximately  100  visitor  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  the  mile  of  way  present 
plus  possibly  create  two  additional  miles  in  the  southwest  corner  and  two  more 
miles  up  Colman  Creek.   These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by 
rockhounds,  hunters  and  amateur  prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  90  visitor 
hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase 
to  approximately  200  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
122%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  250  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Approximately  50  visitor  hours  would  be  spent  rockhounding  in 
this  portion.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the 
WSA  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  as  in 
the  suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  100  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely. 
This  interest  would  result  in  base  and  precious  metal  exploration,  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  three  miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches 
and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Colman  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in 
the  Slumgullion  Creek  zone.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining 
claims  as  there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 
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Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  the  eventual  development  of  a  five  megawatt  wellhead  generator  with 
associated  well  pad,  one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10  acres 
in  the  southern  tip  of  the  Colman  Creek  zone.   Geothermal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access 
roads  disturbing  five  acres  would  occur  along  the  west  side  of  Colman  Creek 
zone. 

Development  activities  would  have  to  occur  on  new  leases  as  there  are  no 
existing  leases.   Exploration  activities  would  occur  with  or  without 
geothermal  leases. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  25  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  556  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  1,043  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (1  spring  and  1  charcos) 
within  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints 
set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  vegetative  manipulation  precluding  the 
implementation  of  1,920  acres  out  of  the  proposed  5,870  acre  project  within 
the  western  half  of  the  unit.   The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  which 
would  allow  the  remaining  3,950  acres  to  be  manipulated. 


NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  (827) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   It 
recommends  8,900  acres  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  as  suitable 
for  wilderness  designation  and  60,783  acres  nonsuitable. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

Seven  percent  (3,000  acres)  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  suitable  portion 
would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   This  includes  one  mile  of  way.   No  new  roads 
would  be  built.   There  would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  this  portion. 
Presently,  there  are  15  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion. 
This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  30  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  100%. 

Future  use  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  maintain  eight  miles  of  way  plus 
possibly  create  two  more  miles  in  the  southwest  portion.   An  additional  mile 
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PROPOSED  ACTION 
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LCT  ISA    PORTION  OF  LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT 
INSTANT  STUDY  AREA  WITHIN  WSA. 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-020-622     NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE 


'■;..:  .:.::■:  ^  .^-: 


T41N 


T40N 


,.-   V 


-  -! 


._j 


i 
—r 

._ r. 

i 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
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LCT  ISA    PORTION  OF  LAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT 
INSTANT  STUDY  AREA  WITHIN  WSA, 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-020-622     NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE 
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FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW     POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE     POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH    POTENTIAL 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCE  (Indirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE   CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct  evidence) 


BOUNDARY    OF   ZONES    WITH 
APPROXIMATELY    EQUIVALENT    MINERAL 
POTENTIAL    BUT   WHICH    CONTAIN 
DIFFERENT    MINERALS  (SEE   TEXT). 


PORTION    OF   LAHONTAN    CUTTHROAT 
TROUT   INSTANT   STUDY  AREA    WITHIN   W.5.A. 

PRIVATE    LAND(SURFACE  8  MINERALS) 
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PROPOSED  VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
(5,870  acres) 


II 


.  p 


VEGETATIVE  MANIPULATION 
NV-020-622     NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE 


NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Impacts  On 
Wilderness 
Values 


None  of  the  30,791  acres  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 


-Naturalness  Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximately 
42%  or  12,895  acres  as  a  result  of  increased 
ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation. 


-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 

approximately  1%   or  425  acres  from  increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

-Special      None  of  the  special  features  would  receive 
Features     long-term  protection. 

Impacts  On    ORV  use  would  not  change.   Growth  would 
Recreation    continue  as  projected  from  the  current  100 
ORV  Use       visitor  hours  to  220  hours  annually. 


Impacts  On  Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
Energy  ment  of  1  small  geothermal  wellhead  generator 
Developments  would  be  allowed. 


The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primi- 
tive recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  WSA.   The  special  features  -  Red  Mountain, 
Coleman  and  Soldier  Creeks  and  the  Lahontan 
Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area  would  receive 
long-term  protection. 


One  hundred  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use 
and  220  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would 
be  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  1  small  geothermal  wellhead  generator 
would  be  foregone. 


Suitable:   Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved 
on  iu,/uu  acres.  The  special  features  -  Red 
Mountain,  Coleman  Creek  and  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  Natural  Area  are  within  the  suitable 
portion. 


Nonsuitable:   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
approximately  39%  or  7,780  acres  as  a  result  of 
Increased  ORV  use,  surface  disturbance  from 
energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  2%   or  425  acres  from  Increased 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use,  energy 
and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipula- 
tion. 

None  of  the  special  features  are  in  the  non- 
suitable  portion. 

Ten  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and  20 
hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be  fore- 
gone annually  1n  the  suitable  portion.   This 
use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.  Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  current  90  visitor  hours  to  200  hours 
annually. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  ex- 
pected In  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  develop- 
ment of  1  small  geothermal  wellhead  generator 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE 


PROPOSED  ACTION 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On 

Mineral 

Developments 


Impacts  On 

Range 

Condition 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


Projected  precious  metal  exploration  oppor- 
tun<t1es  would  be  allowed. 


The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project 
would  result  1n  an  improvement  in  range  con- 
dition on  5,870  acres. 


Projected  precious  metal  exploration  oppor- 
tunities would  be  foregone. 


Approximately  5,870  acres  proposed  for  vege- 
tative manipulation  would  not  be  permitted 
under  wilderness  designation  and  range  con- 
dition would  not  improve. 


No  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  ex- 
pected 1n  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  oppor- 
tunities would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  proposed  vegeta- 
tive manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  and  range  condition 
would  not  change. 


of  way  would  be  made  off  of  Road  8  by  several  short  ways  branching  from  it. 
These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds,  hunters  and  amateur 
prospectors.   Presently,  there  are  approximately  65  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected  to  increase  to  150  visitor 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  130%. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  portion  of  the  WSA  recommended  suitable  would  remain  open  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  activities.   They  include  hiking,  primitive  camping,  photography 
and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  of  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  remain  below  500  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10  years 
and  beyond.   Approximately  20  visitor  hours  would  be  spent  by  rockhounds  in 
this  portion  and  10  would  switch  to  the  nonsuitable  portion.   No  recreation 
facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are  presently 
planned. 

The  situation  would  be  essentially  the  same  in  the  nonsuitable  as  in  the 
suitable  portion  except  that  there  would  be  50  visitor  hours  of  rockhound 
activity  annually.   No  recreation  facilities  are  anticipated. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  suitable  portion  would  be  withdrawn  from 
all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and  mineral  leasing  laws. 
Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of  operations  on  existing 
mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for  plans  of  operations  on 
existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected  prior  to  withdrawal.   No 
potential  energy  or  mineral  resources  have  been  identified  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral  exploration/ 
development,  short-term  interest  with  the  nonsuitable  portion  is  likely.   This 
interest  would  result  in  zeolite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country 
travel   drill  pads,  one  mile  of  access  road,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts 
disturbing  five  acres  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA.   These  activities 
would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as  there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 

Geothermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  \   mile  of  access  road  disturbing  five  acres  along  the  southern  edge  of  the 
WSA.   There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases,  however,  these  activities  would 
occur  with  or  without  additional  leasing. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or  on 
the  498  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity 
would  be  approximately  10  acres. 
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Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  439  AUMs  in  the  suitable  portion  and  3,000  AUMs  in  the  recommended 
nonsuitable.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (3  miles  of  fence)  in  the 
designated  wilderness  area  would  be  performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth 
in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

All  69,683  acres  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  closed  to  recreational  ORV  use.   The  nine  miles  of 
existing  ways  would  be  closed  to  vehicles.   No  roads  would  be  closed.   There 
would  be  no  ORV  visitor  use  in  the  unit.   Presently,  there  are  approximately 
80  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  use  is  projected 
to  increase  to  180  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
125%. 

Other  Recreation. 

Due  to  lack  of  access,  there  would  be  a  reduction  in  hunting  and  camping 
associated  with  vehicle  use.   However,  use  of  these  activities  would  be 
displaced  to  other  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.   Other  types  of 
nonmotorized  recreation  would  increase  slightly.   These  include  hiking, 
primitive  camping,  photography  and  nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  of 
these  and  in  other  related  activities  would  remain  below  500  visitor  hours 
annually  for  the  next  10  years  and  beyond.   Twenty  visitor  hours  of  use  would 
be  spent  rockhounding.   No  recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  are  in 
the  study  area  and  none  are  presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Subject  to  valid  existing  rights,  the  North  Fork  Little  Humboldt  River  WSA 
would  be  withdrawn  from  all  forms  of  appropriation  under  the  mining  and 
mineral  leasing  laws.   Validity  examinations  would  be  conducted  for  plans  of 
operations  on  existing  mining  claims  and  valid  rights  determinations  made  for 
plans  of  operations  on  existing  leases.   No  valid  discoveries  are  expected 
prior  to  withdrawal. 

Range  Management  Actions . 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  to  be  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,439  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (8  reservoirs,  2 
corrals  and  9  miles  of  fence)  in  the  designated  wilderness  area  would  be 
performed  under  the  constraints  set  forth  in  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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NO  WILDERNESS 

All  69,683  acres  in  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  WSA  would  be 
recommended  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  unit  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   The  present  use  level  of 
approximately  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  approximately  100 
visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next  10  years  and  is  projected  to  increase  to 
180  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  125%.   Projection 
of  figures  indicate  that  use  would  continue  to  increase  but  would  not  go 
beyond  200  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  long  term.   There  are  no  roads  in  the 
WSA  bur  four  are  cherrystemed  and  covers  eight  miles.   Five  ways  are  present, 
encompassing  nine  miles.   No  additional  roads,  ways  or  trails  are  maintained 
or  planned  for  the  unit. 

Increased  future  use  would  create  an  additional  two  miles  of  way  in  the 
southwest  portion  and  several  short  ways  branching  off  from  Road  8  in  the 
southeast"  porMon.   The  total  distance  of  these  branches  is  not  expected  to 
exceed  one  mile.   These  ways  would  be  created  and  maintained  by  rockhounds, 
hunters  and  amateur  prospectors. 

Other  Recreation. 

The  entire  WSA  would  be  open  for  other  recreational  activities  in  addition  to 
recreational  ORV  use.   They  include  hiking,  hunting,  camping,  photography  and 
nature  study.   The  combined  recreation  use  in  these  and  other  related 
activities  would  increase  slightly  but  their  combined  total,  including 
rockhounding,  would  remain  below  350  visitor  hours  annually  for  the  next  10 
years  and  beyond.   The  present  annual  rockhounding  use  is  approximately  70 
visiror  hours  and  expected  to  increase  about  19%  every  10  years.   No 
recreation  facilities  or  horse/hiking  trails  exist  in  the  WSA  and  none  are 
presently  planned. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resources  Management  Actions. 

Based  on  surrounding  current  and  past  metallic  mineral 

exploration/development,  short-term  interest  within  the  North  Fork  Little 
Humboldt  River  WSA  is  likely.   This  interest  would  result  in  zeolite 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  drill  pads,  one  mile  of  access 
roads  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  along  the  southern 
edge  of  the  WSA.   These  activities  would  likely  occur  on  new  mining  claims  as 
there  are  no  existing  mining  claims. 

GeoMiermal  exploration  has  subsided  compared  to  the  past,  however,  proposed 
developments  are  increasing  in  the  surrounding  areas.   This  interest  would 
result  in  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  si.es 
and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  along  the  southern  edge  of 
the  WSA.   There  are  no  existing  geothermal  leases,  however,  these  activities 
would  occur  with  or  without  additional  leasing. 
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No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  low  potential  oil  and  gas  or  on 
the  498  acres  of  existing  leases. 

Total  acres  of  projected  disturbance  resulting  from  energy/mineral  activity- 
would  be  approximately  10  acres. 

Range  Management  Actions. 

The  entire  WSA  would  continue  being  grazed  by  livestock.   Present  livestock 
use  is  3,439  AUMs.   Maintenance  on  existing  developments  (8  reservoirs,  2 
corrals  and  9  miles  of  fence)  would  be  accomplished  by  whatever  means  the 
bureau  deems  appropriate. 
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R43E 


ALTERNATIVES 
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WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 


T43N 


=    CHERRY  STEM  ROAD 
:=   CHERRY  STEM  WAY 


T42N 


R43E 


ALTERNATIVES 
NV-020-827    NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  RIVER 


»"»«■     BOUNDARY    OF  ZONES    WITH 

APPROXIMATELY    EQUIVALENT    MINERAL 
POTENTIAL    BUT    WHICH    CONTAIN 
DIFFERENT    MINERALS  (SEE   TEXT). 

Y//A        PRIVATE   LAND  (SURFACE  a  MINERALS) 

W.  S.A.    BOUNDARY 

ROAD 

WAY 


T44N 


T43N 


T42N 


T41N 


R43E 

FAVORABILITY 

1.  UNFAVORABLE     POTENTIAL 

2.  LOW      POTENTIAL 

3.  MODERATE     POTENTIAL 

4.  HIGH     POTENTIAL 


LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE 

A.  INSUFFICIENT     DATA 

B.  LOW  CONFIDENCE(lndirect  evidence) 

C.  MODERATE   CONFIDENCE  (Direct 

evidence) 

D.  HIGH     CONFIDENCE  (Abundant 

direct  evidence) 


NV-020-827  NORTH  FORK  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  RIVER 

MINERAL     POTENTIAL 


NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT 


PROPOSED  ACTION-PARTIAL 


ALL  WILDERNESS 


NO  WILDERNESS 


Impacts  On    Suitable:  Wilderness  values  would  be  preserved  The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  prlml- 

Wllderness    on  o.vuu  acres.  The  special  feature  -  the  tlve  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 

Values       Humboldt  River  Gorge  Itself  Is  in  the  suitable  the  WSA.  The  special  feature  of  the  Humboldt 

portion.  River  Gorge  would  receive  long-terra  protection. 

-Naturalness  Nonsultable:   Naturalness  would  be  Impaired 
on  approximately  5%   or  3,010  acres  due  to 
Increased  ORV  use  and  surface  disturbance 
from  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Solitude     Solitude  would  be  adversely  Impacted  on 

approximately  170  acres  or  less  than  It  from 

increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

-Primitive    Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
Recreation   be  decreased  due  to  increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

-Special     There  are  no  special  features  In  the  non- 
Features     suitable  portion. 

Impacts  On    Fifteen  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
Recreation    30  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
ORV  Use      foregone  annually  1n  the  suitable  portion. 

This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  adjacent 

lands. 


Eighty  visitor  hours  of  current  ORV  use  and 
180  hours  of  foreseeable  future  use  would  be 
foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  adjacent  lands. 


None  of  the  69,683  acres  would  receive  long- 
term  protection. 


Naturalness  would  be  Impaired  on  approximately 
4*  or  3,015  acres  as  a  result  of  Increased  ORV 
use  and  surface  disturbance  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

Solitude  would  be  adversely  impacted  on 
approximately  170  acres  or  less  than  1%  from 
Increased  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

Opportunities  for  primitive  recreation  would 
be  decreased  due  to  Increased  ORV  use  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

The  special  feature  -  the  Humboldt  River 
Gorge  would  not  receive  long-term  protection. 

ORV  use  would  not  change.  Growth  would  con- 
tinue as  projected  from  the  current  80  visitor 
hours  to  180  hours  annually. 


In  the  nonsultable  portion,  ORV  use  would  not 
change.   Growth  would  continue  as  projected 
from  the  current  65  visitor  hours  to  150  hours 
annual ly. 

Impacts  On    No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor 
Energy       is  any  exploration  or  development  anticipated 
Developments  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsultable  portion. 

Impacts  On  No  mineral  resources  have  been  Identified  nor 
Mineral  is  any  exploration  or  development  anticipated 
Developments   in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed  1n  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone.  would  be  allowed. 


Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  foregone. 


Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities 
would  be  allowed. 
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AFFECTED  ENVIRONMENT 


Introduction 

This  chapter  presents  the  environment  as  it  exists  today  in  the  WSAs  within 
the  Winnemucca  District  and  serves  as  a  basis  on  which  impacts  of  the 
alternatives  may  be  assessed. 

Much  data  was  compiled  to  aid  in  presenting  the  existing  environment  and 
subsequent  analysis,  too  much  to  include  in  each  individual  WSA  write-up. 
Please  refer  to  the  appendix  section  or  consult  the  Table  of  Contents  for 
tables  depicting  roads  and  ways,  private  inholdings,  manmade  features,  and 
various  tables  of  energy  and  mineral  features. 

In  addition,  prior  to  undertaking  this  EIS,  the  bureau  contracted  with 
Barringer  Resources,  a  private  firm,  to  conduct  a  stream  sediment  geochemical 
survey,  evaluate  the  data  and  rank  the  mineral  potential  of  each  WSA.   The 
Barringer  Report  has  been  relied  on  very  heavily  in  this  document, 
particularly  for  ranking  the  metallic  mineral  potential.   This  research  and 
analysis  by  Barringer  Resources  is  similar  to  the  mineral  survey  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  Mines  for  each 
WSA  recommended  for  wilderness  designation.   Figure  3-1  shows  the 
Classification  Scheme  and  Level  of  Confidence  Scheme  that  likely  will  be 
adopted  Bureau-wide  and  has  been  used  here  to  rank  energy  and  mineral 
potential  within  the  WSAs.   Metals  indicated  by  an  asterisks  are  those  on  the 
strategic  and  critical  materials  list. 

Environmental  Components 

The  physical  features  of  the  Winnemucca  District  are  typical  of  those 
associated  with  the  Great  Basin  and  Range  Physiographic  Province.   Land  form 
consists  of  north-south  trending  mountain  ranges  separated  by  broad,  flat 
valleys.   Climatic  features  are  consistent  over  the  district  being,  hot  and 
dry,  which  in  turn  influences  the  physical  environment  to  a  great  extent 
making  it  fairly  uniform  throughout.   The  following  topics  are  presented  as 
background  information  to  aid  the  reader  in  getting  a  feel  for  the  area.   In 
those  situations  where  WSA  specific  information  or  features  are  known,  they 
are  discussed  under  the  wilderness  values  section  for  each  WSA. 

Water  Quantity/Quality 

The  main  supply  of  water  in  the  district  is  runoff  in  the  form  of  snowmelt  and 
rainfall  from  lands  over  5,000  feet  in  elevation.   The  majority  of  the  surface 
water  springs  and  streams  occur  in  the  mountain  locations.   Within  the 
district,  there  are  approximately  1,282  miles  of  perennial  streams  of  which 
40%  are  on  public  lands,  two  small  lakes,  over  10,000  springs  and  225 
reservoirs.   Of  these,  there  are  approximately  41  reservoirs  and  51  developed 
springs  recorded  in  the  WSAs  (consult  Appendix  A-14  for  locations).   The 
conditions  and  volume  of  both  are  unknown  at  this  time.   Evaporation  ranges 
from  46  to  52  inches  annually. 
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Figure  3-1 
CLASSIFICATION  AND  LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE  SCHEMES 
CLASSIFICATION  SCHEME 

Unfavorable 

1.  The  geologic  environment  and  the  inferred  geologic  processes  do  not 
indicate  favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

Low 

2.  The  geologic  environment  and  the  inferred  geologic  processes  indicate  low 
favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources.  Includes  some 
prospectively  valuable  areas. 

Moderate 

3.  The  geologic  environment,  the  inferred  geologic  processes,  the  reported 
mineral  occurrences,  the  geochemical  or  geophysical  anomalies  or  prospectively 
valuable  areas  indicate  moderate  favorability  for  accumulation  of  energy  and 
mineral  resources. 

High 

4.  The  geologic  environment,  the  inferred  geologic  processes,  the  reported 
mineral  occurrences,  the  known  mines  or  deposits  or  Known  Geothermal  Resource 
Areas  (KGRAs)  or  Known  Geologic  Structures  (KGSs)  indicate  high  favorability 
for  accumulation  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

LEVEL  OF  CONFIDENCE  SCHEME 

No  Confidence 

A.  The  available  data  are  either  insufficient  and/or  cannot  be  considered  as 
direct  evidence  to  support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and 
mineral  resources  within  the  respective  area. 

Low 

B.  The  available  data  provide  indirect  evidence  to  support  or  refute  the 
possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

Moderate 

C.  The  available  data  provide  direct  evidence,  but  are  quantitatively 
minimal,  to  support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral 
resources . 

High 

D.  The  available  data  provide  abundant  direct  and  indirect  evidence  to 
support  or  refute  the  possible  existence  of  energy  and  mineral  resources. 

Source:   Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Denver  Service  Center  and  Winnemucca 
District,  1982 

Water  quality  varies  throughout  the  district.  When  public  drinking  water 
standards  are  exceeded  it  is  most  often  caused  by  total  dissolved  solids, 
manganese,  carbonate,  sulfate,  arsenic  and  coliform  in  creeks  and  springs. 
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Most  of  the  surface  water  meets  suggested  drinking  water  levels  except  for 
coliform.   Very  little  ground  water  quality  data  is  available.   However,  what 
data  is  available  indicates  extreme  variability.   Water  in  the  mountains  and 
along  the  valley  margins  is  the  least  mineralized.   Elsewhere,  high  sulfate 
concentrations  often  occur. 

Wildlife 

Big  Game 

Three  species  of  big  game  presently  occupy  the  WSAs  in  the  district.   Mule 
deer  are  the  most  abundant  and  widespread;  mountain  lions  are  widespread  and 
relatively  abundant,  while  pronghorn  antelope  are  found  in  the  northern 
one-half  of  the  district.   Mule  deer  and  mountain  lions  are  in  all  the  WSAs, 
except  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  with  pronghorns  in  all  but  the  Selenite 
Mountains,  Mount  Limbo,  Black  Rock  Desert,  China  Mountain,  Tobin  Range  and 
Augusta  Mountain  WSAs.   For  the  entire  district  the  population  trend  for  mule 
deer  has  been  downward  since  1981,  primarily  due  to  the  increased  severity  of 
past  winters.   Mountain  lion  populations  are  approximately  80%  of  maximum  and 
pronghorn  antelope  populations  remain  high.   The  only  population  numbers 
available  for  the  district  are  those  from  Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife 
(NDOW),  based  on  their  game  management  units.   No  attempt  was  made  to  break 
these  numbers  down  from  the  large  NDOW  units  to  the  small  site-specific  WSAs 
because  of  the  high  risk  of  error. 

Mule  deer  use  of  the  WSAs  may  be  seasonal-winter,  spring,  summer,  fall  or 
yearlong.   Migration  of  mule  deer  is  usually  altitudinal;  they  may  occupy^ 
valley  floors  and  lower  slopes  during  winter  and  ascend  the  mountains  during 
the  summer. 

Mountain  lions  as  well  as  pronghorn  antelope  generally  remain  in  the  WSAs 
yearlong.   In  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA  the  winter  population  increases  when 
pronghorn  antelope  migrate  into  the  area,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  they 
create  a  special  management  concern.   Populations  in  other  units  remain  fairly 
constant  yearlong. 

There  are  several  winter  concentration  areas  for  mule  deer  and  pronghorn 
antelope  within  several  of  the  WSAs.   Winter  areas  are  considered  crucial  use 
areas  as  this  is  where  the  animals  are  most  concentrated  and  stressed  during 
the  critical  seasons  of  the  year. 

Fifteen  of  the  18  WSAs  have  been  designated  as  areas  for  potential  bighorn 
sheep  reestablishment.   The  three  exceptions  are  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  North 
Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  and  Augusta  Mountain  WSAs.   Reestablishment  is 
accomplished  by  motorized  transport  and  should  take  place  as  close  as  possible 
to  water  and  appropriate  cover. 

The  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  have  been  identified  as  areas  for 
potential  elk  introduction.   Techniques  and  requirements  for  introduction  are 
the  same  as  those  for  bighorn  sheep. 

Upland  Game  Birds  and  Rabbits 

All  WSAs  in  the  district  have  one  or  more  species  of  game  birds.   The  relative 
abundance  of  each  species  varies  from  WSA  to  WSA  due  to  variations  in  habitat 
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conditions,  such  as  presence  or  absence  of  rocky  outcrops,  free  water  or  dense 
sagebrush.   Major  species  present  in  descending  order  of  abundance  over  the 
district  are  chukar  partridge,  valley  quail  and  sage  grouse.   Scattered 
concentrations  of  Gam be 1  quail,  mountain  quail  and  mourning  doves  can  also  be 
found  in  a  few  WSAs. 

Cottontail  rabbits  and  whitetail  jackrabbits  (hares)  may  be  found  in  all  the 
WSAs.   Pygmy  rabbits,  not  as  common  as  the  others,  may  be  found  in  a  few  WSAs. 

Furbearers 

Numerous  species  of  furbearers  live  throughout  the  district  and  in  the  WSAs  in 
varying  numbers  with  no  species  considered  relatively  abundant  in  numbers. 
Species  present,  but  not  in  order  of  importance,  are  kit  fox,  bobcat,  beaver 
and  muskrat.   Nearly  every  WSA  has  at  least  one  of  these  species  present. 

Threatened  and/or  Endangered  Species 

According  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  there  are  no  known  threatened 
and/or  endangered  wildlife  species  in  any  of  the  WSAs. 

Lands 

There  are  five  WSAs  that  contain  no  private  inholdings  while  13  WSAs  contain  a 
grand  total  of  7,305  acres  of  private  land.   All  18  WSAs  contain  cherrystem 
roads  or  dead  end  routes  to  some  degree.   Three  WSAs  have  utility  corridors 
that  conflict  with  boundaries — one  corridor  is  established  and  two  are 
designated.   One  WSA  has  a  Desert  Land  Entry  (DLE)  application  on  it.   There 
are  Free-Use-Permits,  rights-of-way  and  a  communication  site  associated  with 
several  other  WSAs. 

There  are  no  anticipated  conflicts  between  these  uses  and  wilderness 
designation  since  all  uses  can  easily  be  relocated  outside  the  designated  area 
if  necessary.   The  above-listed  land  uses  are  shown  for  each  WSA. 

All  private  inholdings  are  currently  being  used  for  livestock  grazing  which  is 
compatible  with  wilderness  and  pose  no  concerns  at  present.   It  is  believed 
there  are  no  pending  uses  for  these  private  inholdings  that  would  cause  a 
change  from  current  use.   There  is  a  possibility  that  operations  such  as 
mining  could  occur  on  them  at  some  future  date. 


HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  (007) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  the  northern  half  of  the  Calico  Mountain  Range.   It  is 
elongated,  measuring  approximately  16  miles  north-south  and  from  three  to 
eight  miles  east-west. 

The  study  area  is  dominated  by  rolling  landscape  and  dissected  by  major 
drainages  and  a  major  ridgeline  with  an  imposing  rimrock  bluff  on  the  west 
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side.   Two  deep  canyons  (Box  and  Fly)  cut  across  the  northern  tip  of  the  study 
area,  offering  a  break  in  the  uniform  landscape. 

Vegetation  is  primarily  low-lying  shrubs,  predominantly  greasewood  and 
sagebrush  with  a  scattering  of  riparian  vegetation  along  the  major  drainages 
and  canyon  bottoms.   Elevation  ranges  from  4,000  to  7,000  feet. 

Wilderness  Values 
Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Nearly  two-thirds  of  the  WSA 
is  free  of  manmade  features.   Several  range  improvements,  including 
fencelines,  developed  springs  and  a  small  reservoir,  are  located  near  the  edge 
of  the  unit. 

Two  cherrystem  roads,  totalling  2.3  miles,  and  ten  vehicle  ways,  totalling 
13  4  miles,  are  located  within  the  WSA.   Outside  sights  and  sounds  are 
primarily  restricted  to  light  vehicular  traffic,  minor  range  improvements  and 
two  small  mining  areas  adjacent  to  the  WSA  on  the  east  side. 
have  little  difficulty  locating  natural  landscapes. 


Visitors  would 


Opportunities  for  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Although  topographic  and  vegetative  screening  is  relatively 
poor   the  large  size  of  High  Rock  Lake  ensures  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude.   Regular,  low-level  military  flights  are  the  most  significant 
detractor  from  solitude. 

Recreational  attractions  include  the  Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
Canyon,  Donnelly  Creek,  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  viewshed,  rockhounding 
areas  and  wildlife.   Day  hiking,  rock  climbing,  nature  study  and  rockhounding 
are  considered  outstanding,  especially  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  unit. 
Game  species  include  mule  deer,  cougar,  chukar,  sage  grouse  and  antelope. 

Special  Features 

The  northern  boundary  road  of  High  Rock  Lake  parallels  the  route  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  a  mid-1800s  emigrant  trail  of  national  significance 
and  noted  on  the  National  Register.   The  viewshed  of  this  trail  extends  into 
the  northernmost  portion  of  the  WSA.   The  natural  appearance  of  this  portion 
of  the  WSA  contributes  to  the  "integrity  of  setting"  for  the  trail,  which 
appears  much  the  way  it  did  during  emigrant  migrations. 

Other  special  features  include  the  Fly  Canyon  potholes  (large  holes  in  bedrock 
carved  by  whirlpools),  High  Rock  Lake,  Box  Canyon,  three  paleontologic  sites, 
wild  horses  and  riparian  zones  along  Donnelly  Creek. 


Recreation 


on  facilities  within  or  adjacent  tc 
i  use  is  from  light  to  moderate  with 


Presently,  there  are  no  developed  recreati 

the  WSA  and  none  are  planned. 

the  heaviest  uses  occurring  in  the  vicinity  of  Fly  Canyon  and  along  the  east 
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boundary.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families  with  a  few  groups 
interested  in  the  historic  aspects  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail. 

Fly  Canyon  is  an  important  area  because  it  is  on  the  exact  route  of  the  old 
Trail  with  remains  of  a  wagon  slide  still  visible.   The  east  boundary  area  is 
popular  with  rockhounds.   Opal  deposits  are  located  just  outside  of  the 
boundary  while  jasper,  petrified  wood  and  agate  are  known  to  occur  within  the 
WSA.   High  Rock  Lake,  just  west  of  Fly  Canyon,  was  utilized  as  a  camping  spot 
by  many  of  the  early  emigrants. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  4,000  visitor  hours  annually 
with  the  vast  majority  considered  to  be  nonmotorized  recreation  activities 
such  as  rockhounding,  nature  study,  history  study,  photography,  sightseeing, 
hiking  and  hunting.   There  are  60  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 
Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  minerals  are  not  known  to  have  been  produced  from  any  of  the  mining 
claims  within  the  WSA.   There  are  two  operating  precious  opal  mines  adjacent 
to  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA.   Some  mineral  production  has  occurred  from 
the  Donnelly  District  just  west  of  the  WSA  (see  Calico  Mountains  WSA  for  more 
information),  but  this  District  is  presently  inactive.   The  WSA  is  considered 
to  have  26,200  acres  (42%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and 
contains  600  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA)  of  raining  claims. 

Claim  staking  and  exploration  activities  also  have  increased  significantly  in 
the  last  two  to  three  years  at  Nellie  Spring  Mountain  (17  miles  to  the 
northwest),  Butte  Springs  Hills  (6  miles  to  the  vest)  and  in  the  Calico 
Mountain  WSA  (9  miles  to  the  south).   A  300  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine 
was  recently  placed  into  production  near  Hog  Ranch  Mountain  15  miles  sou^hwest" 
of  the  WSA 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

DONNELLY  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  shows: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     mafic  copper-nickel 

Very  low:    base-precious  metal,  antimony-mercury 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    barium 

Moderate:    gold,  nickel*,  antimony* 

Low:     zinc*,  tungsten*,  mercury* 
(Asterisks  indicate  strategic  and  critical  materials.) 

These  anomalous  responses,  of  which  precious  metals,  antimony  and  mercury  are 
most  favorable,  may  be  related  to  hydrothermal  activity  along  a  north-south 
fault  zone  that  produced  the  precious  opal  deposit  at  the  Duffy  Mine  1\   miles 
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north  of  Donnelly  Creek.   Some  minor  prospecting  activity,  including  two  short 
adits,  have  occurred  on  portions  of  28  mining  claims  in  this  zone. 

BOX  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     gold-silver,  mercury-antimony,  volcanic  uranium 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury* 

Moderate:    silver,  molybdenum 

Anomalous  molydenum  and  mercury  values  occur  in  a  north-south  fault-controlled 
drainage  on  the  north  and  south  sides  of  Box  Cannon.   Anomalous  silver  values 
appear  to  have  been  transported  in  from  the  west  where  other  anomalous  metal 
values  are  indicated  in  the  Barringer  Report.   Tributary  drainages  to  Box 
Canyon  do  not  contain  anomalous  silver  values.   No  prospecting  activities  or 
mining  claims  are  known  in  this  zone. 

FLY  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  sampling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     gold-silver,  base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury* 

Moderate:    zinc* 

These  anomalous  responses  may  be  attributed  to  the  postulated  caldera 
structure  projected  through  Fly  Canyon  and/or  the  hot  spring  activity  at 
Soldier  Meadows,  one  mile  north.   No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims 
occur  in  this  zone. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Precious  opals  are  known  to  occur  in  the  Willow  Creek  Zone  and  are  being 
produced  from  the  Duffy  Mine  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  Zone. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

High  (4D)  -  The  Willow  Creek  Zone,  known  precious  opal  occurrence  and 
Donnelly  Creek  Zone,  precious  opal  production,  is  considered  to  have 
18,900  acres  (30%  of  WSA)  of  high  opal  potential. 

Moderate  (3B)  -  The  remainder  of  the  WSA  contains  43,496  acres  (JOA   of 
WSA)  of  moderate  opal  potential. 

Geothermal  Resources 

The  Soldier  Meadows  KGRA  on  the  northern  end  of  the  WSA  contains  4  000  acres 
of  wMch  840  acres  are  located  within  the  WSA  with  760  acres  containing  a  No 
Surface  Occupancy"  stipulation  to  protect  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail 
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viewshed.   Of  the  18,800  acres  of  high  and  6,300  acres  of  moderate  geothermal 
potential,  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  stipulation  currently  precluded 
development  on  6,000  acres  of  the  high  and  3,200  acres  of  the  moderate 
geothermal  potential.   To  date  there  have  been  no  geothermal  applications  or 
leases  issued  in  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  north  boundary  and  a  1%-  to 
2-mile-wide  strip  with  warm  springs  on  the  east  side  contains  18,800 
acres  (30%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 

Moderate  (3B)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  on  the  west  side  contains  6,300  acres 
(10%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Two  post-FLPMA  oil  and  gas  lease  blocks  covering  5,935  acres  (10%  of  WSA) 
extend  into  the  WSA  on  the  east  and  west-central  sides,  with  extensive  leasing 
several  miles  to  the  west.   To  date  no  exploration  activities  have  occurred  in 
the  general  area. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2A,  low  potential 
insufficient  data. 


Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  April  1  to  October  31. 
There  are  four  allotments  with  a  total  current  use  of  3,076  AUMs  in  the'wSA. 
No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  33.3%  in 
excellent  to  good  to  66.7%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A^4   for  a  list 
of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed  vegetative  manipulation 
project  has  been  identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  includes 
approximately  3,320  acres  inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  southwest  side 


Allotments 

Leadville 
Buffalo  Hills 
Calico 
Soldier  Meadows 


Acres 

10,880 
7,040 
8,960 

35,022 


AUMs 

512 

213 

634 

1,717 


Condi  tion 

40%  E-G,  60%  F-P 

20%  E-G,  80%  F-P 

20%  E-G,  80%  F-P 

45%  E-G,  55%  F-P 


POODLE  MOUNTAIN  (012) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  most  of  the  Buffalo  Hills— a  circular-shaped  basalt 
plateau  with  large  canyons  radiating  from  its  center.   The  area  measures 
approximately  18  miles  north-south  and  18  miles  east-west. 

The  study  area  supports  three  distinct  landforms:   basalt  plateau  highlands 
basalt  plateau  canyon  country  and  fringing  desert  piedmont.   Elevations  ran^e 
from  3,850  feet  on  the  southern  boundary  to  6,832  feet  atop  Poodle  Moun^in° 
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Vegetation  is  primarily  desert  shrubs  with  juniper  scattered  throughout  the 
basalt  plateau  highlands  and  basalt  plateau  canyons. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Although  this  unit  appears  primarily  natural,  it  contains  a  significant  number 
of  developments,  including  19  miles  of  cherrystem  roads,  77  miles  of  vehicle 
ways,  14  developed  springs,  23  small  reservoirs,  numerous  fencelines  and  other 
range  improvements.   These  features  are  concentrated  in  the  north, 
north-central  and  southeast  portions.   The  rugged  terrain  and  fair  to  good 
vegetative  screening  reduce  the  impact  of  most  of  these  manmade  intrusions. 
The  average  visitor  would  have  little  difficulty  locating  areas  which  are 
primarily  natural. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  views  of  nearby  ranching  and  vehicular 
traffic.   These  disturbances  affect  primarily  the  periphery  of  Poodle  Mountain 
WSA. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   The  size  and  relatively  good  topographic  and  vegetative 
screening,  particularly  within  the  major  canyons,  offer  good  to  excellent 
opportunities  for  solitude.   Opportunities  for  hunting,  dayhiking  and  nature 
study  are  considered  excellent  within  the  main  canyons.   Backpacking, 
horsepacking  and  camping  opportunities  are  considered  excellent  within  the 
main  canyons.   Game  species  include  deer,  antelope,  cougar,  sage  grouse, 
valley  quail  and  chukar. 

Special  Features 

Wild  horses,  a  few  scattered  prehistoric  sites,  diverse  wildlife  and  some 
riparian  habitat  are  the  most  significant  special  features.   The  southern  edge 
of  the  WSA  is  within  the  viewshed  of  the  Nobles'  emigrant  wagon  route  used  in 
the  mid-1800s. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  from  light  to  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along 
the  northern  and  eastern  boundary.   Part  of  the  northeast  boundary  is  a  state 
highway.   Apart  from  the  highway  traffic,  most  use  is  by  individuals  and 
families  and  is  primarily  associated  with  hunting.   Although  a  road  does 
penetrate  the  center  of  the  unit  and  several  ways  branch  off  from  it,  it  is 
extremely  rough  and  rocky  and  driving  is  slow  and  difficult. 

Although  hiking,  nature  study,  photography,  rockhounding,  camping  and  watching 
wild  horses  do  occur  here,  hunting  is  the  predominate  activity.   Some  agate 
can  be  found  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  WSA.   Current  visitor  use  in 
the  area  is  estimated  at  4,000  visitor  hours  annually  with  the  vast  majority 
of  time  spent  in  nonmotorized  activities.   There  are  750  visitor  hours  of  ORV 
use  annually  in  the  WSA. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 
Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

No  mineral  production  has  been  recorded  from  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA.   A  few 
unpatented  lode  mining  claims  have  been  located  at  the  southeastern  tip  of  the 
WSA  in  Sections  26,  27  and  35  or  Sections  24  and  25  of  T.  32  N. ,  R.  20  E. 
Annual  assessment  work  on  the  claims  appears  to  be  the  only  activity  on  the 
claim  block.   Some  minor  prospecting  activities  have  also  occurred  in  the 
metavolcanics  exposed  in  the  Five  Springs  Canyon  area  along  the  southeastern 
boundary  of  the  WSA.   The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  28,300  acres  (20%  of  WSA) 
of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and  contains  1,400  acres  (less  than  1% 
of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

HOG  SPRING  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C/B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Responses  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     volcanic  uranium 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury* 

Moderate:    zinc*,  tungsten* 

Low:    molybdenum,  barium 

Some  of  these  anomalous  values,  especially  mercury,  may  be  related  to  hot 
springs  activity  presently  occurring  in  the  general  area.  Numerous  dozer 
trenches  have  been  cut  on  39  mining  claims  in  this  zone. 

INDIAN  ROCK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury*,  tungsten* 

Moderate:    zinc* 

Low:    barium 

These  anomalous  values,  of  which  mercury  and  tungsten  are  most  favorable,  may 
be  related  to  warm  spring  activity,  documented  along  the  eastern  base  of 
Poodle  Mountain.   No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in  ^his 
zone. 

SQUAW  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 
Low:     gold-silver 
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Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    silver,  zinc*,  molybdenum,  tungsten*,  uranium 

These  anomalous  values,  of  which  precious  metals  and  uranium  are  most 
favorable,  may  be  related  to  warm  spring  activity  along  the  northeast  base  of 
Poodle  Mountain.   No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in  this 
zone. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Washoe  County  operates  several  sand  and  gravel  pits  along  the  southeastern 
boundary  and  one  red  cinder  pit  two  miles  north  of  the  WSA  boundary.   Several 
sales  for  volcanic  facing  stone  have  been  made  on  the  northern  edge  of  the 
boundary. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential : 

High  (4D)  -  A  \-   to  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southeastern  boundary 
contains  20,000  acres  (14%  of  WSA)  of  high  potential  for  sand  and  gravel 
deposits . 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  122,000  acres  (86%  of  WSA) 
of  moderate  potential  for  volcanic  facing  stone. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

Several  warm  springs  occur  along  the  southeastern  base,  northeastern  base  and 
northwestern  side  of  Poodle  Mountain.   Temperatures  of  these  springs  range 
from  64  F  to  84  F.   At  present  there  are  no  geothermal  leases  within  or 
adjacent  to  the  WSA.   Some  minor  geophysical  surveys  have  been  conducted  to 
the  east. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  1-  to  2-mile  strip  inside  northeastern  and  southeastern 
boundary  contains  24,600  acres  (17%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal 
potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Some  minor  leasing  activity  is  occurring  in  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert  to  the 
east,  Duck  Flat  to  the  northwest  and  on  the  west-central  boundary  of  the  WSA. 
To  date  exploration  activities  in  the  WSA  have  been  limited  to  minor 
geophysical  surveys. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2A,  low  potential, 
insufficient  data. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  April  1  to  October  31. 
There  are  two  allotments  with  a  total  current  use  of  4,687  AUMs  in  the  WSA. 
No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  26%  in 
excellent  to  good  to  74%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list 
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of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.  No  range  improvement  projects  are 
planned  within  the  WSA  at  this  time. 

Allotments              Acres  AUMs            Condition 

Coyote                  6,720  598          31%  E-G,  69%  F-P 

Buffalo  Hills           135,330  4,089           20%  E-G,  80%  F-P 


FOX  RANGE  (014) 


General  Characteristics 


The  study  area  occupies  the  northern  portion  of  the  Fox  Mountain  Range, 
located  between  the  San  Emidio  and  Smoke  Creek  Deserts.   It  is  elongated, 
measuring  approximately  20  miles  north-south  and  from  two  to  nine  miles 
east-west. 

The  study  area's  diverse  landscape  offers  a  variety  of  landforms — steep 
canyons  and  prominent  ridges,  gently  rolling  hills,  bowl-like  basins  and  a 
fringing  desert  piedmont.   Elevations  range  from  3,900  feet  on  the  western 
boundary  to  7,608  feet  at  Pah  Rum  Peak. 

Vegetation  is  primarily  low-growing  desert  shrubs  with  juniper  scattered 
throughout  the  hills,  canyons,  basins,  and  some  riparian  vegetation  along 
Rodeo  Creek. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Several  manmade  features 
encroach  into  the  WSA,  including  six  developed  springs,  one  small  reservoir, 
two  corrals,  a  fence,  18  miles  of  vehicle  way  and  nine  miles  of  cherrystemmed 
roads.   These  features  are  concentrated  on  the  fringing  desert  piedmont  and  on 
the  relatively  gentle  east  slope.   Topographic  and  vegetative  screening  is 
excellent  along  the  west  slope,  fair  to  poor  elsewhere.   Overall,  visitors 
would  have  little  difficulty  locating  areas  which  are  primarily  natural. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  old  mining  activity  in  Cottonwood  and  Wild 
Horse  Canyons,  the  Western  Pacific  Railroad  on  the  north  and  west  boundaries, 
some  vehicular  traffic,  ranching  and  farming  areas  near  the  WSA  and  a 
powerline  running  along  the  northeast  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Opportunities  for  solitude  are  excellent  along  the  rugged  west 
slope  and  in  the  main  canyons  on  the  east  side.   Opportunities  for  solitude 
are  low  on  the  periphery  of  this  WSA.   Occasional  military  flights  over  the 
unit  detract  slightly  from  solitude. 

The  rugged  west  side  of  the  Fox  Range,  and  excellent  views  of  Pyramid  Lake 
from  Pah  Rum  Peak,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  wildlife,  are  attractive 


3-12 


recreational  features.   Dayhiking,  horsepacking  and  rock  climbing 
opportunities  are  considered  outstanding  while  hunting,  camping,  nature  study 
and  backpacking  opportunities  are  considered  good.   Game  species  include 
antelope,  deer,  sage  grouse,  chukar  and  valley  quail. 

Special  Features 

A  few  minor  prehistoric  sites,  some  riparian  vegetation  and  its  location 
within  the  viewshed  of  the  Nobles'  Route  emigrant  trail  are  the  most 
significant  special  features  of  the  Fox  Range. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  near  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  light  and  occurs  mainly  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain 
range.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families.   Access  to  the  west  side  of 
the  range  is  extremely  difficult. 

Current  visitor  use  is  estimated  at  1,000  visitor  hours  annually  with  the 
majority  of  use  in  nonmotorized  activities  such  as  nature  study,  photography, 
sightseeing,  hiking,  camping,  hunting  and  rockhounding.   Agate  can  be  found  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  WSA.   There  are  approximately  80  visitor  hours  of 
ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Cottonwood  Mining  District  is  the  only  formally  recognized  district  in  the 
Fox  Range  WSA  and  includes  all  of  the  mines  and  prospects  in  the  range. 
Basically  the  major  activities  have  been  centered  at  the  head  of  Cottonwood 
Creek  in  the  north-central  portion  of  the  WSA  and  along  Wild  Horse  Canyon  and 
Rodeo  Canyon  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  WSA.   Most  of  the  production  in 
this  district  probably  occurred  prior  to  the  1900s,  before  any  records  were 
kept  and  likely  did  not  exceed  $100,000.   The  metals  occurring  and  possibly 
produced  from  this  district  include  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  zinc,  antimony 
and  tungsten.   A  trace  of  nickel  has  been  found  in  intrusive  rocks  in  Wild 
Horse  Canyon  but  there  has  been  no  production.   The  WSA  is  considered  to  have 
9,800  acres  (13%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  25,600  acres  (34%  of  WSA)  of  moderate 
metallic  mineral  potential  and  contains  2,100  acres  (3%  of  WSA)  of  mining 
claims . 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

ROUGH  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3D)  Moderate  Potential.   (Pole  Creek  WSA) 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

High:    base-precious  metal 

Moderate:    antimony-mercury 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury*,  lead* 

Low:     barium 
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Mercury  and  lead  are  the  most  favorable  metals  indicated  but  little  is  known 
about  the  geologic  controls  or  sources  of  these  significant  anomalous  values. 
No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in  this  zone. 

WILD  HORSE  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

The  Wild  Horse  Mine  near  the  head  of  Wild  Horse  Canyon  consists  of  several 
adits,  shallow  shafts,  pits  and  an  open  stope.   A  five-stamp  mill  was  in 
operation  in  1912  treating  vein  quartz  for  its  gold  and  silver  content. 
Assayed  grab  samples  from  a  gabbro  containing  dissiminated  pyrrhotite  and 
chalcopyrite  indicated  traces  of  nickel  and  0.18%  copper. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

High:    base-precious  metal 

Moderate:    gold-silver 

Low:    mafic  copper-nickel 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    clustering  of  silver,  zinc*,  molybdenum 

Moderate:    cluster  of  copper*,  lead*,  mercury*,  nickel*,  barium 

RODEO  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

The  garnet  tungsten  prospect  on  the  ridge  between  Rodeo  and  Rattlesnake 
Canyons  includes  trenches,  shallow  pits  and  a  shallow  shaft  along  the 
metasediment-granodiorite  contact.   Minor  scheelite  occurs  along  this 
contact.   No  production  figures  are  available  but  the  small  size  of  the 
workings  indicate  that  not  more  than  a  few  units  of  tungsten  could  have  been 
produced.   A  14-inch  quartz  vein  containing  argentiferous  galena  has  been 
reported  in  Rodeo  Canyon.   BLM  mining  claim  records  do  not  indicate  any 
current  or  active  mining  claims. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:   mercury* 
Moderate:    molybdenum 
Low:     tungsten*,  zinc* 

JUNIPER  FLAT  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:    molybdenum,  mercury* 
Low:     barium 

The  molybdenum  values  are  likely  associated  with  intrusive  rocks  outcropping 
in  the  area.   The  high  mercury  values  are  likely  related  to  lower  temperature 
hot  spring  activity.   There  are  no  known  prospecting  activities  or  mining 
claims  in  this  zone. 
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REYNARD  SIDING  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3D)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

High:    gold-silver,  base-precious  metal 

Low:     mercury-antimony 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    clustering  of  silver,  zinc*,  molybdenum,  barium 

Moderate:    copper*,  mercury*,  antimony* 

Most  of  these  anomalous  values  occur  along  a  six-mile-long  zone  just  west  of 
the  mining  activity  in  the  headwaters  of  Cottonwood  Canyon.   Very  little  is 
known  about  the  geology  of  this  highly  anomalous  strip  other  than  it  occurs  in 
metasediments  of  the  Nightingale  Sequence.   Only  two  lode  mining  claims  are 
known  to  occur,  with  minor  prospecting  activity  on  one  claim. 

COTTONWOOD  AREA.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

The  mining  activity  in  this  area  consists  of  some  extensive  underground 
workings  which  explore  northeast  trending  shear  zones  containing  vein  quartz. 
Production  included  some  minor  gold,  silver,  lead,  copper,  zinc  and  antimony. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    silver,  molybdenum 
Low:     zinc*,  mercury*,  barium 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

There  have  been  no  reports  or  suspected  deposits  of  nonmetallic  minerals  in 
this  WSA,  therefore  potential  is  classified  1A,  unfavorable,  insufficient  data. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

The  San  Emidio  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA)  is  one  mile  east  and  the 
Gerlach  KGRA  is  three  miles  northeast  of  the  Fox  Range  WSA.   These  two  KGRAs 
have  been  the  sites  of  a  few  deep  geothermal  exploration  wells.   Several 
geothermal  leases  covering  a  portion  of  the  northern  end  of  the  WSA  have 
recently  been  dropped.   There  are  867  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  geothermal  leases 
remaining  within  the  WSA.   Based  on  the  proximity  of  these  KGRAs  to  the  WSA, 
the  following  portions  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  eastern  boundary  contains  14,000 
acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 

Moderate  (3B)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  western  boundary  contains 
11,800  acres  (16%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

At  present  there  is  one  large  oil  and  gas  lease  block  covering  2,267  acres  (3% 
of  WSA),  extending  into  the  WSA  from  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert  between  Reynard 
Siding  and  Bronte  Section  House.   This  lease  block  covers  seven  partial 
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sections  within  the  WSA  boundary.  Another  large  block  is  in  the  Smoke  Creek 

Desert,  just  one  mile  northwest  of  the  WSA,  and  there  are  a  few  leases  about 

two  miles  east  of  the  southeastern  tip  of  the  WSA  in  the  San  Emidio  Desert. 

One  oil  and  gas  geophysical  survey  has  been  conducted  a  few  miles  north  of  the 

WSA. 

A  one-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  eastern,  northern  and  western  boundaries  of 
the  WSA  is  classified  as  2A,  low  favorability,  but  with  insufficient  data. 
The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is  classified  ID,  unfavorable  with  a  high  confidence 
level. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  August 
1  to  February  28.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  2,141  AUMs.   No  change 
in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  2%  in  excellent  to 
good  to  98%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  has  been 
identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  includes  approximately  940  acres 
inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  southeast  side. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Rodeo  Creek  75,404  2,141  2%  E-G,  98%  F-P 

POLE  CREEK  (014A) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  the  southwest  end  of  the  Fox  Mountain  Range  from  Wild 
Horse  Canyon  to  the  Pyramid  Lake  Indian  Reservation.   Roughly  triangular  in 
shape,  the  area  measures  approximately  five  to  six  miles  on  each  side. 

The  western  portion  of  the  area  supports  a  fringing  desert  piedmont  of  gentle 
slopes  and  shallow  washes.   The  remainder  of  the  study  area  consists  of  rugged 
colorful  canyons,  prominent  ridgelines  and  gently  rolling  hills. 

Low-growing  desert  shrubs  and  juniper  dominate  the  study  area's  landscape. 
Elevations  range  from  3,900  to  7,608  feet  at  Pah  Rum  Peak. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Two  developed  springs,  one 
fenceline  and  two  miles  of  vehicle  way,  all  located  within  the  desert 
piedmont,  are  the  unit's  only  manmade  features.   The  rugged  canyons  of  the  Fox 
Range  are  virtually  free  of  man's  imprints. 

The  Western  Pacific  Railroad,  visible  from  the  desert  piedmont,  and  a  mining 
area  in  Wild  Horse  Canyon  are  the  only  significant  outside  sights  and  sounds. 
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Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Opportunities  for  solitude  are  excellent  throughout  the  Fox 
Range  but  poor  in  the  desert  piedmont.   Occasional  military  flights  detract 
slightly  from  solitude. 

The  rugged  west  side  of  the  Fox  Range,  including  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons, 
excellent  views  of  Pyramid  Lake  from  Pah  Rum  Peak  and  a  variety  of  wildlife 
are  attractive  recreational  features. 

Dayhiking,  rock  climbing  and  nature-study  opportunities  are  considered 
outstanding,  while  hunting  and  camping  opportunities  are  good.   Game  species 
include  deer,  antelope,  sage  grouse  and  chukar. 

Special  Features 

Wildlife,  including  wild  horses,  and  geologic  features  in  the  Fox  Range  are 
the  WSA's  most  significant  special  features. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  very  light  with  most  use  occurring  along  the  north  boundary 
road.   Access  to  this  WSA  is  extremely  difficult  because  of  rough  roads.   The 
southern  boundary  is  an  Indian  reservation.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and 
families,  but  the  Sierra  Club  has  had  groups  visit  the  area. 

Current  visitor  use  is  estimated  at  400  visitor  hours  annually  with  the 
majority  of  use  in  nonmotorized  activities  such  as  nature  study,  photography, 
sightseeing,  hiking,  camping,  hunting  and  rockhounding.   There  are 
approximately  20  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  3,400  acres  (26%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  9,569  acres 
(74%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential,  3,700  acres  (29%  of  WSA) 
of  moderate  geothermal  potential  and  contains  100  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA) 
of  mining  claims. 

See  Fox  Range  WSA  for  discussion  of  energy  and  mineral  potential. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  May 
1  to  September  30.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  505  AUMs  and  no  change 
in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  2%  in  excellent  to 
good  to  98%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A- 14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within 
the  WSA  at  this  time. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Pole  Canyon  12,969  505  2%  E-G,  98%  F-P 
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CALICO  MOUNTAINS  (019) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  the  southern  portion  of  the  Calico  Mountain  Range  and 
straddles  the  ridgeline  which  supports  Donnelly  Peak.   It  is  elongated, 
measuring  approximately  19  miles  north-south  and  seven  miles  east-west. 

The  study  area's  diverse  landscape  offers  a  variety  of  landforms — rolling 
ridges  and  shallow,  moderately  dissected  drainages;  drainages  deeply  cut  into 
underlying  basalt  and  andesite  flows;  and  fringing  desert  piedmonts  with  low 
parallel  ridges  and  sandy  hummocks.   The  Calico  Hills,  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  unit,  are  colorful  rolling  hills. 

Vegetative  cover  throughout  the  study  area  is  primarily  of  greasewood,  big  and 
little  sagebrush  and  other  low-growing  desert  shrubs.   Vegetative  diversity  is 
enhanced  by  some  riparian  vegetation  and  aspen  along  Donnelly  Creek  and  other 
major  drainages.   Elevations  range  from  3,950  to  8,479  feet  at  Donnelly  Peak. 

Wilderness  Values 
Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Two  developed  springs,  two 
small  reservoirs,  a  corral,  pipeline  and  other  minor  range  improvements  are 
located  primarily  in  the  north  and  east  sides  of  the  WSA.   About  19  miles  of 
vehicular  ways  and  one  mile  of  cherry stemmed  road  are  also  in  the  WSA,  mostly 
along  the  periphery.   The  central  and  southern  parts  of  the  mountain  range  are 
virtually  free  of  manmade  intrusions. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  two  small  mining  areas  on  the  east  and 
northwest  sides,  farming  activity  to  the  west  and  vehicular  traffic,  primarily 
on  the  eastern  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Opportunities  for  solitude  are  good  to  excellent  within  the  main 
mountain  range,  fair  to  poor  along  the  periphery  of  the  unit.   Occasional 
military  flights  periodically  reduce  the  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Recreation  attractions  include  the  brightly  colored  Calico  Hills,  Donnelly 
Peak,  interesting  rock  formations  throughout  the  Calico  Mountains,  excellent 
views  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  petrified  wood  collecting  areas. 
Opportunities  for  dayhiking,  camping,  horsepacking,  nature  study  and 
rockhounding  are  considered  excellent.   Backpacking,  hunting  and  rock  climbing 
opportunities  are  considered  good.   Game  species  include  antelope,  deer, 
cougar,  chukar  and  sage  grouse. 

Special  Features 

The  Calico  Hills  area,  which  adds  significant  scenic  diversity  to  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  region,  is  the  most  prominent  special  feature.   Several 
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prehistoric  sites,  riparian  vegetation,  wildlife  and  petrified  wood  areas  add 
to  the  diversity  of  this  WSA.   In  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  WSA  is  a 
plant  called  Astragalus  pterocarpus  which  is  listed  as  "other  rare"  which 
means  it  is  a  rare  plant  not  considered  to  be  under  any  threat.   This  is  a 
federal  classification  which  means  it  is  no  longer  considered  for  listing  as 
threatened  or  endangered. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  from  light  to  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along 
the  eastern  boundary  road.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families  plus  a  few 
rockhounding  clubs.   Rockhounding  is  the  predominent  recreation  use  in  the  WSA 
with  highly  sought  fire  opal  and  petrified  wood  occurring  in  certain  areas. 
Petrified  Canyon,  on  the  east  side  of  the  WSA,  is  an  extremely  popular  area 
with  rockhounds.   Several  small  opal  mines  are  located  just  outside  of  the  WSA. 

There  is  some  use  of  the  area  by  history  buffs.   The  main  route  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  to  California  passed  just  to  the  east  of  the  unit. 
There  are  reports  that  the  remains  of  a  burned-up  wagon  train  are  in  the  WSA. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  Calicos  is  estimated  at  2,400  visitor  hours 
annually.   Besides  the  predominent  rockhounding  use  and  the  presence  of 
history  buffs,  other  uses  include  photography,  sightseeing,  hiking,  hunting 
and  nature  study.   There  are  approximately  160  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  61,000  acres  (9%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  9,500  acres 
(14%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and  1,940  acres  (3%  of 
WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

DONNELLY  DISTRICT.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

The  Donnelly  Mining  District  on  the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  WSA  just  west 
of  Donnelly  Peak  has  produced  some  $90,000  in  gold  and  silver  values. 
Development  work  consisted  of  three  short  adits  and  one  inclined  shaft  on  two 
different  properties.   Remains  of  partially  dismantled  mills  and  building 
foundations  are  on  both  properties. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 
Moderate:    gold-silver 

Low:    mafic  copper-nickel,  base-precious  metal 
Very  Low:    antimony-mercury 
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Anomalous  Values 

High:    silver,  tungsten* 

Moderate:    gold,  lead*,  nickel*,  cobalt*,  barium 

Low:     zinc*,  mercury* 

PETRIFIED  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  Low:    gold-silver 
Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    gold,  zinc*,  molybdenum,  barium 

Low:     tungsten* 

A  BLM  field  reconnaissance  of  this  zone  in  1983  did  not  find  any  evidence  of 
mining  activity  or  mining  claims.   A  zone  of  jasper  float  was  found  in 
Petrified  Canyon  and  some  of  the  volcanic  units  contained  narrow,  bleached 
zones  along  fractures,  which  may  be  indicative  of  precious  metal 
mineralization. 

MORMAN  DAN  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3D)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:    gold-silver,  base-precious  metal,  mercury-antimony, 
volcanic  uranium 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    silver,  antimony* 

Low:    molybdenum,  barium 

Field  observations  by  Barringer  Resources  (1982)  indicated  extensive  argillic 
alteration  in  this  zone,  and  also  showed  a  response  to  geostatistical  modeling 
for  clay  deposits.   These  significant  metal  values  and  the  clay  development 
are  due  to  hydrothermal  alteration  of  the  volcanic  rocks. 

New  exploration  activities  by  Ferret  Exploration  indicate  a  high  probability 
for  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit. 

Eighty-one  mining  claims  occur  in  this  zone. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Rockhounders  have  reported  the  presence  of  petrified  wood  in  Petrified  Canyon. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

High  (4D)  -  Petrified  Canyon  contains  1,000  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  high 
petrified  wood  potential. 

Moderate  (3B)  -  Remainder  of  WSA  contains  66,647  acres  (99%  of  WSA)  of 
moderate  petrified  wood  potential. 
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Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

The  Fly  Ranch  KGRA  located  one  mile  south  of  the  WSA  has  an  estimated 
reservoir  temperature  of  100  C.   A  few  warm  springs  also  occur  along  the 
southwestern  and  eastern  edges  of  the  WSA. 

One  geothermal  lease  covering  369  acres  lies  just  inside  the  southwestern 
boundary  of  the  WSA.   Several  other  leases  in  the  same  area  have  since  been 
dropped. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  eastern  boundary,  and  a  2-  to 
3%-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southwestern  boundary  contains  25,900  acres 
(38%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 

Moderate  (3B)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northwestern  boundary 
contains  6,500  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Extensive  leasing  activities  have  occurred  along  the  western  boundary  of  the 
WSA,  but  to  date  no  geophysical  exploration  or  drilling  activities  have 
occurred  on  271  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA)  of  existing  leases. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2A,  low  potential, 
insufficient  data. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle.   There  are  two  allotments  with  a 
total  current  use  of  3,133  AUMs  in  the  WSA.   Both  allotments  start  at  April  1, 
but  one  ends  at  August  6  and  the  other  October  15.   No  change  in  this  use 
level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  24%  in  excellent  to  good  to  76% 
in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A- 14  for  a  list  of  existing  developments 
for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this 
time. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 


Calico  27,059  1,916  28%  E-G,  72%  F-P 

Buffalo  Hills  40,588  1,218  20%  E-G,  80%  F-P 

AUGUSTA  MOUNTAIN  (108) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  most  of  the  Augusta  Mountain  Range  and  straddles  the 
ridge  on  which  Cain  Mountain  is  located.   The  irregularly  shaped  area  measures 
approximately  17  miles  north-south  and  from  two  to  13  miles  east-west. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  area  is  a  desert  piedmont  which  is  uniformly 
hilly,  with  shallow  washes  and  gullies.   The  northern  half  of  the  area 


3-21 


g^gg^HUHHSaMBUaNHOBaHamSHSHBHa 


includes  Cain  Mountain  (limestone  monolith)  and  deeply  cut  drainages  lined 
with  boulders  and  intermittent  waterfalls. 

A  soft  landscape  of  silica  ash-flow  tuff  canyons  and  drainages  occupies  the 
northern  end  of  the  study  area.   Elevations  range  from  3,500  feet  on  the 
southern  and  western  boundaries  to  8,400  feet  on  Cain  Mountain. 

The  desert  piedmont  that  occupies  the  southern  half  of  the  area  supports  low 
sagebrush  and  rabbitbrush.   A  dense  population  of  pinyon-juniper  woodland 
covers  the  higher  elevations  from  6,000  to  8,000  feet. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   A  few  range  improvements, 
including  developed  springs,  a  well,  corrals,  two  fencelines,  a  cabin,  about 
four  miles  of  vehicle  ways  and  17  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  are  the  most 
significant  manmade  intrusions.   These  intrusions  are  almost  entirely  in  the 
desert  piedmont  areas.   The  Augusta  Mountain  Range  itself  is  virtually  free  of 
intrusions. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  several  small  mining  areas,  the  McCoy  Mine 
on  the  southern  tip,  occasional  vehicular  traffic  along  the  boundary  and  minor 
ranching  activities. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   The  landscape  throughout  the  Augusta  Mountain  Range  provides 
excellent  vegetative  and  topographic  screening,  with  poor  screening  throughout 
the  desert  piedmont  areas.   The  entire  WSA  is  currently  subject  to  periodic 
and  extensive  military  flights  which  detract  from  opportunities  for  solitude. 
Should  the  WSA  be  designated  as  wilderness,  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy 
directs  BLM  to  pursue  mitigating  measures  to  reduce  this  impact. 

Recreation  attractions  are  concentrated  within  the  rugged  canyons  and  ridges 
of  the  Augusta  Mountains.   Interesting  rock,  formations,  limestone  bluffs,  a 
pinyon-juniper  forest  and  wildlife  are  the  primary  attractions.   Dayhiking, 
nature  study  and  rockhounding  (fossil  collecting)  opportunities  are  considered 
outstanding;  with  good  hunting,  horsepacking,  rock  climbing  and  backpacking 
opportunities.   Game  species  include  deer  and  valley  quail. 

Special  Features 

Wild  horses,  several  small  prehistoric  sites,  one  rare  plant  and  abundant 
fossil  collecting  areas  are  the  most  prominent  special  features.   The  area  is 
also  a  source  of  pinyon  pine  nuts.   The  rare  plant  is  Phacelia  glaberrima 
which  is  a  rare  plant  not  considered  to  be  under  any  threat.   Its  federal 
classification  is  category  3C  which  means  it  is  no  longer  considered  for 
listing  as  threatened  and  endangered. 
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Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  generally  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  on  the 
northeast  side.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families.   Favret  Canyon, 
located  on  the  west  side,  is  important  since  it  is  a  well  known  fossil 
collecting  area. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  600  visitor  hours  annually. 
Rockhounding  is  the  predominent  use,  but  other  activities  include  photography, 
sightseeing,  hiking,  hunting  and  nature  study.   There  are  approximately  200 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  within  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

Mining  districts  adjacent  to  the  WSA  include  the  Wild  Horse  District  on  the 
southern  tip,  the  Bernice  District  six  miles  south,  Mount  Tobin  District  on 
the  northern  tip  and  Jersey  Valley  District  two  miles  further  north. 

Mercury  was  discovered  in  the  Wild  Horse  District  around  the  year  1916. 
Between  that  time  and  1970  a  total  of  approximately  1,200  flasks  of  mercury 
were  produced  from  the  two  principal  mines  of  the  district,  the  McCoy  Mine  and 
the  Wild  Horse  Mine.   Antimony  is  also  known  to  occur  within  the  district. 

The  Bernice  District  in  the  Clan  Alpine  Mountains  south  of  the  WSA  has 
produced  silver,  mercury  and  antimony. 

The  Mount  Tobin  District  has  mercury  and  fluorspar  deposits  in  the  southern 
Tobin  Range  and  zeolite  deposits  in  Jersey  Valley. 

The  Jersey  Valley  District  is  located  on  the  east  flank  of  the  Fish  Creek 
Mountains  just  north  of  the  WSA.   The  silver-lead  mines  in  Storm  Canyon  were 
located  in  1873  and  worked  intermittently  until  1945.   Some  zinc,  copper  and 
gold  were  also  recovered.   The  Black  Eagle  manganese  mines  were  located  in 
1934  and  explored  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Mines  in  1941.   The  mine  produced 
small  shipments  of  21.0%  manganese  ore,  mined  by  open-pit  methods  in  1952  and 
1953. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  37,400  acres  (42%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  2,000  acres  (2%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

WILD  HORSE  MINING  DISTRICT.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:    tungsten 
Low:     barium 
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The  high  tungsten  values  may  be  related  to  past  hot  spring  activity  similar  to 
the  hot  spring  related  tungsten  deposits  of  the  Golconda  Mine  near  Golconda, 
Nevada,  60  miles  to  the  north. 

HOLE  IN  THE  WALL  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     gold-silver,  mafic  copper-nickel 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    zinc* 

Moderate:    tungsten* 

Low:     molybdenum 

The  Jurassic  gabbro  body  cropping  out  at  Hole  in  the  Wall  Spring  on  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA  is  the  source  for  the  response  to  the  mafic  copper- 
nickel  model.   Other  metal  values  may  be  related  to  hot  springs  along  the 
western  side  of  WSA.   No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in 
this  zone. 

CAIN  MOUNTAIN  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:    base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    nickel* 

Moderate:    cobalt* 

A  BLM  field  reconnaissance  in  this  zone  in  1983  discovered  an  unmapped  gabbro 
body  approximately  90  x  40  meters  in  size.   A  nickel  value  of  973  ppm  is 
indicated  in  the  sample  taken  just  below  the  outcrop.   No  prospecting 
activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in  this  zone. 

FAVRET  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     gold-silver,  mafic  copper-nickel 

Very  low:    base-precious  metal,  antimony-mercury 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    nickel* 

Moderate:    cobalt*,  antimony*,  molybdenum 

Low:     zinc* 

The  responses  in  this  zone  are  somewhat  similar  to  the  Cain  Mountain  zone  but 
with  the  additional  response  to  the  gold-silver  and  mercury-antimony  models. 
These  anomalous  values  may  be  associated  with  hydrothermal  activity  along  the 
range  frontal  faults.   The  response  to  the  mafic  copper-nickel  model,  however, 
is  likely  related  to  a  small  unmapped  Jurassic  gabbro  body.   No  prospecting 
activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  in  this  zone. 
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HOME  STATION  WASH  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:    volcanic  uranium,  base-precious  metal 

Low:     mafic  copper-nickel,  gold-silver,  mercury-antimony 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    zinc*,  tungsten* 

Low:    molybdenum,  mercury*,  beryllium*,  barium 

Radioactive  occurrence  has  been  reported  on  the  Old  Jaw  Bone  property 
approximately  two  miles  west  of  this  zone.   Little  else  is  known  about  this 
property  or  its  exact  location.   Approximately  142  mining  claims  have  been 
staked  in  this  area,  likely  for  uranium,  but  there  is  no  information  about 
prospecting  activities  on  these  claims. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  zeolite  deposits  in  Jersey  Valley  occur  in  Miocene-Pliocene  lacustrine 
sedimentary  rocks.   These  deposits  have  been  explored  from  1958  to  the 
present.   The  only  production  was  about  50  tons  of  zeolite  mined  at  the 
Northern  Zeolite  deposit  by  Mobil  Oil  Corp.  by  open-pit  methods  for  its  own 
use  in  petroleum  processing,  and  an  unknown  tonnage  of  massive  zeolite-rich 
rock  mined  from  the  Southern  Zeolite  deposit  for  building  stone. 

Although  zeolites  have  not  been  reported  in  this  WSA  these  same  sedimentary 
units  extend  into  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA  and  are  considered  to  have 
potential  for  similar  zeolite  deposits.   In  addition,  this  WSA  has  potentially 
high  grade  limestone  and  dolomite  beds  in  the  Triassic  sedimentary  rocks. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  Home  Station  Wash  area  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA 

is  considered  to  have  44,686  acres  (50%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  zeolite 

potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  central  portion  of  the  Augusta  Mountains  contain 

44,686  acres  (50%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  potential  for  cement  grade 

limestone  deposits. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

The  Dixie  Valley  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA)  occurs  as  several 
isolated  blocks  all  through  northern  Dixie  Valley.   One  of  these  KGRA  blocks 
surrounding  Hyder  Hot  Spring  on  the  southwest  boundary  includes  Sections  15, 
21,  22,  27  and  28  of  the  WSA.   Hot  spring  activity  continues  northward  all 
along  the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA,  including  Lower  Ranch,  McCoy,  Home 
Station  Ranch,  Jersey  Valley  Hot  Springs  and  numerous  other  unnamed  hot 
springs.   Electrical  generation  potential  or  reservoir  temperature 
calculations  for  Hyder  Hot  Spring,  within  the  KGRA,  have  not  been  made.   Lower 
Ranch  and  Jersey  Valley  Hot  Springs  have  calculated  reservoir  temperatures  of 
212°F  and  360°F,  respectively.   Exploration  activities  have  been  very 
extensive  throughout  Dixie  Valley  and  along  the  western  side  of  the  Augusta 
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Mountains.   Deep  drilling  (7,000-13,000')  by  Trans  Pacific  Geothermal  and 
SUNEDCO  nine  miles  west  near  the  Lamb  Ranch,  have  discovered  reservoir  fluid 
temperatures  in  the  400°F  range. 

The  McCoy  Mine  located  one-half  mile  south  of  the  WSA  has  also  been  the  si^e 
of  some  2,000'  geothermal  gradient  holes.   Hot  spring  sinter  deposits  occur  at 
the  mine  site  but  active  hot  springs  are  not  known  in  the  area. 

Extensive  geothermal  lease  blocks  containing  18,101  acres  (20%  of  WSA)  cover 
most  of  the  western  half  of  the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1^-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northwestern  boundary  and  a 

6-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southwestern  boundary  contains  31,000  acres 

(35%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southern  and  eastern 

boundaries  contain  21,300  acres  (24%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal 

potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Interest  in  this  area  is  based  on  the  documented  occurrences  of  oil  in 
ammonites  found  in  Triassic  shales  in  the  Augusta  Mountains.   Oil  has  also 
been  found  by  Bureau  geologists  in  the  Triassic  ammonite  fossil  beds  in  the 
Augusta  Mountain  WSA.   Potential  for  reservoir  rocks,  however,  are  felt  to  be 
in  the  down-dropped  valley  portion  of  Dixie  Valley  and  along  the  base  of  the 
Augusta  Mountains.   Geophysical  exploration  activities  for  oil 
been  very  extensive  throughout  northern  Dixie  Valley. 


and  gas  have 


Extensive  oil  and  gas  lease  blocks  covering  44,266  acres  (50%  of  WSA)  extend 
into  the  WSA  all  along  the  western  and  eastern  base  of  the  Augusta  Mountains. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  oil  and  gas  potential, 

Moderate  (3B)  -  A  1^-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northwestern  boundary  and 
a  6-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southwestern  boundary  contains  31,000 
acres  (35%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  oil  and  gas  potential. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  and  includes  three  aliments 
Penods-of-use  run  from  April  1  to  September  31  for  one,  from  November  1  to 
March  15  for  one  and  yearlong  for  the  third.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA 
is  3,504  AUMs  in  the  WSA.   No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated. 
Condition  ranges  from  40%  in  excellent  to  good  to  60%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer 
to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   No  range 
improvement  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this  time. 


Allotments 

Jersey  Valley 

Hole-in-the-Wall 

Cottonwood 


Acres 

24,320 
46,602 
18,450 


AUMs 

578 
1,480 
1,446 


Condition 

10%  E-G,  90%  F-P 

Unavailable 

65%  E-G,  35%  F-P 
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SELENITE  MOUNTAINS  (200) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  the  northern  end  of  the  Selenite  Mountain  Range  and 
straddles  a  north-south  trending  ridgeline  flanked  by  alluvial  desert  basins. 
The  area  is  elongated,  measuring  13  miles  north-south  and  from  three  to  five 
miles  east-west. 

The  major  ridgeline  is  composed  predominantly  of  eroded  granite  and  basalt 
flows.   On  the  west  and  northwest  sides  several  dominant  drainages  run 
perpendicular  to  the  ridge  axis.   The  fringing  desert  piedmont  located  on  the 
northwest  side  of  the  study  area  is  characterized  by  conical  alluvial  fans  and 
roughly  parallel  drainages.   The  southeast  footslope  drops  slowly  from  the 
main  ridge  to  the  desert  valley  and  contains  numerous  parallel  shallow 
drainages. 

The  landscape  is  predominantly  rolling  to  flat  with  a  few  scattered  rock 
outcrops.   Elevations  range  from  3,900  feet  at  the  desert  valley  floor  to 
7,115  feet  at  Selenite  Peak. 

Vegetation  is  sparse  and  the  ground  at  times  barren  along  the  valley  floor  and 
lower  elevations.   What  plants  do  exist  are  low-growing  desert  shrubs.   The 
higher  elevation  along  the  major  ridgeline  does  support  a  sparse  scattering  of 
juniper. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   This  WSA  contains  one  corral, 
ten  miles  of  vehicle  ways,  two  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  one  old  mining 
area,  all  located  primarily  along  the  desert  piedmont.   The  Nevada  Department 
of  Wildlife  is  planning  to  install  seven  wildlife  guzzlers  in  the  WSA  In  1983. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  the  towns  of  Empire  and  Gerlach,  the  Western 
Pacific  Railroad,  occasional  vehicular  traffic,  an  operating  gypsum  mine  and 
mill  southwest  of  the  WSA  and  a  gravel  pit. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Topographic  and  vegetative  screening  in  most  of  this  WSA  are  poor  and 
together  with  the  unit's  numerous  outside  sights  and  sounds,  there  is  little 
opportunity  for  solitude  on  the  periphery  of  the  WSA.   Opportunities  for 
solitude  are  outstanding  in  some  of  the  major  drainages  around  Selenite  Peak, 
however. 

RecreaUon  attractions  include  several  well-defined  wave-cut  terraces  from 
Pleistocene  Lake  Lahontan,  several  prehistoric  cultural  sites,  rock  hounding 
areas  and  outstanding  views  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  Selenite  Peak. 
Hunting  opportunities  are  considered  excellent,  with  good  opportunities  for 
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dayhiking  and  horsepacking.   Overall,  the  scenic  qualities  of  this  WSA  are 
low.   Game  species  include  deer,  chukar,  valley  quail  and  sage  grouse. 

Special  Features 

Wild  horses  and  burros,  wave-cut  terraces  from  Pliestocene  Lake  Lahontan  and 
isolated  prehistoric  cultural  sites  are  the  most  significant  special  features 
of  this  WSA. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  generally  low  throughout  the  WSA  with  the  heaviest  use 
occurring  on  the  north  side.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  by  families. 
Rockhounding  is  the  primary  use  in  the  mountain  range  but  there  are  no 
outstanding  rockhounding  areas.   Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated 
at  400  visitor  hours  annually.   Activities  other  than  rockhounding  include 
photography,  sightseeing,  hunting  and  nature  study.   There  are  approximately 
80  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

State  highways  form  a  portion  of  the  northern  and  eastern  boundaries. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Hooker  Mining  District  two  miles  south  of  the  WSA  is  presently  producing 
gypsum  and  has  been  a  past  producer  of  tungsten  farther  south.   The  gypsum 
deposits  owned  by  U.S.  Gypsum,  are  mined  using  open  pit  methods.   See  Mount 
Limbo  WSA,  Energy  and  Mineral  Potential,  for  more  details  about  the  rungs^en 
production.   The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  14,400  acres  (45%  of  WSA)  of 
moderate  metallic  mineral  potential. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

SELENITE  PEAK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:    tungsten* 
Low:    molybdenum 

It  is  most  likely  that  these  values  are  associated  with  the  meravolcanic- 
granodiorite  contact  as  skarn  type  mineralization.   At  present,  prospering 
activities  are  not  known  to  occur  in  this  zone  and  there  are  no  recorded 
mining  claims. 

ARCTURUS  MINE  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:    gold-silver,  antimony-mercury 
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Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    silver 

Low:     tungsten*,  barium 

The  Arcturus  Mine,  a  patented  mining  claim,  has  some  underground  development, 
however,  no  information  is  available  in  the  literature  about  the  type  of 
mineralization  occurring. 

Noruaetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Nonmetallic  minerals  are  not  known  or  suspected  in  this  WSA,  therefore, 
potential  is  classified  1A,  unfavorable,  insufficient  data. 

Geothermal  Potential 

Part  of  the  Gerlach  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area  (KGRA)  extends  into  the 
southwestern  side  of  the  WSA  including  Sections  25  and  36  of  T.  32  N.,  R.  23 
E.   Also  the  Gerlach  Northeast  KGRA  is  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  the 
northwestern  side  and  a  portion  of  the  Trego  KGRA  is  three  and  one-half  miles 
northeast  of  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA.   A  major  portion  of  the  Gerlach  KGRA 
has  been  leased  but  not  the  sections  inside  the  WSA.   Until  recently,  leasing 
has  not  been  allowed  in  the  Gerlach  Northeast  or  the  Trego  KGRAs,  but  several 
leases  have  been  issued  outside  of  these  KGRAs.   At  present  only  a  small 
portion  of  a  lease  application  block  extends  into  Section  13,  T.  33  N. ,  R.  24 
E.,  inside  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA.   Most  of  the  leasing  activities  have 
occurred  to  the  northeast  and  west,  with  none  on  the  southeast  side  of  the 
WSA.   Most  geothermal  exploration  activities  have  been  concentrated  in  the 
Gerlach  KGRA,  Trego  KGRA  and  north  of  the  Gerlach  Northeast  KGRA.   Exploration 
activities  have  included  geophysical  surveys,  shallow  (500')  temperature 
drilling,  and  one  deep  (5,871')  exploration  well  drilled  within  the  Gerlach 
KGRA.   No  information  is  available  on  this  well  which  was  drilled  by  Sunoco 
Energy  Development  Company. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  contains 
8,400  acres  (26%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 
Moderate  (3B)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northeastern  boundary 
narrowing  down  to  1-mile-wide  inside  the  southeastern  boundary  contains 
9,500  acres  (30%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

The  only  area  in  the  WSA  that  may  possibly  contain  oil  and  gas  accumulations 
is  along  the  western  down-faulted  portion  of  the  WSA.   At  present  there  are  no 
oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  WSA  and  the  nearest  leasing  activities  are  about  10 
miles  to  the  northeast  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert.   One  oil  and  gas  geophysical 
survey  has  been  conducted  near  the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA. 

A  one-raile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA  is  classified  2A, 
low  favorability  but  with  insufficient  data.   The  remainder  of  the  WSA  is 
classified  ID,  unfavorable  with  a  high  confidence  level. 
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Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle 
yearlong.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  792  AUMs.   No  change  in  this 
use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  22%  in  excellent  to  good  to 
78%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within 
the  WSA  at  this  time. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Blue  Wing  32,041  792  22%  E-G,  78%  F-P 

MOUNT  LIMBO  (201) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  the  southern  portion  of  the  Selenite  Mountain  Range 
and  straddles  a  north-south  trending  ridge  supporting  three  major  peaks 
(Kumiva,  Purgatory  and  Mount  Limbo).   The  area  is  elongated,  measuring  12 
miles  north-south  and  up  to  five  miles  east-west. 

The  major  north-south  trending  ridgeline  consists  of  steep,  angular  landforms 
projecting  a  distinctly  serrated  appearance. 

The  area  contains  shallow  drainages  perpendicular  to  the  main  ridgecrest  and 
includes  numerous  granitic  rock  outcrops  and  granitic  boulder  slopes.   The 
southern  tip  of  the  study  area  supports  a  dominant  west-facing  basalt 
escarpment  which  is  nearly  flat  to  the  east  with  a  100%  slope  to  the  west.   A 
desert  piedmont  of  flat  to  gently  rolling  terrain  and  shallow  drainages  makes 
up  the  northwest  and  southeast  corners  of  the  study  area.   Elevations  range 
from  3,880  to  8,273  feet  at  Kumiva  Peak. 

Vegetation  throughout  the  study  area  is  characterized  by  low-growing  desert 
shrubs  such  as  saltbush,  sagebrush  and  winterfat. 

The  foothills  and  lower  drainages  support  several  kinds  of  plants  common  to 
granitic  soil  (e.g.,  Anderson  peachbrush) .   A  scattering  of  Utah  juniper  and 
two  aspen  groves  provide  vegetative  cover  along  the  main  ridgecrest  and 
extreme  northern  tip  of  the  study  area. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Two  developed  springs,  a 
corral,  a  small  reservoir  and  17  miles  of  vehicular  ways  are  in  this  WSA.   The 
Selenite  Mountain  ridgecrest  remains  free  of  manmade  features,  except  that  the 
Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife  plans  to  install  two  wildlife  guzzlers  in  this 
area  in  1983. 
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The  most  influential  outside  sight  is  a  powerline  along  the  western  boundary. 
Others  include  State  Highway  447,  minor  vehicular  traffic  around  the  WSA  and 
two  small  prospecting  areas  immediately  outside  the  WSA  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered  good. 
Topographic  screening  is  generally  poor  due  to  lack  of  dissected  drainages. 
Vegetative  screening  is  only  locally  beneficial  in  the  vicinity  of  Kumiva 
Peak.   Ability  to  find  a  secluded  spot  is  fair  to  good  along  the  main 
ridgecrest  and  fair  to  poor  elsewhere. 

Recreation  attractions  include  the  highly  scenic  granitic  ridgecrest  around 
Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mount  Limbo;  the  riparian  areas  near  Kumiva 
Peak;  rock  and  mountain  climbing  areas  near  Mount  Limbo  and  also  wildlife. 
Excellent  views  of  the  San  Emidio  and  surrounding  deserts  are  an  important 
attraction.   Opportunities  for  dayhiking,  rock  and  mountain  climbing,  nature 
study  and  hunting  are  considered  outstanding.   Backpacking  and  camping 
opportunities  are  good.   Game  species  include  deer,  sage  grouse,  valley  quail 
and  chukar.   Access  is  excellent  for  the  Reno  metropolitan  area  users. 

Special  Features 

Wild  horses  and  burros  and  a  few  isolated  prehistoric  cultural  sites  are  the 
most  significant  special  features. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  generally  low  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  on  the  north 
side.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families.   Although  rockhounding  is  the 
predominent  recreation  use,  camping  in  the  aspen  groves  and  upland  game 
hunting  are  popular  pastimes  also.   Other  recreation  activities  besides 
rockhounding  include  photography,  sightseeing  and  nature  study.   Current  total 
visitor  use  in  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  is  estimated  at  500  visitor  hours  annually 
of  which  80  hours  is  ORV  use. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Hooker  Mining  District,  a  portion  of  which  includes  the  extreme  northern 
tip  of  the  WSA,  has  been  a  past  producer  of  tungsten  and  is  presently 
producing  gypsum  near  Empire  to  the  north.   The  Stormy  Day,  Thrasher  and 
Thrabert  Mines  on  the  west  side  of  the  Selenite  Range  two  miles  north  of  the 
WSA  produced  some  19,523  tons  of  tungsten  ore,  averaging  0.66%  WO3,  between 
1941  and  1957. 

Airborne  radiometric  surveys  conducted  by  the  U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission 
identified  a  radioactive  anomaly  over  Sections  21  or  28,  T.  30  N.,  R.  24  E., 
in  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA.   The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  8,500  acres 
(36%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential. 
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The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  ranking  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

JAYHAWK  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geocheraical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

Low:    molybdenum,  zinc*,  mercury* 

Anomalous  radioactive  readings  are  known  to  occur  in  prospects  developed  in 
pegmatites  and  rhyolite  dikes.   Most  favorable  are  uranium  and  molybdenum.   No 
recorded  mining  claims  occur  in  the  zone. 

JENNY  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:    gold-silver 
Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    uranium 

Low:     tungsten*,  mercury* 

A  tunnel  of  unknown  extent  is  at  the  north  end  of  the  zone  but  no  claims  have 
been  recorded.   Tungsten  and  molybdenum  have  been  produced  from  the  Stormy 
Day,  Thrabert  and  Thrasher  Mines  two  miles  north  of  the  WSA  in  the  Hooker 
Mining  District.   Most  favorable  are  tungsten*,  molybdenum  and  uranium. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Pegmatites  are  known  to  occur  within  the  granodiorite  core  of  the  WSA  and 
could  have  potential  for  feldspar,  beryl  and  other  associated  pegmatite 

minerals. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential : 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  northern  three-fourths  contains  19,300  acres  (81%  of 
WSA)  of  moderate  pegmatite  mineral  potential. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

Several  warm  springs  are  located  across  Poito  Valley  about  five  miles  west  of 
the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA.   Warm  springs  with  temperatures  ranging  from  64°F 
to  75  F  occur  along  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Lake  Range.   Some  minor  shallow 
temperature  drilling  has  been  conducted  throughout  Poito  Valley  and  along  the 
western  flank  of  the  WSA.   Several  geothermal  lease  applications  in  Poito 
Valley  have  recently  been  dropped. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  contains 
6,400  acres  (27%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential.        ■;.  ',■■'■ , 
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Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

The  central  granitic  core  of  the  Selenite  Range  has  no  oil  and  gas  potential. 
There  are  no  oil  and  gas  leases  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA,  nor  any 
exploration  activities. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  ID,  unfavorable,  high 
confidence. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle 
yearlong.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  585  AUMs.   No  change  in  this 
use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  22%  in  excellent  to  good  to 
78%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  has  been 
identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  includes  approximately  5,350  acres 
inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  northwestern  side. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Blue  Wing  23,702  585  22%  E-G,  78%  F-P 

CHINA  MOUNTAIN  (406P) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  lies  along  the  eastern  slope  of  China  Mountain,  a  high 
elevation  plateau  which  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  the  north  Tobins. 
This  irregularly-shaped  area  measures  approximately  seven  miles  north-south 
and  three  miles  east-west. 

Three  distinct  landforms  make  up  the  varied  landscape  of  the  study  area — China 
Mountain,  a  high  elevation  plateau  flanked  by  steep  and  rugged  cliffs; 
deeply-cut  steep-sided  canyons  which  generate  from  the  east  side  of  China 
Mountain;  and  the  mountain  footslope  of  paralleling  drainages  separated  by  low 
alluvial  ridges.   Elevations  in  the  area  range  from  5,060  feet  on  the 
southeastern  boundary  to  8,842  feet  at  China  Mountain. 

Vegetation  throughout  the  study  area  is  primarily  low-growing  desert  shrubs, 
except  for  the  small  amount  of  riparian  growth  in  Lee,  Hoffman  and  Cherry 
Canyons. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Manmade  features  include  four 
developed  springs  three  small  reservoirs,  a  fence,  two  miles  of  ways  and  0.2 
mile  of  cherrystem  road.   These  features  are  concentrated  in  the  lower  parts 
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of  the  main  canyons.   The  China  Mountain  plateau  and  the  headwaters  of  the 
canyons  are  primarily  free  of  human  imprints. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  a  mining  area  adjacent  to  the  northeast 
corner  and  very  light  vehicular  traffic.   Neither  imprint  substantially 
reduces  naturalness. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   The  deep,  rugged  canyons  and  the  lack  of  outside  influences  in 
this  WSA  offer  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude,  except  along  the 
extreme  eastern  and  northeastern  edge. 

Recreation  attractions  center  on  the  exceptionally  scenic  China  Mountain 
plateau  and  the  two  main  canyons.   Opportunities  for  dayhiking,  rock  climbing 
and  camping  are  considered  outstanding.   Nature  study  and  backpacking 
opportunities  are  good.   Game  species  include  deer,  cougar,  sage  grouse, 
Hungarian  partridge,  chukar  and  valley  quail. 

Special  Features 

Special  features  are  limited  to  wild  horses  and  riparian  habitat  in  Hoffman 
and  Lee  Canyons. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  low  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  on  the  eastern 
boundary.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families.   A  piece  of  private  land 
at  the  mouth  of  Hoffman  Canyon  attracts  people  who  want  to  investigate  the 
WSA.   An  abandoned  ranch  house,  corrals,  cottonwood  trees  and  a  perennial 
stream  act  as  a  lure  to  draw  in  the  visitor.   While  the  private  land  is  just 
outside  the  WSA  boundary  it  effectively  covers  all  access  to  Hoffman  Canyon. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  China  Mountain  WSA  is  estimated  at  300  visitor 
hours  annually  with  most  use  being  nonmotorized  activities  such  as 
rockhounding,  nature  study,  photography,  sightseeing,  hiking  and  hunting. 
There  are  approximately  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Iron  Hat  District  located  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the  WSA  has  been  a 
historic  producer  of  base  and  precious  metals.   Silver-lead  ore  was  discovered 
in  the  Iron  Hat  District  in  the  1880's  and  intermittently  mined  to  1945.   In 
recent  years,  renewed  exploration  in  the  district  for  silver,  lead  and  copper 
has  been  stimulated  by  the  development  of  the  Big  Mike  copper  deposit  nine 
miles  west  of  the  district. 

The  Ore  Drag  Mine,  on  the  south  side  of  Lee  Canyon  (Sec.  14,  T.  31  N.,  R.  40 
E.),  apparently  was  first  worked  for  antimony,  tungsten  and  silver  in  the 
early  1940 's. 
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The  copper  prospects  in  the  northern  part  of  the  district  consist  of  small 
pits  and  one  shaft  exploring  malachite  and  azurite  along  a  north-trending 
fault  in  chert  and  quartzite  of  the  Pumpernickel  Formation. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  5,500  acres  (53%  of  WSA)  of  high  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  contains  500  acres  (5%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

IRON  HAT  DISTRICT.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

High:    gold-silver,  mercury-antimony,  base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    silver,  lead*,  zinc*,  barium 

Moderate:    mercury*,  antimony* 

Low:     copper*,  tungsten* 

Exploration  activities  are  continuing  in  this  district  along  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  the  WSA. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Small  high  grade  barite  deposits  are  known  to  occur  in  Triassic  limestones  on 
the  northern  end  of  China  Mountain.   These  deposits  have  been  explored  but  are 
likely  too  small  for  commercial  development. 

The  entire  WSA  (10,358  acres)  is  classified  3C,  moderate  potential  for  these 
types  of  deposits. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

Buffalo  Valley  Hot  Springs,  12  miles  southeast  of  the  WSA,  has  a  recorded 
surface  temperature  of  174°F.   Two  other  hot  springs  are  reported  along  the 
southwestern  edge  of  Buffalo  Valley  six  miles  south  of  the  WSA.   One  spring 
had  a  recorded  temperature  of  162°F.   The  Leach  Hot  Spring  Known  Geothermal 
Resource  Area  (KGRA)  is  seven  miles  west  of  the  WSA  in  the  Grass  Valley  area. 
The  Leach  Hot  Spring  system  is  rated  capable  of  producing  77  megawatts  of 
electricity  for  30  years. 

Some  minor  shallow  temperature  gradient  drilling  and  geophysical  surveys  have 
also  been  conducted  in  the  Buffalo  Valley  area  east  of  the  WSA.   Extensive 
lease  blocks  occur  within  two  miles  of  the  western  boundary  and  one  lease 
block,  covering  four  sections,  is  within  two  miles  of  the  southeastern  tip  of 
the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  \-   to  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  eastern  boundary 
contains  2,000  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 
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Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Some  widely  spaced  oil  and  gas  geophysical  lines  have  been  run  in  Pumpernickel 
and  Buffalo  Valleys  to  the  north  and  east.   One  oil  and  gas  lease  covering  a 
major  portion  of  one  township  is  located  one  mile  east  of  the  WSA  boundary. 
Several  other  large  lease  blocks  to  the  south,  one  of  which  covered  232  acres 
(2%  of  WSA)  on  the  southeastern  tip  of  the  WSA,  has  recently  been  dropped. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  the  WSA  is  classified  2B,  low  potential,  low 
confidence. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  during 
the  winter.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  405  AUMs  and  no  change  in 
this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  9%  in  excellent  to  good 
to  91%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A- 14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  has  been 
identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  includes  approximately  1,870  acres 
inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  southeast  corner. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

South  Buffalo  10,358  405  9%  E-G,  91%  F-P 


General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  lies  along  the  western  slope  of  Mount  Tobin,  encompassing 
several  deeply  cut  drainages  and  the  fringing  desert  piedmont  of  Pleasant 
Valley.   The  irregularly-shaped  area  measures  approximately  six  miles 
north-south  and  two  to  five  miles  east-west. 

Three  district  landforms  make  up  the  study  area's  landscape — the  smooth, 
dominant  ridges  and  shallow  drainages  in  the  higher  elevations  adjacent  to 
Mount  Tobin;  the  parallel  deep-cut  drainages  in  the  higher  elevations  adjacent 
to  Mount  Tobin;  the  parallel  deep-cut  drainages  in  the  lower  elevations  of 
Mount  Tobin  and  the  fringing  desert  piedmont  of  a  gentle  alluvial  slope. 
Elevations  range  from  4,640  feet  along  the  western  boundary  to  9,775  feet  at 
Mount  Tobin. 

Vegetation  throughout  the  study  area  is  primarily  low-growing  desert  shrubs, 
except  for  a  scattering  of  juniper  and  riparian  growth  on  the  lower  elevations 
of  Mount  Tobin. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   One  developed  spring,  two  fencelines,  eight  miles  of  vehicle 
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ways  and  a  mining  area  are  the  WSAs  primary  manmade  features.   Most  of  these 
features  are  on  the  west  side's  fringing  desert  piedmont,  except  the 
Cottonwood  mining  area,  which  creates  a  substantial  intrusion  in  the  center  of 
the  unit. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  are  limited  to  vehicular  traffic  and  ranching 
activities  on  the  west  side. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

There  are  opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation.   Topographic 
and  vegetative  screening  are  good  in  the  main  canyons  below  Mount  Tobin,  but 
only  fair  to  poor  near  the  summit  of  the  mountain  and  within  the  desert 
piedmont.   Periodic  military  flights  are  the  most  significant  detriment  to 
solitude. 

Recreation  attractions  include  a  distinct  fault  line  along  the  base  of  the 
Tobin  Mountains  and  also  on  the  summit  of  Mount  Tobin.   Backpacking 
opportunities  are  considered  excellent  within  the  Tobin  Range.   Dayhiking, 
camping  and  nature  study  opportunities  are  good.   Game  species  include  deer, 
cougar,  sage  grouse,  chukar  and  valley  quail. 

Special  Features 

Wild  horses,  riparian  zones  and  the  1915  fault  line  along  the  base  of  the 
Tobin  Range  are  the  most  significant  special  features. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  low  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along  the  western 
boundary  (Pershing  County  Road  113)  and  along  the  southern  boundary  (Bushee 
Creek).   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families.   Although  rockhounding  is 
the  predominant  recreation  use,  other  activities  include  nature  study, 
photography,  hiking,  sightseeing  and  hunting.   Current  use  of  the  Tobin  Range 
WSA  is  estimated  at  300  visitor  hours  annually. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Mount  Tobin  District,  located  on  the  southern  boundary  of  the  WSA  has  been 
a  historic  producer  of  mercury  and  fluorspar.   Cinnabar  was  discovered  in  the 
Mount  Tobin  District  before  1918,  and  the  Mount  Tobin  (originally  Miner's 
Dream)  Mine  was  discovered  in  1929.   There  was  some  exploration  between  1929 
and  1938  but  no  mining.   The  mercury  deposits  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
district  were  actively  explored  and  developed  between  1938  and  1943.   The 
Mount  Tobin  Mine  produced  1,491  flasks  of  mercury  during  this  period;  the  Last 
Chance  and  North  Fork  Mines,  located  north  of  the  Mount  Tobin  Mine,  produced 
an  unknown  but  small  amount  of  mercury.   The  Mount  Tobin  Mine  was  worked  again 
in  late  1960's,  producing  at  least  14  flasks  of  mercury. 

The  Eureka  Mine  in  Miller  Basin  five  miles  south  of  the  WSA  was  active  between 
1955  and  1958  and  1968-70.   During  1956,  the  Eureka  Mine  produced  more  than 
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100  flasks  of  mercury,  but  in  other  years,  production  was  much  less  than  100 
flasks.   Total  production  from  this  mine  is  unknown  but  probably  less  than  500 
flasks . 

The  Needle  Peak  fluorspar  deposit  was  mined  prior  to  1961  and  produced  one 
carload  of  ore;  development  consists  of  a  125-foot  drift,  5-foot  pit  and  a 
75-foot  bulldozer  cut. 

Some  zeolite  production  has  also  occurred  in  the  Jersey  Valley  area  (see 
nonmetallic  minerals  with  Augusta  Mountains  WSA  for  more  details). 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  2,200  (17%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  5,200  acres  (40% 
of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and  500  acres  (4%  of  WSA)  of 
mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

MOUNT  TOBIN  MINING  DISTRICT.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:    mercury-antimony 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    mercury*,  antimony* 

Low:     molybdenum 

Although  mining  activities  have  not  occurred  in  this  zone  of  the  WSA,  a  1983 
BLM  field  examination  of  the  mineralized  structures  exposed  in  mining 
activities  on  the  southeastern  boundary  indicated  that  these  structures  extend 
across  Bushee  Creek  into  the  WSA.   Several  old  claim  posts  were  found  within 
this  portion  of  the  WSA  but  none  of  these  claims  have  been  recorded  with  the 
county  or  BLM. 

COTTONWOOD  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:    tungsten* 
Low:     zinc*,  barium 

The  high  anomalous  tungsten  values  in  this  zone  are  likely  attributed  to  skarn 
mineralization  and  a  propylitically  altered  feldspar  porphyry  found  during  a 
BLM  field  examination  in  1983.   Prospect  pits,  adits  and  dozer  trenches  on  23 
mining  claims  also  indicated  argillic  alteration,  malachite  staining  and 
possibly  cinnabar  along  shear  zones.   A  block  of  23  mining  claims  have  been 
recorded  with  the  county,  but  not  with  the  BLM. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  fluorspar  deposits  at  Needle  Peak  discussed  earlier  are  likely  associated 
with  the  Pumpernickel  Formation.   Very  little  information  is  available  on 
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these  deposits.   Although  this  deposit  is  located  three  miles  east  of  the  WSA 
this  formation  occurs  in  the  WSA  and  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  potential 
for  other  fluorspar  deposits. 

Barite  mineralization  occurs  with  mercury  mineralization  in  the  Miller  Basin 
five  miles  south  of  the  WSA. 

Pershing  County  maintains  a  few  gravel  pits  along  the  western  boundary  of  the 
WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1 ^-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  contains 

3,700  acres  (28%  of  WSA)  of  high  sand  and  gravel  potential. 

High  (4D)  -  The  Mount  Tobin  District  contains  3,700  acres  (28%  of  WSA)  of 

high  fluorspar  and  barite  potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -  Remainder  of  WSA  contains  9,400  acres  (72%  of  WSA)  of 

moderate  fluorspar  and  barite  potential. 

Geothermal  Potential 

Several  warm  springs  and  wells  occur  in  Pleasant  Valley  east  of  the  WSA.   The 
Paris  Ranch  warm  spring  (68  F)  and  well  (72  F)  is  located  nine  miles  southwest 
of  the  WSA.   Coyote  Warm  Springs  (72°F)  is  located  2\   miles  northwest  of  the 
WSA.   Numerous  500'  temperature  gradient  holes  have  been  drilled  throughout 
Pleasant  Valley,  with  a  few  holes  drilled  in  the  WSA  along  the  western  flank 
of  the  Tobin  Range.   Basically  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  is  covered  with 
5,125  acres  (39%  of  WSA)  of  geothermal  leases. 

The  following  portion  of  the  WSA  is  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  contains 
5,100  acres  (39%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Oil  and  gas  seismic  lines  have  been  run  in  Grass  Valley  several  miles  north  of 
the  WSA. 

A  two-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  is  classified  2B,  low 
potential  and  the  remainder  of  the  WSA  is  classified  as  IB  unfavorable  for  oil 
and  gas. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from 
August  1  to  December  31.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  780  AUMs.   No 
change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  36%  in 
excellent  to  good  to  64%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list 
of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are 
planned  within  the  WSA  at  this  time. 
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Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Pleasant  Valley  13,107  780  36%  E-G,  64%  F-P 

BLUE  LAKES  (600) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  lies  in  the  Pine  Forest  Range  and  encompasses  the  land  around 
Blue  Lakes  and  Duffer  Peak.   Somewhat  of  an  irregular  shape,  the  area  measures 
approximately  six  miles  north-south  and  four  to  five  miles  east-west. 

The  area  is  mountainous  with  high,  rugged  peaks  and  glacial  canyons,  moraines 
and  lakes.   Elevations  range  from  5,800  feet  at  the  lower  meadows  to  9,100 
feet  at  Duffer  Peak. 

Vegetation  consists  of  numerous  aspen  groves,  thick  stands  of  whitebark  and 
limber  pine,  mountain  mahogany,  a  sagebrush  understory  and  clumps  of 
serviceberry,  willow  and  snowberry. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   This  study  area  contains 
range  improvements  including  a  small  reservoir,  three  developed  springs,  two 
cattleguards,  two  line  cabins  and  six  miles  of  fence.   A  radio  repeater,  two 
miles  of  cherrystem  roads,  11  miles  of  vehicle  ways  and  a  short  foot  trail  are 
also  in  the  unit.   With  the  exception  of  one  vehicle  way  into  Blue  Lakes, 
these  features  blend  well  into  the  natural  landscape  due  to  excellent 
topographic  and  vegetative  screening. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  two  mining  areas  near  the  boundary, 
recreational  vehicles  and  motorboats  near  Onion  and  Little  Onion  Reservoirs 
and  light  vehicular  traffic  associated  with  ranching  on  the  unit's  perimeter. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Topographic  and  vegetative  screening  in  this  WSA  are  excellent, 
providing  ample  opportunity  for  solitude.   Occasional  military  flights 
periodically  reduce  solitude. 

Attractions  include  subalpine  glacial  lakes,  steep  granitic  rock  outcrops, 
heavy  riparian  vegetation,  scenic  meadows  and  a  pine  forest  unique  to 
northwestern  Nevada.   Opportunities  for  dayhiking,  camping,  backpacking, 
hunting,  fishing,  horsepacking,  rock  climbing,  nature  study,  swimming  and 
winter  sports  are  all  outstanding.   Game  species  include  deer,  chukar,  sage 
grouse,  antelope  and  cougar.   Fish  species  include  brook,  cutthroat  and 
rainbow  trout. 
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Special  Features 

Stands  of  limber  and  whitebark  pine,  glacial  landscapes,  extensive  riparian 
vegetation  and  a  very  high  concentration  of  historic  and  prehistoric  sites  are 
among  this  WSA's  special  features. 

Recreation 

In  1977,  approximately  16,000  acres  of  what  is  now  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA  was 
temporarily  closed  to  vehicles.   This  closure  was  made  under  the  authority  of 
several  Federal  regulations,  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of 
1976  and  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969.   Its  purpose  was  to 
protect  the  natural  value  of  the  area  until  a  wilderness  review  could  be 
made.   In  1983,  the  closure  was  made  permanent  under  the  authority  and 
requirement  of  Executive  Orders  11644  and  11989  as  part  of  the  Districtwide 
ORV  designations. 

There  are  two  trails  present  that  lead  from  a  trailhead  to  Blue  Lakes  and  are 
approximately  one-third  of  a  mile  and  one  mile  in  length,  respectively.   There 
are  no  other  facilities  in  the  WSA,  however,  adjacent  to  the  WSA,  is  the  Onion 
Valley  Reservoir  and  plans  are  being  made  to  develop  a  popular  camping  area  in 
the  vicinity. 

Blue  Lakes  and  its  environs  constitute  the  most  popular  recreation  area  in  the 
Winnemucca  District.   In  the  summer,  people  like  to  fish  in  Blue  Lakes  or 
Onion  Valley  Reservoir,  and  in  the  fall  the  area  provides  hunters  with  trophy 
size  deer.   Current  total  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  10,000 
visitor  hours  annually  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  around  Blue  Lakes 
itself.   There  is  some  rockhounding  for  quartz  crystals  and  a  little  ORV  use 
in  the  part  of  the  WSA  that  is  not  in  the  closure.   This  ORV  use  is  estimated 
to  be  40  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Both  whitebark  and  limber  pine  are  present  in  the  WSA  along  with  high  mountain 
meadows  which  attract  many  people  interested  in  nature  study,  hiking, 
photography  and  sightseeing.   Although  most  use  is  by  individuals  and 
families,  there  have  been  large  groups  in  the  WSA  including  outings  by 
environmental  organizations  and  college  classes. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Leonard  Creek  district  on  the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  has  a 
reported  production  of  about  $5,000  from  placer  gold  deposits  from  the 
Tipperary  Mine.   The  Varyville  district,  about  six  miles  southwest  of  the  WSA 
has  produced  about  $37,000  in  gold  and  a  small  amount  of  copper.   The  Adams 
Mine  (Homer  Verne)  at  the  northern  tip  of  the  WSA  has  also  produced  about 
$27,000  in  gold. 

The  Warm  Springs  district,  about  six  miles  north  of  the  WSA  has  been  a  past 
producer  of  gold,  silver  and  tungsten,  with  an  estimated  production  of 
$371,000.   The  Ashdown  Mine  within  this  district  is  presently  being  developed 
by  American  Copper  and  Nickel  for  molybdenum  and  gold  values. 
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Prospecting  activities  for  placer  gold  is  also  occurring  on  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  WSA  at  the  head  of  Snow  Creek  which  has  produced  placer  gold 
values  in  the  past.   Also,  a  molybdenum-bearing  quartz  vein  has  been  reported 
about  one  mile  due  east  of  these  placer  activities  along  Snow  Creek,   the 
eastern  edge  of  the  WSA,  along  Leonard  Creek  Meadows  and  Snow  Creek  has  been 
the  site  of  active  uranium  exploration  activities  in  the  recent  past.   Exxon 
Minerals  Corporation  has  been  the  most  active,  having  drilled  several  holes. 
This  activity  has  stopped,  due  largely  to  the  depressed  uranium  market. 

The  central  portion  of  the  WSA  was  removed  from  the  mining  laws,  but  not  the 
mineral  leasing  or  material  sale  laws,  on  June  5,  1967,  under  the  Blue  Lake 
Land  Classification  and  Mineral  Segregation  (see  Federal  Register  notice  of 
6-13-67).   A  mineral  survey  and  report  conducted  by  Reb  Bennett,  1973,  for  the 
Blue  Lakes  withdrawal  covered  an  area  much  larger  than  the  present  segregated 
lands.   The  boundaries  of  that  surveyed  area  were  very  close  to  the  boundaries 
of  the  present  WSA. 

Bennett  (1973)  found  numerous  prospect  pits,  trenches  and  bulldozer  cuts, 
mostly  north  of  Big  Creek  on  the  north  end  of  the  WSA  and  along  Snow  Creek  in 
the  south  end  of  the  WSA. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  8,100  acres  (39%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  contains  860  acres  (4%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings: 

BIG  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:   gold-silver,  antimony-mercury 
Anomalous  Values 

High:   mercury*,  uranium 

The  Adams  Mine  on  the  northeast  boundary  has  produced  $27,000  in  gold. 
Numerous  other  minor  prospecting  activities  and  four  mining  claims  are  located 
in  the  northern  part. 

Sampling  of  some  of  the  prospects  at  the  headwaters  of  Big  Creek  by  Bennett 
(1973)  indicated  gold  and  silver  values  ranging  from  0.36  to  1.22  ounces  per 
ton. 

THE  SNOW  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:    gold-silver 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    uranium 
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There  has  been  prospecting  activity  for  gold,  molybdenum  and  uranium  on  20 
mining  claims. 

ALDER  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential.   (Alder  Creek  WSA) 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     volcanic  uranium,  mercury-antimony 

Very  low:   gold-silver 
Anomalous  Values 

High:   uranium 

No  prospecting  activities  are  known  to  occur  on  one  mining  claim  assumed  to 
have  been  located  for  uranium. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Significant  nonmetallic  minerals  were  not  reported  by  Bennett  (1973)  in  the 
general  area,  therefore,  potential  is  classified  1C,  unfavorable,  with 
moderate  confidence. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

Neither  warm  springs  nor  hot  springs  are  known  to  occur  in  the  Blue 
Lakes/Alder  Creek  WSA. 

The  geothermal  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2B,  low  potential,  low 
confidence. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

The  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  WSA  is  not  considered  to  have  any  oil  and  gas 
potential. 

Oil  and  gas  potential  of  the  WSA  is  classified  ID,  unfavorable,  high 
confidence  level. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  June  1  to  September  31. 
There  are  two  allotments  with  a  total  current  use  of  1,707  AUMs  in  the  WSA. 
No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Both  allotments  are  in  fair  to 
poor  condition.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing  developments 
for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this 


time. 
Allotments 


Acres  AUMs  Condition 


Alder  Creek  16,406  1,388  100%  F-P 

Pine  Forest  4,102  319  100%  P 
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ALDER  CREEK  (600D) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  the  portion  of  the  Pine  Forest  Range  between  Little 
Onion  Reservoir  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoir.   The  study  area  is  narrow  and 
elongated,  and  it  measures  approximately  five  miles  north-south  and  two  miles 
east-west. 

The  study  area  straddles  a  north-south  trending  ridge  of  large  granitic  rock 
outcroppings  and  granitic  boulder-lined  drainages.   Elevations  range  from 
5,600  to  7,900  feet. 

Vegetative  cover  throughout  much  of  the  study  area  is  provided  by  aspen  and 
mountain  mahogany  over  a  sagebrush  understory.   Vegetative  diversity  is 
enhanced  by  riparian  vegetation  along  Alder  Creek  and  other  major  drainages. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Three  fences,  a  cattleguard, 
one  mile  of  vehicle  way  and  0.2  mile  of  cherrystem  road  are  the  significant 
manmade  features  within  this  unit. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  recreational  vehicles  and  motorboats  in  and 
around  Little  and  Big  Onion  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoirs  and  periodic  light 
vehicular  traffic  associated  with  ranching. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Generally  good  vegetative  screening  and  very  good  topographic 
screening  allow  for  excellent  solitude  opportunities  despite  the  unit's  small 
size.   Occasional  military  flights  periodically  reduce  solitude. 

The  main  recreational  attractions  focus  on  the  scenic  landscape  and  excellent 
views  of  the  Pine  Forest  Range.   Dayhiking,  camping,  hunting,  horsepacking, 
rock  climbing  and  nature  study  activities  are  all  considered  outstanding. 
Fishing  in  the  nearby  reservoirs  and  winter  sports  opportunities  are  good. 
Game  species  include  deer,  sage  grouse,  antelope  and  cougar.   Fish  species 
include  rainbow  and  brook  trout. 

Special  Features 

The  most  significant  special  feature  of  this  WSA  is  its  abundance  of  historic 
and  prehistoric  cultural  sites.   This  area  also  encompasses  sage  grouse 
brooding  and  strutting  grounds  and  tree  ring  research  sites. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  the  WSA.   Knott  Creek 
Reservoir  and  Onion  Valley  Reservoir,  extremely  popular  fishing  spots,  are 
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adjacent  to  the  study  area  as  well  as  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   There  are  no 
fish  in  Little  Onion  Reservoir;  however,  when  it  is  filled  with  water,  it  is 
especially  scenic.   Alder  Creek  WSA  is  separated  from  Blue  Lakes  WSA  by  a  road 
and  the  combination  of  these  two  WSAs  and  the  three  reservoirs  constitute  the 
most  popular  recreation  area  in  the  Winnemucca  District.   Most  use  is  by 
individuals  and  families  with  occasional  visits  by  environmental  groups  and 
college  classes.   The  northern  and  western  boundaries,  near  the  reservoirs, 
constitute  the  most  heavily  used  areas. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  1,500  visitor  hours  annually 
with  the  vast  majority  of  use  considered  to  be  nonmotorized  recreation 
activities  such  as  camping,  hunting,  photography,  general  rockhounding,  nature 
study  and  sightseeing.   There  are  approximately  30  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  200  acres  (4%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  contains  20  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims.   The  WSA 
is  not  considered  to  have  any  nonmetallic  mineral,  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas 
potential. 

See  Blue  Lakes  WSA  for  energy  and  mineral  potential  discussion. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from 
June  1  to  September  31.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  435  AUMs  and  no 
change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   The  entire  allotment  is  in  fair  to 
poor  condition.   Refer  to  Appendix  A- 14  for  a  list  of  existing  developments 
for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this 
time. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Alder  Creek  5,142  435  100%  F-P 

SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (603) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  the  central  portion  of  the  Jackson  Mountain  Range  and 
straddles  the  ridgeline  which  includes  King  Lear  and  Navajo  Peaks.   The  area 
is  oblong,  measuring  approximately  15  miles  north-south  and  two  to  11  miles 
east-west. 

The  area  has  a  high  rugged  ridgeline,  deeply  dissected  canyons,  desert 
piedmont  and  gently  rolling  hills.   Elevations  range  from  3,900  feet  on  the 
western  boundary  to  8,923  feet  on  King  Lear  Peak. 

Vegetation  cover  at  the  higher  elevations  consists  of  juniper,  snowberry  and 
red  osier  dogwood;  while  at  lower  elevations  the  northern  desert  shrub 
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community  dominates.   The  study  area  also  supports  extensive  riparian 
vegetation  along  the  major  drainages  and  canyons. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Manmade  features  include  one 
well,  six  miles  of  ditches,  one  developed  spring,  19  miles  of  vehicle  ways  and 
ten  miles  of  cherrystem  roads.   These  are  located  primarily  along  the  desert 
piedmonts,  particularly  on  the  east  side. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  adjacent  mining  areas,  nearby  ranching 
activity  and  some  farm  areas  along  the  northwest  and  east  boundaries.   These 
are  generally  only  visible  from  the  desert  piedmonts,  except  for  a  mining  area 
on  the  east  flank  of  Navajo  Peak. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Topographic  screening  within  the  Jackson  Mountain  Range  is 
excellent,  offering  outstanding  solitude  throughout  this  portion.   The  desert 
piedmonts,  in  contrast,  offer  little  screening.   Occasional  military  flights 
periodically  detract  from  solitude,  but  these  are  limited  to  the  southwest- 
corner  of  the  WSA. 

The  main  recreational  attractions  center  on  the  Jackson  Mountain  Range  and  its 
extremely  rugged  canyons  and  peaks.   McGill,  Hobo  and  Alaska  Canyons  and  King 
Lear  Peak  are  especially  noted  for  their  rugged  grandeur.   Views  of  the 
surrounding  desert,  especially  the  Black  Rock,  are  also  of  note.   Dayhiking, 
backpacking,  rock  and  mountain  climbing  and  nature  study  opportunities  are 
considered  outstanding.   Camping  and  hunting  opportunities  are  good.   Game 
species  include  deer,  chukar,  cougar  and  mourning  dove. 

Special  Features 

Minor  paleontologic  and  prehistoric  cultural  sites  and  extensive  riparian 
habitat  are  this  area's  most  significant  special  features.   One  rare  plant, 
Astragalus  pterocarpus,  occurs  along  the  western  slope  of  the  Jackson 
Mountains.   It  is  a  rare  plant  not  considered  to  be  under  any  threat.   Its 
federal  classification  is  category  3C  which  means  it  is  no  longer  considered 
for  listing  as  threatened  and  endangered.   The  Jackson  Mountains  are  also  the 
remnants  of  an  island  arc,  which  is  of  particular  geologic  interest. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  moderate  in  numbers  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along 
the  western  boundary.   McGill  Canyon  offers  the  hiker  a  chance  to  reach  King 
Lear  Peak,  the  tallest  spot  in  the  mountain  range.   Most  use  is  by  groups  and 
individuals  with  occasional  trips  made  by  environmental  organizations.   The 
McGill  Canyon  hike  was  written  up  in  a  Sierra  Club  guide  book. 
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Current  visitor  use  in  the  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  is  estimated  at  2,500 
visitor  hours  annually.   The  predominent  use  is  rockhounding  because  of  the 
presence  of  intriguing  specimens.   They  include  dogtooth  calcite,  sulphur, 
salt  and  pepper  agate  and  geodes.   Other  recreation  activities  include  hiking, 
camping,  photography,  nature  study  and  sightseeing.   There  are  approximately 
300  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annualy  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Mining  History  Jackson  Mountains 

Three  mining  district,  the  Red  Butte,  Jackson  Creek  and  Bottle  Creek,  are 
located  in  the  Jackson  Mountains.   Several  other  mining  and/or  prospecting 
activities  are  found  throughout  the  Jackson  Mountains  but  have  not  been 
formally  designated  as  mining  districts.   Total  recorded  production  from  these 
three  districts  has  amounted  to  about  $4  million.   The  Jackson  Creek  District 
alone  has  produced  some  $3  million  in  lump  iron  ore. 

The  Red  Butte  District  in  the  Navajo  Peak  area  within  the  southern  tip  of  the 
South  Jackson  Mountain  WSA  has  produced  some  values  in  gold,  silver,  copper, 
lead,  zinc,  antimony  and  mercury.   Total  production  reported  includes  five 
carloads  of  copper-lead-zinc-silver  ore  and  20  tons  of  antimony  ore  from  the 
Red  Butte  Mine  area. 

The  Gilbert  and  Stroud  Mine  about  seven  miles  southeast  of  Navajo  Peak  is 
reported  to  contain  copper  and  gold  values. 

The  Low  Iron  and  Low  Copper  properties  located  on  the  east  flank  of  Navajo 
Peak,  have  been  prospected  for  iron  and  copper  via  adits,  shafts  and  open 
cuts.   No  production  has  been  recorded.   Extensive  prospecting  for  gold  and 
magnetite  has  also  occurred  just  west  of  Navajo  Peak. 

The  Jackson  Creek  District  is  in  the  central  portion  of  the  range  at  the  head 
of  Jackson  Creek.   This  district  lies  within  the  southeast  corner  of  the  North 
Jackson  Mountains  WSA.   Total  production  from  the  Jackson  Creek  District  has 
been  about  $3  million  in  lump  iron  ore  mostly  from  the  Iron  King,  Red  Bird  and 
Black  Jack  Mines.   Most  of  the  iron  production  was  between  1952  and  1960. 

The  Bottle  Creek  District  is  on  the  northeastern  side  of  the  Jackson  Mountains 
just  east  of  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA.   Total  production  from  the 
district  has  been  about  $900,000  from  4,644  flasks  of  mercury.   Active  uranium 
exploration  has  occurred  around  the  Buff  Peak  area  just  west  of  the  Bottle 
Creek  District. 

Active  gold  exploration  has  occurred  recently  about  two  miles  south  of  Buff 
Peak  on  claims  owned  by  the  DeLong  family.   Several  tunnels,  shafts,  open  cuts 
and  dozer  cuts  occur  on  the  property.   The  DeLong  family  has  also  done 
considerable  drilling  on  the  property  recently. 

A  large  block  of  contiguous  claims  has  been  staked,  covering  16  sections 
between  Big  Creek  and  Bottle  Creek  on  the  northeast  slope  of  the  Jackson 
Mountains  (Trout  Creek  Spur).   Early  mining  activities  have  occurred  in  the 
Big  Creek/Boulder  Creek  area,  consisting  of  several  tunnels,  shafts  and 
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underground  stopes.   Mineralization  consists  of  silver,  gold(?),  copper,  lead 
and  iron  in  east-west  veins  in  the  Boulder  Creek  Beds  and  intrusive  rocks. 

Numerous  other  prospects,  mines  and  mineral  occurrences  can  be  found 
throughout  the  Jackson  Mountains  but  little  information  is  available  about 
these  areas. 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  11,500  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  47,300 
acres  (79%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and  contains  900 
acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

RED  BUTTE  MINING  DISTRICT.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

This  district  has  produced  some  values  in  gold,  silver,  copper,  lead,  zinc, 
antimony  and  mercury. 

Geocheraical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:   gold-silver 

Low:    mercury-antmony 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    silver,  antimony*,  gold 

Moderate:   copper*,  mercury* 

Low:    molybdenum 

BULL  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:   mafic  copper-nickel 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    copper 

Moderate:    zinc*,  nickel* 

The  highest  anomalous  values  are  in  the  Shawnee  Creek  drainage  on  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  zone,  gradually  dropping  off  northward.   A  BLM  field 
examination  (1983)  up  the  Shawnee  Creek  drainage  indicated  two  millsite 
locations  with  some  minor  wood  frame  dwellings.   One  millsite  claim  had  been 
located  June  20,  1983.   No  other  mining  activities  were  noted  along  existing 
jeep  trails  in  this  zone. 

BIG  CEDAR  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:    mafic  copper-nickel,  gold-silver 
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Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:   copper*,  lead*,  molybdenum 
Low:     zinc* 

The  copper,  lead  and  zinc  values  are  possibly  related  to  the  Red  Boy  Mine. 
The  molybdenum  value  and  the  response  to  gold-silver  modeling  are  in  the 
Little  Cedar  Creek  drainage  basin  near  some  prospecting  activities. 
Exploration  activities  at  the  head  of  Big  Cedar  Creek  consist  of  several 
bulldozer  cuts,  a  few  of  which  have  exposed  magnetite-hematite. 

KING  LEAR  PEAK  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

No  anomalous  values  due  to  a  lack  of  sample  density.  No  known  recorded 
raining  claims,  however,  some  development  has  occurred  on  three  separate 
veins  with  visible  copper  oxide,  hematite  and  barite  mineralization. 

McGILL  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

High:    mafic  copper-nickel 

Low:    base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    copper*,  nickel* 

A  one-day  BLM  field  reconnaissance  was  made  in  1983  up  McGill  Canyon  and  down 
the  southern  ridge  to  try  to  determine  sources  of  these  anomalous  values.   No 
mining  claims  or  prospecting  activity  were  found  during  the  traverse.   Most 
favorable  minerals  are  copper  and  nickel. 

BLISS  CANYON  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Very  low:   base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

Low:     lead*,  zinc*,  molybdenum 

A  1983  BLM  field  traverse  up  Alaska  Canyon  and  Bliss  Canyon  indicated  several 
prospecting  activities  including  adits,  shafts  and  tunnels.   Only  two  mining 
claims  are  known  in  the  zone. 

CHRISTIORSSON  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     mafic  copper-nickel 

Very  low:    gold-silver 
Anomalous  Values 

High:   copper* 

Moderate:    lead*,  nickel*,  silver 
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Considerable  prospect  activity,  including  some  underground  development  on  12 

mining  claims,  partly  within  a  cherrystem  of  the  WSA,  has  occurred  in  this 

zone  but  there  are  no  literature  references  about  this  activity.   Some  minor 

copper  production  has  likely  occurred.   Precious  metals,  lead  and  nickel,  are 
also  of  interest. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Veined  barite  mineralization  has  been  reported  in  the  King  Lear  Peak,  Big 
Cedar  Creek  Zones  and  the  Red  Butte  District.   Several  gravel  pits  are  along 
the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA.   These  pits  were  important  sources  of  gravel 
for  the  recently  drilled  Sun  Oil  well. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1 -mile-wide  strip  within  the  western  boundary  contains 

11,700  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  high  sand  and  gravel  potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -   The  King  Lear  Peak  and  Big  Cedar  Creek  zones  and  the  Red 

Butte  District  contain  15,800  acres  (26%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  barite 

potential. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

McFarlan's  Hot  Spring  is  eight  miles  southwest  of  the  South  Jackson  Mountains 
WSA.   This  hot  spring  has  a  recorded  temperature  of  17l°F  and  is  the  sight  of 
active  geothermal  leasing  and  exploration.   One  warm  well  (67°F)  is  located  on 
the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  in  Desert  Valley  on  the  Roberts  Ranch. 
One  large  block  of  geothermal  leases  lies  just  outside  the  southwestern  tip  of 
the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3D/C)  -  A  3^-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southwestern  boundary, 
a  1 -mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northwestern  boundary  and  a  4-mile-wide 
strip  inside  the  southeastern  boundary  contains  24,300  acres  (40%  of  WSA) 
of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 


Some  structural  traps  for  hydrocarbons  could  occur  in  the  WSA  especially  in 
the  Boulder  Creek  Beds,  King  Lear  Formation  and  the  Pansy  Lee  Conglomerate 
since  lush  vegetative  areas  were  present  during  deposition  of  the  Boulder 
Creek  Beds. 

Numerous  oil  and  gas  geophysical  lines  have  been  run  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert 
to  the  west  and  Desert  Valley  to  the  east  and  one  dry  well  has  been  completed 
in  the  Black  Rock  Desert.   To  date  no  exploration  activities  have  occurred  in 
the  WSA.   Numerous  oil  and  gas  lease  blocks  covering  5,332  acres  (9%  of  WSA) 
extend  into  the  WSA  all  along  the  western  side.   Also,  there  is  extensive 
leasing  in  Desert  Valley  to  the  east. 
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The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  oil  and  gas  potential: 

Moderate  (3B/A)  -  A  3^-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southwestern  boundary, 
a  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  northwestern  and  a  4-mile-wide  strip 
inside  the  southeastern  boundaries  contains  24,300  acres  (40%  of  WSA)  of 
moderate  oil  and  gas  potential. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from 
April  1  to  June  30  and  December  1  to  March  31.   Total  current  use  within  the 
WSA  is  1,523  AUMs.   No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   The  entire 
allotment  is  in  poor  condition.   Refer  to  Appendix  A- 14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   Two  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  projects  have 
been  identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  include  approximately  2,150 
acres  inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  northern  end  and  southern  tip. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Jackson  Mountains        60,211  1,523  100%  P 

NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (606) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  occupies  the  northern  half  of  the  Jackson  Mountains  and 
encompasses  the  land  around  Deer  Creek  and  Parrot  Peaks. 

The  area  measures  approximately  seven  miles  north-south  and  from  six  to  seven 
miles  east-west. 

The  study  area  is  mountainous  with  high  jagged  ridgelines  and  peaks,  numerous 
granitic  rock  outcroppings  and  steep  rugged  canyons.   Elevations  range  from 
4,000  feet  on  the  western  boundary  to  8,400  feet  at  Parrot  Peak. 

Vegetation  cover  at  the  higher  elevations  consists  of  juniper,  snowberry  and 
red  osier  dogwood;  while  at  lower  elevations  the  northern  desert  shrub 
community  dominates.   The  study  area  also  supports  riparian  vegetation  along 
the  canyon  bottoms  and  aspen  groves  in  the  wider  drainages. 

Wilderness  Values 
Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Four  fencelines,  one 
developed  spring,  seven  miles  of  vehicle  ways  and  six  miles  of  cherrystem 
roads  are  the  most  significant  manmade  intrusions.   These  imprints  are  located 
along  the  periphery  of  the  unit. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  three  mining  areas  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  boundary  and  some  minor  ranching  and  farming  activities. 
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Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Opportunities  for  solitude  are  outstanding  within  the  Jackson 
Mountains'  portion  of  this  unit  due  to  the  highly  dissected,  rugged 
landscape.   The  periphery  lacks  the  topographic  and  vegetative  screening 
necessary  to  ensure  solitude. 

Recreation  attractions  center  on  the  rugged  and  scenic  Jackson  Mountains.   Of 
particular  note  are  Deer  Creek  and  Parrot  Peaks,  and  Mary  Sloan,  New  Years  and 
Deer  Creek  Canyons.   Excellent  views  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  Black  Rock 
Range  are  also  important  attractions.   Dayhiking,  backpacking,  rock  and 
mountain  climbing  and  nature  study  opportunities  are  considered  outstanding. 
Camping,  hunting  and  horsepacking  opportunities  are  good.   Game  species 
include  deer,  cougar,  chukar  and  mourning  dove. 

Special  Features 

The  Jackson  Mountains  are  of  special  geologic  interest  as  a  remnant  of  an 
island  arc.   Other  special  features  include  extensive  riparian  areas  and 
overall  high  scenic  qualities. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  from  light  to  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along 
the  western  boundary  road  and  the  southern  boundary  which  crosses  Jackson 
Creek.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  1,500  visitor  hours  annually 
with  the  majority  of  use  spent  in  rockhounding  activities.   Magnetite, 
hematite  and  cinnabar  are  known  to  occur  in  the  study  area.   Other  recreation 
activities  include  sightseeing,  nature  study,  hiking,  hunting  and 
photography.   There  are  approximately  60  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in 
the  WSA.  ' 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

See  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA  for  the  mining  history  of  the  Jackson 
Mountains. 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  10,300  acres  (39%  of  WSA)  of  high  and  13,100 
acres  (50%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic  mineral  potential  and  contains' 500 
acres  (2%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

JACKSON  CREEK  MINING  DISTRICT.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

This  district  is  at  the  head  of  Jackson  Creek  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
the  WSA.   This  district  has  produced  $3  million  in  lump  iron.   Sampling  by 
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Barringer  Resources  in  this  area  did  not  indicate  any  other  anomalous  metal 
values. 

NEW  YEARS  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (4D)  High  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:    gold-silver,  base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    silver 

Moderate:    copper*,  lead* 

Low:     zinc*,  molybdenum,  barium 

The  Harrison  Grove  Mine,  a  patented  claim  block  midway  up  Jackson  Creek  has 
produced  unknown  amounts  of  copper,  nickel,  cobalt  and  silver. 

A  BLM  field  traverse  (1983)  in  the  New  Years  Canyon  indicated  several  short 
adits,  shafts  and  prospects  on  north-south  fault  zones  containing  pyrite, 
chalcopyrite,  chalcocite,  malachite  and  azurite.   Copper  and  silver  have  been 
produced  from  these  mines,  according  to  local  ranchers. 

HAPPY  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    copper*,  mercury* 
Low:     molybdenum 

Prospecting  activities  for  barite,  copper,  silver  and  gold  have  occurred  on 
eight  mining  claims. 

DEER  CREEK  PEAK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

Low:     copper*,  lead*,  tungsten* 

Significant  prospecting  activities  for  silver,  gold  and  copper  have  occurred 
on  the  DeLong  family  claim  block  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the  WSA  1\   miles 
north  of  Deer  Creek  Peak.   Only  one  stream  sediment  sample  was  taken  upstream 
of  the  apparent  mineralized  zone,  with  no  indication  of  any  anomalous  values 
(Barringer  Resources  1982). 

A  BLM  field  traverse  (1983)  up  Deer  Creek  indicated  numerous  prospect  pits  and 
short  caved  adits  in  the  headwaters.   Mineralized  north-south  shear  zones 
exposed  by  the  prospecting  activities  contained  minor  amounts  of  malachite, 
azurite  and  possibly  cinnabar.   A  few  mining  claims  were  recently  located  in 
May  1983,  in  this  area. 
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Nonmetalllc  Mineral  Potential 

Veined  barite  mineralization  has  been  reported  on  Dave  DeLong's  claims  in 
Section  6  of  the  Happy  Creek  Zone  (1983).   Several  county-maintained  gravel 
pits  are  located  along  the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  1 -mile-wide  strip  along  the  western  boundary  contains  4,100 
acres  (15%  of  WSA)  of  high  sand  and  gravel  potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  Happy  Greek  Zone  contains  6,000  acres  (23%  of  WSA)  of 
moderate  barite  potential. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

There  are  no  known  hot  springs,  warm  springs  or  warm  wells  in  or  adjacent  to 
the  WSA.   Several  warm  wells  and  one  warm  spring  are  found  in  the  Quinn  River 
Crossing  area  at  the  north  tip  of  the  Jackson  Mountains.   Presently  there  are 
no  geothermal  leases  in  or  adjacent  to  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA,  nor 
have  there  been  any  geothermal  exploration  activities  within  or  adjacent  to 
the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

Moderate  (3C/B)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  west  boundary  and  a  1 -mile- 
wide  strip  inside  northeastern  boundary  contains  7,100  acres  (27%  of  WSA) 
of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Some  structural  traps  for  hydrocarbons  could  occur  in  the  WSA,  especially  in 
the  Boulder  Creek  Beds,  King  Lear  Formation  and  the  Pansy  Lee  Conglomerate. 

Sun  Oil  indicated  in  their  plan  of  operation  for  the  oil  well  in  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  that  they  wish  to  test  the  Cretaceous  sedimentary  units  (King  Lear 
Formation)  in  addition  to  stratigraphically  younger  units.   Several  oil  and 
gas  leases  covering  3,696  acres  (14%  of  WSA)  extend  into  the  west  and 
northeast  sides  of  the  WSA. 

The  following  portion  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  oil  and  gas  potential: 

Moderate  (3A)  -  A  1-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  and  northwestern 
boundaries  contains  4,100  acres  (15%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  oil  and  gas 
potential. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  April  1  to  September  30. 
There  are  three  allotments  with  a  total  current  use  of  740  AUMs  in  the  WSA. 
No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   The  entire  portion  of  the 
allotment  is  in  poor  condition.   Refer  to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing 
developments  for  the  WSA.   Two  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  projects  have 
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been  identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA  and  include  approximately  4,490 
acres  inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the  northeast  side  and  southern  tip. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Jackson  Mountains        15,962  401  100%  P 

Deer  Creek  4,587  112  100%  P 

Happy  Creek  5,908  227  100%  P 

BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  (620) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  between 
the  Black  Rock  Range  and  the  Jackson  Mountains  Range.   This  extremely  large 
study  area  is  elongated,  measuring  approximately  40  miles  north-south  and  20 
miles  east-west. 

The  area  is  a  large,  dry  alkali  lakebed,  the  remains  of  prehistoric  Lake 
Lahontan.   Three  major  drainage  systems  flow  through  the  study  area,  but 
supply  a  limited  amount  of  water  for  a  short  period  of  time.   The  Quinn  River 
meanders  nearly  90  miles  through  the  WSA  during  periods  of  high  runoff. 
Elevations  range  from  3,900  feet  at  the  desert  floor  to  5,000  feet  atop  Pinto 
Mountain,  a  large  basalt  butte  located  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  study 
area. 

Isolated  islands  of  desert  playa  and  scatterings  of  saltbush,  greasewood  and 
sagebrush  create  an  unusual  mosiac  pattern  of  cover  throughout  the  study 
area.   This  vegetative  pattern  is  further  enhanced  by  the  hummocky  terrain 
along  the  perimeter  of  the  area,  created  by  numerous  small  mounds  of 
greasewood  and  sagebrush.   Local  relief  throughout  the  valley  floor  is 
minimal,  generally  less  than  ten  feet. 

The  Black  Rock  Desert  is  the  second  largest  BLM  WSA  in  the  48  contiguous 
states . 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Five  windmills,  three  wells, 
one  developed  spring,  one  pipeline,  eight  miles  of  vehicle  way  and  0.3  mile  of 
cherrystem  road  are  the  most  significant  manmade  features.   These  are  located 
along  the  perimeter  of  the  study  area. 

Outside  imprints  include  the  Western  Pacific  Railroad  and  the  Sulphur  townsite 
at  the  southern  tip,  three  ranches,  a  telephone  line  and  several  mining  areas 
visible  in  the  distant  Jackson  Mountains  and  Black  Rock  Range.   Overall,  the 
impact  of  these  improvements  is  minimal  due  to  the  area's  large  size. 
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Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  are  considered  outstanding;  primitive  recreation 
opportunities  are  considered  unique  but  not  outstanding.   Although  topographic 
and  vegetative  screening  throughout  the  WSA  are  minimal,  opportunities  for 
solitude  are  considered  outstanding  due  to  the  size  and  undeveloped  nature  of 
the  area.   Occasional  military  flights  are  the  most  detrimental  influence  on 
solitude. 

No  primitive  recreational  activities  are  considered  outstanding  within  the 
WSA.   However,  raft  trips  are  feasible  along  the  Quinn  River  during  high 
runoff,  and  hiking,  nature  study,  camping  and  hot  air  ballooning  are  possible 
recreational  pursuits.   These  opportunities  are  viewed  as  unique  due  to  the 
undeveloped  nature  and  exceptional  size  of  the  WSA,  but  nonetheless  not 
outstanding  to  the  average  recreationist.   Antelope,  deer,  cougar,  sage  grouse 
and  chukar  are  sometimes  found  on  the  edge  of  the  unit. 

Special  Features 

The  Black  Rock  Desert  is  one  of  the  largest  virtually  undeveloped  desert 
valley  floors  in  the  West  and  one  of  the  few  which  contains  an  intermittent 
river  system.   Recent  paleontologic  discoveries  indicate  that  this  area 
contains  paleontologic  and  archaeologic  resources  of  national  importance. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  from  light  to  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  taking  place 
along  the  northern,  the  northwestern  and  the  eastern  boundary  roads.   The 
amount  of  use  decreases  toward  the  middle  of  the  unit.   Most  use  is  by 
individuals  and  families  with  a  few  environmental  groups  and  college  classes 
also  visiting  the  WSA.   Several  members  of  the  Sierra  Club  have  floated  the 
Quinn  River  through  the  center  of  the  unit. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  2,000  visitor  hours  annually. 
Most  of  this  use  is  associated  with  off-road  vehicles  (1,200  hours). 
Rockhounding  is  low.   The  only  known  rockhound  area  is  near  Pinto  Mountain 
where  opal,  onyx,  sulphur  and  travertine  have  been  found.   Other  recreation 
activities  include  photography,  nature  study,  sightseeing  and  hiking. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

The  Leonard  Creek  and  Varyville  Mining  Districts  are  on  the  northwestern 
boundary  of  the  WSA  in  the  Pine  Forest  Range.   These  two  districts  have  been 
discussed  under  the  Energy  and  Minerals  section  of  the  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek 
WSAs.   The  Red  Butte  Mining  District  and  numerous  other  mining  activities  are 
along  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  in  the  Jackson  Mountains.   Please  refer 
to  the  Energy  and  Minerals  Potential  section  in  the  North  and  South  Jackson 
Mountains  WSAs  for  discussion  of  these  mining  activities. 

The  Sulphur  Mining  District  lies  on  the  northwest  slope  of  Kamma  Mountains  at 
the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA.   Total  sulfur  production  is  unknown;  however, 


3-56 


based  on  the  sized  of  the  open  pit  mines  and  tailings  piles  at  the  old  Sulphur 
mill  site,  several  thousand  tons  of  sulfur  have  been  produced  since  1870.   In 
addition  25  flasks  of  mercury  had  been  produced  by  the  end  of  1943.   The 
Sulphur  District  is  presently  the  site  of  extensive  precious  metal  production 
and  exploration  activities  by  several  large  companies. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  41,500  acres  (13%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  contains  900  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA)  of  mining 
claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

PINTO  MOUNTAIN  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Moderate:    base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    tungsten 

Moderate:    molybdenum,  zinc* 

Low:    barium 

Some  minor  mercury  prospecting  activity  has  occurred  on  21  mining  claims 
adjacent  to  the  WSA.   Tungsten,  molybdenum  and  mercury  mineralization  could  be 
related  to  Pinto  Hot  Spring,  granitic  outcropping  or  outwash  from  the 
Varyville  and  Leonard  Creek  Mining  Districts. 

BARTLETT  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

High:    molybdenum 
Moderate:    mercury*,  barium 

These  anomalous  values  could  be  related  to  hot  spring  activity  associated  with 
Pinto  Hot  Springs,  isolated  volcanic  butts  exposed  in  this  area  or  outwash  of 
the  Bartlett  Creek  drainage  basin  in  the  Varyville  Mining  District  just  west 
of  the  WSA. 

A  field  examination  was  conducted  in  June  1983  on  a  portion  of  16  mining 
claims  located  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  this  zone.   No  surface-disturbing 
exploration  activities  have  been  conducted  on  the  16  claims. 

PAIUTE  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 
Low:    mafic  copper-nickel 
Very  low:    base-precious  metal 
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Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    zinc*,  nickel*,  molybdenum 
Low:     tungsten*,  barium 

These  metal  values  could  be  related  to  hot  spring  activity,  Tertiary  basalts 
and  silicic  ash-flow  tuffs  outcropping  in  the  area,  or  outwash  from  the  Paiute 
Creek  drainage  basin.   No  prospecting  activities  or  mining  claims  are  known  of 
in  this  zone. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Clearly  the  desert  climate  of  the  Basin  and  Range  Province  affords  the 
greatest  opportunity  for  concentrations  of  lithium,  sodium  and  potassium  in 
playa  areas  similar  to  the  Black  Rock  Desert.   Lithium  values  are  distinctly 
higher  in  the  playa  sediments  of  this  area,  running  about  40-50  ppm  compared 
to  an  average  of  about  20  ppm  for  bedrock  terrain  in  the  District's  other 
WSAs.   All  drainage  systems  of  the  lithium  rich  McDermitt  Caldera  area  have 
emptied  into  the  Black  Rock  Desert  at  least  through  the  Pleistocene  and  may 
have  contributed  to  concentrations  of  lithium  clays  or  brines  in  the  Black 
Rock  Desert. 

The  playa  clays  in  the  WSA  also  have  potential  for  sealout  uses  in  reservoirs, 
ditches,  canals,  etc.,  and  gold  cyanide  leaching  operations  which  require 
impervious  pads  and  reservoirs. 

The  central  playa  surface  of  the  WSA  has  the  following  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential: 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  WSA  contains  295,900  acres  (93%  of  WSA)  of  moderate 
potential  for  sodium,  potassium,  lithium  either  as  salts  or  brines  and 
clay  deposits. 

Geothermal  Resource  Potential 

Most  of  Pinto  Hot  Spring  Known  Geothermal  Resource  (KGRA)  is  within  the  WSA 
boundary.   The  KGRA  covers  all  of  Section  16  through  21  and  Sections  27 
through  34  of  T.  40  N. ,  R.  28  E.,  in  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  WSA. 
Reservoir  temperatures  have  been  estimated  at  165°C  and  electrical  generating 
capabilities  are  rated  at  19  megawatts.   All  of  the  KGRA  has  been  leased  and 
much  of  the  Federal  lands  surrounding  the  KGRA  have  also  been  leased.   To  date 
no  deep  wells  have  been  drilled  in  this  area  and  very  little  shallow 
temperature  gradient  drilling  has  occurred. 

McFarlan's  Hot  Springs  on  the  southeastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  about  12%  miles 
north  of  Sulphur  has  not  been  classified  as  a  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area. 
However,  extensive  shallow  temperature  gradient  drilling  to  depths  of  2,000' 
have  been  done  in  this  area  and  throughout  the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA. 
Temperatures  of  171  F  are  recorded  at  the  hot  spring  which  issue  from  elevated 
tufa  mounds. 

Some  26,853  acres  (8%  of  WSA)  are  held  under  geothermal  leases  in  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  WSA  in  the  Pinto  Hot  Springs  and  McFarlan's  Hot  Springs  areas. 
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The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  4-mile-wide  strip  along  the  northern  and  northwestern 

boundaries  contains  62,500  acres  (20%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal 

potential. 

Moderate  (3D/C)  -  A  4-mile-wide  strip  along  southwestern  boundary,  a 

4-mile-wide  strip  along  the  northeastern  boundary,  and  a  4-mile-wide 

strip  along  the  southeastern  boundary  contains  154,600  acres  (48%  of  WSA) 

of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

The  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  has  been  an  area  of  high  interest  for  its  oil  and 
gas  potential  since  1979.   The  only  portions  of  the  WSA  not  containing  oil  and 
gas  leases  are  a  very  narrow  strip  along  the  southwestern  boundary  and  the 
extreme  northwestern  corner  around  Pinto  Mountain.   The  whole  WSA  has  been  the 
site  of  active  seismic  exploration  in  the  past.   One  well  was  completed  to  a 
depth  of  7,931  feet  by  Sun  Oil,  three  miles  north  of  McFarlan's  Hot  Spring, 
and  reported  as  a  dry  hole  (June  1983). 

Some  204,919  acres  (64%  of  WSA)  are  held  under  oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  WSA.  Some  of  these  leases  will  likely  be  dropped  since  completion 
of  the  dry  well  by  Sun  Oil. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  the  entire  319,594  acres  of  the  WSA  is  classified 
3B,  moderate  potential. 


Range  Management 

Approximately  54%  of  the  WSA  is  grazed  by  cattle  from  November  1  to  April  30. 
The  remaining  46%  is  unallocated.   There  are  five  allotments  with  a  total 
current  use  of  7,186  AUMs.   No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   The 
entire  portion  of  the  allotment  is  in  poor  condition.   Refer  to  Appendix  a- 14 
for  a  list  of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   No  range  improvement 
projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this  time. 


Allotments 


Acres 


AUMs 


Condition 


Paiute  Meadows 
Pine  Forest 
Deer  Creek 
Jackson  Mountains 
Old  Gunnery  Range 


65,073 

29,985 

3,190 

75,208 

146,096 


2,876 

2,328 

79 

1,903 

-0- 


100%  P 
100%  P 
100%  P 
100%  P 
-0- 


PAHUTE  PEAK  (621) 


General  Characteristics 


The  study  area  occupies  the  central  portion  of  the  Black  Rock  Range  and 
separates  the  eastern  and  western  arms  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert.   The  area  is 
elongated,  measuring  approximately  14  miles  northwest-southeast  and  from  four 
to  11  miles  east-west. 
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The  study  area's  diverse  landscape  offers  a  variety  of  landforms — an 
undulating  highland  with  lightly  cut  drainages,  highly  dissected  drainages, 
gently  rolling  hills  and  desert  piedmont.   Elevations  range  from  4,050  feet  at 
the  desert  floor  to  8,594  feet  at  Big  Mountain  (Pahute  Peak). 

Vegetation  throughout  the  study  area  is  predominantly  low-growing  desert 
shrubs,  except  for  isolated  stands  of  aspen  and  mountain  mahogany  on  the  east 
side  of  Big  Mountain  and  clumps  of  willows  in  the  wetter  drainages. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Eight  small  reservoirs,  nine 
developed  springs,  two  pipelines,  a  temporary  radio  repeater,  35  miles  of 
vehicle  ways  and  about  two   miles  of  cherrystem  roads  are  the  predominant 
manmade  features.   These  features  are  concentrated  on  the  desert  piedmont 
(west  side)  and  in  the  rolling  hills  along  the  east  edge. 

Outside  sights  and  sounds  include  two  mining  areas  and  light  vehicular  traffic 
near  the  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Topographic  screening  within  the  west  side  of  the  Black  Rock 
Range  is  excellent,  offering  outstanding  solitude.   The  rolling  landscape  on 
the  east  side  of  the  range  and  on  the  desert  piedmont  offer  little  topographic 
screening  or  solitude.   Occasional  military  flights  periodically  reduce 
solitude  throughout  the  WSA. 

Recreational  attractions  center  on  the  highly  scenic  west  slope  of  the  Black 
Rock  Range.   Pahute  Peak,  the  viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  several 
"badland"  landscapes,  hot  springs,  the  Peter  Lassen  gravesite,  rockhounding 
areas  and  riparian  zones  are  all  of  note.   Views  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert, 
which  surrounds  the  WSA,  are  outstanding.   Dayhiking,  camping,  horsepacking, 
nature  study  and  rockhounding  opportunities  are  considered  outstanding. 
Backpacking  and  hunting  opportunities  are  good.   Game  species  include 
antelope,  deer,  cougar,  sage  grouse  and  chukar. 

Special  Features 

The  western  one-third  of  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  is  within  the  viewshed  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  an  emigrant  trail  of  national  significance  which  was 
used  during  the  mid-1800s.   The  natural  appearance  of  the  west  slope  of  the 
Black  Rock  Range  contributes  to  the  integrity  of  setting  for  the  trail,  which 
appears  much  the  way  it  did  during  emigrant  migrations. 

Other  special  features  include  wild  horses,  rumors  of  the  Peter  Lassen 
gravesite  (Lassen  was  a  19th  century  explorer  after  whom  Lassen  Peak  in 
California  was  named)  which  is  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places, 
several  prehistoric  cultural  sites  and  riparian  areas. 
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Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  moderate  with  the  heaviest  use  taking  place  along  the  west 
side  of  the  mountain  slope.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families  with  a 
few  trips  made  by  environmental  groups,  history  enthusiasts  and  college 
classes . 

The  west  side  of  the  WSA  is  within  view  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  one  of 
the  major  routes  to  California  during  pioneer  times,  and  the  view  from  it 
today  is  the  same  view  the  pioneers  saw  over  a  hundred  years  ago.   The  Trail 
is  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.   However,  the  Trail  does  not 
enter  the  WSA.   The  unit  is  also  a  favorite  area  for  rockhounds.   Agate, 
fluorite,  geodes  and  uranium  have  been  found  in  the  study  area  and  rumors  of  a 
ledge  of  silver  have  persisted  for  over  a  hundred  years.   Approximately  \   mile 
outside  the  WSA  are  the  remains  of  an  old  ghost  town,  Hardin  City,  created  by 
prospectors  looking  for  that  ledge. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  1,800  visitor  hours  annually. 
Most  of  the  use  is  in  nonraotorized  recreation  activities  with  rockhounding 
being  the  predominent  activity.   Other  recreation  pastimes  include 
photography,  nature  study,  hiking,  hunting,  viewing  wild  horses,  sightseeing 
and  history  study.   There  are  approximately  400  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use 
annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

Some  mining  activity  with  considerable  underground  workings  has  occurred  in 
the  Copper  Canyon  area  at  the  base  of  the  mountain  west  of  Pahute  Peak.   There 
are  no  records  of  any  production  but  the  remains  of  an  old  mill  and 
considerable  underground  development  suggest  that  some  production  has 
occurred.   A  BLM  field  examination  in  1983  of  Copper  Canyon  indicated  zones  of 
hydrothermal  alteration,  quartz  veining  and  some  minor  evidence  of  malachite 
in  shear  zones. 

Anomalous  radioactive  readings  have  also  been  reported  from  the  Blackbird 
claim  group  in  the  Oligocene  to  Miocene  older  basalts  just  below  the  west  face 
of  Big  Mountain. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  13,400  acres  (23%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential  and  contains  800  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  mining  claims. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

COPPER  CANYON  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:    mafic  copper-nickel,  gold-silver,  base-precious  metal 
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Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    nickel* 

Low:     zinc*,  molybdenum,  barium 

These  anomalous  values  are  likely  related  to  the  mining  activities  on  20 
mining  claims  and  other  possible  sources  of  mineralization. 

PAHUTE  PEAK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    nickel* 

Low:    molybdenum,  barium 

Minor  prospecting  activities  for  uranium  and  fluorspar  occur  on  12  mining 
claims  in  this  zone.   The  uranium  mineralization  is  on  the  Blackbird  claim 
group  in  the  Oligocene-Miocene  Older  basalts. 

CLAPPER  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3B)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:    mafic  copper-nickel,  base-precious  metal 
Anomalous  Values 

Moderate:    nickel*,  barium 

Some  prospecting  activities  have  occurred  on  six  mining  claims  within  a 
cherrystem  of  the  WSA. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Fluorspar  mineralization  occurs  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  WSA  (Pahute 
Peak  Zone)  on  the  Sunset  Prospect  in  portions  of  Sections  22,  23  and  27,  T.  39 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Geodes  and  petrified  wood  have  been  reported  by  rockhounders  in  the  southern 
part  of  Clapper  Creek  Zone.   Opals  have  also  been  reported  from  unknown 
sources  in  the  Clapper  Creek  Zone.   It  is  not  known  whether  the  opals  are  the 
common  or  precious  variety. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  nonmetallic  mineral 
potential : 

Moderate  (3C)  -  The  WSA  contains  13,800  acres  (24%  of  WSA)  of  moderate 
nonmetallic  mineral  potential  on  the  northwestern  side  of  the  WSA 
including  Copper  Canyon  and  Pahute  Peak  Zone  for  fluorspar  veins  in 
granitic  rocks  and  known  geodes,  petrified  wood  and  suspected  opals  in 
the  southern  part  of  Clapper  Creek  Zone. 
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Geothermal  Resources 

The  extreme  southwestern  boundary  of  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  abuts  the 
northeastern  side  of  the  Double  Hot  Springs  Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area 
(KGRA).   Estimated  reservoir  temperatures  range  from  125  C  to  145  C.   No  deep 
drilling  has  been  allowed  to  date  because  of  the  KGRAs  location  in  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  viewshed.   There  are  several  hot  springs  north  of  the 
Double  Hot  Spring  KGRA,  just  outside  the  western  boundary  of  the  WSA.   Spring 
temperatures  decline  as  you  progress  northward.   Geothermal  potential  along 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  is  also  relatively  high  (see  Black  Rock  WSA 
for  more  details).   There  are  no  geothermal  leases  within  or  adjacent  to  the 
WSA.   Leasing  has  not  been  allowed  in  the  western  half  of  the  WSA  because  of 
historic  values  along  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  western  boundary  contains 
19,200  acres  (33%  of  WSA)  of  high  geothermal  potential. 

Moderate  (3C)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  eastern  boundary  contains 
10,700  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

One  large  oil  and  gas  lease  block  is  on  the  southern  tip  of  the  WSA  and  a 
portion  of  a  lease  block  extends  into  the  Clapper  Creek  area  from  the  west. 
To  date  these  leases  covering  10,334  acres  (18%  of  WSA)  have  shown  no 
geophysical  exploration  or  drilling  activities.   However,  extensive 
geophysical  exploration  has  been  conducted  and  one  dry  well  has  been  completed 
by  Sun  Oil  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert  to  the  west. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  classified  to  have  oil  and  gas  potential: 

Moderate  (3A)  -  A  2-mile-wide  strip  inside  of  the  eastern  boundary 
contains  10,700  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  oil  and  gas  potential. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  April  1  to  February  28  and 
from  April  1  to  October  31.   There  are  two  allotments  with  a  total  current  use 
of  1,922  AUMs  in  the  WSA.   No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated. 
Condition  ranges  from  23%  in  excellent  to  good  to  77%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer 
to  Appendix  A-14  for  a  list  of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation  project  has  been  identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA 
and  includes  approximately  320  acres  inside  the  WSA  boundary  along  the 
northern  tip. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Soldier  Meadows  20,740  518  45%  E-G,  55%  F-P 

Paiute  Meadows  36,789  1,404  100%  P 
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NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  (622) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  encompasses  the  northern  portion  of  the  Black  Rock  Range 
between  Slumgullion  Creek  and  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  Summit  Lake 
Indian  Reservation  and  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Instant  Study  Area  (ISA). 
Some  600  acres  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  ISA  are  included  in  the  WSA. 

The  irregularly-shaped  area  measures  approximately  seven  miles  north-south  and 
two  to  eight  miles  east-west. 

The  northern  portion  of  the  area  supports  two  large  canyons  that  extend 
westward  from  a  north-south  trending  ridge.   The  southern  half  of  the  study 
area  includes  a  landscape  of  numerous  low-lying  basalt  buttes  and  shallow 
drainages.   Elevations  range  from  4,800  feet  on  the  western  boundary  to  8,400 
feet  at  the  major  ridgeline. 

The  upper  stretches  of  the  major  canyons  support  aspen  and  sagebrush.   The 
southern  and  western  portions  of  the  area  support  low-growing  shrubs  of  the 
northern  desert  community. 

Wilderness  Values 

Naturalness 

The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   One  small  reservoir,  two 
developed  springs,  one  fence,  two  charcos  (small  pit  reservoirs),  four  miles 
of  vehicle  ways  and  two  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  are  the  most  permanent 
manmade  features  within  the  study  area.   Outside  imprints  include  two  small 
cabins  and  minor  range  improvements  near  the  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
outstanding.   Topographic  and  vegetative  screening  are  best  within  the 
northeast  quarter  of  the  WSA  and  only  fair  to  poor  elsewhere.   However,  the 
large  site  and  lack  of  development  in  the  area  allow  for  good  solitude. 
Occasional  military  flights  detract  from  solitude  within  the  entire  WSA. 

Recreation  attractions  include  the  scenic  headwaters  of  Coleman  and  Soldier 
Creeks  and  interesting  geologic  formations.   Dayhiking,  camping,  backpacking, 
horsepacking  and  nature  study  opportunities  are  considered  outstanding. 
Hunting  opportunities  are  good.   Game  species  include  deer,  antelope,  chukar, 
sage  grouse,  cougar  and  valley  quail. 

Special  Features 

Several  prehistoric  sites  (including  a  group  of  hunting  blinds),  wild  horses, 
extensive  riparian  vegetation  and  a  600-acre  portion  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  Natural  Area  are  the  most  significant  special  features. 
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Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Use  is  light  and  most  of  it  is  spread  fairly  evenly  around  the  perimeter 
boundary  roads.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and  families. 

Part  of  the  WSA  includes  a  portion  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural 
Area.   The  Natural  Area  encompasses  all  of  the  headwaters  of  Mahogany  Creek, 
spawning  grounds  for  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout.   This  trout  is  listed  as 
threatened  on  the  Federal  List  of  Threatened  and  Endangered  Species.   Mahogany 
Creek,  itself,  is  not  in  the  study  area. 

Current  visitor  use  in  the  WSA  is  estimated  at  500  visitor  hours  annually  with 
the  vast  majority  of  use  in  nonmotorized  recreation  activities  such  as 
photography,  nature  study,  rockhounding,  sightseeing,  hiking  and  hunting. 
There  are  approximately  100  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 

Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

Some  uranium  exploration  activity  consisting  of  some  bulldozer  cuts  occur  in 
the  vicinity  of  White  Rock  Canyon.  Some  mining  claims  have  been  located  one 
mile  south  of  White  Rock  Canyon  in  Sections  3  and  10  of  T.  40  N. ,  R.  25  E. 

The  WSA  is  considered  to  have  13,300  acres  (43%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  metallic 
mineral  potential. 

The  following  anomalous  areas  and  mineral  potential  rankings  are  based  heavily 
on  the  Barringer  Report  findings. 

COLEMAN  CREEK  ANOMALOUS  ZONE.   (3C)  Moderate  Potential. 

Geochemical  sampling  and  geostatistical  modeling  results  show: 

Response  to  Geostatistical  Modeling 

Low:     mafic  copper-nickel 
Anomalous  Values 

High:    zinc*,  molybdenum 

Moderate:    copper*,  nickel*,  uranium 

Uranium  prospecting  may  have  occurred  on  a  small  claim  block  a  mile  south  of 
this  zone,  but  no  activity  inside  the  zone  is  known.   Most  favorable  are 
precious  metals,  uranium,  copper*,  zinc*  and  molybdenum. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Nonmetallic  minerals  have  not  been  reported  or  suspected  in  the  WSA, 
therefore,  potential  is  classified  1A,  unfavorable,  insufficient  data. 

Geothermal  Potential 

Several  hot  springs  are  located  in  the  Soldier  Meadows  Known  Geothermal 
Resource  Area  (KGRA)  just  one  mile  southwest  of  the  WSA  boundary.   A  prominent 
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lineament  extending  in  a  northeast  direction  from  the  Soldier  Meadows  Hot 
Springs  through  Bog  Hot  Spring  and  Baltazor  Hot  Spring  near  Denio.   This 
lineament  termed  the  Soldier  Meadows-Denio  Lineament  trends  along  the  western 
boundary  of  the  WSA.   This  lineament  zone  is  postulated  to  have  high 
geothermal  potential.   At  present  there  are  no  geothermal  leases  within  or 
adjacent  to  the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  considered  to  have  geothermal  potential: 

High  (4D)  -  The  Coleman  Creek  Zone  contains  13,300  acres  (43%  of  WSA)  of 
high  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2A,  low  potential, 
insufficient  data. 

Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from  April  1  to  February  28  and 
from  April  1  to  October  31.   There  are  two  allotments  with  a  total  current  use 
of  1,599  AUMs  in  the  WSA.   No  change  in  this  use  level  is  anticipated. 
Condition  ranges  from  23%  in  excellent  to  good  to  77%  in  fair  to  poor.   Refer 
to  Appendix  A-i4^  for  a  list  of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   A  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation  project  has  been  identified  in  the  vicinity  of  the  WSA 
and  includes  approximately  5,870  acres  inside  the  WSA  boundary  in  the  western 
half. 


Allotments  Acres  AUMs 


Condition 


Soldier  Meadows  24,790  1,509  45%  E-G,  55%  F-P 

Paiute  Meadows  6,001  90  100%  P 

NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  (827) 

General  Characteristics 

The  study  area  lies  within  the  central  Little  Owyhee  Desert  and  straddles  14 
miles  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Humboldt  River  gorge.   The  area  is  an  irregular 
elongated  shape  and  measures  approximately  19  miles  north-south  and  from  three 
to  nine  miles  east-west. 

The  area  is  a  high,  great  basin  desert  landscape  with  gently  rolling  to  flat 
terrain  and  shallowcut  drainages  and  rounded  ridge  tops.   The  uniform  desert 
landscape  is  interrupted  by  a  deeply  cut  basalt  river  gorge  that  runs 
north-south  through  the  study  area. 

Vegetation  throughout  most  of  the  study  area  is  low-growing  sagebrush  with 
scattered  big  sagebrush  flats.   The  gorge  supports  lush  riparian  vegetation  of 
willow,  red  osier  dogwood,  tamarisk  and  native  grasses.   Elevations  range  from 
4,700  feet  to  6,000  feet. 
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Wilderness  Values 


Naturalness 


The  WSA  was  determined  to  be  primarily  natural.   Eight  small  reservoirs,  three 
fences,  two  corrals,  nine  miles  of  vehicle  ways  and  eight  miles  of  cherrystem 
roads  are  the  most  prominent  manmade  features.   These  are  located  entirely  on 
the  plateaus.   The  river  gorge  contains  no  substantial  improvements.   Outside 
sights  and  sounds  include  ranches  visible  from  the  southern  boundary  and  light 
vehicle  traffic  along  the  boundary. 

Opportunities  For  Solitude  and  Primitive  Recreation 

Opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  considered 
out standing.   Topographic  and  vegetative  screening  within  the  river  gorge  are 
excellent.   The  plateau  areas,  although  lacking  in  natural  screening,  offer 
fair  to  good  solitude  due  to  the  large  size.   Military  flights  detract 
periodically  from  solitude,  except  in  the  river  gorge. 

Recreational  attractions  are  concentrated  in  the  Humboldt  River  Gorge,  which 
offers  diverse  wildlife  in  a  rugged,  scenic  canyon  system.   Dayhiking, 
backpacking,  camping,  hunting,  horsepacking,  rock  climbing  and  nature  study 
activities  are  considered  outstanding.   Game  species  include  deer,  antelope, 
cougar,  chukar,  sage  grouse,  quail  and  pheasant. 

Special  Features 

Several  prehistoric  cultural  sites  are  in  the  WSA,  including  two  which  have 
been  studied  extensively  by  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley.   Wild 
horses,  beaver,  muskrat,  mink,  a  wide  variety  of  bird  life  and  two  sensitive 
plants  (Nevada  Native  Plant  Society  list)  are  also  found  within  the  WSA.   One 
plant   Artemisia  packardiae,  no  longer  has  any  federal  recognition  as  it  is 
more  common  than  originally  believed.   The  other,  Hackelia  ophiobia,  is  no 
longer  considered  to  be  under  any  threat.   Its  federal  classification  is 
category  3C  which  means  it  is  no  longer  considered  for  listing  as  threatened 
and  endangered. 

Recreation 

There  are  no  developed  recreation  facilities  within  or  adjacent  to  the  WSA. 
Recreation  use  is  light  with  the  heaviest  use  occurring  along  the  west 
boundary  road  and  in  the  gorge  itself.   Most  use  is  by  individuals  and 
families . 

The  gorge  is  the  most  intriguing  portion  of  the  study  area.   The  combination 
of  300  foot  tall  cliffs,  a  diversity  of  wild  animals  and  a  shallow  penennal 
stream  with  riparian  vegetation  make  this  area  the  most  interesting  spot  of 
the  WSA.   Current  use  is  estimated  at  250  visitor  hours  annually  with  most  of 
the  use  spent  in  nonmotorized  activities  such  as  nature  study,  rockhounding, 
photography,  sightseeing,  hiking  and  hunting.   There  are  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  annually  in  the  WSA. 
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Energy  and  Mineral  Potential 
Metallic  Mineral  Potential 


There  has  been  no  recorded  mineral  production  or  any  indication  of  known 
mineral  occurrence  in  the  WSA.   However,  the  WSA  does  lie  on  the  Oregon-Nevada 
Lineament,  a  zone  of  complex  faulting,  volcanic  activity  and  mineralization 
Several  other  mining  districts  in  Nevada  also  occur  along  this  lineament. 

Nonmetallic  Mineral  Potential 

Zeolite  deposits  have  been  reported  near  the  southern  boundary  of  the  WSA   A 
3  mile-wide  strip  in  the  southern  portion,  containing  7,050  acres  (10%  of 
WSA),  is  classified  3C,  moderate  potential,  for  zeolite  deposits. 

Geotbermal  Potential 

Several  hot  springs  and  warm  springs  occur  along  the  Nevada  port-ion  of  the 
north-northwest  trending  Oregon-Nevada  Lineament,  which  defines  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Basin  and  Range  Province.   Some  of  the  hot  springs  and  warm 
springs  nearest  the  WSA  include  the  Hot  Springs  and  Martin  Creek  Warm  Springs 
located  12  to  14  miles  to  the  west.   Warm  springs  have  also  been  reported 
along  the  Little  Humboldt  River  just  west  of  the  WSA,  but  have  not  been 
confirmed  in  the  field.   To  date  there  are  no  geothermal  leases  within  or 
adjacent  to  the  WSA. 

The  following  portions  of  the  WSA  are  classified  as  having  geothermal 
potential : 

Moderate  (3B)  -  A  3-mile-wide  strip  inside  the  southern  boundary  contains 
9,000  acres  (13%  of  WSA)  of  moderate  geothermal  potential. 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

The  possibility  of  potential  oil  and  gas  bearing,  Early  Tertiary  sedimentary 
rocks  buried  beneath  the  plateau  area  is  likely  the  cause  of  leasing 
activities  in  this  area.   Some  oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  activities 
have  occurred  along  the  southern  base  of  the  Owyhee  plateau.   A  small  portion 
of  the  northwest  corner  of  the  WSA  contains  498  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  of  oil  and 
gas  leases.   Extensive  oil  and  gas  leasing  is  also  occurring  outside  the 
western  boundary  of  the  WSA. 

The  oil  and  gas  potential  of  this  WSA  is  classified  2A,  low  potential. 
Range  Management 

The  entire  WSA  is  within  one  allotment  and  currently  grazed  by  cattle  from 
March  15  to  June  30.   Total  current  use  within  the  WSA  is  3,439  AUMs   No 
change  m  this  use  level  is  anticipated.   Condition  ranges  from  fair  to  poor 
Refer  to  Appendix  a-_14_  for  a  list  of  existing  developments  for  the  WSA.   No 
range  improvement  projects  are  planned  within  the  WSA  at  this  time. 

Allotments  Acres  AUMs  Condition 

Little  Owyhee  69,683  3,439  100%  F-P 
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CHAPTER  4 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES 

HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  (007) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  14,000  acres  of  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  47,902  acres  would  be 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  0RV  use  and  the  use  of 
approximately  one  mile  of  way  eliminating  10  visitor  hours  annually.   This 
action  would  result  in  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  one  mile  of  way 
would  slowly  rehabilitate  naturally.   It  could  be  used  as  a  trail  for 
nonmotorized  recreation  which  is  projected  to  be  approximately  4,000  visitor 
hours  over  the  next  10  years.   Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and 
mineral  entry  would  be  an  additional  benefit  to  naturalness. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  affected  by  the  continued 
use  of  12.5  miles  of  ways  open  to  0RV  use,  preventing  the  natural 
reveget-ation.   In  addition,  eight  miles  of  new  ways  would  be  created  by 
rockhounds  further  decreasing  naturalness  on  5,000  acres  (8%  of  WSA)  when  not 
in  use  and  on  11,000  acres  (18%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes.   The  ways  are  and  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would 
be  visible  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain  range.   Surface  disturbance 
resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and  development  activities  would 
impair  the  natural  character  of  70  acres.   In  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone,  two 
miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb 
10  acres.   The  projected  development  of  three  precious  opal  mines  consisting 
of  small' open  cuts,  waste  piles  and  three  miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb 
40  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone  and  a  total  of  20  acres  in  the  Willow 
Creek  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  20  acres.   In  the 
north  half  of  the  WSA,  just  outside  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  area,  one 
geothermal  well  pad,  \   mile  of  access  road,  pipeline  and  powerline  would 
disturb  five  acres.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  would 
disturb  naturalness  on  5  acres  in  the  Smoky  Canyon  area  and  another  5  acres 
along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   The  projected  use  of  geothermal  space 
heat-  for  the  projected  opal  mines  consisting  of  two  small  well  pads  and  one 
mile  of  pipeline  would  disturb  the  naturalness  on  5  acres  near  Willow  Creek 
and  5  acres  near  Donnelly  Creek.   Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  95  acres 


of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity.   A 
3,320  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  in  the 
southern  end  of  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  resulting  in  a  noticeable 
impairment  in  naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to 
non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  10  visitor  hours  annually  of  ORV  use  would  have  a  minor 
positive  effect  on  solitude  within  the  WSA  due  to  absence  of  traffic.   The 
elimination  of  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development 
activity  would  have  a  positive  effect  on  solitude  due  to  absence  of  surface 
disturbance . 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Current  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
feeling  of  solitude  since  it  doesn't  all  occur  at  once.   The  use  of  heavy 
equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  on  approximately 
1,615  acres  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  occurrence  during  periods  of 
operation.   If  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is  accomplished  by 
mechanical  means,  there  would  be  a  short-lived  impairment  to  solitude  from 
this  activity  in  the  immediate  area  of  the  treatment. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  and  the  projected  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously 
decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
Canyon  and  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  viewshed  are  all  within  the  suitable 
portion  which  insures  their  continued  preservation.   Wilderness  designation 
would  preclude  any  unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activities  that  could 
threaten  these  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  high  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  the  potholes, 
High  Rock  Lake  and  Box  Canyon.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude 
and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  less  than  4,800  acres  because  of 


4-2 


tlMMHTWITmiinw^lMIMMIIBIBr 


ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  projected  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  3,000  acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  from 
recreational  vehicle  use.   The  present  visitor  use  of  10  visitor  hours  or  17% 
of  the  use  in  the  WSA  (60  visitor  hours)  would  be  eliminated  annually  as  well 
as  increases  in  use. 

Use  was  expected  to  reach  20  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an 
increase  of  100%.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Nonsul table. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  gain  in 
numbers  as  originally  projected,  from  the  present  50  visitor  hours  in  this 
portion  to  approximately  120  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of 
140%.   Most  of  this  increase  would  take  place  along  the  twelve  miles  of 
current  ways  and  the  eight  miles  of  projected  ways.   Four  miles  of  the 
projected  ways  are  out  of  sight  of  the  suitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  a  loss  of  the  present  10  visitor  hours  as  well  as  the  projected 
20  visitor  hours  annually  in  the  suitable  portion.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
approximately  140%,  from  the  present  50  visitor  hours  annually  to  120  hours  n 
the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Of  the  6,800  acres  of  high  potential,  5,200  acres  or  76%  are  located  within 

the  Viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  which  has  already  been  precluded 

from  exploration  and  development  through  a  decision  rendered  by  the  district's 

land  use  plan  to  protect  the  viewshed.   Projected  geothermal  exploration 

opportunities  would  be  foregone  on  the  remaining  1,600  acres  or  24%  of  the 
high  potential  area  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  well 
pads  would  be  allowed  outside  the  Viewshed  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
WSA.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  space 
heating  well  would  also  be  allowed  in  the  Willow  and  Donnelly  Creek  areas. 
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No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected  on 
existing  leases.   No  exploration  or  development  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas 
resources  is  projected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Since  the  current  land  use  decision  has  already  removed  76%  or  5,200  acres  of 
the  high  potential  geothermal  area  from  exploration  and  development, 
wilderness  designation  would  only  eliminate  24%  or  1,600  acres  f rom'projected 
geothermal  developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  well 
pads  and  two  small  space  heating  wells  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
on  existing  mining  claims. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  development 
of  three  small  precious  opal  mines  would  occur  on  existing  mining  claims  in 
the  Donnelly  Creek  and  Willow  Creek  zones.   No  exploration  or  development  for 
minerals  resources  is  projected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  exploration  for  base-precious  metals  and  development  of  three  small 
precious  opal  mines  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

No  range  improvement  actions  are  projected  for  this  area.   Range  condition 
would  be  unaffected. 

Nonsuitable. 

The  proposed  3,320  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  occur  since  it 
is  located  in  the  nonsuitable  portion.   The  proposed  manipulation  is  intended 
to  increase  the  overall  quality  of  available  forage  for  all  herbaceous  users, 
but  not  result  in  any  increase  of  AUMs.   As  a  result,  range  condition  is 
expected  to  improve  1,102  acres  into  good  to  excellent  condition  and  2,200 
acres  to  fair  condition. 


Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project. 
Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  14,000  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse 
impacts  would  be  loss  of  entry  to  energy  and  minerals.   On  the  47,902  acres 
designated  nonsuitable,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of 
wilderness  values  from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some 
of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating 
stipulations  in  approved  Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  14,000  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected.   On  the  47,902  acres  designated  nonsuitable,  all  present  uses  would 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-terr 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  14,000  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  is  expected.   On  the  47,902  acres  designated 
nonsuitable,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an 
irreversible  commitment  of  wilderness  values. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  all  61,902  acres  of  the  High  Rock  Lake 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  slight  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of 
the  area  to  vehicles,  even  though  current  motorized  recreation  use  is  low  (60 
visitor  hours).  All  existing  ways  would  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those 
used  for  nonmotorized  recreation. 

Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there 
would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these  activities  except  on  the 
valid  existing  claims.   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  20  acres  in  the 
Willow  Creek  zone  and  40  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone.   It  is  projected 
that  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  three  precious  opal  mines 
consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles  and  three  miles  of  access  roads  in 
these  two  zones.   These  activities  would  impair  the  naturalness  in  the 
immediate  area  in  the  drainage  bottoms  near  the  WSA  boundaries  but,  negligibly 
overall  on  the  61,902  acres  in  the  WSA.   By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation,  3,320  acres  would  remain  in  its  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 
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Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activities  and  vegetative 
manipulation  would  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude.   There  would  be 
localized  impairment  in  the  areas  of  projected  valid  discoveries  (Willow  and 
Donnelly  Creek  zones)  if  one  ventures  close  to  them.   Overall  approximately 
1,020  acres  of  solitude  would  be  impacted. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  61,902  acres  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity,  except  for 
valid  discoveries,  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  certainly  enhance  any 
recreation  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  the  Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
Canyon  and  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  viewshed  would  benefit  from  the  added 
protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be  guaranteed  long-term 
protection. 

Conclusion. 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of  the 
WSA,  the  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake  and  Box  Canyon.   The  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  recreation  and  naturalness  would  be  preserved  except  for 
60  acres  of  valid  discoveries.   Solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be 
impaired  on  approximately  1,000  acres  associated  with  the  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   The  present  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  60  visitor  hours 
would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  was  projected  ^o  reach 
approximately  140  visitor  hours  a  year,  an  increase  of  133%.   Public  lands 
that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are 
located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  and  future  use  of 
approximately  140  hours  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Six  thousand  acres  of  high  and  3,200  acres  of  moderate  geothermal  ootential 
located  inside  the  Viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  have  been  precluded 
from  exploration  and  development  through  a  decision  rendered  by  the  district's 
land  use  plan  to  protect  the  viewshed.   On  the  remaining  12,000  acres  of  high 
and  3,100  acres  of  moderate  geothermal  potential  outside  the  viewshed   the 
projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  foregone.   Projected  development  of 
two  small  geothermal  well  pads,  in  the  northern  part,  and  two  small  space 
heating  wells,  in  the  Willow  and  Donnelly  Creek  areas,  would  also  be 
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foregone.  No  oil  or  gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected  on  existing 
leases.  No  exploration  or  development  for  energy  resources  is  projected  on 
the  495  acres  of  split-estate  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothernial  resources  and  development 
of  two  small  geothermal  well  pads  and  two  small  space  heating  wells  would  be 
foregone . 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resources  Developments . 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be 
foregone.   Projected  valid  discoveries  however,  would  allow  the  development  of 
three  small  precious  opal  mines  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Willow  and 
Donnelly  Creek  zones.   No  exploration  or  development  for  mineral  resources  is 
projected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be 
foregone.   The  projected  development  of  three  small  precious  opal  mines  would 
be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  3,320  acre  vegetation  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  all  herbaceous  users.   There  would  be  no  change  in  range 
condition. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  53,900  acres  of  the  High  Rock  Lake 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  8,002  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
eight  miles  of  ways  eliminating  40  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would 
benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  these  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate 
over  the  long-term,  except  those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation.   An 
additional  benefit  to  naturalness  would  be  the  closure  to  projected  energy  and 
mineral  activity.   However,  in  the  areas  of  valid  discoveries  the  development 
of  two  precious  opal  mines  consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles  and  2\ 
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miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  20  acres  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone  and  20 
acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone.   These  activities  would  seriously  impair  the 
naturalness  on  these  40  acres.   The  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  would  remain  in 
its  natural  state  on  2,200  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  which 
would  not  occur,  thereby  enhancing  the  naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Three  miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair 
naturalness  on  3,000  acres  (5%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  10,500  acres  (17% 
of  WSA)  when  in  use.   The  ways  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and 
would  be  visible  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain  range. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  25  acres.   In  the 
south  end  of  the  Donnelly  Creek  zone,  one  mile  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads, 
dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres.   One  projected  opal 
discovery  consisting  of  small  open  cuts,  waste  piles  and  \   mile  of  access  road 
would  disturb  the  naturalness  on  20  acres  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
Donnelly  Creek  zone. 

Projected  geothermal  energy  activity  consisting  of  two  well  pads,  one  mile  of 
access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines  would  disturb  10  acres  of  naturalness 
outside  of  the  viewshed.   Along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA,  projected 
geothermal  energy  activity  consisting  of  cross-country  travel  small  drill 
sites  and  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  of  naturalness.   The  use  of 
geothermal  space  heat  at  the  projected  opal  mines  consisting  of  two  small  well 
pads  and  one  mile  of  pipeline  would  disturb  the  naturalness  on  five  acres  near 
Donnelly  Creek.   Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  45  acres  of  naturalness 
would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity.   Approximately 
1,120  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  occur  in  the  southern 
end  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness  from  the 
conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activity.   The  projected  activity  on  the 
40  acres  of  valid  discoveries,  as  discussed  under  Naturalness  (Suitable 
Portion),  would  result  in  the  impairment  of  solitude  in  the  areas  around  the 
Donnelly  Creek  and  Willow  Creek  zones.   Eliminating  the  2,200  acre  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation  project  would  have  a  positive  effect  on  solitude  by 
the  lack  of  traces  of  man  in  the  area. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy 
and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  affecting  approximately  1,400  acres,  primarily  in  the 
vicinity  where  such  activities  occur.   Implementing  the  1,120  acre  proposed 
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vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  disrupt  the  solitude  in  the  short  term 
while  being  accomplished. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   The  lone  exception 
would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  40  acres  of  valid  discoveries.   The  activity 
associated  with  the  projected  development  would  impair  the  recreational 
opportunities  on  these  40  acres  plus  80-100  acres  surrounding  the  area. 
Precluding  the  2,200  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would 
obviously  insure  unimpaired  recreational  opportunities  on  those  acres. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  and  projected  vegetative  manipulation  would 
obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features . 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  (Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
canyon  and  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed),  are  all  within  the  portion 
recommended  suitable  which  would  insure  their  continued  preservation. 
Wilderness  designation  would  help  to  curb  any  currently  unforeseen 
surface-disturbing  activities  that  would  threaten  these  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  high  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically 
the  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake  and  Box  Canyon.   The  opportunities  for 
naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  suitable  area. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude,  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  by  less  than  800  acres 
from  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  15,000 
acres  or  two-thirds  of  the  ORV  accessible  land  in  the  WSA.   Current 
recreational  use  of  approximately  40  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
90  visitor  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually  from  this 
portion.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV 
use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase 
in  use. 
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Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  20  visitor  hours  to  approximately  50  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  150%.   This  additional  use  would  take  place  along  the 
three  miles  of  ways  that  would  be  made.   The  road  around  High  Rock  Lake  could 
be  seen  from  most  places  in  the  northwestern  section  of  the  suitable  area  and 
the  projected  way  around  the  springs  could  be  seen  from  the  northeast  portion 
of  the  suitable  area. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  and  projected  future 
use  of  90  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
150%  (from  the  present  120  visitor  hours  annually  to  the  projected  50  visitor 
hours),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change  caused  by  this 
action. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Of  the  14,200  acres  of  high  potential  and  5,500  acres  of  moderate  geothermal 
potential,  9,400  acres  of  high  and  3,400  acres  of  moderate  geothermal 
potential  are  located  within  the  Viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  which 
has  been  precluded  from  exploration  and  development  through  a  decision 
rendered  by  the  district's  land  use  plan  to  protect  the  viewshed.   Projected 
geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small  space 
heating  well  in  the  Willow  Creek  area  would  be  foregone.   No  exploration  or 
development  for  oil  and  gas  is  expected  on  existing  leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

Except  for  1,200  acres  of  high  and  800  acres  of  moderate  geothermal  potential 
located  within  the  Viewshed,  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and 
development  of  two  small  geothermal  well  pads,  in  the  northern  part,  and  one 
small  space  heating  well  in  the  Donnelly  Creek  area  would  be  allowed.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  energy  resources  is  projected  on  the  495  acres 
of  split-estate  situated  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

In  addition  to  the  current  exploration  and  development  restrictions, 
designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  preclude  projected  geothermal 
exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small  space  heating  well. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  well 
pads  and  one  small  space  heating  well  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion  outside  of  the  viewshed. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resources  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  two  small  precious  opal 
mines  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Willow  and  Donnelly  Creek  zones. 
Projected  exploration  activities  for  other  base-precious  metals  would  be 
foregone. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  development 
of  one  small  precious  opal  mine  would  occur  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the 
Donnelly  Creek  zone.  No  exploration  or  development  for  mineral  resources  is 
projected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion.   Projected  development  of  two  small  precious  opal 
mines  would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  exploration  for  base-precious  metals  and  development  of  one  small 
precious  opal  mine  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

Approximately  2,200  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users  and  a  chance  to  improve  the  range 
condition. 

Nonsuitable. 

Approximately  1,120  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented. 
This  action  would  improve  the  condition  into  the  good  to  excellent  category  on 
all  1,120  acres. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  2,200  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 

NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative,  the  entire  61,902  acres  of  the  High  Rock 
Lake  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
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Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  60 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  about  140  visitor 
hours  annually.   This  level  of  ORV  use  is  considered  to  be  light  (less  than 
10%).   Nine  miles  of  additional  ways  are  projected.   These  new  ways  would 
reduce  the  naturalness  on  11,000  acres  (17%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  28,000 
acres  (45%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  because  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be 
located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  sides  of  the 
mountain  range. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  80  acres. 
Projected  activity  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  four  mile  of  drill 
roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  10  acres  in  the 
Donnelly  Creek  zone,  five  acres  in  the  Box  Canyon  zone  and  five  acres  in  the 
Fly  Canyon  zone.   Three  projected  opal  discoveries  consisting  of  small  open 
cuts,  waste  piles  and  three  miles  of  access  road  would  disturb  40  acres  in  the 
Donnelly  Creek  zone  and  20  acres  in  the  Willow  Creek  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  35  acres.   In  the 
north  half  of  the  WSA,  just  outside  the  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  area,  two 
geothermal  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  road,  pipelines  and  powerlines  would 
disturb  10  acres.   Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel, 
small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  along 
Smoky  Canyon  and  10  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA.   The  projected  use 
of  geothermal  space  heat  at  the  projected  opal  mines  consisting  of  two  small 
well  pads  and  one  mile  of  pipeline  would  disturb  five  acres  near  Donnelly 
Creek  and  five  acres  near  Willow  Creek.   Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  115 
acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy  and  mineral 
activity. 

A  3,320  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  in  the 
southern  end  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  in  the  naturalness  due 
to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  area  of 
occurrence  and  only  during  periods  of  operation.   Solitude  would  be  impaired 
on  approximately  1,955  acres  at  some  time  or  other.   If  the  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation  is  accomplished  by  mechanical  means,  there  would  be  a 
short-lived  local  impairment  to  solitude  from  this  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities 
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were  occurring  and  the  visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be 
periods  when  the  visitor  could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these 
opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Fly  Canyon  potholes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Box 
Canyon  and  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed  would  not  receive  long-term 
protection  from  wilderness  designation.   Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation,  little  activity 
is  projected  within  the  areas  that  these  special  features  occur. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  8,250  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation.   Obviously,  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA 
where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  60  visitor  hours  annually  is  expected  to 
reach  140  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  133%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  20,000  acres 
(32%  of  the  WSA)  most  use  is  expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  the  nine 
miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  133% 
(from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  annually  to  the  projected  140  visitor 
hours)  is  projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Six  thousand  acres  of  high  and  3,200  acres  of  moderate  geothermal  potential 
are  located  within  the  Viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  which  has  been 
precluded  from  exploration  and  development  through  a  decision  rendered  by  the 
district's  land  use  plan  to  protect  the  viewshed.   Projected  geothermal 
exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  well  pads  would  be  allowed 
outside  of  the  Viewshed  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  WSA.   Projected 
geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  space  heating  wells  would 
also  be  allowed  in  the  Willow  and  Donnelly  Creek  areas. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected  on 
existing  leases.   No  exploration  or  development  for  energy  resources  is 
expected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  located  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
WSA. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  for  geothermal  resources  and  development  of  two  small 
geothermal  well  pads  and  two  small  space  heating  wells  would  be  allowed 
outside  of  the  viewshed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  development 
of  three  small  precious  opal  mines  would  be  allowed  on  existing  raining  claims 
in  the  Donnelly  and  Willow  Creek  zones.   No  exploration  or  development  for 
mineral  resources  is  projected  on  the  495  acres  of  split-estate  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  for  base-precious  metals  and  development  of  three  small 
precious  opal  mines  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  on  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  be  implemented.   Range 
condition  would  improve  on  2,200  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,120  acres 
going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  3,320  acres. 


POODLE  MOUNTAIN  (012) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  142,050  acres  of  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA 
are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  750 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  about  1,700  visitor 
hours  annually.   Seven  miles  of  additional  ways  are  projected.   These  new  ways 
would  reduce  the  naturalness  on  8,000  acres  (5%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and 
15,000  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  because  of  dust  plumes.   Most  of  the 
ways  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the 
sides  of  the  mountain. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  50  acres. 
Projected  activity  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill 
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roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in 
Squaw  Creek  zone,  five  acres  in  Indian  Rock  zone  and  five  acres  in  Hog  Spring 
zone.   Two  county  gravel  pits  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  a  total 
of  20  acres  along  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   One  county  cinder  pit  and  \ 
mile  of  access  road  would  disturb  a  total  of  10  acres  along  the  northeast  side 
of  the  WSA.   Decorative  stone  sales  and  associated  cross-country  travel  and 
loading  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the  Jones  Flat  area  in  the  northern  end  of 
the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  15  acres  along 
the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   Disturbance  would  result  from  cross-country 
travel,  small  drill  sites  and  two  miles  of  access  road. 

Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  65  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by 
projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  750  visitor  hours  annually  would  impair  solitude  to  some 
degree,  but  due  to  the  dispersed  nature  of  occurrence  and  the  large  WSA,  the 
impairment  would  be  lessened. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  area,  approximately  1,105  acres,  but 
only  during  periods  of  operation  which  is  very  infrequent. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  the  activity  were  occurring  and  the  visitor 
encountered  them. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  be  impaired 
from  nonwilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  less  than  1%  of  the  WSA  would  be  impaired  by 
continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity.   There  are  areas 
within  the  WSA  where  terrain  would  preclude  these  activities  which  would  help 
retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   Recreational  ORV  use  would  increase 
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from  750  visitor  hours  annually  at  present  to  1,700  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future.   This  increase  of  127%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  entire  WSA. 
Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  44,000  acres  (31%  of  WSA)  most  use  is 
expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  seven  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.  The  normal  growth  of  133% 
(from  the  present  750  visitor  hours  to  the  projected  1,700  visitor  hours)  is° 
projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  oil 
and  gas  resources. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  would  be  allowed. 
Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  occur  on 
existing  mining  claims  in  the  Hog  Spring  zone  and  in  the  Squaw  Creek  and 
Indian  Rock  zones.   Projected  development  of  two  gravel  pits  and  one  cinder 
pit  would  be  allowed  on  the  northern  and  eastern  edge  of  the  WSA.   Sales  of 
decorative  stone  would  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals,  development  of 
two  gravel  pits,  one  cinder  pit  and  sales  of  decorative  stone  would  be  allowed, 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity     ~~ 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 
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ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  all  142,050  acres  of  the  Poodle  Mountain 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  slight  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of 
the  area  to  vehicles,  even  though  current  motorized  recreation  use  is 
approximately  750  visitor  hours.   All  existing  ways  would  rehabilitate 
naturally,  except  those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation. 

Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there 
would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these  activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activities  would  enhance 
opportunities  for  solitude  since  the  visitor  would  not  encounter  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  the  surface  disturbing  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  142,050  acres  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activities 
would  certainly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  benefit  from 
wilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term  and  benefit  from  wilderness  designation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Present  recreational  ORV  use  of  750  visitor  hours  and  future  use  of 
1  700  hours  (127%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   Public 
lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use 
are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  m 
use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  750  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
1,700  hours  (133%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No  oil  and 
gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  would  be  foregone, 
Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

No  valid  discoveries  or  developments  are  expected  on  existing  mining  claims. 
Projected  exploration  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone.   Projected 
development  of  two  gravel  pits,  one  cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales 
would  not  be  allowed. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals,  development  of 
two  gravel  pits,  one  cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales  would  not  be 
allowed. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  87,900  acres  of  the  Poodle  Mountain 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  54,150  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
approximately  23  miles  of  ways  and  eliminate  approximately  50  visitor  hours 
annually.   This  action  would  benefit  the  naturalness  as  many  of  these  ways 
would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for 
nonmotonzed  recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion  and  no  valid  discoveries. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area  would 
remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Projected  new  ways  would  impair  naturalness  on  1,000 
acres  (.74   of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  3,000  acres  (2%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due 
to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   Most  of  the  ways  would  be  located  low  on  the 
alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  15  acres   Along 
the  northwest  side  of  the  WSA,  one  county  cinder  pit  and  \   mile  of  access  road 
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would  disturb  the  naturalness  on  10  acres.   Decorative  stone  sales  and 
associated  cross-country  travel  and  loading  areas  would  disturb  the 
naturalness  on  five  acres  in  the  Jones  Flat  area.   Overall,  a  total  of  15 
acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  mineral  activity. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV  use  would  have  a  positive  effect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  as  would  the  elimination  of  any  projected  energy  and 
mineral  activity.   The  absence  of  sight  and  sound  of  these  activities  would 
enhance  solitude. 

Solitude  (Nonsui table  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  affecting  approximately  255  acres,  primarily  in  the  vicinity 
where  such  activities  occur. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   Precluding  these 
activities  would  obviously  insure  unimpaired  recreational  opportunities  on 
those  acres. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  during  such  times  of  encounterment. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  benefit  from 
wilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  to  preserve  the  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  less  than  1,083  acres  from  ORV 
use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 
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Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use  10,000  acres 
of  land  accessible  to  ORVs .   Current  recreational  use  of  approximately  50 
visitor  hours  (6%  of  total  use)  and  projected  future  use  of  110  hours  (120% 
increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Nonsul table. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  700  visitor  hours  to  approximately  1,550  hours  (121%  increase),  as 
projected.   Most  of  this  increase  would  occur  along  the  road  that  goes  to  the 
center  of  the  WSA  and  one  mile  of  new  way  in  the  northwest  portion.   It  is 
doubtful  the  new  way  would  be  visible  from  the  suitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  50  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
110  hours  (120%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
121%  (from  the  present  700  visitor  hours  annually  to  the  projected  1,550 
visitor  hours),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impacts. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  portions 
of  the  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the 
suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No 
valid  discoveries  or  developments  are  expected  on  existing  mining  claims. 
Projected  development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  not  be  allowed. 
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Nonsultable. 

Projected  development  of  one  small  cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales  would 
be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  northern  portion. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  development 
of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

The  projected  development  of  one  small  cinder  pit  and  decorative  stone  sales 
would  be  allowed  to  continue  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


FOX  RANGE  (014) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  the  entire  75,404  acres  of  the  Fox  Range  WSA  are 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  annually  and  is  expected  to  reach  175  visitor  hours  annually. 
Seven  miles  of  additional  ways  are  projected  that  when  combined  with  existing 
use  would  reduce  naturalness  on  13,000  acres  (17%  of  WSA).   The  ways  would  be 
located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  sides  of  the 
mountain  range. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  150  acres. 
Projected  activity  consists  of  a  320  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  (100 
acres  are  in  the  WSA)  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  in  the 
Cottonwood  Creek  area.   Projected  development  of  two  small  underground 
precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and 
staging  areas  disturbing  20  acres  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone.   Base  and 
precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  four  miles  of 
drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres 
are  projected  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  and  20  acres  in  the  Reynard  Siding 
zone.   Similar  projected  exploration  activities  for  tungsten  and  molybdenum 
would  disturb  five  acres  in  the  Rodeo  Creek  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  50  acres. 
Projected  are  two  small  10  megawatt  geothermal  powerplants  with  associated 
well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines  disturbing  20 
acres  along  the  northeastern  edge  of  the  WSA.   Surface  disturbance  resulting 
from  projected  energy  exploration  and  development  activities  would  impair  the 
natural  character  of  15  acres  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA  and  15  acres 


4-21 


along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA.   Disturbance  would  result  from  cross-country 
travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads. 

Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  200  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired 
by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

A  940  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  along  the 
southeastern  boundary  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  in  the 
naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  i-he 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  does  not  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  on  approximately  3,400  acres 
It  is  extremely  unlikely  that  all  activity  would  occur  at  the  same  Mme  t-o 
impair  this  many  acres.   If  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is 
accomplished  by  mechanical  means,  there  would  be  a  short-term  local  impairment 
to  solitude  from  this  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  especially  on  a  face  to 
face  encounter. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  outstanding  special  features  other  than  some  scattered  areas  of 
riparian  vegetation,  its  location  within  the  viewshed  of  the  Nobels*  Route 
immigrant  trail  and  scenic  Pah  Rum  Peak  and  Cottonwood  Canyon.   These  features 
would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation  and  would 
be  subject  to  impairment  from  the  above  mentioned  activities  discussed  under 
naturalness. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  less  than  2%  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation.   However,  there  are  areas  within  i-he  WSA 
where  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA 
Such  activities  would  continue.   The  present  use  level  of  80  visifor  hours 
annually  is  expected  to  reach  approximately  175  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future.   This  increase  of  119%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although 
vehicles  can  travel  over  13,000  acres  (17%  of  WSA)  most  use  is  expe^ed  r0   be 
along  existing  ways  and  the  seven  miles  of  projected  ways. 
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Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  119% 
(from  the  present  80  visitor  hours  to  the  projected  175  hours  annually)  is 
projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed  on  existing  geothermal  leases  along  the  east  side 
of  the  WSA.   No  oil  and  gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected  to  occur  on 
existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  and  the 
development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments . 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  a  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  area  and  two  small  underground 
precious  metal  mines  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  the  development  of  one  large 
open  pit  and  two  small  underground  precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  940  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  40  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  900 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  940  acres. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  for  geothermal  and  Mining  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  all  75,404  acres  of  the  Fox  Range  WSA 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  slight  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of 
the  area  to  vehicles,  even  though  current  motorized  recreation  use  is  low  (80 
visitor  hours).   All  existing  ways  would  rehabitate  naturally,  except  those 
used  for  nonmotorized  recreation. 

Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there 
would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these  activities  except  on  the 
valid  discoveries.   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  as  a  result  of  activities 
associated  with  a  projected  320  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious 
metal  mine  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek 
area  and  two  10  acre  underground  precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile 
of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone. 
The  proposed  940  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted 
and  the  dense  sagebrush  stands  would  remain  in  their  natural  state,  a  benefit 
to  existing  naturalness. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activities  and  vegetative 
manipulation  would  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude.   There  would  be 
localized  impairment  in  the  areas  of  projected  valid  discoveries  due  to  the 
noise  associated  with  these  operations.   Overall,  approximately  1,870  acres  of 
solitude  would  be  impaired.   Precluding  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation 
would  retain  the  existing  level  of  solitude  in  the  area. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  75,404  acres  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity,  except  valid 
discoveries  and  vegetative  manipulation,  would  enhance  any  recreation 
opportunities.   Primitive  recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on 
approximately  2,000  acres  as  a  result  of  development  of  the  valid  discoveries. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  outstanding  special  features  other  than  some  scattered  areas  of 
riparian  recreation  and  its  location  within  the  viewshed  of  the  Nobels*  Route 
immigrant  trail,  scenic  Pah  Rum  Peak  and  Cottonwood  Canyon.   These  features 
would  benefit  from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be 
guaranteed  long-term  protection  except  for  the  100  acre  open  pit  mine  in 
Cottonwood  Creek  zone  and  20  acres  of  mines  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone. 
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Conclusion. 

The  value  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term.   These  values  would  be  impaired  on  the 
1,870  acres  associated  with  the  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Present  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  80  visitor  hours  would 
be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  was  projected  to  reach  175 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  annual  recreational  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  future  use  of 
approximately  175  hours  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  exploration  and  the  development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants 
on  the  existing  geothermal  leases  would  be  foregone.   No  exploration  or 
development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  anticipated  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  and  development 
of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  the  development  of  one  large  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  area  and  two  small  underground 
precious  metal  mines  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  on  existing  mining  claims. 
Other  projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
The  projected  development  of  one  large  open  pit  and  two  small  underground 
precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Approximately  940  acres  of  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would 
not  be  permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands 
to  palatable  forage  for  all  herbaceous  users.   Consequently,  range  condition 
would  stay  the  same. 
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Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  so  there  would  be  no  change  in  range  condition. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  23,600  acres  of  the  Fox  Range  WSA 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  51,804  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  eliminate 
approximately  20  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  benefit 
naturalness  as  many  of  the  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally 
over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation  would  not 
disappear  as  quickly.   Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral 
entry  would  do  little  to  enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected 
interest  in  these  resources  at  this  time  in  this  portion  and  no  valid 
discoveries . 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Continued  use  on  the  existing  14  miles  of  ways 
plus  creation  of  seven  miles  of  projected  new  ways  would  impair  the 
naturalness  on  4,000  acres  (5%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  6,000  acres  (8%  of 
WSA)  when  in  use  creating  dust  plumes.   The  ways  are  and  would  be  located  low 
on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain  range. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  140  acres.   In 
the  Cottonwood  Creek  area  a  projected  320  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine 
and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  would  impair  the  naturalness  on 
approximately  100  acres  within  the  WSA.   Projected  development  of  two  small 
underground  precious  metal  mines  with  associated  \   mile  of  access  roads,  waste 
dump  and  staging  areas  disturbing  20  acres  could  be  allowed  in  the  Wild  Horse 
Canyon  zone.   Projected  base  and  precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  three  miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches 
and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  could  be  allowed  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon 
zone  and  15  acres  in  the  Reynard  Siding  zone. 

Projected  geothermal  energy  activity  would  impair  50  acres  of  naturalness. 
Two  small  10  megawatt  geothermal  powerplants  with  associated  well  pads,  one 
mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerlines  would  disturb  20  acres  along 
the  northeastern  edge  of  the  WSA.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting 
of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads 
disturbing  15  acres  could  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  and  15  acres  along 
the  east  side  of  the  WSA. 
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Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  190  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired 
by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

The  940  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  along  the  southeastern 
edge  of  the  WSA  would  result  in  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness 
from  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  20  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  effect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activity.   The  absence  of  sight  and  sound 
and  surface  disturbance  of  these  activities  would  enhance  solitude. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion)  . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  values  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light. 
The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  affecting  approximately  3,230  acres,  primarily  in  the 
vicinity  where  such  activity  occurs. 

Implementing  the  940  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  disrupt  the 
solitude  in  the  short  time  during  the  project. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   Absences  of  these 
activities  would  insure  unimpaired  recreational  opportunities  on  those  acres. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  and  projected  vegetative  manipulation  would 
decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  during  such 
times  when  encountered. 

Special  Features. 


be 


Those  features  of  the  WSA,  the  scattered  areas  of  riparian  vegetation  that 
occur  within  the  portion  recommended  suitable  and  scenic  Pah  Rum  Peak  would 
insured  continued  protection  from  unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activities 
that  would  threaten  these  features.   Those  few  features  outside  the 
recommended  portion  would  be  subject  to  the  activities  addressed  above  under 
naturalness . 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  wilderness  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  throughout  the  suitable  portion. 
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On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  less  than  1,030  acres  from  ORV 
use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  remove  from  recreational 
vehicle  use  1,000  acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs.   Recreational  visitor  use 
of  approximately  20  visitor  hours  or  25%  of  the  present  use  would  be 
eliminated  annually  from  this  portion  as  would  the  projected  future  use  of  45 
hours  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  gain  in 
number,  as  originally  projected,  from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  of  annual 
use  in  this  portion,  to  approximately  140  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  an  increase  of  133%.   Most  of  this  increase  would  take  place  along  the 
current  ways  and  the  seven  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  a  loss  of  the  present  20  visitor  hours  as  well  as  all  projected 
use  in  the  foreseeable  future  (45  hours  annually)  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase 
approximately  133%,  from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  to  the  projected  140 
hours  annually.   There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No  oil  and 
gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected  on  existing  leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  is  expected  on  existing 
leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 
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Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  the  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  on 
existing  mining  claims. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one  large  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  in  the  Cottonwood  Creek  area  and  two  small  underground 
precious  metal  mines  in  the  Wild  Horse  Canyon  zone  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  the  development  of  one  large 
open  pit  and  two  small  underground  precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

No  range  improvement  actions  are  projected  for  this  area.   Range  condition 
would  be  unaffected. 

Nonsuitable. 

The  940  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented.   Range 
condition  would  improve  on  40  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  900  acres 
going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  940  acres. 
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PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  12,969  acres  of  the  Pole  Creek  WSA  are 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  is  considered  relatively  light  at 
this  time  being  approximately  20  visitor  hours  annually.   The  continued  use  of 
existing  ways  by  ORVs  would  impair  the  naturalness  on  approximately  2,000 
acres  (15%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 
The  ORV  use  would  occur  on  the  lower  alluvial  fans  where  it  would  be  visible 
from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  naturalness  on  five  acres  in  the  Rough 
Canyon  zone.   The  impairment  would  result  from  anticipated  base  and  precious 
metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  road, 
drill  pads  and  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing 
five  acres  could  occur  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  10  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by 
projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  20  visitor  hours  annually  would  result  in  minor  impairment 
to  solitude  due  to  the  low  level  of  use,  especially  since  it  is  dispersed 
throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  area,  approximately  170  acres,  but 
only  during  periods  of  operation  which  is  very  infrequent. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  the  activity  were  occurring  and  the  visitor 
encountered  them. 
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Special  Features, 


The  special  features  are  scenic  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons.   These  features  would 
not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation  and  would  be 
subject  to  impairment  from  the  previously  discussed  activities,  especially  in 
Rough  Canyon  on  the  existing  mining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  less  than  2,100  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be  impaired  by 
continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity.   There  are  areas 
within  the  WSA  where  terrain  would  preclude  these  activities  thereby  helping 
retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA 
since  the  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.   The  present  use  level  of  20 
visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  45  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This 
increase  of  133%  is  the  projected  growth  rate  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles 
can  travel  over  3,000  acres  (23%  of  WSA),  most  use  is  expected  to  occur  along 
the  2.4  miles  of  existing  way. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  133% 
(from  the  present  20  visitor  hours  to  the  projected  45  hours  annually)  is 
projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   No  oil  and  gas  exploration  or  development  is  projected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  allowed 
on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Rough  Canyon  zone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  allowed. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 
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Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  all  12,969  acres  of  the  Pole  Creek  WSA 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  slight  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of 
the  area  to  vehicles  since  the  area  only  receives  20  visitor  hours  annually. 
All  existing  ways  would  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used  for 
nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and 
mineral  activity,  tnere  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  for  these 
activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  the  low  amount  of  ORV  use  would  not  significantly  enhance 
the  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Precluding  all  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  positively  enhance  the  value 
of  solitude  due  to  the  absence  of  surface  disturbance  and  noise  of  these 
activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  WSA  to  ORV  use  would  slightly  increase  opportunities  for  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation.   The  elimination  of  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
would  enhance  the  area's  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation, 

Special  Features. 

The  scenic  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons  and  Pah  Rum  Peak  would  benefit  from  added 
protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  guarantee  their  long-term 
protection. 
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Conclusion. 

Designating  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of  the 
WSA,  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons  and  Pah  Rum  Peak.   The  opportunities  for  solitude, 
primitive  recreation  and  naturalness  would  be  preserved. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  20  visitor  hours  would 
be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  is  projected  to  reach  45 
visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%.   Public  lands 
that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are 
located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  20  visitor  hours  and  future  use  of  45  hours 
would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby 
public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No  oil  and 
gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  would  be  foregone. 
Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  on  existing 
raining  claims  would  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  10,900  acres  of  the  Pole  Creek  WSA 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  2,069  acres  would 
be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

There  is  no  ORV  accessible  lands  in  the  suitable  portion,  therefore  no  ORV  use 
would  be  eliminated  so  no  improvement  to  naturalness.   Closing  the  suitable 
portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to  enhance  naturalness 
since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at  this  time  in  this 
portion. 
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Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Approximately  2.4  miles  of  existing  way  would 
impair  naturalness  on  2,000  acres  (15%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  dust 
plumes.   The  ORV  use  would  occur  on  the  lower  alluvial  fans  where  it  would  be 
visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Projected  geothermal  energy  activity  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  five  acres  would  be  allowed 
along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA,  impairing  the  naturalness  in  that  area. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  there  are  no  ORV  visitor  hours  to  eliminate,  there  is  no  benefit  to 
solitude.   The  lack,  of  energy  and  mineral  interest  would  in  turn  do  little  to 
enhance  solitude  since  there  is  little  projected  interest  in  the  area. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  affecting  approximately  85  acres,  primarily  in  the  vicinity 
where  such  activity  occurs. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  there  is  no  ORV  use  to  eliminate  and  no  energy  and  mineral  interest  in 
the  suitable  portion,  there  would  be  no  improvement  in  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  over  and  above  the  level  that  presently  exists. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  scenic  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons  and  Pah  Rum  Peak  would  benefit  from  added 
protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  guarantee  their  long-term 
protection  and  would  help  to  curb  any  currently  unforeseen  surface  disturbing 
activity  that  would  threaten  these  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  Rough  and  Pole  Canyons 
and  Pah  Rum  Peak,  and  enhance  the  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive 
recreation  throughout  the  suitable  area. 
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On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  259  acres  from  ORV 
use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  not  remove  any  ORV  accessible  land  from 
recreational  vehicle  use.   No  visitor  hours  of  recreational  ORV  use  would  be 
eliminated. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  vehicle  use  would  continue  on  3,000 
acres  of  ORV  accessible  land.   The  present  use  level  of  20  visitor  hours  would 
increase  to  45  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  133%. 
This  use  would  occur  primarily  along  the  2.4  miles  of  existing  way. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  to  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  suitable  portion  due 
to  lack  of  ORV  accessible  land. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
133%  as  originally  estimated,  from  the  present  20  visitor  hours  to  45  hours 
annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   There  would  be  no  change  caused  by  this 
action. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 
Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   No  oil  and  gas  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 


No  energy  exploration  is  expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  on  existing  mining 
claims  would  be  foregone. 
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Nonsui table. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along 
the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  allowed 
in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


CALICO  MOUNTAINS  (019) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  67,647  acres  of  the  Calico  Mountain  WSA 
are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  160 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  350  annually. 
Continued  use  on  18  miles  of  existing  ways  and  use  on  eight  miles  of  projected 
ways  would  reduce  the  naturalness  on  5,000  acres  (7%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use 
and  12,000  acres  (18%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The 
ways  are  located  mainly  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the 
mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  645  acres. 
Projected  activity  would  allow  the  development  of  a  600  acre  open  pit  precious 
metal  mine  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon 
zone  which  would  seriously  impair  naturalness.   Development  of  one  underground 
precious  metal  mine  with  associated  k   mile  of  access  road,  waste  dumps  and 
staging  area  disturbing  20  acres  could  be  allowed  in  the  Donnelly  District. 
Precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of 
drill  road,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  25  acres  could 
be  allowed  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  and  Petrified  Canyon  zones. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  60  acres.   Five 
small  geothermal  wellhead  generators,  supplying  power  and  hot  water  for  open 
pit  mining,  with  associated  well  pads,  two  miles  of  access  roads,  pipelines 
and  powerlines,  would  disturb  50  acres  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 
Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  road  would  disturb  10  acres  along  the 
southwest  side  of  the  WSA. 
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Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  705  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired 
by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  160  visitor  hours  annually  would  impair  solitude  to  some 
degree,  but  due  to  the  highly  dispersed  nature  of  occurrence  and  vastness  of 
the  WSA,  the  impairment  would  be  lessened.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and 
support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
and  development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  and 
surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on  approximately  11,985  acres  would  be 
impaired  by  these  activities.   Impairment  would  be  serious  if  one  were  to 
venture  into  the  immediate  area  during  times  of  heavy  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  most  prominent  feature  are  the  colorful  Calico  Hills  which  add  significant 
scenic  diversity  to  the  Black  Rock  Desert  region.   Additional  features  are 
Mormon  Dan  and  Petrified  Canyons  and  areas  of  petrified  wood.   These  features 
would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation  and  would 
be  subject  to  impairment,  especially  in  Morman  Dan  Canyon  where  a  projected 
600  acre  open  pit  mine  would  occur  and  in  Petrified  Canyon  where  25  acres 
would  be  impaired  from  projected  exploritory  mineral  activity. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  13,500  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 
There  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  terrain  would  preclude  these  activities 
which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  160  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  350 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  119%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  26,000  acres 
(38%  of  WSA),  most  use  is  expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  the  eight 
miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  119%, 
from  the  present  160  visitor  hours  to  350  hours  annually,  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  five  small  geothermal 
wellhead  generators  would  be  allowed  on  existing  geothermal  leases  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  is 
expected  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  and  the 
development  of  five  small  geothermal  wellhead  generators  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one  large  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone  and  one  small 
underground  precious  metal  mine  in  the  Donnelly  District  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  raining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  the  development  of  one  large 
open  pit  and  one  small  underground  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  67,647  acres  of  the  Calico 

Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 
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Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the 
area  to  vehicles,  eliminating  160  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  18  miles 
of  ways.   All  existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except 
those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn 
from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness 
from  these  activities  except  on  the  600  acres  of  valid  discoveries. 
Naturalness  would  be  impaired  as  a  result  of  activities  associated  with  a 
projected  600  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  three  miles  of 
access  roads  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  valid  discoveries. 
There  would  be  a  localized  impairment  to  solitude  from  dust  and  noise  if  one 
ventures  close  to  the  valid  discovery  activity. 

Overall,  approximately  10,200  acres  of  solitude  would  be  impaired. 

Primitive  and  Uncoafined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities.   Exception  to  this  is  the 
valid  discoveries  which  would  definitely  detract  from  primitive  and  unconfined 
opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  most  scenic  feature  are  the  colorful  Calico  Hills  which  provide  scenic 
diversity  to  the  Black  Rock  Desert  region.   Additional  features  are  Mormon  Dan 
and  Petrified  Canyons,  Donnelly  Peak  and  select  areas  of  petrified  wood. 
These  features  would  be  guaranteed  long-term  protection  under  wilderness 
designation  except  the  Calico  Hills  which  contain  the  600  acres  of  valid 
discoveries . 

Conclusion. 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of 
the  WSA,  Mormon  Dan  and  Petrified  Canyons.   Wilderness  designation  would 
preserve  and  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude,  primitive  recreation  and 
naturalness.   A  majority  of  these  values  would  be  lost  in  the  area  of  the 
Calico  Hills  because  of  the  600  acres  of  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  160  visitor  hours 
would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  was  projected  to  reach 
350  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  119%.   Public 
lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use 
are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in 
use. 
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Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  use  of  160  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of  350 
hours  would  be  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other 
nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  five  small  geothermal 
wellhead  generators  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases.   No  exploration 
or  development  is  expected  for  oil  and  gas  on  existing  lease. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  resources  and  development 
of  five  small  geothermal  wellhead  generators  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  involve  the  development  of  one  large  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon 
zone.   Other  projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one 
small  underground  precious  metal  mine  would  not  be  allowed. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  and  the  development  of 
one  small  underground  precious  metal  mine  would  be  foregone.   The  projected 
development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine,  would  be  allowed  due  to 
projected  valid  discoveries. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  58,800  acres  of  the  Calico  Mountain 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  8,847  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use,  eliminating 
approximately  140  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  11  miles  of  ways.   This 
action  would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  the  ways  would  be  allowed  to 
rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly. 

Closing  this  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  maintain  the  current 
natural  state  except  for  the  600  acres  of  valid  discoveries.   Projected  valid 
discoveries  would  allow  the  development  of  a  600  acre  open  pit  precious  metal 
mine  and  associated  three  miles  of  access  road  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 
These  activities  would  seriously  impair  the  naturalness  of  the  immediate  area. 
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Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  as  would  seven  miles  of  existing  way. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  five  acres  in  the 
Petrified  Canyon  zone.   Activity  would  consist  of  cross-country  travel,  \   mile 
of  drill  road,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  geothermal  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  10  acres  along  the  southwest  side  of  the 
WSA.   Activity  would  consist  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \ 
mile  of  access  road. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  140  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activities.   The  projected  activity  on  the 
600  acres  of  valid  discoveries  as  discussed  under  Naturalness  (Suitable 
Portion)  would  result  in  the  impairment  of  solitude  in  the  suitable  portion 
affecting  approximately  10,000  acres. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  affecting  approximately  300  acres,  primarily  in  the  vicinity 
where  such  activities  occur. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  would 
certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   The  exception  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  valid  discoveries.   The  activity  associated  with  the  projected  development 
would  impair  the  recreational  opportunities  in  the  vicinity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity 
would  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  within  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  are  the  colorful 
Calico  Hills,  Mormon  Dan  and  Petrified  Canyons,  Donnelly  Peak  and  areas  of 
petrified  wood.   These  features  would  be  guaranteed  long-term  protection  under 
wilderness  designation  except  for  the  Calico  Hills  which  contain  the  600  acres 
of  valid  discoveries. 
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Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  this  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  a  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  especially  Mormon  Dan 
and  Petrified  Canyons,  Donnelly  Peak  and  areas  of  petrified  wood.   Wilderness 
designation  would  preserve  and  enhance  the  wilderness  values,  except  in  the 
Calico  Hills  where  600  acres  of  valid  discoveries  would  seriously  impair  all 
wilderness  values. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  less  than  350  acres  because  of 
ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  22,000 
acres  of  ORV  accessible  land  (85%  of  total  accessible  land).   Current 
recreational  visitor  use  of  approximately  140  hours  and  projected  future  use 
of  310  hours  (121%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually  from  this  portion. 
Public  land  that  offers  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are 
located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  this  increase. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  20  visitor  hours  to  approximately  40  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future  (100%  increase),  as  projected.   This  additional  use  would 
take  place  along  the  seven  miles  of  existing  ways. 

Conclusion. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  there  would  be  an  annual  loss  of  140  visitor  hours 
presently  as  well  as  the  projected  310  hours.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
100%,  from  the  present  20  visitor  hours  to  40  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future,  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impacts. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  developments  of  five  small 
geothermal  wellhead  generators  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected  on  existing 
leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  on  existing  leases  would  be  allowed. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  the  development  of  five 
geothermal  wellhead  generators  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 



Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  one  large  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  zone. 
Other  projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one  small 
underground  precious  metal  mine  would  be  foregone. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in 
the  Petrified  Canyon  zone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one 
small  underground  precious  metal  mine  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable 
portion.   The  projected  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine, 
would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 


AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  (108) 
PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  89,372  acres  of  the  Augusta  Mountain  WSA 
are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  200 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  450  annually. 
Continued  use  of  existing  ways  plus  five  miles  of  projected  ways  would  affect 
the  naturalness  on  11,000  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use  and 
25,000  acres  (28%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The 
ways  are  and  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible 
from  the  mountain  slopes. 
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Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  40  acres. 
Projected  activities  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  2\   miles  of  drill 
roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in 
the  Favret  Canyon  zone,  20  acres  in  Hole  In  The  Wall  zone  and  five  acres  in 
the  Wild  Horse  district.   Similar  exploration  for  nickel  would  disturb  five 
acres  in  the  Cain  Mountain  zone  and  for  zeolites  disturbing  five  acres  in  the 
Home  Station  Wash  zone,  with  associated  1\   miles  of  drill  roads. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  consisting  of  two  10  to  20  megawatt  geothermal  powerplants  with 
associated  well  pads,  eight  miles  of  access  roads,  powerlines,  pipelines  and 
powerplant  structures,  would  disturb  80  acres  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the 
WSA.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel, 
small  drill  sites  and  four  miles  of  access  roads,  would  disturb  40  acres  along 
the  west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  would 
disturb  15  acres  along  the  west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   Two  oil 
and  gas  well  pads  and  four  miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  20  acres  in  the 
southwest  and  southeast  portions  of  the  WSA. 

Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  195  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired 
by  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  with  much  of  this  occurring  on  bottom 
land  near  the  WSA  boundary. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  200  visitor  hours  annually  would  impair  solitude  to  some 
degree,  but  due  to  the  highly  dispersed  nature  of  occurrence  and  vastness  of 
the  WSA,  the  impairment  would  be  lessened.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and 
support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
and  development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  and 
surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on  approximately  3,060  acres  would  be 
impaired  by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Uaconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  only  features  of  the  WSA  consist  of  scattered  prehistoric  sites,  abundant 
fossil  collecting  areas  and  a  source  of  pinyon  pine  nuts  plus  Cain  Mountain 
and  scenic  Favret  Canyon.   These  features  would  not  receive  long-term 
protection  from  wilderness  designation  and  would  be  subject  to  impairment  from 
ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activities  as  discussed  above. 
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Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  4,500  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 
There  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  terrain  would  preclude  these  activities 
which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
increase  from  200  visitor  hours  annually  at  present  to  450  hours  in  the 
foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  125%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  WSA. 

Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  65,000  acres  (73%  of  WSA)  most  use  is 
expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  five  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  125%, 
from  the  present  200  visitor  hours  to  450  hours  annually,  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  along  the  southwest  side  of 
the  WSA.   Projected  oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  and  two  wells  would  be 
allowed  on  existing  leases  along  the  west  and  northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  resources 
and  the  development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  exploration  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims  in  Favret  Canyon,  Hole  In  the  Wall,  Cain  Mountain,  Home 
Station  Wash  zones  and  the  Wild  Horse  district. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  zeolite  would 
be  allowed. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values  from  energy 
and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced 
by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved  geothermal 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Mining  Plans  of  Operations. 
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Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources . 

Mining  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this  WSA 
if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  89,372  acres  of  the  Augusta 
Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  200  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  vehicles.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  due  to  the  absence  of  surface  disturbing  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfirmed  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  features  of  the  WSA  consist  of  scattered  prehistoric  sites,  abundant 
fossil  collecting  areas  and  a  source  of  pinyon  pine  nuts  plus  Cain  Mountain 
and  scenic  Favret  Canyon.   These  features  would  be  guaranteed  long-term 
protection  under  wilderness  designation  and  would  benefit  from  such. 

Conclusion. 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of 
the  WSA  especially  Cain  Mountain  and  Favret  Canyon.  Wilderness  designation 
would  preserve  and  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude,  primitive  recreation 
and  naturalness. 
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Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  200  visitor  hours 
would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  was  projected  to  reach 
450  hours  annually,  an  increase  of  125%.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or 
superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the 
region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  this  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  use  of  200  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of  450 
hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  powerplants 
would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases.   Projected  oil  and  gas  geophysical 
exploration  and  two  wells  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  resources 
and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  exploration  would  not  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  would 
be  foregone. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASBS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  Mie  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  12,800  acres  of  the  Augusta 
Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
76,572  acres  would  be  recommended  nonsui table  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
1.5  miles  of  ways  and  eliminate  approximately  10  visitor  hours  annually.   This 
action  would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  these  ways  would  be  allowed  to 
rehabitate  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
not  disappear  as  quickly.   Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral 
entry  would  do  little  to  enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected 
interest  in  these  resources  at  this  time  in  this  portion. 
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Naturalness  (Nonsui table  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Five  miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair 
naturalness  on  11,000  acres  (1%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  25,000  aces  (28% 
of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be  located 
low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  30  acres.   Projected  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  lfc  miles  of  drill  roads 
drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  20  acres  in  the  Hole  In 
The  Wall  zone  and  five  acres  in  Wild  Horse  district.   Similar  exploration  for 
zeolites  including  one  mile  of  drill  roads,  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the 
Home  Station  Wash  zone. 

Projected  geothermal  energy  activity  consisting  of  two  10  to  20  megawatt 
geothermal  powerplants  with  associated  well  pads,  eight  miles  of  access  roads 
powerlines,  pipelines  and  powerplant  structures,  would  disturb  80  acres  in  the 
southwest  portion  of  the  WSA.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  3\   miles  of  access  roads 
disturbing  35  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  west,  south  and  southeast  side 
of  the  WSA. 

Projected  oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country 
™T™h   W°Uld  dlsturb  15  acres  alotlS  the  west,  south  and  southeast  side  of  the 
WSA.   Two  oil  and  gas  well  pads  and  four  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  20 
acres  would  be  allowed  in  the  southwest  and  southeast  portions  of  the  WSA. 

Overall,  a  total  of  180  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  110  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activity.   Opportunities  for  solitude 
would  be  enhanced  by  the  absence  of  these  surface  disturbing  activity. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy 
and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area  s  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsultable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  scattered  prehistoric  sites,  abundant  fossil 
collecting  areas,  pinyon  pine  nuts  and  Cain  Mountain,  are  within  the  portion 
recommended  suitable.   This  would  insure  their  continued  preservation. 
Wilderness  designation  would  help  to  curb  any  currently  unforeseen 
surface-disturbing  activities  from  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity 
that  would  threaten  these  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  special  features  within  the  WSA.   The  opportunities 
of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved 
throughout  the  suitable  area. 

On  the  nousui table  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  less  than  8,000  acres  from  ORV 
use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use  1,000  acres 
(1%  of  WSA)  of  ORV  accessible  land.   Current  recreational  visitor  use  of  10 
visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of  20  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be 
eliminated  annually  from  this  portion.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  this  increase  with  no  impact. 

Nonsultable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present-  190  visitor  hours  to  430  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future 
(126%  increase),  as  predicted.   This  additional  use  would  take  place  along  the 
five  miles  of  new  ways  created. 

Conclusion. 

In  the  suitable  portion,  there  would  be  a  loss  of  10  visitor  hours  presently, 
as  well  as  the  projected  20  hours  yearly. 

In  the  nonsultable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
126%,  as  originally  estimated,  from  the  present  190  visitor  hours  to  430  hours 
annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   There  would  be  no  impacts. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  on  existing  geothermal  leases  and  existing  oil  and  gas  leases. 

Nonsui table. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  powerplants 
would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  along  the  southwest  side  of  the  WSA. 
Projected  oil  and  gas  geophysical  exploration  and  two  wells  would  be  allowed 
on  existing  leases  along  the  west  and  northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  resources 
and  development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  exploration  would  be  foregone. 
Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  exploration  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims  in  the  Home  Station  Wash,  Hole  In  the  Wall  zones  and 
the  Wild  Horse  district.   No  development  is  anticipated. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  and  zeolite  would 
be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 


SELENITE  MOUNTAINS  (200) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 


Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  32,041  acres  of  the  Selenite  Mountai 
WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 


ns 
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Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  175  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  one  mile  of  projected  way  would  affect  the 
naturalness  on  2,000  acres  (6%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use  and  6,000 
acres  (18%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 
The  existing  ways  are  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fan  as  would  be  the 
projected  way  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  20  aces. 
Projected  activities  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill 
roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  10  acres  in  the 
Arcturus  Mine  and  Selenite  Peak,  zones. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  consisting  of 
one  10  megawatt  geothermal  powerplant  with  associated  well  pads,  h   mile  of 
access  road,  powerlines,  pipelines  and  powerplant  structures,  would  disturb  20 
acres  in  the  southwest  side  of  the  WSA.   Projected  geothermal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access 
road,  would  disturb  10  acres  along  the  north  and  northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Overall,  a  total  of  approximately  50  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by 
projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  approximately  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  result  in 
minor  impairment  to  solitude  due  to  the  low  level  of  use  which  is  dispersed 
throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles 
associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would 
disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  area.   The 
solitude  on  approximately  850  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  be  impaired 
from  nonwilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  950  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 
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There  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  terrain  would  preclude  these  activities 
which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  fhe  WSA 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   Recreational  ORV  use  would  increase 
from  80  visitor  hours  annually  at  present  to  175  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future.   This  increase  of  119%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  en<"ire  WSA 
Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  14,000  acres  (44%  of  WSA),  most  use  is 
expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  the  one  mile  of  projected  way. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  119% 
from  the  present  80  visitor  hours  to  175  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable 
future,  is  projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  one  small  geothermal 
powerplant  would  be  allowed  along  the  northwest  side  of  the  WSA.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  powerplant  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 
Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 
Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity    "  ~~" 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 


4-52 


Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Mining  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this  WSA 
if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  32,041  acres  of  the  Selenite 
Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  80  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term. 
Those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly.   Since 
all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be 
no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these  activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  since  the  visitor  would  not  encounter  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  benefit  from 
wilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

Designation  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of 
the  WSA,  including  Selenite  Peak.   Wilderness  designation  would  preserve  and 
enhance  opportunities  for  solitude,  primitive  recreation  and  naturalness. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  80  visitor  hours  and 
projected  future  use  of  175  hours  (119%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
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WSA  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
175  hours  (119%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments . 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  powerplant  would  be  foregone.  No  exploration  or  development  for 
oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  powerplant  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 


MOUNT  LIMBO  (201) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  12,750  acres  of  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  would  be 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  10,952  acres  are 
recommended  nonsuitable. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  the  use  of  four 
miles  of  way,  eliminating  10  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  result 
in  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  four  miles  of  way  would  slowly 
rehabilitate  naturally.   It  could  be  used  as  a  trail  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  which  would  remain  below  700  visitor  hours  annually  over  the  next 
10  years. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion.   The  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  would  remain  in  its 
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natural  state  on  1,920  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  which  would 
not  occur,  thereby  enhancing  the  naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  affected  by  continued  use 
of  13  miles  of  way  plus  five  miles  of  projected  new  ways  open  to  ORV  use, 
preventing  any  natural  revegetation.   The  projected  five  miles  of  way  would 
affect  naturalness  on  2,500  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  4,500  acres 
(19%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be 
located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  1\   acres.   Projected  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  road,  drill 
pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  2\   acres  in  the  Jayhawk  Creek 
zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Jenny  Creek  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  would  impact 
the  natural  character  on  ten  acres  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   Activity 
consists  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access 
road. 

A  3,430  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  along  the 
northwest  side  of  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA  resulting  in  a  noticeable 
impairment  in  naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  10  visitor  hours  annually  of  ORV  use  would  have  a  minor 
positive  affect  on  solitude  within  the  WSA.   The  elimination  of  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  activity  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  since  a  visitor  would  not  be  confronted  by  the  sights  and  sounds  of 
these  activities. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Current  ORV  use  would  detract  little  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  since  it 
doesn't  all  occur  at  once.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles 
associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  would  disturb  the 
area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  occurrence  during  periods  of 
operation.   If  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is  accomplished  by 
mechanical  means,  there  would  be  a  short-lived  impairment  to  solitude  from 
this  activity  in  the  immediate  area  of  the  treatment. 

Overall,  approximately  298  acres  of  solitude  would  be  impaired. 

Primitive  and  Uaconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  activity 
and  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  the  majestic  Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks 
and  Mt.  Limbo  itself,  and  all  are  within  the  recommended  portion  which  would 
insure  their  continued  protection.   Wilderness  designation  would  preclude  any 
unforeseen  surface  disturbing  activities  that  could  threaten  these  special 
features. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  Kumiva  and  Purgarory 
Peaks  and  Mt.  Limbo.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude  and 
primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portin,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  547  acres  because 
of  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  1,000  acres 
of  ORV  accessible  land.   Current  recreational  use  of  approximately  10  visitor 
hours  (12.5%  of  total  use)  and  projected  future  use  of  25  hours  (150% 
increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  this  increase. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  70  visitor  hours  annually  to  150  hours  (114%  increase),  as 
projected.   Most  of  the  increase  use  would  take  place  along  the  five  miles  of 
new  ways  that  would  be  made  by  rockhounds  and  hunters. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
25  hours  (150%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
11-+%  (from  the  present  70  visitor  hours  to  150  hours  annually  in  t"he 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  geothermal  exploration  or  development  is  projected.   No  potential  exists 
for  oil  and  gas  resources. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   No  potential  exists  for  oil  and  gas  resources. 

Conclusion. 

No  exploration  or  development  of  energy  resources  is  projected  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in 
the  Jayhawk  and  Jenny  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  hervacious  users  and  a  chance  to  improve  range  condition. 

Nonsuitable. 

Approximately  3,430  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  350  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  3,080 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation. 
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Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  12,750  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse 
impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  entry  to  energy  and  mineral  resources.   On  the 
10,952  acres  designated  non-wilderness,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would 
be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values  from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development.   Some  of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and 
mitigating  stipulations  in  approved  Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  12,750  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
totally  protected.   On  the  10,952  acres  not  designation  wilderness,  all 
present  uses  would  continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  reduce  wilderness  values. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  12,750  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  are  expected.   On  the  10,952  acres  of 
non-wilderness,  0RV  use,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would 
create  an  irreversible  commitment  of  wilderness  resources. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  23,702  acres  of  the  Mount 
Limbo  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  80  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  17  miles  of 
*ays.   All  existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitat  naturally  except 
those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn 
from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness 
from  these  activities.   By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation, 
^,8iU  acres  would  remain  in  its  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a" 
positive  affect  on  solitude.   The  absence  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  these 
activities  would  enhance  the  visitors  solitude.   Precluding  the  proposed 
vegetative  manipulatin  would  retain  the  existing  level  of  solitude  in  the  area. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation  would  greatly  enhance  any  recreation  opportunities. 
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Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  being  Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt. 
Limbo,  would  benefit  from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  that 
would  gurantee  long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  projected 
future  use  of  175  hours  (119%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use 
would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
175  hours  (119%  increase  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No 
potential  for  oil  and  gas  resources  exists. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  5,350  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  vegetative  conversion  from  sagebrush  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users.   There  would  be  no  change  in  range 
condition. 


Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  12,900  acres  of  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA 
would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  10,802  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
four  miles  of  ways  and  eliminate  approximately  10  visitor  hours  annually. 
This  action  would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  the  ways  would  be  allowed  to 
rehabilitate  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
not  disappear  as  quickly.   Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral 
entry  would  do  little  to  enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected 
interest  in  these  resources  at  this  time  in  this  portion.   The  dense  stands  of 
sagebrush  would  remain  in  its  natural  state  on  1,920  acres  proposed  for 
vegetative  manipulation  which  would  not  occur,  thereby  enhancing  the 
naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use,  maintaining  13  miles  of  existing  ways.   Five 
miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair  naturalness  on  2,500  acres  (10%  of  WSA) 
when  not  in  use  and  4,500  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of 
dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be 
visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  1\   acres.   Projected  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  open  cuts  would  disturb  2\   acres  in  the  Jayhawk 
Creek  and  five  acres  in  the  Jenny  Creek  zones. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  10  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA  impairing  the  naturalness  in  the  vicinity. 

Approximately  3,430  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  occur 
along  the  northwestern  boundary  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  of  the  WSA 
resulting  in  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness  from  the  conversion  of 
dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  10  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  activity.   Eliminating  the  1,920  acre  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  project  would  have  a  positive  affect  on  solitude  by  the  lack  of 
traces  of  man  in  the  area. 
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Solitude  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy 
and  mineral  exploration  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 
Implementing  the  3,430  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  disrupt  the 
solitude  in  the  short-term  while  being  accomplished. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
vegetative  manipulation  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  consist  of  Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt. 
Limbo,  all  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion.   This  would  insure  their 
continued  preservation.   Wilderness  designation  would  help  curb  any  currently 
unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activity  that  would  threaten  these  special 
features . 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically 
Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt.  Limbo.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness, 
solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout 
the  suitable  area. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  575  acres  from  ORV 
use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  over  the  long-term. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  1,000  acres 
of  ORV  accessible  land.   Current  recreational  visitor  use  of  approximately  10 
visitor  hours  (125%  of  total  use)  and  projected  future  use  of  25  hours  (150% 
increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 
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Monaui table. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  70  visitor  hours  annually  to  150  hours  (114%  increase)  as 
projected.  Most  of  the  increased  use  would  take  place  along  the  five  miles  of 
new  ways  that  would  be  made  by  rockhounds  and  hunters. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
25  hours  (150%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsui table  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
114%  (from  the  present  70  visitor  hours  to  150  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.  There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resoairee  Development. 

Suitable . 

Mo  geothermal  exploration  or  development  is  expected.  SSo  potential  exists  for 

oil  and  gas  resources. 

Mongol table i 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.  No   potential  exists  for  oil  and  gas  resources. 

Conclusion. 

No  exploration  or  development  of  energy  resources  is  projected  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 

nonsuitafole  portion. 

Impacts  0b  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable . 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Nonsui table . 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  base-precious  metals  would  be  foregone 
in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 
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Impacts  on  Range  Condition. 

Suitable, 

Approximately  1,920  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users  and  a  chance  to  improve  range  condition. 

Nonsui table . 

Approximately  3,430  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  350  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  3,080 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Coroclsasion. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 


HO   WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  23,702  acres  of  the  Mount  Limbo 
WSA  would  be  recommended  unsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  0RV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  annually,  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  175  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  five  miles  of  projected  way  would  affect  the 
naturalness  on  2,500  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use  and  4,500 
acres  (19%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 
The  existing  ways  are  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans,  as  would  be  the 
projected  way,  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  10  acres.   Projected  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  1^  miles  of  drill  roads, 
drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the 
Jayhawk  Creek  and  five  acres  in  the  Jenny  Creek  zones. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  road,  would  disturb  10  acres  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA. 

A  total  of  20  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  from  energy  and  mineral 
activity.  A  5,850  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur 
along  the  northwest  corner  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  in  the 
naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 
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Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  use  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  areas 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   There  would  be  a  short-term 
impairment  to  solitude  if  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  were  done  by 
mechanical  means.   The  solitude  on  approximately  9,000  acres  would  be  impaired 
by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  activity 
and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and 
the  visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the 
visitor  could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  Kumiva  and  Purgatory  Peaks  and  Mt.  Limbo 
which  would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation. 
Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation,  little  surface  disturbing  activity  is  projected 
within  the  areas  that  these  special  features  occupy. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  4,800  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation.   Obviously  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA 
where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity  which  would  help  retain  the  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  80  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  175 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  119%  is  the 
projected  growth  rate  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  8,000 
acres  (34%  of  WSA)  most  use  is  expected  to  occur  along  existing  ways  and  on 
the  five  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  119% 
(from  the  present  80  visitor  hours  to  175  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA.   No  potential  for  oil  and  gas  resources  exist. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  in  the  Jayhawk 
Creek  and  Jenny  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  5,350  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  350  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  5,000 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  5,350  acres. 


CHINA  MOUNTAIN  (406P) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  10,358  acres  of  the  China  Mountain  WSA 
are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  0RV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  40 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  about  250  visitor 
hours  annually.   Increased  ORV  use  on  existing  ways  would  impact  naturalness 
on  about  3,000  acres  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   Most  of  the 
ways  are  located  in  areas  easily  seen  from  the  slopes  of  the  mountainside. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  115  acres. 
Projected  activities  would  allow  the  development  of  a  300  acre  (100  acres  in 
WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  in  the  Iron  Hat  District.   Precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  two  miles  of  drill  roads, 
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drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the  Iron 
Hat  District  and  five  acres  in  Hoffman  Canyon.   Similar  barite  exploration 
would  disturb  five  acres  with  one  mile  of  drill  road  in  China  Canyon. 

Overall,  a  total  of  120  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  from  projected 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

A  1,225  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  in  the 
naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  areas 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   There  would  be  a  short-term 
impairment  to  solitude  if  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  were  done  by 
mechanical  means.   The  solitude  on  approximately  3,400  acres  would  be  impaired 
by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities 
were  occurring  and  the  visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be 
periods  when  the  visitor  could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these 
opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  include  scenic  Lee  and  Hoffman  Canyons  and  majestic  China 
Mountain  and  scattered  riparian  habitat  which  would  not  receive  long-term 
protection  from  wilderness  designation.   Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV 
use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation,  little  activity 
is  projected  within  the  vicinity  of  these  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  2,100  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation.   Obviously,  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  the  terrain 
would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  which 
would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  40  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  90 
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hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  125%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  1,000  acres 
(10%  of  WSA),  most  use  is  expected  to  be  along  existing  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  125% 
(from  the  present  40  visitor  hours  to  90  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  in  the  southeastern  tip  of 
the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected 
on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one  large  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Iron 
Hat  district  and  Hoffman  Canyon. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  one  large  open 
pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  1,225  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  200  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,025 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  1,225  acres. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-terra. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mining  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this  WSA 
if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  10,358  acres  of  the  China 
Mountain  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  area 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  40  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities  except  on  the  valid  existing  claims.   Projected  valid  discoveries 
would  impair  the  naturalness  on  a  300  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  in  the  Iron  Hat  district.   By  not  doing  the  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation,  1,225  acres  would  remain  in  its  natural  dense 
sagebrush  state. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation  would  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude.   There  would 
be  localized  impairment  in  the  areas  of  projected  valid  discoveries  if  one 
ventures  close  to  the  noise  and  dust  from  these  activities.   Precluding  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  retain  the  existing  level  of  solitude 
in  the  area. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity,  except  for 
valid  discoveries  and  vegetative  manipulation,  would  certainly  enhance  any 
recreation  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  scenic  Lee  and  Hoffman  Canyons,  China 
Mountain  and  scattered  riparian  habitat  which  would  benefit  from  the  added 
protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be  guaranteed  long-term 
protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  especially  in  Lee  and  Hoffman  Canyons 
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and  China  Mountain.   These  values  would  be  impaired  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  40  visitor  hours  and 
projected  future  use  of  90  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
WSA  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
90  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resource  is  expected  on  existing 
leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal,  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  one  large  open  pit 
precious  metal  mine  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Iron  Hat  district. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
Projected  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine,  which  would 
be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  1,225  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  all  herbaceous  users.   Range  condition  would  stay  the 
same. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation. 
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WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  8,900  acres  of  the  China  Mountain 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  1,458  acres 
would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use,  closing  one  mile 
of  way.   Eliminated  would  be  10  visitor  hours  annually  which  are  projected  to 
reach  20  visitor  hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   Naturalness  would  be 
enhanced  since  the  area  would  be  closed  to  energy  and  mineral  entry,  except  in 
the  area  of  valid  discoveries.   Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  the 
development  of  a  300  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  in 
the  Iron  Hat  district.   These  activities  would  seriously  impair  the  natural 
character  in  that  vicinity. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Continued  use  of  the  existing  ways  would  impair 
the  naturalness  on  3,000  acres  when  they  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes.  Most  of  the  ways  are  located  in  areas  easily  seen  from  the  slopes  of 
the  mountainside. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  five  acres  in  the  southeast  tip  of  the 
WSA.   The  activity  would  consist  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  h   mile  of  access  roads.   Approximately  1,225  acres  proposed  for  vegetative 
manipulation  would  occur  in  the  southeast  end  of  the  nonsuitable  portion 
causing  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness  from  the  conversion  of 
dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  there  is  no  ORV  visitor  hours  to  eliminate  there  would  be  no  benefit  to 
solitude.   The  elimination  of  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  enhance  the  solitude  except  on  the  100  acres  associated  with 
valid  discoveries  in  the  Iron  Hat  district. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  the  use  is  relatively  light. 
The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of 
the  area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 
Implementing  the  1,225  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  disrupt  the 
solitude  in  the  short-term  while  being  accomplished. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   The  lone  exception 
would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  projected  valid  discoveries.   The  activity 
associated  with  the  projected  development  would  impair  the  recreational 
opportunities  in  the  vicinity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  and  projected  vegetative  manipulation  would 
decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  Lee  and  Hoffman  Canyons  and  China  Mountain 
which  are  all  within  the  portion  recommended  suitable.   This  would  insure 
their  continued  preservation.   Wilderness  designation  would  help  to  curb  any 
currently  unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activities  that  would  threaten  these 
special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically  Lee 
and  Hoffman  Canyons  and  China  Mountain.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness, 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout  the  suitable 
area.   On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  1,200 
acres  from  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  not  remove  any  ORV 
accessible  land  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  except  for  1.1  mile  of  ways. 
Ten  visitor  hours  of  present  recreational  ORV  use  and  20  hours  of  projected 
use  (100%)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar 
opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and 
are  capable  of  absorbing  this  increase  without  impact. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  30  visitor  hours  to  approximately  70  hours  (133%  increase),  as 
projected.   Most  of  this  use  is  expected  to  take  place  on  the  existing  way  and 
cross-country. 
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Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
20  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
133%  (from  the  present  70  visitor  hours  to  150  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  is 
expected. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
southeastern  tip  of  the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas 
resources  is  expected  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resource  development  is  expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  in  the  nonsuitable  portion 
would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
Projected  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  opportunities  would  also  be  foregone 
in  the  additional  acreage  included  outside  the  WSA  boundary.   Projected  valid 
discoveries  would  allow  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine 
on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Iron  Hat  district. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  nonmetallic  minerals  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion.   Projected 
development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed  due  to 
projected  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 
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Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable 

No  range  improvement  actions  are  projected  for  this  area.   Range  condition 
would  be  unaffected. 

Nonsui table 

The  1,225  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented.   Range 
condition  would  improve  on  200  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,025  acres 
going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  1,225  acres. 


TOBIN  RANGE  (406Q) 
PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  this  alternative,  none  of  the  area  is  recommended  suitable  and  none  of 
the  wilderness  values  would  receive  legislation  protection. 

Naturalness . 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  40 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  90  annually.   Current 
use  of  existing  ways  plus  2\   miles  of  projected  ways  would  affect  the 
naturalness  on  2,500  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  whether  or  not  the  ways  are  being 
used.   The  existing  ways  are  located  in  areas  easily  seen  from  portions  of  the 
mountainside,  as  would  be  the  projected  ways. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  20  acres. 
Activity  would  be  associated  with  tungsten,  mercury  and  barite  exploration, 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill  road,  drill  pads,  dozer 
trenches  and  open  cuts,  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Cottonwood  Canyon  zone 
and  five  acres  in  the  Mount  Tobin  District.   Development  of  one  10  acre  county 
gravel  pit  and  associated  \   mile  of  access  road  would  be  allowed  on  the  west 
side  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  of  20  acres  of 
projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country 
travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  10  acres 
would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   One  oil  and  gas  well  pad  and 
\   mile  of  access  road,  disturbing  10  acres  would  be  allowed  in  the  west  side 
of  the  WSA. 
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Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  area  of 
occurrence  and  only  during  periods  of  operation.   Overall,  approximately  680 
acres  of  solitude  would  be  impaired. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  features  of  the  WSA  including  scenic  Siard  Canyon  and  Mt.  Tobin  would  not 
receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation.   Though  the  WSA 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity,  little  surface 
disturbing  activity  is  projected  within  the  areas  that  these  features  occur  in, 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  1,300  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity.   However,  there 
are  many  areas  where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and 
energy  and  mineral  activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs .   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  400  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  90 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  125%  is  the  projected 
growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  4,000  acres  (31%  of 
WSA),  most  of  the  use  is  expected  to  occur  along  the  existing  and  projected 
ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  125% 
(from  the  present  use  level  of  40  visitor  hours  to  90  hours  annually)  is 
projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  on  existing 
leases  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA.   Projected  exploration  for  oil  and  gas 
resources  would  also  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments . 

Projected  base  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  opportunities  would 
be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Cottonwood  Canyon  zone  and  Mt. 
Tobin  district.   Development  of  one  small  gravel  pit  would  be  allowed  on  the 
west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  opportunities  and 
development  of  one  small  gravel  pit  would  be  allowed. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 

Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-terra. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mining  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this  WSA 
if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  13,107  acres  of  the  Tobin 
Range  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  40  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities . 
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Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude.   The  absence  of  sights  and  sounds  from  these 
activities  would  guarantee  the  visitors  unlimited  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  including  scenic  Siard  Canyon  and  Mt.  Tobin 
would  benefit  from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be 
guaranteed  long-term  protection  from  any  surface  disturbing  activities. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  40  visitor  hours  and 
projected  future  use  of  90  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the 
WSA  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use  with  no  impact. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
90  ours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  on  existing 
leases.  Projected  exploration  opportunities  for  oil  and  gas  resources  would 
also  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments . 

Projected  base  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  opportunities  would 
be  foregone  on  existing  mining  claims.   Projected  development  of  one  small 
gravel  pit  would  not  be  allowed. 
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Conclusion. 


Projected  base  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  opportunities  and 
development  of  one  small  gravel  pit  would  be  foregone. 


BLUE  LAKES  (600) 
PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  16,400  acres  are  recommended  suitable  for 
wilderness  designation  and  4,108  acres  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  nearly  the  entire  suitable  portion  is  presently  under  a  vehicle  closure 
since  1977,  there  is  no  0RV  use  to  eliminate.   Besides  the  vehicle  closure, 
nearly  the  entire  area  is  currently  under  a  mineral  withdrawal  as  well. 
Therefore,  naturalness  has  been  and  would  continue  to  be  enhanced  and 
wilderness  designation  would  assure  continued  protection. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  would  be  impaired  on  approximately  1,500  acres  (7%  of  WSA)  of  the 
nonsuitable  portion,  not  within  the  closure,  due  to  recreational  0RV  use, 
primarily  motorcycles.   Current  0RV  use  is  approximately  40  visitor  hours 
annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  80  annually. 

Surface  disturbance  on  that  portion  not  within  the  closure  or  under  withdrawal 
resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  would  impair  the  natural 
character  on  approximately  10  acres.   Some  minor  base  and  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  1%   miles  of  drill  roads  and 
pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts,  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the  northern 
tip  of  the  Big  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  southern  edge  of  the  Snow 
Creek  zone  outside  of  the  closure  area. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  much  of  the  recommended  portion  has  been  closed  to  vehicles  since  1977, 
the  area  has  provided  outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude.   Wilderness 
designation  would  assure  the  continuance  of  these  outstanding  solitude 
opportunities.   The  mineral  withdrawal  would  also  continue  to  be  in  effect. 
Precluding  mineral  activity  will  also  enhance  solitude  within  the  recommended 
portion. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Current  0RV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  on  that  portion  not  included  in 
the  enclosure  would  detract  little  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  since  it  is 
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dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  mineral  exploration  on  that  portion  no^ 
within  the  mineral  withdrawal  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  occurrence  during  periods  of  operation,  an  area  of 
approximately  175  acres. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  vehicle  closure  and  mineral  withdrawal  have  provided  excellent 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation.   Wilderness  designation 
would  assure  that  the  activities  covered  by  the  closure  and  withdrawal  would 
continue  to  be  precluded  and  that  the  outstanding  recreation  opporrunif-ies 
prevail. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  continued  ORV  use  and  mineral  exploration  activities  on  that  portion  no^ 
covered  by  the  vehicle  closure  or  mineral  withdrawal  would  decrease  the 
opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  the  clear  Blue  Lakes,  majestic  Duffer 
Peak,  numerous  white  and  limber  pine  stands  and  aspen  groves  and  ourstanding 
scenic  opportunities.   These  features  are  within  the  recommended  portion  and 
would  be  insured  continued  protection  by  wilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  continued  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  Blue  Lakes 
Duffer  Peak  and  the  stands  of  aspen,  white  and  limber  pine.   The  opportunities 
for  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  1,600  acres  because 
of  ORV  use  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

The  proposed  action  would  result  in  no  change  from  the  present  situation  since 
nearly  the  entire  area  recommended  has  been  under  total  vehicle  closure  since 
1977.   There  is  no  present  use  to  eliminate. 

Nonsuitable. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  1,650  acres  would  remain  closed  to  ORV  use, 
leaving  2,458  acres  open  to  use.   Presently,  there  are  40  visitor  hours  of  ORV 
use  annually  in  this  portion.   This  figure  is  expected  to  increase  to  80  hours 
in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  100%  is  the  normal  projected 
growth. 
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Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  change  in  the  suitable  portion.   There  is  no  current  ORV  use 
and  there  would  be  no  future  use. 

There  would  be  no  change  in  the  nonsuitable  portion.   The  present  use  of  40 
visitor  hours  annually  would  increase  to  80  hours  (100%  gain),  as  originally 
projected. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

No  potential  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  exists  in  the  suitable  or 
nonsuitable  portion  and  no  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
projected  within  the  suitable  or  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  mineral  resources  is  expected  on  existing 
mining  claims  located  outside  of  the  current  vehicular  closure. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining 
claims  located  outside  of  the  current  vehicular  closure  in  the  Big  Creek  and 
Snow  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

No  base-precious  metal  exploration  is  expected  in  the  suitable  portion  as  the 
current  vehicular  closure  precludes  such  opportunities. 

ProjeC-ed  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion  which  lies  outside  of  the  existing  vehicular  closure  area  would  be 
allowed. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  16,400  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse 
impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  entry  to  minerals,  but  only  on  that  portion  which 
is  not  already  covered  by  the  mineral  withdrawal.   On  the  4,108  acres 
designated  nonsuitable,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those 
associated  wi^h  the  loss  of  wilderness  values  from  mineral  exploration  and 
development,  but  only  on  that  portion  not  included  in  the  closure  area.   Some 
of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating 
stipulations  in  approved  Plans  of  Operations. 
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Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  16,400  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected.   On  the  4,108  acres  designated  nonsuitable,  all  present  uses  would 
continue   Motorized  recreational  use  and  mineral  exploration  and  development 
would  reduce  wilderness  values  on  those  portions  not  included  in  the  ORV 
closure  on  mineral  withdrawal. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  16,400  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitment  of  wilderness  values  is  expected.   On  the  4,108  acres  designated 
nonsuitable,  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  wilderness  resources  on  those  portions  not 
included  in  the  mineral  withdrawal. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  20,508  acres  of  the  Blue  Lakes 
WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  40  visitor  hours  annually  on  that  portion  not 
presently  within  the  current  vehicle  closure.   Since  all  lands  would  be 
withdrawn  from  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness 
from  this  activity  on  those  portions  not  under  the  current  vehicle  closure  or 
mineral  withdrawal. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  mineral  activity  on  those  portions  not 
currently  within  the  vehicle  closure  or  mineral  withdrawal  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  since  a  visitor  would  not  encounter  the  sights  and 
sounds  from  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  mineral  activity  would  greatly  enhance 
any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  outstanding  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Blue  Lakes,  Duffer  Peak,  white 
and  limber  pine  and  aspen  stands  would  benefit  from  the  added  protection  of 
wilderness  designation  and  would  guarantee  long-term  protection 
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Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  the 
spectacular  scenic  qualities  of  the  glacial  lakes,  granitic  outcrops  and  white 
and  limber  pine  stands  would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing 
these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  approximately  40  visitor  hours  and 
future  use  of  80  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA 
annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
80  hours  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on 
other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Development. 

No  potential  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  exists  in  the  WSA  and  no 
exploration  or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
projected. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  foregone  on  existing  mining 
claims  located  outside  of  the  current  vehicular  closure  area. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  located  outside  of  the 
existing  vehicular  closure  area  would  be  foregone. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  20,508  acres  of  the  Blue  Lakes 
WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

Since  all  but  about  2,700  acres  of  the  WSA  is  currently  under  a  vehicle 
closure,  there  would  be  little  impairment  to  naturalness  from  ORV  use. 
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Current  use  is  about  40  visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase 
to  80  annually. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  on  that 
portion  not  within  the  mineral  withdrawal  would  impair  the  natural  character 
on  10  acres  projected  base  and  precious  exploration,  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  l\   miles  of  drill  roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and 
open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the  northern  tip  of  the  Big  Creek  zone 
and  five  acres  in  the  southern  edge  of  the  Snow  Creek  zone  outside  the  closure 
area. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  li^le  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support- 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  mineral  exploration  would  disturb  the 
area  s  solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  area  for  approximately  175 

ELQ.  r*G  S  ■ 

Primitive  and  Unconflned  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  mineral  exploration  activity  on  those  portions  not 
within  the  closure  or  mineral  withdrawal  would  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  unconflned  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and 
the  visitor  encountered  them.   However,  since  a  majority  of  the  WSA  is 
currently  closed  to  vehicles  and  under  mineral  withdrawal,  there  would  be 
ample  opportunities  for  the  visitor  to  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these 
opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Blue  Lakes,  Duffer  Peak,  white  and  limber 
pine  and  aspen  stands,  are  located  within  the  vehicle  closure  and  mineral 
withdrawal  portions.   Therefore,  this  alternative  would  not  affect  these 
values.   A  portion  of  the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  and  mineral 
activity,  however,  little  activity  is  projected  within  the  aspen  stands. 

Conclusion. 

Wilderness  values  on  approximately  410  acres,  all  outside  the  vehicle  closure 
and  mineral  withdrawal,  would  be  impaired  by  ORV  use  and  mineral  activity. 
However,  on  a  majority  of  the  WSA,  these  values  would  be  assured  because  of 
the  vehicle  closure  and  mineral  withdrawal. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  change  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA 
Eighty  percent  of  the  study  area  would  remain  closed  to  ORV  use,  having  been 
permanently  closed  in  1983  under  the  authority  of  an  executive  order  which 
would  remain  in  effect.   The  present  use  level  occurs  out  of  the  closure  and 
is  approximately  40  visitor  hours  annually.   This  use  is  expected  tQ  reach  80 
hours,  the  normal  projected  increase  of  100%.   Most  of  the  increased  use  would 
be  cross-country. 
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Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  100% 
(from  the  present  40  visitor  hours  to  80  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

No  potential  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  exists  and  no  exploration 
or  development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
projected. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining 
claims  located  outside  of  the  current  vehicular  closure  in  the  Big  Creek  and 
Snow  Creek  zone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  outside  of  the 
existing  vehicular  closure  area  would  be  allowed. 


ALDER  CREEK  (600D) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  5,142  acres  in  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  are 
recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  30 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  70  annually.   Current 
use  of  existing  ways  would  affect  the  naturalness  on  500  acres  (10%  of  WSA). 
Though  the  entire  WSA  would  be  open  to  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development,  none  is  expected  so  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  30  visitor  hours  would  detract  little  from  the  current 

level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is  dispersed 

throughout  the  year.   Since  no  energy  and  mineral  activity  is  projected,  there 

would  be  no  impairment  to  solitude  beyond  what  is  experienced  at  present. 


4-83 


Primitive  and  Unconflned  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORVs  would  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  while  use  were  occurring  and  the  visitor  encountered 
them.   Since  no  energy  and  mineral  activity  is  projected,  there  would  be  no 
impairment  to  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  from  these  activities. 

Special  Features. 

There  are  no  identified  special  features  in  the  WSA  that  would  be  impaired  by 
the  nonwilderness  designation. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  within  the  WSA  would  be  impaired  slightly  from  the 
continued  limited  ORV  use.   However,  there  are  numerous  areas  within  the  WSA 
where  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  which  would  help  retain 
these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  create  no  changes  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the 
WSA.   The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
increase  from  30  visitor  hours  annually  to  70  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future.   This  increase  of  133%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  entire  WSA. 
The  projected  increase  in  use  is  expected  to  be  divided  between  the  existing 
way  and  projected  cross-country  use.   One  thousand  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  is 
accessible  to  ORV  use. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  change  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  133% 
(from  the  present  30  visitor  hours  to  70  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

No  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  exist  in  the  WSA  and  no  exploration  or 
development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
projected. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

No  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected  on  existing  mining  claims. 
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Conclusion. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  metallic  minerals  is  expected. 
Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mining  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  and 
irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this  WSA 
if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  this  alternative  the  entire  5,142  acres  of  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  is 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  30  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  since  the  visitor  would  not  encounter  the  sights 
and  sounds  from  these  activities. 


Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 
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Special  Features. 

There   are    no    special    features  identified  within  the  WSA  which  would  benefit  from  wilderness  designation. 
Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  30  visitor  hours  and  future  use  of 
70  hours  (133%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   Public 
lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use 
and  are  capable  of  absorbing  the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  use  of  30  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of  70 
hours  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other 
nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

No  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  resources  exists  in  the  WSA  and  no  exploration  or 
development  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
projected. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

No  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected  on  existing  mining  claims. 

Conclusion. 

No  exploration  or  development  for  metallic  minerals  is  expected. 


SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (603) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  10,300  acres  of  the  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  49,911  acres  as  nonsuitable  for 
wilderness  designation. 
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Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  the  use  of  .1 
mile  of  way,  eliminating  10  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  result 
in  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  way  would  slowly  rehabilitate 
naturally.   The  naturalness  of  the  area  would  benefit  since  the  suitable 
portion  would  be  closed  to  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development, 
thus  preserving  the  area  from  surface  disturbance  associated  with  these 
activities. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  affected  by  continued  use 
of  19  miles  of  ways  plus  six  miles  of  projected  ways  open  to  ORV  use.   The 
projected  six  miles  of  ways  would  affect  naturalness  on  15,000  acres  (25%  of 
WSA)  when  not   in  use  and  20,000  acres  (33%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to 
creation  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans 
and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes.   Current  use  is  approximately 
290  visitor  hours  annually. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  1,695  acres.   Projected  development  of  a 
500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  nine 
mile  powerline  could  be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte 
District.   A  1,200  acre  (1,000  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine 
and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  could  be  developed  in  the 
west  side  of  the  Bliss  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline 
could  be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Christ iorsson  Canyon  zone. 
A  500  acre  (100  acre  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated 
four  mile  access  road  and  powerline  could  be  developed  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  Trout  Creek  zone.   Three  underground  base-precious  metal  mines  with 
associated  one  mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  disturbing 
30  acres  could  be  allowed  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District. 
Base,  precious  metal  and  barite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country 
travel,  10  miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts 
could  be  allowed  in  the  following  areas:   Red  Butte  District  (15  acres 
disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone  (5  acres),  King  Lear  Peak  zone  (5  acres),  Big 
Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres)  and  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone  (10  acres).   Two 
additional  county  gravel  pits  and  one  mile  of  access  road,  disturbing  20  acres 
would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

A  total  of  1,730  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy 
and  mineral  activity. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  would  impact 
the  natural  character  on  35  acres.   Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  driLL  sites  and  one  mile 
of  access  roads  disturbing  35  acres  would  be  allowed  on  the  west  and  southeast 
side  of  the  WSA.   A  2,150  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would 
occur  resulting  in  a  noticeable  impairment  in  naturalness  due  to  the 
conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 
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Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  10  visitor  hours  annually  of  ORV  use  would  have  a  minor 
positive  affect  on  solitude  as  would  the  elimination  of  any  projected  energy 
and  mineral  exploration.   Wilderness  designation  would  preclude  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  these  activities,  enhancing  the  opportunities  for  solitude. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Current  ORV  use  of  290  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  from  the  feeling 
of  solitude.  The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with 
projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the 
area  s  solitude  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  occurrence,  approximately  29  410 
acres.  If  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is  accomplished  by  mechanical 
means,  there  would  be  a  short-lived  impairment  to  solitude  from  this  activity 
in  the  immediate  area  of  the  treatment. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  majestic  King  Lear  Peak  and  the  scenic  headwaters 
of  Bliss  and  Alaska  Canyons  are  all  within  the  suitable  portion  which  ensures 
this  continued  preservation.   Wilderness  designation  would  preclude  any 
unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activities  that  would  threaten  these  specific 
features. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  high  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  the  headwaters  of 
Bliss  and  Alaska  Canyons  and  majestic  King  Lear  Peak.   The  opportune ies  for 
naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  preserved. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  30,500  acres 
because  of  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 

manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  not  remove  any  ORV 
accessible  land  from  recreational  vehicle  use,  except  for  .1  mile  of  way.   Ten 
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visitor  hours  of  current  recreational  ORV  use  would  be  eliminated  (3%  of  total 
use)  as  well  as  15  hours  (50%  increase)  of  projected  use  annually.   Public 
lands  offering  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located 
throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Non3uitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  on  19,000  acres  of  accessible 
land  would  continue  to  grow  from  the  present  290  hours  annually  to  650  hours 
(124%  increase),  as  projected.   Most  of  the  increase  in  use  would  take  place 
along  the  six  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
15  hours  (50%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
124%  (from  the  present  290  visitor  hours  to  650  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change  in 
growth. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 


Suitable. 


No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  projected. 


Nonsuitable. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  as  would  oil  and  gas 
exploration  opportunities  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases  along  the  west  and 


exploration  oppo 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 


Conclusion. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  projected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  foregone  on  existing  mining 
claims. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  development 
of  four  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  and  three  small  underground 
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base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in  t-he 
Red  Butte  district,  Bliss  Canyon,  Christiorsson  Canyon  and  Trout  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  in 
the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal,  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration,  development  of 
four  large  open  pit  base-precious  mines  and  three  small  underground 
base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impact  On  Range  Condition. 
Suitable 

No  range  improvement  actions  are  projected  for  this  area.   Range  condition 
would  be  unaffected. 

Nonsuitable 

The  proposed  2,150  acre  vegetative  manipulation  would  be  implemented.   Range 
condition  would  improve  on  1,050  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,100  acres 
going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvemenr  of 
range  condition  on  2,150  acres. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  10,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse 
impacts  would  be  loss  of  entry  to  energy  and  minerals.   On  the  49,911  acres 
designated  nonsuitable,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of 
wilderness  values  from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some 
of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating 
stipulations  in  approved  Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity  ~ 

On  the  10,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected.   On  the  49,911  acres  designated  nonsuitable,  all  present  uses  would 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  10,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  is  expected.   On  the  49,911  acres  designared 
nonsuitable,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an 
irreversible  commitment  of  wilderness  values. 
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ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  the  entire  60,211  acres  of  the  South 
Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the 
area  to  vehicles,  eliminating  approximately  300  visitor  hours  annually  and 
closing  19  miles  of  ways.   All  existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate 
naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized  recreation  would 
not  disappear  as  quickly. 

Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there 
would  be  no  impact  to  naturalness  from  these  activities  except  on  the  valid 
discoveries.   Naturalness  would  be  impaired  from  the  projected  development  of 
a  500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  three  10  acre 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  and  associated  nine  miles  of  powerline 
and  one  mile  of  access  road  in  the  Red  Butte  District;  a  1,200  acre  (1,000 
acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access 
road  and  powerline  in  the  Bliss  Canyon  zone;  a  500  acres  (200  acres  in  WSA) 
open  pit  base-precious  mine  and  associated  one  mile  of  access  road  and 
powerline  in  the  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone;  and  a  500  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA) 
open  pit  base-precious  mine  and  associated  four  miles  of  access  roads  and 
powerlines  in  the  Trout  Creek  zone. 

A  total  of  1,630  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy 
and  mineral  activity. 

By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation,  2,150  acres  would  remain  in 
its  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  300  visitor  hours  annually  of  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  enhance  opportunities  for 
solitude.   There  would  be  scattered  impairment  in  the  vicinity  of  projected 
valid  discoveries,  approximately  27,000  acres,  if  one  ventures  close  to  them 
and  encounters  the  sights  and  sounds  of  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity,  except  for 
valid  discoveries  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  certainly  enhance  any 
recreation  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  scenic  Hobo,  Bliss,  Alaska  and  McGili  Canyons 
and  majestic  King  Lear  Peak  would  benefit  from  the  added  protection  of 
wilderness  designation  by  eleminating  the  sights  and  sounds  of  these 
activities  and  would  be  guaranteed  long-term  protection. 
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Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation, 
especially  in  scenic  Hobo,  Bliss,  Alaska  and  McGill  Canyons  and  the  panoramic 
view  of  the  Black.  Rock  Desert  from  King  Lear  Peak  would  be  retained  over  the 
long-term.   These  values  would  be  impaired  on  the  1,630  acres  of  projected 
valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  300  visitor  hours  would  be 
eliminated  from  the  WSA  annually.   This  use  was  projected  to  reach  660  hours 
in  the  foreseeable  future,  an  increase  of  120%.   Public  lands  that  offer 
similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  use  of  300  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of  660 
hours  would  be  foregone  annually.  This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other 
nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  not  be  allowed  nor  would  any  oil  and 
gas  exploration  opportunities  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  four  large  open  pit 
base-precious  mines  and  three  small  underground  base-precious  metal  mines  in 
the  Red  Butte  district,  Bliss  Canyon,  Christiorsson  Canyon  and  Trout  Creek 
zoaes.   Other  projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone.   The  projected  development  of  four  large  open 
pit  base-precious  metal  or  three  small  underground  base-precious  metal  mines 
would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  2,150  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  all  herbivore  users.   There  would  be  no  improvement  in 
range  condition. 
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Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  20,094  acres  would  be  recommended 
suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  40,117  acres  recommended  nonsuitable, 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
three  miles  of  ways  and  eliminate  30  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action 
would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  these  ways  would  be  allowed  to 
rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonraotorized 
recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly.   An  additional  benefit  to 
naturalness  would  be  the  closure  to  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 
However,  in  the  areas  of  valid  discoveries,  naturalness  would  be  impaired  on 
1,200  acres  (400  acres  in  the  suitable  portion)  from  a  projected  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerlines  in 
the  Bliss  Canyon  zone. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Four  miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair 
naturalness  on  9,000  acres  (15%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  13,000  acres  (21% 
of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   These  ways  would  be 
located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  690  acres. 
Projected  development  of  a  500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal 
mine  and  associated  nine  miles  of  powerline  and  one  mile  of  access  road  would 
be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   A  500  acre 
(200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile 
access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
Christiorsson  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  mile  access  road  and  powerline 
would  be  developed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Trout  Creek  zone.   Three 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  with  associated  one  mile  of  access 
roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  disturbing  30  acres  would  be  allowed  in 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   Base-precious  metal  and 
barite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  seven  miles  of  drill 
roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  be  allowed  in  the 
following  areas:   Red  Butte  District  (15  acres  disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone 
(5  acres),  Big  Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres),  and  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone  (10 
acres).   Two  additional  county  gravel  pits  and  one  mile  of  access  roads, 
disturbing  20  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 
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Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  approximately  35 
acres.   Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads 
disturbing  35  acres  could  be  allowed  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

A  total  of  725  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

Approximately  2,150  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  occur 
causing  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness  from  the  conversion  of 
dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  30  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  effect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activity.   The  projected  activity  on  the 
1,200  acres  of  valid  discoveries  would  result  in  the  impairment  of  680  acres 
of  solitude  within  the  recommended  portion  in  the  Bliss  Canyon  zone. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  certainly 
contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the  area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity 
where  such  activities  occur.   Approximately  12,300  acres  of  solitude  would  be 
impaired.   Implementing  the  2,150  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would 
disrupt  the  solitude  in  the  short-term  while  being  accomplished. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA.   The  exception  would 
be  in  the  vicinity  of  the  valid  discoveries.   The  activity  associated  with  the 
projected  development  would  impair  the  recreational  opportunities  on  those 
areas. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  and  projected  vegetative  manipulation  would 
obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  scenic  McGill,  Alaska  Bliss  and  Hobo  Canyons 
and  inspiring  Navajo  and  King  Lear  Peaks,  are  within  the  portion  recommended 
suitable.   This  would  insure  their  continued  preservation.   Wilderness 
designation  would  help  to  curb  any  currently  unforeseen  surface-disturbing 
activities  that  would  threaten  these  special  features.   There  are  no  prominent 
features  in  the  nonsuitable  area 
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Conclusion. 

The  result  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  high  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically 
McGill  Canyon  and  Navajo  Peak.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude 
and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout  the 
suitable  portion. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  13,728  acres  from  ORV  use, 
projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative  manipulation. 

Impacts  On  Recreation  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 



Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  ORV  use,  2,000  acres  of 
accessible  land.   Current  recreational  visitor  use  of  30  visitor  hours  (10%  of 
total  WSA  visitor  use)  and  projected  future  use  of  60  hours  (100%  increase) 
would  be  eliminated  annually  from  this  portion.   Public  lands  that  offer 
similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are  capable  of  absorbing 
the  increases  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  270  visitor  hours  to  660  hours  annually,  as  projected.   This 
additional  use  would  take  place  along  the  four  miles  of  ways  that  would  be 
made. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  30  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
60  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  to 
660  visitor  hours  annually,  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  geothermal  exploration  or  development  is  projected,  nor  is  any  oil  and  gas 
exploration  or  development  expected  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  as  would  oil  and  gas 
exploration  opportunities  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases  along  the  west  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 
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Conclusion. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  projected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed 
in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Development. 

Suitable. 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  one  large  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mine  partially  within  the  suitable  portion  in  the  Bliss 
Canyon  zone.   Other  projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral 
exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal,  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration,  development  of 
three  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  and  three  small  underground 
base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the 
Red  Butte  district,  Bliss  Canyon,  Christiorsson  Canyon  and  Trout  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion.   The  projected 
development  of  one  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  located  partially 
within  the  suitable  portion,  would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid 
discoveries . 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and 
development  of  three  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mines  and  three  small 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Impact  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

No  range  improvement  actions  are  projected  for  this  area.   Range  condition 
would  be  unaffected. 

Nonsuitable. 

The  2,150  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented.   Range 
condition  would  improve  on  1,050  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,100  acres 
going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  2,150  acres. 
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NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  on  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative,  the  entire  60,211  acres  of  the  South 
Jackson  Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Naturalness . 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  300 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  about  600  visitor 
hours  annually.   Approximately  19  miles  of  ways  would  remain  open  to  use. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  1,710  acres. 
Projected  development  of  a  500  acre  (300  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  precious  metal 
mine  and  associated  nine  miles  of  powerline  and  one  mile  of  access  road  would 
be  developed  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   A  1,200  acre 
(1,000  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile 
access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  west  side  of  the  Bliss 
Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (200  acres  in  WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine 
and  associated  one  mile  access  road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  Christiorsson  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acres  in 
WSA)  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mine  and  associated  four  miles  of  access 
road  and  powerline  would  be  developed  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Trout 
Creek,  zone.   Three  underground  base-precious  metal  mines  with  associated  one 
mile  of  access  roads,  waste  dumps  and  staging  areas  disturbing  30  acres  would 
be  allowed  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Red  Butte  District.   Base-precious 
metal  and  barite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  13  miles  of 
drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  be  allowed  in  the 
following  areas:   Red  Butte  District  (15  acre  disturbance),  Bull  Creek  zone  (5 
acres),  King  Lear  Peak  zone  (5  acres),  Big  Cedar  Creek  zone  (10  acres),  McGill 
Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  Bliss  Canyon  zone  (10  acres)  and  Christiorsson  Canyon 
zone  (10  acres).   Two  additional  county  gravel  pits  and  one  mile  of  access 
roads,  disturbing  20  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
and  development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  approximately 
35  acres.   Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads 
disturbing  35  acres  would  be  allowed  on  the  west  and  southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

A  2,150  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  be  allowed  which 
would  cause  a  noticeable  impairment  in  the  naturalness  due  to  the  conversion 
of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  300  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
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development  would  disturb  the  area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
occurrence  and  only  during  periods  of  operation.   Approximately  12,042  acres 
of  solitude  would  be  impaired.   If  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is 
accomplished  by  mechanical  means,  there  would  be  a  short-lived  local 
impairment  to  solitude  from  this  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Navajo  and  King  Lear  Peaks,  scenic  Hobo, 
Bliss,  Alaska  and  McGill  Canyons,  would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from 
wilderness  designation.   Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and 
mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation,  not  all  the  activity  would  occur 
within  the  areas  that  these  special  features  occur  in.   Overall,  a  majority  of 
these  features  would  remain  unaffected. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  15,158  acres  within  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation.   Obviously,  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA 
where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation,  energy  and  mineral 
activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  increase 
from  the  current  300  visitor  hours  annually  to  660  hours  in  the  foreseeable 
future.   This  increase  of  120%  is  the  projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although 
vehicles  can  travel  over  19,000  acres  (32%  of  WSA),  most  of  the  use  is 
expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  on  the  six  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  change  in  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  120% 
(from  the  present  300  visitor  hours  to  660  hours  annually)  is  projected  for 
the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  as  would  oil  and  gas 
exploration  opportunities  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases  along  the  west  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  the 
development  of  four  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  and  three  small 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  in  the  Red  Butte 
district,  Bliss  Canyon,  Christiorsson  Canyon  and  Trout  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  the 
development  of  four  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  and  three  small 
underground  base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed. 

Impact  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  2,150  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  1,050  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,100 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  to 
range  condition  on  2,150  acres. 


NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  (606) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action  the  entire  26,457  acres  of  the  North  Jackson 
Mountains  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  60 
visit-or  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  150  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  five  miles  of  projected  ways  would  affect 
the  naturalness  on  5,000  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use  and 
9,000  acres  (34%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes.   Most  of  the  existing  ways  are  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans,  as 
would  be  the  projected  ways  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  855  acres. 
Projected  development  of  a  500  acre  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and 
associated  two  miles  of  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  southern  edge  of  the 
New  Years  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA)  base-precious  metal  open 
pit  mine  and  associated  four  miles  of  access  roads  and  powerline  would  be 
allowed  in  the  southern  tip  of  the  Jackson  Creek  District.   A  200  acre 
expansion  of  the  Iron  King  and  Red  Bird  iron  mines  and  associated  two  miles  of 
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access  roads  and  powerline  would  be  allowed  in  the  west  side  of  the  Jackson 
Creek  District. 

Base-precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  five  miles 
of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  could  be  allowed  in 
the  following  areas:   Jackson  Creek  District  (5  acres  disturbance),  New  Years 
Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  Happy  Creek  zone,  including  barite  (15  acres),  Deer 
Creek  Peak  zone  (15  acres).   Expansion  of  existing  county  gravel  pits  (5 
acres)  and  one  additional  county  gravel  pit  (10  acres)  and  \   mile  access  road 
would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  15  acres. 
Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country 
travel,  small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  15  acres 
on  the  west  and  northeast  side  of  the  WSA. 

A  total  of  870  acres  of  naturalness  would  be  impaired  by  projected  energy  and 
mineral  activity. 

A  4,490  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  resulting  in 
a  noticeable  impairment  in  the  naturalness  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense 
sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on 
approximately  8,930  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities.   If  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation  is  accomplished  by  mechanical  means,  there 
would  be  a  short-lived  local  impairment  to  solitude  from  this  activity. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Deer  and  Parrot  Peaks  and  scenic  New  Years 
Canyon,  would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation. 
Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation,  most  of  the  projected  activity  would  occur  on  the 
fans  and  fringes  of  the  WSA,  away  from  the  special  features  resulting  in 
negligible  impact  to  the  features. 
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Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  9,630  acres  would  be  impaired  by 
continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  the  proposed 
vegetative  manipulation.   Obviously,  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  the 
terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral  activity 
which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  vehicles.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  60  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  130 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  116%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  5,000  acres 
(19%  of  WSA),  most  use  is  expected  to  be  along  existing  ways  and  the  five 
miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  116% 
(from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  to  130  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  as  would  oil  and  gas 
exploration  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases  along  the  west  and  northeast  side 
of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  the 
development  of  three  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed 
on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Jackson  Creek  district  and  New  Years  Canyon 
zone.   Projected  development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  also  be  allowed  on 
the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  the 
development  of  three  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mines  and  two  small 
gravel  pits  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  4,490  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  could  occur  as  proposed. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  2,490  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  2,000 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 
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Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  of 
range  condition  on  4,490  acres. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 


ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  26,457  acres  of  the  North 
Jackson  Mountains  WSA  is  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  60  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation. 

Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy  and  mineral  activity,  there 
would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these  activities  except  on  the 
valid  discoveries.   Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  the  development  of 
a  500  acre  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and  associated  two  miles  of 
access  roads  and  powerline  in  New  Years  Canyon  zone;  a  500  acre  (100  acres  in 
WSA)  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and  associated  four  miles  of  access 
roads  and  powerline  and  a  200  acre  expansion  of  the  Iron  King  and  Red  Bird 
iron  mines  and  associated  two  miles  of  access  roads  and  powerline  in  the 
Jackson  Creek  District. 

By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation,  4,490  acres  would  remain  in 
its  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 
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Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation  would  enhance  opportunities  for  solitude.   There  would  be 
localized  impairment,  primarily  the  sights  and  sounds  of  surface  disturbance, 
in  the  areas  of  projected  valid  discoveries  if  one  ventures  close  to  thera. 
Approximately  9,360  acres  would  be  impaired. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  activity,  except  for 
valid  discoveries,  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  certainly  enhance  any 
recreation  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Deer  and  Parrot  Peaks  and  scenic  New  Years 
and  Mary  Sloan  Canyons,  would  benefit  from  added  protection  of  wilderness 
designation  and  would  be  guaranteed  long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  especially  in  scenic  New  Years  and  Mary 
Sloan  Canyons  and  Deer  and  Parrot  Peaks.   These  values  would  be  impaired  on 
the  800  acres  of  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  and  projected 
future  use  of  130  hours  (116%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  from  the  WSA 
annually.   Public  lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for 
recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  60  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
130  hours  (116%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  as  would  oil 
and  gas  exploration  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone. 
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Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments . 

Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow  development  of  three  large  open  pit 
base-precious  metal  mines  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Jackson  Creek 
district  and  New  Years  Canyon  zone.   Projected  base-precious  metal, 
nonmetallic  mineral  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would 
be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  be  foregone. 
The  projected  development  of  three  large  open  pit  base-precious  metal  mines, 
would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  4,490  acre  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  all  herbaceous  users.   There  would  be  no  improvement  in 
range  condition. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under  wilderness 
designation. 


WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  11,100  acres  of  the  North  Jackson 
Mountains  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
15,357  acres  would  be  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.  However,  since 
there  is  no  ORV  accessible  lands  in  the  suitable  portion,  there  would  be  no 
enhancement  to  naturalness. 

An  additional  benefit  to  naturalness  would  be  the  closure  to  projected  energy 
and  mineral  activity. 

The  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  would  remain  in  its  natural  state  on  1,600  acres 
proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  not  occur,  thereby  enhancing 
naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Five  miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair 
naturalness  on  5,000  acres  (19%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  9,000  acres  (34% 
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of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be  located 
low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  835  acres. 
Projected  development  of  a  500  acre  base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and 
associated  two  miles  of  access  roads  and  powerline  would  occur  in  the  southern 
edge  of  the  New  Years  Canyon  zone.   A  500  acre  (100  acres  in  WSA) 
base-precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and  associated  four  miles  of  access  roads 
and  powerline  would  be  allowed  in  the  southern  tip  of  the  Jackson  Creek 
District.   A  200  acre  expansion  of  the  Iron  King  and  Red  Bird  iron  mines  and 
associated  two  miles  of  access  roads  and  powerline  would  be  allowed  in  the 
west  side  of  the  Jackson  Creek  District. 

Base-precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  drill 
roads,  four  miles  of  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  could  be  allowed 
in  the  following  areas:   Jackson  Creek  District  (5  acres  disturbance),  New 
Years  Canyon  zone  (5  acres),  Deer  Creek  Peak  zone  (10  acres).   Expansion  of 
existing  county  gravel  pits  (5  acres)  and  one  additional  county  gravel  pit  and 
k   mile  of  access  road  (10  acres)  would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the 
WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  40  acres.   Projected 
geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel, 
small  drill  sites  and  one  mile  of  access  roads  disturbing  10  acres  would  be 
allowed  on  the  west  side  of  the  WSA. 

Approximately  2,890  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  occur 
causing  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the  naturalness  from  conversion  of  dense 
sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

Since  no  0RV  use  was  eliminated,  there  would  be  no  change  in  the  level  of 
solitude  from  what  is  presently  experienced.   The  elimination  of  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  activities  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  within  the  WSA.   Eliminating  1,600  acres  proposed 
for  vegetative  manipulation  would  have  a  positive  affect  on  solitude  by  the 
lack  of  traces  of  man  in  the  area. 

Solitude  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in 
impairment  to  the  values  of  solitude.   The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support 
vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the  area's 
solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur.   Implementing 
the  2,890  acre  vegetative  manipulation  would  disrupt  the  solitude  in  the 
short-term  while  being  accomplished. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsui table  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously  decrease  the 
opportunities  for  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  include  Parrot  Peak  and  scenic  Mike  0' Brian 
and  Mary  Sloan  Canyons,  are  all  within  the  recommended  suitable  portion.   This 
would  ensure  their  continued  preservation.   Wilderness  designation  would  help 
curb  any  currently  unforeseen  surface-disturbing  activity  that  would  threaten 
the  special  features.   There  are  no  prominent  known  features  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically 
Parrot  Peak  and  scenic  Mike  0' Brian  and  Mary  Sloan  Canyons.   The  opportunities 
for  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be 
preserved  throughout  the  suitable  portion. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  7,678  acres  from 
ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  over  the  long-term. 

Impacts  On  Recreation  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  not  remove  any  ORV 
accessible  land  from  recreational  vehicle  use  or  eliminate  any  visitor  hours. 

There  is  no  visitor  use,  current  or  projected,  in  this  portion. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  60  visitor  hours  annually  to  130  hours,  as  projected.   This 
additional  use  would  take  place  along  the  five  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Recreational  ORV  use  would  not  be  impacted  in  the  suitable  area  due  to  lack  of 
ORV  accessible  land. 
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Recreational  ORV  use  on  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  continue  to  increase  by 
116%  (from  the  present  60  visitor  hours  to  130  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impacts. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  geothermal  exploration  or  oil  and  gas  exploration  on  existing  oil  and  gas 
leases  is  expected. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  as  would  oil  and  gas 
exploration  opportunities  on  existing  oil  and  gas  leases  along  the  west  side 
of  the  WSA. 


Conclusion. 

No  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas  exploration  is  expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  on  existing  mining  claims. 

Nonsuitable . 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  development  of  three  large  open 
pit  base-precious  metal  mines  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in 
the  Jackson  Creek  district  and  New  Years  Canyon  zone.   The  projected 
development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  be  allowed  on  the  west  side  of  the 
WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration,  development  of  three  large 
base-precious  metal  mines  and  development  of  two  small  gravel  pits  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

Approximately  1,600  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users  and  a  chance  to  improve  range  condition. 
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Nonsultable. 

Approximately  2,890  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented. 
Range  condition  would  improve  on  1,590  acres  going  to  fair  condition  and  1,300 
acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  1,600  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 


BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  (620) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Alternative  174,300  acres  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  are 
recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  145,294  acres  are 
nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  the  use  of  three  miles  of 
way,  eliminating  700  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  result  in  a 
benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  four  miles  of  way  would  slowly  rehabilitate 
naturally.   They  could  be  used  as  a  trail  for  nonmotorized  recreation. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  affected  by  continued  use 
of  existing  ways  plus  eight  miles  of  projected  ways.   The  new  ways  would 
affect  the  naturalness  on  500  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA)  when  the  way  is  not 
in  use  and  20,000  acres  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  12  5  acres.   Projected  base-precious 
metal  exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  one  mile  of  drill 
roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in 
the  Pinto  Mountain  zone,  five  acres  in  the  Paiute  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in 
the  Elephant  Mountains  zone.   Five  clay  pits  and  four  miles  of  associated 
access  roads  would  be  allowed,  disturbing  60  acres  along  the  northwest  and 
east  side  of  the  WSA.   Lithium  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel, 
small  drill  pads  and  five  miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  50  acres  along 
the  southern,  northwest  and  northeast  sides  of  the  WSA. 
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Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  would  impact 
the  natural  character  on  185  acres.   Projected  activity  consists  of  one  20 
megawatt  geothermal  powerplant  and  12  mile  powerline  with  associated  well 
pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipelines  and  powerplant  structures  would 
disturb  60  acres  at  the  Pinto  Hot  Spring  KGRA,  along  the  northwest  side  of 
WSA.   One  five  megawatt  geothermal  well  head  generator  and  associated  one  mile 
of  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10  acres  would  be  allowed  at 
McFarlanes  Hot  Spring,  on  the  southeast  side  of  WSA.   Projected  geothermal 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  four 
miles  of  access  roads  would  disturb  40  acres  along  the  southern,  northwest  and 
northeast  sides  of  the  WSA.   Oil  and  gas  geophysical  lines  up  to  25  miles  long 
disturbing  50  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  southern,  northwest  and 
northeast  sides  of  the  WSA.   One  25  acre  oil  well  pad  and  associated  five 
miles  of  access  roads  would  be  allowed  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  700  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  as  would  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  activity.   The  absence  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  these  activities 
would  greatly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  in  this  immense  desert. 

Solitude  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

Current  ORV  use  would  detract  little  from  the  feeling  of  solitude  since  it 
doesn't  all  occur  at  once  and  also  because  of  the  immensity  of  the  area. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  activities  would  disturb  the 
area's  solitude  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  occurrence,  affecting 
approximately  5,270  acres. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  include  nationally  important  paleontologic  and 
archaeological  resources  and  the  vast  amount  of  undisturbed  desert. 
Wilderness  designation  of  174,300  acres  would  preclude  any  unforeseen  surface 
disturbing  activities  that  could  threaten  these  features.   On  the  145,294 
acres  of  nonsuitable,  the  special  features  would  be  subject  to  impairment 
resulting  in  310  acres  disturbed  by  mineral  interests  and  less  than  1%  by  ORV 
use. 
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Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The  opportunities  for 
naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  would  be 
preserved. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  14,529  acres 
because  of  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  remove  from  recreat-ional 
vehicle  use  172,000  acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs .   Current  recreational 
visitor  use  of  700  visitor  hours  (58%  of  total  WSA  use)  and  projected  future 
use  of  1,500  hours  (114%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands 
that  offer  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are  capable  of 
absorbing  the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Nonsui table. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  use  would  continue  to  grow  from  the 
present  500  visitor  hours  annually  to  1,100  hours  (120%  increase),  as 
projected.   Most  of  the  increase  in  use  would  take  place  along  existing  ways 
and  the  eight  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  700  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
1,500  hours  (114%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable 
portion.   This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  other  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
120%  (from  the  present  500  visitor  hours  to  1,100  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  not  be  allowed  on 
existing  leases.   Projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  and  one 
small  well  pad  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  along  the  northwest  and 
southeast  side  of  the  WSA.   Projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  one  small 
well  pad  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  in  the  southern  pon-ion  of  the 
WSA. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal,  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  and  one  small  oil 
and  gas  exploration  well  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  one  oil  and  gas  well  pad  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
foregone.   No  exploration  or  development  for  metallic  minerals  is  expected. 

Nonsuitable. 

Proiected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining 
claims  in  the  Pinto  Mountain,  Paiute  Creek  and  Elephant  Mountain  zones. 

Lithium  exploration  would  be  allowed  along  the  southern,  northwest  and 
northeast  sides  of  the  WSA.   The  projected  development  of  five  small  clay  pits 
would  be  allowed  along  the  northwest  and  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  lithium  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Projected  base-precious  metals  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  five  small  clay  pits  would  be  allowed  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  174,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidab lead verse 
impacts  would  be  loss  of  entry  to  energy  and  minerals.   On  the  145  294  acres 
designated  nonsuitable,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  those 
associated  with  the  loss  of  wilderness  values  from  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful 
examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved  Notices  of  Intent  and 
Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  174,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected.   On  the  145,294  acres  designated  nonsuitable  all  present  uses 
would  continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
and  development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long  term. 
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Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  174,300  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  is  expected.   On  the  145,294  acres  designated 
nonsuitable,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an 
irreversible  commitment  of  wilderness  values. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative,  the  entire  319,594  acres  of  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  1,200  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways. 
All  existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those 
used  for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from 
energy  and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from 
these  activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude.   The  absence  of  the  sights  and  sounds  of  surface 
desturbing  activities  would  enhance  the  solitude  throughout  the  area. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  the  nationally  important  paleontologic  and 
a.rchaeologic  resources  and  the  overwhelming  vastness  of  the  WSA  which  would 
benefit  from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would 
guarantee  long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  1,200  visitor  hours  and  projected 
future  use  of  2,600  hours  (116%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This 
use  would  be  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 
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Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  1,200  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use 
of  2,600  hours  (116%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  and  development  of  two  small  geothermal 
powerplants  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases.   Projected  oil  and  gas 
exploration  and  two  oil  and  gas  well  pads  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing 
leases . 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  the  development  of  two 
small  oil  and  gas  exploration  wells  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims.   Projected  development  of  five 
small  clay  pits  would  not  be  allowed. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  five  small  clay  pits  would  be  foregone. 

WiLDERNESS  EMPHASIS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  317,734  acres  of  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  1,860 
acres  would  be  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use.   This  would  close 
eight  miles  of  ways  and  eliminate  approximately  950  visitor  hours  annually. 
This  action  would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  the  ways  would  be  allowed  to 
rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   One  mile  of  new  way  would  impair  naturalness  on 
2,500  acres  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 
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All  lands  in  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  mineral  entry  and 
mineral  leasing  however,  the  additional  100  feet  of  land  around  the  perimeter 
provides  negligible  opportunities  for  energy  and  mineral  resource 
development.   This  would  result  in  a  slight  and  insignificant  effect  on  the 
values  of  naturalness. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  950  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activities.   Opportunities  for  solitude 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  by  the  lack  of  sights  and  sounds  of  the  surface 
disturbance  activities. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy 
and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area  s  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  the  nationally  important  paleontologic  and 
archaeologic  resources  and  the  overwhelming  vastness  of  the  WSA  which  would 
benefit  from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would 
guarantee  long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude,  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  would  remove  from  recreational  vehicle  use  285  000 
acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs.   Current  recreational  visitor  use  or  950 
visitor  hours  (79%  of  total  use  in  WSA)  and  projected  future  use  of  2  100 
hours  (121%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer 


4-114 


similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  are  located  throughout  the 
region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in  use. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  250  visitor  hours  annually  to  550  hours  (120%  increase)  as 
projected.   Most  of  the  increased  use  would  be  cross-country  travel  along  the 
one  mile  of  projected  way. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  950  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
2,100  hours  (121%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable 
portion.   This  use  would  be  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
120%  (from  the  present  250  visitor  hours  to  550  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  not  be  allowed  on 
existing  leases.   Projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  and  two 
small  oil  and  gas  well  pads  would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  leases. 

Nonsuitable. 

The  100  feet  of  land  eliminated  around  the  perimeter  of  the  WSA  provides 
negligible  opportunities  for  any  energy  exploration  or  development. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  the  development  of  two 
small  oil  and  gas  exploration  wells  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion. 

The  100  feet  of  land  eliminated  from  consideration  in  the  nonsuitable  portion 
around  the  perimeter  of  the  WSA  provides  negligible  opportunities  for  any 
exploration  or  development. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

Proiected  base-precious  metals  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
would  not  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims.   Projected  development  of  five 
small  clay  pits  would  not  be  allowed. 

Nonsuitable. 

The  100  feet  of  land  eliminated  around  the  perimeter  of  the  WSA  provides 
negligible  opportunities  for  any  exploration  or  development. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  five  small  clay  pits  would  be  foregone  in 
the  suitable  portion. 

The  100  feet  of  land  eliminated  from  consideration  in  the  nonsuitable  portion 
around  the  perimeter  of  the  WSA  provides  negligible  opportunities  for  any 
exploration  or  development. 

NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

The  entire  319,594  acres  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  would  be  recommended 
nonsuitable  for  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  1,200 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  about  2,000  visitor 
hours  annually.   This  level  of  use  is  considered  heavy  for  the  district. 
Fourteen  miles  of  ways  are  projected.   These  new  ways  would  reduce  the 
naturalness  on  1,000  acres  (less  than  1%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  300,000 
when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes  and  relative  flatness  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  175  acres. 
Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel, 
one  mile  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would 
disturb  five  acres  in  the  Pinto  Mountain  zone,  five  acres  in  the  Paiute  Creek 
zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Elephant  Mountains  zone.   Five  clay  pits  and  four 
miles  of  access  roads  would  be  allowed  disturbing  60  acres  along  the  northwest 
and  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Lithium  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  pads  and 
10  miles  of  access  roads  would  be  allowed,  disturbing  100  acres  throughout  the 

WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  and  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  270  acres. 
Projected  activities  consist  of  one  20  megawatt  geothermal  powerplant  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads,  pipeline,  and  powerplant 
structures  and  12  mile  powerline  disturbing  60  acres  would  be  allowed  at  the 
Pinto  Hot  Spring  KGRA,  northwest  side  of  WSA.   One  five  megawatt  well  head 
generator  and  associated  one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  disturbing  10 
acres  would  be  allowed  at  McFarlanes  Hot  Springs,  southeast  side  of  WSA. 

Geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  five  miles  of  access  roads  disturbing  50  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the 
west  and  east  side  of  the  WSA.   Oil  and  gas  geophysical  lines  up  to  45  miles 
long  disturbing  100  acres  would  be  allowed  throughout  the  WSA.   Two  oil  well 
pads  and  associated  10  miles  of  access  roads  would  be  allowed  in  the  northern 
and  southern  portion  of  the  WSA  and  would  disturb  50  acres  total. 
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Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  1,200  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  because  of  the  immensity  of  the  WSA  and  the  fact 
that  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on 
approximately  9,690  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  the  nationally  important  paleontologic  and 
archaeologic  resources  and  the  overwhelming  vastness  of  the  WSA  which  would 
nor  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation.   Though  the  WSA 
would  be  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  development  activity,  limited  activity 
is  projected  within  the  areas  of  these  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  36,198  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  1,200  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach 
2,600  hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  116*  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  more  than  90%  of  the  WSA  is  accessible 
to  ORV  use,  most  use  is  expected  to  occur  along  the  existing  ways  and  14  miles 
of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  116% 
(from  the  present  1,200  visitor  hours  to  2,600  hours  annually)  is  projected 
for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Proiec^ed  geothermal  exploration,  along  the  east  and  west  side,  and 
development  of  two  small  geothermal  powerplants  in  the  northwest  and  southwest 
portion  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases.   Projected  oil  and  gas 
exploration  throughout  the  WSA  and  drilling  of  two  oil  and  gas  wells  in  the 
northern  and  southern  portion  would  be  allowed  on  existing  leases. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  the  development  of  two 
small  oil  and  gas  exploration  wells  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining 
claims  in  the  Pinto  Mountain,  Paiute  Creek  and  Elephant  Mountain  zones. 
Projected  lithium  mineral  exploration  would  be  allowed  throughout  the  WSA. 
Projected  development  of  five  small  clay  pits  would  be  allowed  along  the 
northwest  and  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  (lithium)  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  five  small  clay  pits  would  be  allowed. 


PAHUTE  PEAK  (621) 

PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

This  alternative  is  the  same  as  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative.   The 
Proposed  Action  recommends  25,200  acres  suitable  for  wilderness  designation 
and  32,329  acres  as  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  the  use  of  four 
miles  of  way,  eliminating  40  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  result 
in  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  four  miles  of  way  would  slowly 
rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly. 

An  additional  benefit  to  naturalness  would  be  the  closure  to  projected  energy 
and  mineral  activity.   However,  in  the  areas  of  valid  discoveries,  the 
projected  development  of  a  300  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and 
associated  one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone 
would  impair  the  naturalness  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  would  remain  in  its  natural  state  on  320  acres 
proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  not  occur,  thereby  enhancing 
the  naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Five  miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair 
naturalness  on  6,000  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  15,000  acres  (22% 
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of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  the  creation  of  dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be 
located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  five  acres.   Projected  precious  metal 
exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  1\   miles  of  drill  roads, 
drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the 
Pidgeon  Spring  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  20  acres.   Projected  oil  and  gas  and 
geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  h   mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing  20  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the 
east  side  of  WSA.   Development  of  high  potential  geothermal  resources  is 
currently  precluded  along  the  west  side  of  the  WSA  due  to  the  Applegate-Lassen 
Trail  Viewshed. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  40  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  effect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  and  development  activity.   The  absence  of  the  sights  and 
sounds  of  these  surface  disturbing  activities  would  enhance  the  opportunities 
for  solitude.   Projected  activity  on  the  valid  discoveries  would  result  in  the 
impairment  of  solitude  in  the  area  around  the  Pidgeon  Spring  zone. 
Eliminating  the  320  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  by  the  lack  of  traces  of  man  in  the  area. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of 
the  area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  majestic  Big  Mountain  and  Indian  Creek  and 
the  viewshed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  are  all  within  the  portion 
recommended  suitable.   This  would  insure  their  continued  preservation. 
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Wilderness  designation  would  help  to  curb  any  currently  unforeseen 
surface-disturbing  activities  that  would  threaten  these  special  features. 
There  are  no  unique  features  in  the  nonsuitable. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  high  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA.   The 
opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout  the  suitable  area. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  2,361  acres  from 
ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  remove  from  recreational 
vehicle  use  3,000  acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs.   Current  recreational  use 

t  V^\l°V   h°UrS  (1°%  °f  total  USe  for  WSA>  and  Projected  future  use  of  90 

hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually.   Public  lands  that  offer 
similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are  capable  of  absorbing 
the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  increase 

from  the  present  360  visitor  hours  annually  to  800  hours  (122%  increase)  as 

projected.   Most  of  the  increase  in  use  would  take  place  along  the  existing 
ways  and  on  the  five  miles  of  new  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  40  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
90  hours  (125*  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be  easily 
absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

™hL°°n8Uitable  portion>  ^creational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
122*  (from  the  present  360  visitor  hours  to  880  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  change. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  geothermal  exploration  or  development  is  allowed  as  all  10  000  acres  of 
high  potential  are  located  within  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed  where 
development  is  currently  precluded.   No  exploration  or  development  is  expected 
tor  oil  and  gas  resources  on  existing  leases. 
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Nonsuitable. 

No  geothermal  exploration  or  development  is  allowed  on  the  high  potential  area 
as  9,000  of  these  acres  are  located  within  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail 
Viewshed.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  would  be  allowed  along  the  east 
side  of  the  WSA  outside  the  Viewshed.   Projected  exploration  for  oil  and  gas 
would  also  be  allowed  on  existing  leases  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA 
outside  the  Viewshed. 

Conclusion. 

No  energy  development  is  allowed  in  the  suitable  portion  due  to  the  current 
restrictions  under  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed  designation. 

Projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be 
allowed  in  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  not  be  allowed.   Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow 
the  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  on  existing  mining 
claims  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone,  which  would  lie  partially  within  the 
suitable  portion. 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  in  the  Pidgeon  Spring  zone 
and  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  mining  claims  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone,  which  would  lie  partially 
within  the  nonsuitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  foregone  in  the  suitable  portion.   The  projected 
development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  partially  within  the 
suitable,  would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid  discoveries. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  exploration  and  the  development  of  one  large 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine  partially  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would 
be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 
Suitable. 

Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users  and  the  chance  to  improve  range 
condition. 
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Nonsui table. 

No  range  improvement  projects  are  planned  for  the  nonsui table  portion. 
Conclusion. 

Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  25,200  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse 
impacts  would  be  loss  of  entry  to  minerals.   On  the  32,329  acres  designa^ed 
nonsuitable,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness 
values  from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  ^hese 
impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulaMons  in 
approved  Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  andEnhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  25,200  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected,  except  in  areas  of  valid  discoveries.   On  the  32,329  acres 
designated  nonsuitable,  all  present  uses  would  continue.   Motorized  recreation 
use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  reduce  wilderness 
values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 


On  the  25,200  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  is  expected,  except  in  those  areas  of  valid 
discoveries.   On  the  32,329  acres  designated  nonsuitable,  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible  commitment  of 
wilderness  values. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  57,529  of  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA 
^would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  400  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except-  Miose  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities,  except  on  the  valid  discoveries  where  the  projected  development  of 
a  3U0  acre  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  and  associated  one  mile  of  road  and 
powerlme  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone  would  impair  the  natural  character 


4-122 


By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project,  320  acres  would 
remain  in  the  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative 
manipulation  would  have  a  positive  affect  on  solitude.   There  would  be 
localized  impairment,  primarily  sights  and  sounds  of  surface  disturbance,  in 
the  Copper  Canyon  area  of  the  valid  discoveries  if  one  ventures  close  to  them. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use,  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  and 
vegetative  manipulation  would  greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities, 
except  for  valid  discoveries. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Big  Mountain  and  Indian  Creek,  the  viewshed 
of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  and  the  "badland"  type  landscape,  would  benefit 
from  the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be  guaranteed 
long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term.   These  values  would  be  impaired  on  the 
area  of  valid  discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  400  visitor  hours  and  projected 
future  use  of  900  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   Public 
lands  that  offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use 
are  located  throughout  the  region  and  are  capable  of  absorbing  an  increase  in 
use. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  400  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
900  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Geothermal  exploration  and  development  is  currently  disallowed  on  19,000  acres 
located  within  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed.   Projected  geothermal 
exploration  opportunities  outside  the  Viewshed  also  would  not  be  allowed. 
Projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  not  be  allowed  on 
existing  leases. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  aad  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  outside  of  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed  would  not  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  not  be  allowed.   Projected  valid  discoveries  would  allow 
development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine  on  existing  mining 
claims  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  would  not  be  allowed.   The  projected  development  of  one  large 
open  pit  precious  metal  mine,  would  be  allowed  due  to  projected  valid 
discoveries. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  small  320  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  not  be 
permitted  which  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  to 
palatable  forage  for  all  herbivorous  users.   There  would  be  no  improvement  in 
range  condition. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  320  acres  proposed  for  manipulation  would  not  be  permitted  under 
wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 


NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  57,529  acres  of  the  Pahute  Peak 
WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  400 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  900  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  seven  miles  of  projected  way  would  affect 
the  naturalness  on  8,000  acres  (14%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use,  and 
18,000  acres  (31%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes.   Most  of  the  existing  ways  are  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans,  as 
would  be  the  projected  ways,  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  320  acres. 
Projected  development  of  a  300  acre  precious  metal  open  pit  mine  and 
associated  one  mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  in  the  southern  edge  of 
Copper  Canyon  zone.   Base-precious  metal  exploration  would  be  allowed 
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consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  five  miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads, 
dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres  in  the  Copper  Canyon  zone, 
five  acres  in  the  Pahute  Peak  zone  (including  fluorite),  five  acres  in  the 
Clapper  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Pidgeon  Spring  zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  naturalness  on  approximately  20 
acres.   Projected  oil  and  gas  and  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  roads,  disturbing 
20  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  east  side  of  WSA.   High  potential 
geothermal  resources  is  currently  precluded  from  development  along  the  west 
side  of  WSA  due  to  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed,  "No  Surface  Occupancy" 
stipulation. 

A  320  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  occur  in  the 
northern  end  of  the  WSA  causing  a  noticeable  impairment  in  naturalness  due  to 
the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  400  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  from  the  current 
level  of  solitude  due  to  the  sights  and  sounds  of  vehicle  traffic. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on 
approximately  682  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Big  Mountain,  Indian  Creek  and  the  "badland" 
type  landscape,  would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness 
designation.   Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral 
activity  and  vegetative  manipulation,  little  surface  disturbing  activity  is  - 
projected  within  the  areas  that  these  special  features  occur  in. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  6,000  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  the 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation.   However,  there  are  areas  within  the  WSA 
where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 
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Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  400  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  900 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  125%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  17,000  acres 
(30%  of  WSA)  most  use  is  expected  to  occur  along  existing  ways  and  seven  miles 
of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  125% 
(from  the  present  400  visitor  hours  to  900  hours  annually)  is  projected  for 
the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Energy  development  is  currently  precluded  on  19,000  acres  located  within  the 
Applegate-Lassen  Trail  Viewshed.   Projected  geothermal  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA,  outside  the 
Viewshed.   Projected  oil  and  gas  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  on 
existing  leases  outside  the  Viewshed,  along  the  east  side  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Outside  of  the  Viewshed  area,  projected  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  exploration 
opportunities  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine 
would  be  allowed  on  existing  mining  claims  in  the  Copper  Canyon  and  Pidgeon 
Spring  zones. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  base-precious  metal  and  nonmetallic  mineral  exploration 
opportunities  and  the  development  of  one  large  open  pit  precious  metal  mine 
would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  occur.   Range  condition 
would  improve  and  320  acres  would  be  improved  to  good  to  excellent  condition. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition  on  320  acres. 
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NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  (622) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (No  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Proposed  Action,  the  entire  30,791  acres  of  the  North  Black  Rock 
Range  WSA  are  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  100 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  250  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  four  miles  of  projected  ways  would  affect 
the  naturalness  on  7,000  acres  (23%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use,  and 
9,000  acres  (29%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes.   Most  of  the  existing  ways  are  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans,  as 
would  be  the  projected  ways,  and  would  be  visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  10  acres. 
Projected  precious  metal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  three 
miles  of  drill  roads,  drill  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb 
five  acres  in  the  Colman  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Slumgullion  Creek 
zone. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  and 
development  would  impair  the  naturalness  on  approximately  15  acres.   Projected 
activities  consisting  of  a  five  megawatt  geothermal  wellhead  generator  with 
associated  well  pads,  one  mile  of  access  roads  and  powerline  disturbing  10 
acres  would  be  allowed  in  southern  tip  of  Colman  Creek  zone.   Projected 
geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites 
and  \   mile  of  access  road  disturbing  five  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the 
west  side  of  the  Colman  Creek  zone. 

A  5,870  acre  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  cause  a  noticeable 
impairment  in  the  naturalness  in  the  WSA  due  to  the  conversion  of  dense 
sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  100  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on 
approximately  425  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  consist  of  a  portion  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat 
Trout  Natural  Area,  Red  Mountain  and  Soldier  and  Coleman  Creeks.   These  areas 
would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness  designation.   Though 
the  WSA  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
vegetative  manipulation,  little  or  no  surface  disturbing  activity  is  projected 
within  the  areas  of  the  special  features. 

Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  6,237  acres  would  be  impaired  by  continued  ORV  use, 
projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  vegetative  manipulation.   However' 
there  are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized 
vehicles  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

The  proposed  action  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  use  level  of  100  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  220 
hours  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  120%  is  the  projected 
growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  vehicles  can  travel  over  9,000  acres  (29%  of 
WSA)  most  use  is  expected  to  occur  along  the  existing  ways  and  on  the  four 
miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  120% 
is  projected  for  the  foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of  the 
Colman  Creek  zone.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is 
expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  the  development  of  one 
small  geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  be  allowed. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
Colman  Creek  and  Slumgullion  Creek  zones. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed, 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  could  occur.  Range  condition 
would  improve  3,870  acres  to  fair  condition  and  2,000  acres  going  into  the 
good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

The  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project  would  result  in  an  improvement  in 
range  condition  on  5,870  acres. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

The  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness  values 
from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these  impacts 
may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in  approved 
Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

Nondesignation  of  the  WSA  would  allow  all  present  short-term  uses  to 
continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-terra. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

Energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an  irreversible 
and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource  in  all  or  part  of  this 
WSA  if  not  designated  as  wilderness. 

ALL  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  30,791  acres  of  the  North 
Black  Rock  Range  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation. 

Naturalness . 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  100  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities. 

By  not  doing  the  proposed  vegetative  manipulation,  5,870  acres  would  remain  in 
its  natural  dense  sagebrush  state. 
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Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
the  absence  of  vehicle  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
have  a  positive  affect  on  solitude  since  the  visitor  would  not  encounter  the 
sights  and  sounds  of  surface  disturbance. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  consist  of  Red  Mountain,  Coleman  and  Soldier 
Creeks  and  the  Lahontan  Trout  Natural  Area.   These  areas  would  benefit  from 
the  added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  be  guaranteed 
long-term  protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-term,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Recreational  ORV  use  of  100  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use 
of  220  hours  (120%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   Public  lands  that 
offer  similar  or  superior  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are 
capable  of  absorbing  the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  100  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
220  hours  (120%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  not  be  allowed.   No  exploration  or 
development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  development  of  one  small 
geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  be  foregone. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  not  be  allowed. 
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Conclusion. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone, 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

The  only  impact  to  the  range  program  would  be  not  permitting  the  5,870  acre 
proposed  vegetative  manipulation  project.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion 
of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to  palatable  forage  for  all  herbivorous  users. 
There  would  be  no  improvement  in  range  condition. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  5,870  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  improve. 

WILDERNESS  EMPHASIS 
Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative,  10,700  acres  of  the  North  Black 
Rock  Range  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and 
20,091  acres  recommended  nonsuitable. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  0RV  use.   This  would  close 
three  miles  of  way  and  eliminate  approximately  90  visitor  hours  annually. 
This  action  would  benefit  naturalness  as  many  of  these  ways  would  be  allowed 
to  rehabilitate  naturally  over  the  long-term.   Those  used  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  would  not  disappear  as  quickly. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion. 

The  dense  stands  of  sagebrush  would  remain  in  its  natural  state  on  1,920  acres 
proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  which  would  not  occur,  thereby  enhancing 
the  naturalness  in  that  area. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  impaired  since  the  area 
would  remain  open  to  0RV  use,  maintaining  one  mile  of  existing  way.   Four 
miles  of  projected  ways  would  impair  naturalness  on  7,000  acres  (23%  of  WSA) 
when  not  in  use  and  9,000  acres  (29%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of 
dust  plumes.   The  ways  would  be  located  low  on  the  alluvial  fans  and  would  be 
visible  from  the  mountain  slopes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activity 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  10  acres.   Projected  base  and  precious 
metal  exploration,  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  three  miles  of  drill 
roads  and  pads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  in  the 
Colman  Creek  zone  and  five  acres  in  the  Slumgullion  Creek  zone. 
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Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  energy  exploration  and  development  would 
impair  the  naturalness  on  15  acres.   Projected  activity  would  consist  of  a 
five  megawatt  geothermal  wellhead  generator  with  associated  well  pads,  one 
mile  of  access  road  and  powerline  would  disturb  10  acres  in  the  southern  tip 
of  Colman  Creek  zone. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small 
drill  sites  and  \  mile  of  access  roads  would  disturb  five  acres  along  west 
side  of  Colman  Creek  zone. 

Approximately  3,950  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  occur  in 
the  nonsuitable  portion  resulting  in  a  noticeable  impairment  to  the 
naturalness  from  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  to  non-native  species. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  90  visitor  hours  annually  would  have  a  positive  affect  on 
solitude  within  the  WSA  along  with  the  elimination  of  projected  energy  and 
mineral  exploration  activity.   Eliminating  the  1,920  acre  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  project  would  have  a  positive  affect  on  solitude  by  the  lack  of 
traces  of  man  in  the  area.   Opportunities  for  solitude  would  be  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  absence  of  these  surface  disturbing  activities. 

Solitude  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  projected  energy 
and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of  the 
area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 
Implementing  the  3,950  acre  vegetative  manipulation  would  disrupt  the  solitude 
in  the  short-term  while  being  accomplished. 

Primitive  and  Unconf ined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion) . 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
unconfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Unconf ined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion) . 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  and  vegetative  manipulation  would  obviously 
decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA,  Red  Mountain,  Coleman  Creek  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area,  are  within  the 
recommended  suitable  portion.   This  would  ensure  their  continued 
preservation.   Wilderness  designation  would  help  curb  any  currently  unforeseen 
surface  disturbing  activity  that  would  threaten  these  special  features. 
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Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  within  the  WSA,  specifically  Red 
Mountain  and  Coleman  Creek  and  the  Lahontan  Cutthroat  Trout  Natural  Area.   The 
opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  would  be  preserved  throughout  the  suitable  portion. 

On  the  nonsuitable  portion,  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined 
recreation  opportunities  would  be  reduced  on  approximately  3,013  acres  from 
ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity  and  proposed  vegetative 
manipulation  over  the  long-term. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  remove  from  recreational 
vehicle  use  1,000  acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs.   Current  recreational 
visitor  use  of  10  visitor  hours  (10%  of  total  use  in  WSA)  and  projected  future 
use  of  20  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually  from  the  WSA. 
Public  lands  that  offer  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are 
capable  of  absorbing  the  increase  with  no  impact  are  located  throughout  the 
region. 

Nonsuitable. 

There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  ORV  use  would  continue  to  grow  from 
the  present  90  visitor  hours  annually  to  200  hours  (122%  increase),  as 
projected.   Most  of  the  increased  use  would  take  place  along  the  four  miles  of 
projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  10  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
20  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
122%  (from  the  present  90  visitor  hours  to  200  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future),  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  exploration  or  development  is  projected  for  geothermal  or  oil  and  gas 
resources . 

Nonsuitable. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  the  development  of  one 
small  geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  be  allowed  along  the  west  side  of 
the  Coleman  Creek  zone.   No  exploration  or  development  is  expected  for  oil  and 
gas  resources. 
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Conclusion. 

No  energy  exploration  or  development  is  expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  and  the  development  of  one 
small  geothermal  wellhead  generator  would  be  allowed  in  the  nonsuitable 
portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 
Suitable. 

No  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected. 
Nonsuitable. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
Coleman  Creek  and  Slumgullion  Creek  zones. 

Conclusion. 

No  metallic  mineral  exploration  or  development  is  expected  in  the  suitable 
portion. 

Projected  precious  metal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Range  Condition. 

Suitable. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  proposed  for  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted.   This  would  prevent  the  conversion  of  dense  sagebrush  stands  to 
palatable  forage  for  herbaceous  users  and  a  chance  to  improve  the  range 
condition. 

Nonsuitable. 

Approximately  3,590  acres  projected  for  manipulation  would  be  implemented. 
This  action  would  improve  the  condition  on  2,369  acres  going  to  fair  condition 
and  1,221  acres  going  into  the  good  to  excellent  category. 

Conclusion. 

Approximately  1,920  acres  of  proposed  vegetative  manipulation  would  not  be 
permitted  under  wilderness  designation  and  range  condition  would  not  change. 
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NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  (827) 


PROPOSED  ACTION  (Partial  Wilderness) 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

The  Proposed  Action  recommends  8,900  acres  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little 
Humboldt  WSA  suitable  for  wilderness  designation  and  60,783  acres  nonsuitable 
for  wilderness  designation. 

The  spectacular  scenic  Humboldt  River  Gorge  and  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  and  primitive  recreation  would  be  retained. 

Naturalness  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  would  be  closed  to  ORV  use  and  the  use  of  one 
mile  of  way,  eliminating  15  visitor  hours  annually.   This  action  would  result 
in  a  slight  benefit  to  naturalness  as  the  one  mile  of  way  would  slowly 
rehabilitate  naturally.   It  would  be  used  as  a  trail  for  nonmotorized 
recreation  also. 

Closing  the  suitable  portion  to  energy  and  mineral  entry  would  do  little  to 
enhance  naturalness  since  there  is  no  projected  interest  in  these  resources  at 
this  time  in  this  portion. 

Naturalness  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

Naturalness  within  the  nonsuitable  portion  would  be  affected  by  continued  use 
of  eight  miles  of  ways  plus  three  miles  of  projected  ways  open  to  ORV  use, 
preventing  any  natural  revegetation.   The  projected  three  miles  of  way  would 
affect  naturalness  on  3,000  acres  (4%  of  WSA)  when  not  in  use  and  7,000  acres 
(10%  of  WSA)  when  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust  plumes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  natural  character  on  five  acres.   Projected  zeolite 
exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  drill  pads,  one  mile  of  access 
roads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  would  disturb  five  acres  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  activities 
would  impair  the  naturalness  on  five  acres.   Projected  geothermal  exploration 
consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access 
roads  disturbing  five  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  southern  edge  of  the 
WSA. 

Solitude  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  15  visitor  hours  annually  of  ORV  use  would  have  a  minor 
positive  affect  on  solitude  within  the  WSA  due  to  the  absence  of  traffic.   The 
elimination  of  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  activity  would  have  a 
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positive  affect  on  solitude  since  the  visitor  would  not  encounter  the  sights 
and  sounds  of  these  activities. 

Solitude  (Nonsui table  Portion) . 

The  nonsuitable  portion  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use  which  would  result  in  the 
impairment  to  the  value  of  solitude,  even  though  use  is  relatively  light.   The 
use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  development  would  certainly  contribute  to  the  impairment  of 
the  area's  solitude,  primarily  in  the  vicinity  where  such  activities  occur. 
Approximately  170  acres  of  solitude  would  be  impaired. 

Primitive  and  Uneonfined  Recreation  (Suitable  Portion). 

The  elimination  of  ORV  use  and  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  would  certainly  enhance  the  opportunities  for  primitive  and 
uneonfined  recreation  throughout  that  portion  of  the  WSA. 

Primitive  and  Uneonfined  Recreation  (Nonsuitable  Portion). 

The  presence  of  ORV  use,  the  continued  projected  energy  and  mineral 
exploration  and  development  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of 
primitive  and  uneonfined  recreation. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  feature  of  the  WSA  is  the  Humboldt  River  Gorge  itself  containing  a 
variety  of  wildlife  species  and  unique  vegetation  all  of  which  is  in  the 
recommended  portion  which  would  insure  their  continued  protection.   Wilderness 
designation  would  preclude  any  unforeseen  surface  disturbing  activities  that 
could  threaten  these  special  features.   There  are  no  features  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Conclusion. 

The  results  of  designating  the  suitable  portion  of  the  WSA  as  wilderness  would 
be  the  preservation  of  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  WSA,  primarily  the  Humboldt 
River  Gorge  itself.   The  opportunities  for  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive 
and  uneonfined  recreation  would  be  preserved.   On  the  nonsuitable  portion, 
naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  uneonfined  recreation  opportunities 
would  be  reduced  on  approximately  608  acres  because  of  ORV  use,  projected 
energy  and  mineral  activity. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 
Suitable. 

Wilderness  designation  of  the  suitable  portion  would  remove  from  recreational 
vehicle  use  3,000  acres  of  land  accessible  to  ORVs .   Current  recreational 
visitor  use  of  15  visitor  hours  (19%  of  total  use  in  WSA)  and  projected  future 
use  of  30  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  eliminated  annually  from  the  WSA. 
Public  lands  that  offer  similar  opportunities  for  recreational  ORV  use  and  are 
capable  of  absorbing  the  increase  are  located  throughout  the  region. 
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Nonsui table. 


There  would  be  no  change.   Recreational  use  would  continue  to  grow  from  the 
present  65  visitor  hours  annually  to  150  hours  (130%  increase),  as  projected. 
Most  of  the  increase  in  use  would  take  place  along  existing  ways  and  on  the 
three  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  15  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
30  hours  (100%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually  in  the  suitable  portion. 
This  use  would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

In  the  nonsuitable  portion,  recreational  ORV  use  is  projected  to  increase  by 
130%  (from  the  present  65  visitor  hours  to  150  hours  annually  in  the 
foreseeable  future)  as  originally  estimated.   There  would  be  no  impact. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 

No  potential  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or 
development  expected. 

Nonsuitable. 


Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas 
resources  is  expected  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 


No  energy  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or  development 
expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Suitable. 


No  metallic  or  nonmetallic  mineral  resources  have  been  identified,  nor  is  any 
exploration  or  development  expected. 

Nonsuitable. 


Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA. 


Conclusion. 


No  mineral  resources  have  been  identified  nor  is  any  exploration  or 
development  expected  in  the  suitable  portion. 
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Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  in  the 
nonsuitable  portion. 

Adverse  Impacts  Which  Cannot  Be  Avoided. 

On  the  8,900  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  only  unavoidable  adverse  impacts 
would  be  the  loss  of  mineral  entry.   On  the  60,783  acres  designated 
nonwilderness,  the  unavoidable  adverse  impacts  would  be  the  loss  of  wilderness 
values  from  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development.   Some  of  these 
impacts  may  be  reduced  by  careful  examination  and  mitigating  stipulations  in 
approved  Notices  of  Intent  and  Plans  of  Operations. 

Relationship  Between  Local  Short-Term  Uses  of  Man's  Environment  and  the 
Maintenance  and  Enhancement  of  Long-Term  Productivity 

On  the  8,900  acres  designated  wilderness,  the  wilderness  values  would  be 
protected.   On  the  60,783  acres  designated  nonwilderness,  all  present  uses 
would  continue.   Motorized  recreation  use  and  energy  and  mineral  exploration 
and  development  would  reduce  wilderness  values  over  the  long-term. 

Irreversible  and  Irretrievable  Commitments  of  Resources. 

On  the  8,900  acres  designated  wilderness,  no  irreversible  or  irretrievable 
commitments  of  wilderness  values  is  expected.   On  the  60,783  acres  designated 
nonwilderness,  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  create  an 
irreversible  and  irretrievable  commitment  of  the  wilderness  resource. 

ALL  WILDFRNFSK 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  All  Wilderness  alternative  the  entire  69,683  acres  of  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Little  Humboldt  WSA  would  be  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Naturalness . 

There  would  be  a  positive  benefit  to  naturalness  due  to  the  closure  of  the  WSA 
to  vehicles,  eliminating  80  visitor  hours  annually  and  closing  all  ways.   All 
existing  ways  would  be  allowed  to  rehabilitate  naturally,  except  those  used 
for  nonmotorized  recreation.   Since  all  lands  would  be  withdrawn  from  energy 
and  mineral  activity,  there  would  be  no  impairment  to  naturalness  from  these 
activities. 

Solitude. 

The  elimination  of  0RV  use  would  enhance  the  opportunities  for  solitude  due  to 
absence  of  traffic.   Precluding  energy  and  mineral  activity  would  have  a 
positive  affect  on  solitude  due  to  the  absence  of  noise  and  surface 
disturbance. 
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Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

Closing  the  entire  WSA  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral  activity  would 
greatly  enhance  any  recreational  opportunities. 


Special  Features. 

The  special  feature  of  the  WSA  is  the  Humboldt  River  Gorge  itself  containing  a 
variety  of  wildlife  species  and  unique  vegetation  which  would  benefit  from  the 
added  protection  of  wilderness  designation  and  would  guarantee  long-term 
protection. 

Conclusion. 

The  values  of  naturalness,  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation 
would  be  retained  over  the  long-terra,  thereby  enhancing  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

Wilderness  designation  would  close  the  entire  WSA  to  all  forms  of  recreational 
ORV  use.   Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  projected 
future  use  of  180  hours  (125%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use 
would  be  easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Conclusion. 

Current  recreational  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  and  projected  future  use  of 
180  hours  (119%  increase)  would  be  foregone  annually.   This  use  would  be 
easily  absorbed  on  other  nearby  public  lands. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone.   No 
exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas  resources  is  expected  on  existing 
leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  foregone. 
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NO  WILDERNESS 

Impacts  On  Wilderness  Values. 

Under  the  No  Wilderness  alternative,  the  entire  69,683  acres  of  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Little  Humboldt  WSA  would  be  recommended  nonsuitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Naturalness. 

The  area  would  remain  open  to  ORV  use.   Present  use  is  approximately  80 
visitor  hours  annually  which  is  projected  to  increase  to  200  annually. 
Current  use  of  existing  ways  plus  three  miles  of  projected  ways  would  affect 
the  naturalness  on  3,000  acres  (4%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  not  in  use  and 
7,000  acres  (10%  of  WSA)  when  the  ways  are  in  use  due  to  creation  of  dust 
plumes. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activities  would  impair  the  natural  character  on  five  acres. 
Projected  zeolite  exploration  consisting  of  cross-country  travel,  drill  pads, 
one  mile  of  access  roads,  dozer  trenches  and  open  cuts  disturbing  five  acres' 
along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Surface  disturbance  resulting  from  projected  energy  exploration  would  impair 
the  naturalness  on  five  acres.   Projected  geothermal  exploration  consisting  of 
cross-country  travel,  small  drill  sites  and  \   mile  of  access  road  disturbing 
five  acres  would  be  allowed  along  the  southern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Solitude. 

Current  ORV  use  of  80  visitor  hours  annually  would  detract  little  from  the 
current  use  level  of  solitude  since  all  use  doesn't  occur  at  once,  but  is 
dispersed  throughout  the  year. 

The  use  of  heavy  equipment  and  support  vehicles  associated  with  the  projected 
energy  and  mineral  exploration  and  development  would  disturb  the  area's 
solitude  in  the  immediate  and  surrounding  areas.   The  solitude  on 
approximately  170  acres  would  be  impaired  by  these  activities. 

Primitive  and  Unconfined  Recreation. 

The  presence  of  ORV  use  and  the  projected  energy  and  mineral  exploration  and 
development  activity  would  obviously  decrease  the  opportunities  of  primitive 
and  unconfined  recreation  while  these  activities  were  occurring  and  the 
visitor  encountered  them.   However,  there  would  be  periods  when  the  visitor 
could  avoid  all  activity  and  experience  these  opportunities. 

Special  Features. 

The  special  features  of  the  WSA  are  found  primarily  in  the  Humboldt  River 
Gorge  itself  which  would  not  receive  long-term  protection  from  wilderness 
designation.   Though  the  WSA  would  be  open  to  ORV  use  and  energy  and  mineral 
activity,  none  is  projected  to  occur  within  the  gorge  itself. 
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Conclusion. 

The  wilderness  values  on  approximately  2,356  acres  of  the  WSA  would  be 
impaired  by  continued  ORV  use,  projected  energy  and  mineral  activity.   There 
are  areas  within  the  WSA  where  the  terrain  would  preclude  motorized  recreation 
and  energy  and  mineral  activity  which  would  help  retain  these  values. 

Impacts  On  Recreational  Off-Road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Use. 

This  alternative  would  have  no  impacts  on  recreational  ORV  use  in  the  WSA. 
The  study  area  would  remain  open  to  ORVs.   Recreational  ORV  use  would 
continue.   The  present  level  of  80  visitor  hours  is  expected  to  reach  180 
hours  annually  in  the  foreseeable  future.   This  increase  of  125%  is  the 
projected  growth  for  the  WSA.   Although  42,000  acres  or  60%  of  the  WSA  is 
accessible  to  vehicle  travel,  most  use  is  expected  to  be  along  the  existing 
ways  and  on  the  three  miles  of  projected  ways. 

Conclusion. 

There  would  be  no  impact  on  recreational  ORV  use.   The  normal  growth  of  125% 
(from  the  present  80  visitor  hours  to  180  hours  annually)  is  projected  for  the 
foreseeable  future. 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Energy  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA.   No  exploration  or  development  for  oil  and  gas 
resources  is  expected  on  existing  leases. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  geothermal  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed 

Impacts  On  Level  of  Mineral  Resource  Developments. 

Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed  along  the 
southern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Conclusion. 

Projected  zeolite  exploration  opportunities  would  be  allowed. 
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CHAPTER  5 


LIST  OF  PREPARERS 


CHAPTER  5 
LIST  OF  PREPARERS 


Lynn  A.  Clemons  -  assisted  with  changes  made  in  Preliminary  Final  EIS.   B.S. 
(1973)  Outdoor  Recreation,  Colorado  State  University,  Fort  Collins. 

Outdoor  Recreation  Planner,  10  years  experience  with  BLM. 

Victor  C.  Dunn  -  responsible  for  the  Geology  section.   B.S.  (1969)  Geology, 
Brigham  Young  University. 

Geologist,  9  years  experience  with  BLM. 

Gerald  L.  Moritz  -  EIS  Team  Leader.   B.S.  (1973)  Agronomy  and  M.S.  (1974) 
Range,  North  Dakota  State  University. 

Supervisory  Natural  Resource  Specialist,  13  years  experience  with  BLM. 

Allesa  W.  Sparks  -  Typist,  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  Wang  word 
processor. 

Clerk  Typist,  7  years  experience  with  BLM. 


5-1 


flfl|li  IIMMII— — WW 


I II  IIIIIMIIIIIilBMIIWIP  111  IHIIMIMIIMIMIIIIHIHIIIW  "ll'H  llll'l  *  llll"! 


CHAPTER  6 


CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 


™M—"™«™a— ™"™"  niM—nr  "™HBMW 


CHAPTER  6 


CONSULTATION  AND  COORDINATION 


Consultation  Coordination  and  Public  Participation 

Consultation  and  coordination  with  Federal  agencies,  State  and  local 
governments  and  the  public  has  continued  throughout  the  entire  period  of 
preparation  of  this  document.   Federal  Register  notices  and  news  releases  have 
announced  all  steps  of  the  wilderness  process  to  date.   Additional 
coordination  with  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  of  Mines  has  taken 
place  concerning  the  inventorying  of  the  WSAs  to  determine  the  leaseable, 
locatable  and  saleable  mineral  potential. 


COORDINATION  IN  THE  REVIEW  OF  THE  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

Request  for  comments  on  the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (DEIS)  were 
made  of  the  following  interest  groups  and  agencies:   (An  asterisk  indicates 
those  who  responded.) 


CONGRESSIONAL 

Senator  Chic  Hecht 
Senator  paul  Laxalt 
Representative  Harry  Reid 
Representative  Barbara  Vucanovich 

FEDERAL  AGENCIES 

Department  of  the  Air  Force* 
Department  of  Agriculture 

Agricultural  Research  Station,  Burns,  Oregon 

Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Service 

Farmers  Home  Administration 

Forest  Service* 
Department  of  Commerce 

National  Weather  Service  Office 
Department  of  Defense 

Army  Corps  of  Engineers 
Department  of  Energy 

Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission 

Nevada  Operations  Office  Manager* 
Environmental  Protection  Agency* 
Department  of  Interior 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service* 

Bureau  of  Mines* 

Bureau  of  Reclamation* 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs* 

National  Park  Service* 
Department  of  Transportation 

Federal  Highway  Administration 
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STATE  AGENCIES 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Department  of  Human  Resources 

Department  of  Transportation 

Department  of  Wildlife 

Division  of  Forestry 

Division  of  Minerals* 

Federal  Regulation  Review  Committee 

Governor's  State  Multiple  Use  Advisory  Committee  on  Federal  Lands 

Indian  Commission 

Legislative  Counsel  Bureau 

Nevada  State  Clearinghouse — 15  copies — distributes  copies  to  state  agencies* 

Nevada  State  Department  of  Agriculture  Predatory  Animals  and  Rodent  Control 

Committee 
Nevada  State  Museum 
Office  of  the  Governor,  Nevada* 
State  of  Nevada  Grazing  Board 

LOCAL  AGENCIES 

Churchill  County  Commissioners 

Clark  County  Southern  Nevada  Museum 

Humboldt  County  Commissioners 

Humboldt  County  Extension  Office 

Humboldt  County  Planning  Commission 

Humboldt  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Lander  County  Planning  Commission 

Lovelock  Mayor 

Pershing  County  Commissioners* 

Pershing  County  Cooperative  Extension  Service 

Washoe  County  Department  of  Regional  Planning 

Washoe  County  Manager 

Winnemucca  Indian  Colony 

Winnemucca  Mayor 

UNIVERSITY  OF  NEVADA 

American  Institute  of  Mining  and  Metallurgical  Society  of  Nevada 
Bureau  of  Business  and  Economic  Research 
Division  of  Agricultural  and  Resource  Economics 
Max  C.  Fleischmann  College  of  Agriculture 

Cooperative  Extension  Service 

Division  of  Agricultural  and  Resource  Economics 

Division  of  Animal  Science 

Division  of  Renewable  Natural  Resources 
Nevada  Archeological  Survey 
Desert  Research  Institute 
Department  of  Mining  Engineering 
Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology* 
Plant,  Soil  and  Water  Resources 
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NEVADA  STATE  LEGISLATORS 

Norman  D.  Glaser 
John  Marvel 

OTHERS 


American  Horse  Protection  Association 

Animal  Protection  Institute 

Cal  City-Edwards  Gem  and  Mineral  Society 

Ducks  Unlimited 

Earth  First* 

La  Puente  Gem  &  Mineral  Club 

Livermore  Valley  Lithophiles 

National  Mustang  Association 

Nation  Geographic  Society 

Natural  Resources  Defense  Council* 

Nevada  Cattlemen's  Association 

Nevada  Farm  Bureau  Federation 

Nevada  Mines  &  Prospectors  Association* 

Nevada  Mining  Association* 

Nevada  Woolgrowers  Association 

Pacific  Legal  Foundation 

Sage  County  Alliance  for  a  Good  Environment  (SAGE)* 

Santa  Clara  Valley  Gem  &  Mineral  Society 

Sequoia  Gem  &  Mineral  Society 

Society  for  Range  Management  of  Nevada 

Summit  Lake  Paiute  Tribe 

Wildlife  Management  Institute 

The  Wilderness  Society,  San  Francisco* 

The  Wilderness  Society,  Nevada  Chapter* 

Winnemucca  Gem  &  Mineral  Society 


PUBLIC  REVIEW  AND  HEARINGS 

A  90-day  public  comment  period  (September  23  to  December  30,  1983)  began 
subsequent  to  filing  the  DEIS  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency.   The 
public  review  was  scheduled  to  provide  concerned  agencies  and  publics  the 
opportunity  to  review  the  DEIS. 

The  DEIS  was  filed  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  on  September  23, 
1983.   A  BLM  notice  announcing  the  availability  of  the  DEIS  was  published  in 
the  September  23  issue  of  the  Federal  Register  (Vol.  48,  No.  186).   This 
notice  announced  that  the  review  period  ended  on  December  30,  1983,  and 
included  notification  of  public  hearings  in  Gerlach,  Winnemucca  and  Reno, 
Nevada. 

After  the  DEIS  was  filed  with  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  over  400 
copies  were  distributed  to  reviewing  agencies,  elected  officials  and 
interested  publics.   The  accompanying  cover  letter  indicated  the  schedule  of 
public  hearings.   Reading  copies  of  the  DEIS  were  distributed  to  public 
libraries  and  BLM  offices  in  Nevada.   News  releases  were  issued  to  local  and 
regional  news  media. 
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Table  6-1 

Public  Support  of  DEIS  Alternatives 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca  District,  Nevada 


Wilderness  Study  Area 


ALTERNATIVES 


All  No 

Wilderness  Wilderness 


Wilderness   Preferred      More 
Emphasis   Alternative   Wilderness 


007  High  Rock  Lake 

012   Poodle  Mountain 

014   Fox  Range 

014A  Pole  Creek 

019   Calico  Mountains  a 

108   Augusta  Mountain 

200  Selenite  Mountains 

201  Mount  Limbo 
406P  China  Mountain 
406Q  Tobin  Range 

600   Blue  Lakes 
600D  Alder  Creek  b 
603  South  Jackson 

Mountains 
606  North  Jackson 

Mountains 


1 
1 


620 

Black  Rock  Desert 

3 

621 

Pahute  Peak  c 

1 

622 

North  Black  Rock 

Range 

1 

827 

North  Fork  of  the 

Little  Humboldt 

L 

17 

5 

1 

54 

1 

52 

3 

17 

2 

2 

2 


1 

6 

3 

1 

18 
22 

16 

1 


49 


52 
1 


3 
3 


6 

53 

8 

8 

7 

1 

56 

2 

7 

1 

8 

54 

1 

6 

7 

2 

59 

54 

7 

50 

6 

50 

59 

6 

49 

7 

51 

10 

50 

TOTAL 


10 


109 


233 


375 


310 


Note:   Comments  from  16  people  are  not  included  in  this  tabulation.   Eight  people 
supported  All  Wilderness  entirely.   The  remaining  eight  supported  No  Wilderness 
entirely.   Four  of  the  latter  expressed  opinions  as  retired  people  concerned  about 
loss  of  recreational  opportunities. 

a    The  FEIS  Preferred  Alternative  for  the  Calico  Mountains  WSA  is  the  same  as  No 
Wilderness. 

b    The  FEIS  Preferred  Alternative  for  the  Alder  Creek  WSA  is  the  same  as  No 
Wilderness. 

The  FEIS  Preferred  Alternative  for  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  eliminates  150  acres 
along  the  southwest  boundary. 

Source:   Wilderness  files,  Winnemucca  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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Three  public  hearings  were  held  during  the  public  review  period  on  the  DEIS. 
Oral  statements  were  presented  by  eight  people  at  the  hearing  in  Gerlach  on 
November  1,  nine  people  in  Winnemucca  on  November  1,  nine  people  in  Winnemucca 
on  November  3  and  32  people  in  Reno  on  November  8,  1983.   Transcripts  of  the 
public  hearings  are  available  for  review  at  the  Winnemucca  District  Office, 
705  East  Fourth  Street,  Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445.   A  total  of  162  written 
comments  were  received  during  the  public  review  period  on  the  DEIS.   A 
breakdown  of  public  support  by  alternative  is  shown  in  Table  6-1. 

INTRODUCTION  TO  RESPONSES 

All  letters  and  testimony  were  reviewed  to  determine  those  points  concerning 
adequacy  of  the  DEIS.   Substantive  comments  which  presented  new  data, 
questioned  facts  or  commented  on  issues  bearing  directly  on  the  DEIS  or  the 
environmental  impacts  of  the  alternatives  were  fully  evaluated  and  given 
responses.   Changes  or  additions  to  the  DEIS  are  incorporated  into  this  final 
statement. 

Letters  received  during  the  public  comment  period  have  been  reprinted  in  this 
FEIS.   Portions  of  the  transcripts  from  oral  presentations  are  also  included. 
An  extensive  comment  from  Paul  C.  Clifford,  Jr.,  was  analyzed  to  determine 
substantive  comments;  these  excerpts  are  reprinted.   The  entire  document  by 
Mr.  Clifford  is  available  for  public  review  at  the  Winnemucca  District  Office. 


A  list  of  respondents  to  the  draft  environmental  impact  statement  appears  in 
Table  6-2. 
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Table  6-2 

Public  Comments  and  Testimony 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca  District,  Nevada 

Respondents 

1.  State  of  Nevada,  Governor,  Richard  H.  Bryan 

2.  U.S.  Department  of  Air,  Deputy  Regional  Civil  Engineer,  W.  Edward  Fisher 

3.  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Forest  Service,  Humboldt  National 
Forest,  B.J.  Graves 

4.  U.S.  Department  of  Energy,  Nevada  Operations  Office,  Frank  Bingham 

5.  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Region  IX,  Charles  W.  Murray,  Jr. 

6.  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Eastern  Nevada 
Agency,  Steven  Talbetts 

7.  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Mines,  Western  Field  Operations 
Center,  D'Arey  P.  Banister 

8.  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Reclamation,  Mid-Pacific  Region 
Office,  Lawrence  F.  Hancock 

9.  U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Great  Basin 
Complex,  Richard  Navarre 
U.S.  Department  of  Interior,  National  Park  Service,  Western  Region 

11.  State  of  Nevada,  Division  of  State  Lands,  Pamela  B.  Wilcox 

12.  State  of  Nevada,  Clearinghouse 

13.  State  of  Nevada,  Department  of  Minerals,  Paul  Iverson 

14.  Pershing  County  District  Attorney,  Richard  A.  Wagner 

15.  Reed  Secord 

16.  California  Rockhound  Petition 

17.  Wilbur  and  Ethel  Scott 

18.  Sayre  Huntting 

19.  Committee  for  the  Emigrant  Trail  National  Monument,  Tom  Hunt 

20.  John  Couk 

21.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  C.  Jensen 

22.  Ruby  D.  Thomas 

23.  Harry  Metzger 

24.  Mrs.  F.H.  Wright 

25.  Catherine  P.  Smith 

26.  Tina  Nappe 

27.  Arthur  Majewski 

28.  Conservation  Calls,  Roscoe  A.  Poland 

29.  American  Wilderness  Alliance,  Clifton  R.  Merritt 

30.  California  Federation  of  Minerological  Societies,  Bernie  and  Carol 
Mauldin 

31.  Charles  Urban 

32.  Atlantic  Richfield  Company,  Jay  R.  Mitchell 

33.  Marguerite  Christoph 

34.  William  and  Judi  Parker,  Thomas  Tuttle 

35.  Richard  H.  Pough 

36.  Steve  Hillyard 

37.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Teague 

38.  Ward  Donley 

39.  Elliott  Bernshaw 

40.  Harold  L.  Dittmer 
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Table  6-2 

(Continued) 

Public  Comments  and  Testimony 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca  District,  Nevada 

Respondents 

41.  Ken  Goldsmith 

42.  Dorothy  L.  Anacleto 

43.  A.N.  Lundholm 

44.  John  Bogard 

45.  Emil  and  Maxine  Hrubik 

46.  North  Dakota  National  Science  Society,  Harold  A.  Kantrud 

47.  Defenders  of  Wildlife,  Richard  Spotts 

48.  William  Kolb 

49.  Mrs.  Helen  J.  Kolb 

50.  Cleo  R.  Thomas 

51.  Harry  Melts 

52.  Public  Lands  Institute,  Director  Charles  H.  Callison 

53.  Eileen  and  Darwin  Lambert 

54.  Sierra  Club,  National  BLM  Wilderness  Chair,  James  Baker 

55.  Kirk  A.  Peterson 

56.  Ecology  Center  of  Southern  California,  Assistant  Director,  Elaine 
Stansf ield 

57.  E.F.  Hutton,  Assistant  Manager,  Bill  Aprile 

58.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.B.  Small 

59.  A.  Schuyler 

60.  Barbara  Kelley 

61.  Natural  Resource  Defense  Council,  Inc.,  Johanna  H.  Wald 

62.  Edward  J.  Duerr 

63.  Ecology  Center  of  California,  Executive  Director,  Nancy  Sue  Pearlman 

64.  Mrs.  Joanna  G.  Ihratowicz 

65.  Helen  G.  Schuyler 

66.  Courtney  Smith 

67.  Bob  Langenkamp 

68.  George  L.  and  Laura  Ann  Matthews 

69.  The  Wilderness  Society,  Regional  Director,  California-Nevada,  Patricia 
Hedge 

70.  The  Evergreen  State  College,  Steven  G.  Herman 

71.  Robert  W.  and  Eavana  Lawton 

72.  Citizens  Alert,  Bill  Vincent 

73.  Mother  Lode  Mineral  Society,  Rosemarie  Young 

74.  Marjorie  Sill 

75.  Carola  P.  Hutcherson 

76.  Brent  Boyer 

77.  Doug  Hansen 

78.  Shiloh  Station,  Fred  E.  Chez 

79.  Lahontan  Audubon  Society,  Inc.,  President,  Janet  C.  Meierdierck 

80.  John  R.  Swanson 

81.  Steven  Thaw 

82.  Burt  Koehler 

83.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Floyd  Erwin 
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Dece.Tiber  30,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 

Winneirm-cca  District 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
"05  East  F-rurth  Street 
Winnemucca ,  Nevada   39445 

Dear  Mr-  Shields: 


Wilde 
□  istr 
ar.d  i 
corr-Te 
soeci 


I  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  Bureau's  Draft 
mess  Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  Winnemucca 
ice,  and  tc  submit  to  you  the  State's  position  op  the  report 
.rs  wilderness  recommendations .    You  will  also  tec  := 
nts  directly  from  various  state  agencies,  representing  _  ;ir 
fie  concer-s  with  the  reccrt.    I  hepe  you  find  these 
native  a-.r    efoi    3ecause  the  var:-.^  state  ao^cies  are 

different  "ancaoes  jut*  ha.e  dif4  rent  concern-,  th  *r 
c-rions  and  ocmreer.t   may  jr  "ierstancaoiv  '  ■=  t"  -   ?  -  -  of  the 
-  r.ed   state   agen.cj.5-s   'Departments   or   .-  ric  lour-, 
tvaticr  ^r.d  N-  .ral  fiesc"  :es,  Mineral?  ar.c  Wi'.ilife)  ha  i 
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."■'•7)1   ;«•-  agree  with  t  ■■     BLM 

recuireuents.   there  are 
designation,  £  t;ec.  ■"  iiy 
n  the  northern  part  of  th-2 
WSA.   There  is  also  a  natural  feature  know  as  the  potholes  in  the 
northern  Dart  of  the  WSA  which  is  felt  fay  many  to  deserve  special 


1.  High  kock  Lake  '-JV-CC'1 
that  parts  of  this  WSA  meet  wil.-rtt 
resource  conflicts  with  wii*=rness 
conflicts  with   »o  thermal  resources 


protect—    Considering  the  information  available  to  us  at  the 
present   -xir.e,   we   concur  with  your  preferred   alternative 
recommending  continued  consideration  of  some  14,000  acres  o£  this 
WSA. 

2    Poodle  Mountain  fNV-020-012,  CA-020-618  and  621): 
We  aaree  with  the  ELM  that  this  area  lacks  significant  wilderness 
characteristics  to  outweigh  the  resource  contiicts,  especially 
due  to  private  land  inholdings  and  a  number  or  roa 
extending  ir.to  the  area.   We  urge  that  this  area 
further  consideration. 

3.   Fcx  Range  (NV-020-014)  and  Fox  Pa 
(NV-O.20-014A)  :   We  concur  that  this  area  shouid 
further  for  wilderness  status, 
potential  in  the  Fox  Range, 
cenerally  limited,  except 


be  crcpoed 

?  (Pole  Creek} 
c  be  considered 
There  '.  s  extensive  mineral 
r.d  wilder.-.ess  charac ceristr ??  are 

;.-;r  a  small  section  or  the  Pole  Creek 


area  that  does  not,  by  itself,  merit 


wilderness  Jtaaus. 


4.  Calico  Mountains  (NV-020-019) :  TheCaiicc 
most  -.xtensivelv  mineralized  of  the  WSA's  :r  this  BLK  C 
Our  Decartrcent  of  Minerals  and  the  mineral  industry  -eei 
that  this  rea  should  not  be  designated  a  wilderness  ai 
local  governments  of  Humboldt  and  Pershing  Counties  acre 
is  not  a  desirable  wilderness  area.  We  reairz.'  mat  -i 
beautiful  mcurtain  range,  .vith  its  nany-coloreo  rocs  :  = 
.  However,  this  area  ir  important  to  the  State  as  an  area 
mineral  exploration  and  development,  and  should  net  be  c 
wilderness . 
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would  have  a  serious  negative  impact  upon  the  area's  usefulness 
for  hunting.   The  area  also  has  moderate  mineral  potential  and  is 
opposed  by  the  Department  of  Minerals.   We  note  that  the  sense  of 
solitude  is  diminished  by  the  view  of  the  busy  highway  to  the 
west.   We  also  note  that  the  designation  of  this  wilderness  area 
is  opposed  by  Pershing  County.   On  balance,  we  conclude  that  it 
is  not  in  the  State's  interest  to  have  this  area  desionated 
wilderness. 

8.  Tobin  Mountain  fchina  Mountain!  (NV-O2O-40I5P)  :   we 
agree  that  this  area  is  not  suitable  for  further  consideration  as 
a  wilderness  area.   This  area  is  small  in  size,  has  limited 
wilderness  vaiues,  and  has  high  mineral  development  potential. 

9.  Tobir.  Range   (NV-OT :  -J06Q)  :   We  concur  that  the 
Tcbin  Range  :i  net  a  desirable  wilderness  area.   It  has  high 
mineral  values  and  manageability  problems  in  addition  to  a 
rather  iow  wilderness  quality. 

10.  Blue  Lakes  (NV-020-600) :   This  area  is  one  of  the 
most  controversial  of  those  considered  in  this  District.   It  is 
also  possibly  the  most  beautiful,  with  its  aioine  forests  and 
lakes.   We  sympathize  with  locai  people  who  have  been  anaered  bv 
your  closure  of  the  ail-vehicle  road  to  Blue  Lake  several  vears" 
ago,  sin.je  the  area  was  developed  primarily  by  local  Deooie  for 
general  recreational  use  and  did  enjov  heavy  use  prior  to  the 
road  closure.   We  note  that  the  county"  has  now  accented  the  road 
closure  as  being  necessary  to  protect  the  fragile  alpine  lake 
environment,  and  is  nor  opposed  '  3  wilderness  designation  for  the 

<rea.    We   therefore  concur  with  the   Bureau's  preferred 
ilternative,  recommending  partial  designation  of  the  Blue  Lakes 
area.   However,  we  urge  the  BLM  to  involve  locai  people  in  the 
development  of  a  tT.agement  plan  for  the  area. 

11.  Blue  Lakes  -  Alder  Creek  (NV-020-600D) :   This  area 
is  very  sma.'l.   The  Department  of  Wildlife  considers  the  existinc 
accessways  into  the  area  to  be  very  important  to  their 
operations.   The  protection  of  the  Blue  Lakes  Area  to  the  east 
should  provide  adequate  wilderness  ODDortunities  for  this  area. 
We  recommend  that  the  Alder  Creek  area  be  dropped  from  further 
wilderness  consideration. 

12.  South  Jackson  Mountains  (HV-020-0631  :   This  WSA 
has   significant  wilderness  values.    However,   it  also  has 
substantial  mineral  potential,  manageability  problems,  and  is 
easily  accessible  by  off -road  vehicles.   The" aternative  develooed 
for  the  Management  Framework  II  Plan  is  a  good  comDromise, 
drawing  back  the  boundaries  to  eliminate  the  most  '  severe 


conrlicts.   We  recommend  the  MFP  II  alternative  rather  than  the 
BLM's  preferred  alternative. 

13.  North  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-606) :   We  concur 
with  your  recommendation  that  this  area  not  be  considered 
wilderness  status.   It  is  an  area  of  substantial  mineral  Dotential 
with  a  large  private  inholding  and  many  roads  and  ways. 

14.  Black  Rock  Desert   (NV-020-620)  :   This  is  an 
extremely  controversial  area.   As  an  example  of  playa/vallev 
floor  ecosystems  it  is  probably  unique  amount  WSA's.   It  would 
present  special  management  problems  because  of  the  difficultv  of 
restricting  access  to  this  flat  land.   The  major  argument  for 
designation  seems  to  be  the  need  to  protect  valuable  cultural  and 
paieontological  resources  which  are  being  damaged  bv  visitors. 
Humboldt  County  concurs  with  the  need  to  protect  these  resources 
but  feels  that  some  other  mechanism  would  be  more  appropriate 
than  wilderness  designation;  they  consider  the  area  to  be 
unmanageable  as  wilderness  and  oppose  wilderness  designation 
strongly.   The  BLM  recently  asked  an  ad  hoc  committee  includinc 
local  and  state  interests  to  examine  the  problem  and  come  ud  with 
a  recommendation  for  the  area.   The  committee  recommended  limited 
wilderness  designation,  and  that  recommendation  is  reflected  in 
BLM's  preferred  alternative.    We  share  Humboldt  County's 
concerns,  but  are  willing  to  accept  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  and  support  the  preferred  alternative.   It  is  important 
that  local  and  state  interests  continue  to  be  involved  in  the 
creation  of  a  management  plan  for  this  area. 

15.  Pahute  Peak  (NV-02C-621) :   The  wilderness  values 
in  this  area  are  rather  limited,  and  there  are  considerable 
geothermal  and  mineral  conflicts.   Advocates  of  the  protection  of 

emigrant  trails  would  like  to  see  this  area 
n  part  of   "viewshed"  of  the 
the  w€    - .   We  concu-  with  the 
desirability  of  protecting  amigran .  trails,  but  feel  that  the 
protection  of  a  partial  viewshed  is  not  in  itseif  snouah  reason 
to  designate  this  a  wilderness  area.   The  State  would  orefer  that 
this  area  be  dropped  from  further  consideration. 

16.  North  Black  Rock  P.ange  (NV-020-622)  :   There  are 
parts  of  this  area  with  high  wilderness  values,  but  thev  are 
smail  and  adversely  affected  by  private  inholdings,  and  by 
mineral  and  geothermal  potential.   We  concur  that  it  should  be 
dropped  from  further  consideration. 

17.  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  (NVO-020-827 1  : 
Your  preferred  alternative  recommends  ,'ilderness  designation  for 


the  historic 
protected  because   it 
,\ppiegate-Lassen  trail 
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the  river  9orge  itself  anc ,. ,  li-ited  ^  a-v  tKe  ^^ 
IT^llTti^lT^  w'conSr  fhaf  ^pre/errel  alternative  is 
reasonable. 

The  State  appreciate,  the  opportunity  to  =j  on 

STS-"^  ^mS  information. 


After  careful  evaluation  of  the  information  provided  the  Bureau  during  the 
nubile  comment  period,  a  decision  was  made  to  drop  this  USA  from  further 
consideration  as  wilderness.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  a  great  deal  of 
information  haa  been  provided  by  mineral  companies  active  In  the  area. 

Exxon  Minerals  Company  haa  nominated  the  area  as  sn  Area  of  ^tlc-l  ««»J 

Potential.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc..  has  begun  new  exploration  activity 
for  precious  metals  on  Its  claim  block  with  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA 
where  wilderness  values  are  highest.   Based  on  the  results  of  th  s  exploration 
activity,  plans  are  to  develop  these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid 
discovery.   The  probability  of  proving  a  valid  economic  precious  metal 
discovery  is  high,  based  on  the  initial  information.   Such  a  discovery  would 
allow  the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development,  i.e.,  mining    If  these 
minerals  are  mined,  the  wilderness  values  In  the  vicinity  would  be  seriously 
Impaired  or  possibly  destroyed. 

This  new  Information  coupled  with  your  recommendation  ia  considered  a 
compelling  reason  to  drop  the  Calico  Mountains  WSA  from  wilderness 
conslderat Ion . 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  encompasses  12,750  acres  of  rugged 
landscape  which,  due  to  the  rugged  terrain,  preclude  moat  off-road  vehicles. 
Special  features  of  the  area  Include  the  majestic  8,273  foot  Kumlva  Peak  as 
well  as  the  less  prominent  Purgatory  Peak  and  Mount  Umbo  ltaelf.   The  lofty 
elevations  of  these  peaks  offer  an  excellent  view  of  the  nearby  San  tmldlo 
Deaert  and  surrounding  areas.   The  Mount  Limbo  USA  offers  outstanding 
opportunity  for  day-hiking,  camping,  backpacking,  hunting,  rock  climbing  and 
nature  Btudy. 

Closure  of  the  ways  would  not  cause  a  algnlficant  change  from  current  use. 
Currently  used  access  ways  end  at  the  boundary  of  the  preliminarily 
recommended  areas.   Thus,  hlkera.  huntera,  alghtseera,  etc.,  must  walk  to 
their  destinations  under  present  conditions;  the  preferred  alternative  would 
not  change  this  situation. 


Mineral  potential  waa  considered  during  development  of  the  Preferred 
Alternative  for  the  preliminarily  recommended  area.   Great  care  was  exercise 
to  eliminate  as  much  moderate  metallic  and  nonmetallic  mineral  potential  aa 


possible . 

During  development  of  the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  for  the  DEIS  which 
waa  selected  as  the  preferred  slternative,  approximately  150  acres  along  the 
southwest  border  were  added  to  make  a  more  definable  boundary.   This  area  has 
been  eliminated  In  the  preferred  alternative  for  the  FE1S  based  on  documented 
mineralization  and  past  proapectlng  activities. 

Considering  the  preliminary  nature  of  the  Barrlnger  Reaources  Ceochemlcsl 
Survey  and  numerous  other  preliminary  reporta  concerning  thla  area,  It  has 
been  determined  that  the  previously  mentioned  wilderness  values  outweigh  the 
moderate  potential  identified  In  the  preliminary  data.   Recommendations  will 
be  subject  to  the  results  of  studies  to  be  conducted  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  of  Mines. 

The  powerllne  and  highway  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Mount  Umbo  VISA  are 
considered  a  minimal  Impact  owing  to  their  distance  and  natural  physical 
screening  from  them.   Our  data  show  the  presence  of  these  features  is  not 
compelling  enough  to  remove  the  USA  E rom  consideration. 

While  the  Mount  Limbo  USA  Is  opposed  by  Pershing  County  Commissioners   it  is 
actively  supported  by  the  rancher  in  whose  allotment  the  USA  falls.   Based  on 
reaponses  during  the  public  comment  period  for  the  draft  environmental  Impact 
statement,  a  large  segment  of  the  general  public  Is  also  In  favor  of 
recommending  the  area  for  wilderness. 
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After  careful  evaluation  of  public  comments  received  durlog  the  public  comment 
period  and  a  revaluation  of  the  bureau' a  data,  a  declalon  vaa  made  to  accept 


your  recommendation  and  drop  thla  WSA  from  further  consideration  as  wlldernesa 

No  wilderneBs  would  eliminate  acceBa  concerns  since  the  road  between  Blue 
Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leada  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir  would  be 
maintained  and  there  would  be  no  acceas  restriction  on  the  road  that  continues 
south  fi-om  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  slternatlve  would  also  eliminate  the 
displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  Little  Onion  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoirs. 

Under  the  other  three  alternatives,  there  are  potential  conflicts  with 
development  of  private  lands  immedistely  adjacent  to  the  south  boundary  under 
Ail  wilderness  snd  Wlldernesa  Emphasis.   The  limited  screage  under  the  MFP  II 
Recommendation  slternatlve  raises  serious  doubt  ss  to  the  effective  management 
of  the  unit. 

He  are  not  aware  of  any  pending  Impacts  that  would  alter  the  present  valuea 
If  such  a  case  were  to  develop,  we  would  then  consider  some  special 
designation  Buch  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC)  to 
protect  this  area. 


The  Area  preliminarily  recommended  as  suitable  Is  being  modified  from  the 
preferred  alternative  of  20,094  acres  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  the  HEP  II 
Recommendation  alternative  of  10,300  acres.   This  alternative  focuses  on  the 
highest  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA  and  substant islly  reduces  the  amount 
of  moderate  to  high  mineral  potential  and  moderate  geothennal  and  oil  and  gas 
potential.   The  only  manageability  concern  remaining  is  10O  acres  of  mining 
claims  which  are  not  active  at  this  time. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  aa  .ultable  Is  being  modified  from  the 
preferred  alternative  of  31,000  acres  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  the 
Wilderness  Emphsels  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   The  preliminary  suitable 
area  contains  25,200  acres  of  the  highest  wilderness  valuea  In  the  Pahute  Peak 
WSA.   These  valuea  Include  the  rocky,  steep  slopes  of  picturesque  Clapper 
Csnyon  snd  the  highly  prominent  8,594  foot  Big  Mountain.   While  the 
preliminarily  recommended  area  contains  areas  of  moderate  geothermal,  metallic 
and  nonmetallic  minerals,  their  potential  and  values  are  not  considered  high 
enough  to  offset  the  benefits  of  a  nstural  landscspe  of  vivid  coloration  and 
primitive,  unspoiled  vslues  aa  well  aa  outstanding  primitive  recreational 
opportunities  such  ss  day-hiking,  camping,  hunting,  etc.   furthermore 
opportunities  for  solitude  are  provided  by  the  excellent  topographic  screening 
of  the  area.   The  District  Management  Framework  Plan  Decision  which  states  "no 
surface  occupancy"  for  leaseable  minerals  on  that  area  contained  within  the 
vlewahed  of  the  Applegate-Lassen  Trail,  grestly  minlmlres  the  Impacts 
resulting  from  lesssble  mineral  sctlvlty. 
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HOV  (Coxy356-6ii39)  DEC  2  H  Bfl'J 

Draft  Wilderness  Knvi ronraerUal  Impact  Statement  -  Winnemucca  District 

Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV   69445 


1.   We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  Draft  Wilderness 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  for  the  Winnemucca  Di 
the  following  comments: 


and  we  offer 


have   in  the  "  t     K    Hlld""e''»  Study  area.  (WSA'.)  under  consideration 

'''   ,the  P""'  bBen  ■""J*"  "  military  overflight,  which  should  continue 
In  the  future.   Some  portion,  of  the..  WSA'.  have  been  recommended  for 

HI   o"r  c",  vt0,KhB  "r'"""1  Wlld"—  «y»«  (««>  but  mo.t  have  n't 

''.    "  h:7  "0t  be°n  "ny  °"Jor  pr°bl»""  b"""-n  th.  Air  Fore. 

BLM  to  pur.ue  mitigating  mea.ure.  to  reduce  thl.  Impact".   We  suggest  this 

hat  "e  en  I°re    "V™""'?  alternative  for  the  Augusts  Mountain  W  A  is 
that  the  entire  area  1.  not  aultable  for  Wilderness  deslgnstlon   We  also 
suggest  that  a  better  loc.tlon  in  the  text  for  this  discuss  1. Twould  b  on 
include".    °,  addlti°"a11'  »•»"«■'  Paraph.   Thl,  parsgraph  should 
d1enaI1g„:t:dPar:VwUder„e:..dl'CUB""  ^^  "Ut">   ««'».£"  °<   »" 

bil°rB6nt,',"  d"fJ  *Jr  F°rC*  re8"latlon  concerning  overflights  and  noise  1. 
ef  oft.  s^oul! in    H  Uded  ^  J"1"  Pr0P°"ed  "S"1"'™  1»  the  comment   at 


b.   Mission  requirements,  fuel  costs,  and  environmental 


areaTrn",  "tlvltl"  fUCh  "  mlnln8-   These  characteristic.  Include  many 
,h"  bf"  f^entl.l  for  wilderness  designation.   Therefore,  the  Air 


Force  supports  wilderness  designations  provided 


no  restrictions  are  placed 
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military  overflight!.   We  t.nilJer  wlldernen  ere.e  to  be  e  resource  end 
overflight.,  to  e  certain  degree,  •  compatible  one  of  that  reeource.   II, 
however   thle  use  le  determined  to  be  a  conflict  became  of  frequency,  noi.e 
levele.'or  duration,  then  it  le  appropriately  a  "reeource  conflict   as  opposed 
to  a  "wilderness  manageability  conflict".   For  example,  we  would  consider  the 
military  flight,  de.tgn.tlon  mor.  appropriate  in  the  Tobln  Rang.  WSA  (Dl-41). 

Ue  agree  that  frequent  low-level  milltery  overflight,  can  detract  from 
the  feeling  of  l.olatlon  and  .olltude.   However,  more  documentetlon  lo  needed 
In  the  analyals  of  ueer  perception  toward  overflight,  in  the  applicable 
WSA's.   Thi.  le  .lgnlflcant  con.lderlng  the  frequency  which  military 
overflight,  are  mentioned  throughout  the  report  as  e  wlldernee.  manageability 
conflict.   We  eugge.t  that  either  a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the 
perception  of  overflight  impact  for  the..  WSA'.  be  di.cu...d  in  the  report,  or 
that  the  individual  mentioning  of  military  overflight,  for  each  WSA  h« 
deleted.   Perhap.,  •  more  general  dl.cus.lon  of  the  entire  problem  .hould  b. 
made  on  page.  2-36  -  2-38  under  the  heading  of  "Social  A.ees.ment  .   Thi. 
Hi  cue. Ion  should  Include  the  duration  of  exposure,  noise  levels,  perception., 
etc.   Al.o,  further  explanation  of  what  i.  meant  by  the  terms   frequent, 
regular,  periodic,  occa.lonal,  and  exten.lve"  be  described  in  military 
overflights.   Possibly  a  range  of  values  could  be  used  for  en  average  number 
of  flights  for  s  specified  amount  of  time. 

c    In  conclusion,  the  Air  Force  le  supportive  of  the  "wilderness 
emphasis"  alternative  with  the  understendlng  that  no  restrictions  are  placed 
on  military  overflight..   There  are  .everal  example,  where  thi.  would  be 
approprlete  In  High  Rock  Lake  end  Pole  Creek  area.. 

2   We  hop.  theee  comment,  are  ueeful  in  your  plenning  process.   Should  you 
heve  eny  questions  or  concern.,  our  .teff  point  of  contact  is  Mr.  William  Cox, 
(415)  556-6439. 


W.  EDWARD  FISCHER 

Deputy  Regional  Civil  Engineer 


Changes  have  been  made . 


2   The  Inconsistent  and  confusing  use  of  terminology  has  been  corrected. 


Q     Military  flights  were  mentioned  as  a  posBlble  conflict  in  terms  of  managing 
for  solitude  since  solitude  Is  one  of  the  components  In  designated 
wilderness.   It  was  not  considered  to  be  a  major  manageability  conflict  or  as 
Justification  for  s  nonsuitable  recommendation.   Presently  known  occurrences 
were  used  ss  a  baseline  only, 
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e  United  States 
Department  of 
Agriculture__ 


Forest 
Service 


Huuboldt 
rational 

Forest 


976  Mountain  City  Highway 
Elko,  Nevada   89801 
-IIOgLJf  33-5 171 


Reply  To:   1950 

Date:   November  10, 


1986 


Frank  C.  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Winnemucca  District  Office 
705  East  4th  Street 
Wlmienmcca,  Nevada   89445 

Dear  Frank: 

Envl'Z  IT??   l?  ?Vy  °f   y°Ur  W1"n<!™°<*  District  Wilderness  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  sent  to  us.   Since  none  of  the  area  is  close 
to  the  Huaboldt  National  Forest  we  have  no  comments. 

We  appreciated  the  opportunity  to  review  and  comment  on  this  document. 
Sincerely, 


/£<?A 


<%^s-^— - 


B.  J.  GRAVES 
Forest  Superviso 


FS-8200-2e(7-82) 


Department  of  Energy 

Nevada  Operations  Ofticu 

P.  0    Box  14100 
'as  Vegas,  NV  891 14  4100 

NOV  0  4  1986 


Frank  C.  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

We  have  reviewed  the  Winnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness  Environmental 

Impact  Statement  and  have  no  comments . 

Sincerely, 


HPD/EB:FE8 


Frank  E.  Bingham,  Act^g  Chief 
Environmental  Branch'' 
Health  Physics  Division 
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IINITIDSIAHSINVIHONMI-NTAI  PHI)  1 1  CIION  ACit  NCV 

in  tjiuN  ix 

21b  Mumonl  Slruul 

SdiiF>iincisco,  Ca   94105 


DEC  2  8  1983 

Frank   Shields,    District   Manager 
Bureau  of    Land    Management 
705    East    4th    Street 
Wlnnerauoca ,    Nevada      89445 

Dear   Mr.    Shields: 

The    Environmental    Protoctlon   Agency    ( EPA)    has    re viewed 
tho    craft    environmental    Impact    Statement    (OBIS)     for    the 
WINNEMUCCA  "oi  STRICT  JJII^milM    BTUDVARgM.       We    have    the 
iFn^Toseircommente   regarding    this   DEIb. 

We    have    classified    this    DEIS   as   Category    LO-2    ( lack  of 

sSstsrss  sarrfrgsr-  «. 

Statement    (FEIS)    to    this   office   at  the   •«-   time    It    1- 

officially   filed   with  our   Washington,    DC     °»^eB;rsamJn , 
have    any   quest   ons      please    contact    L        t  454_81a 

Chief,    EIS   Review  Section,    at   lini    ?i* 


Sincerely   yours 


Charles   W.    Murray,    Jr. 
Assistant    Regional    Administrate 

for   Policy,   Technical,    and, 

Resources    Management 


Enclosure  (1) 


The  UK1K  status  on  page  2-1  that  " Hre-analysls  indicated  that 
resource  components  such  as... air,  land)  water .. .wou Id  not  be 


regarding  air  quality  and  water  quality  conditions  which  were 
used  to  make  such  a  determination  should  have  been  referenced 


As  stated  in  our  scoplny  comments,  we  feel  the  following 
analysis  should  be  included  in  this  wilderness  EISi 

1    Water  Quality.   The  FEIS  Bhould  discuss  existing  water 

resources  and  water  quality  conditions  on  the  WSAs.   Baae- 
line  data  on  water  resources  and  water  quality  In  the  area 
(Including  maps)  should  be  provided  and  described  In  terms 
of  Federal-State  water  quality  standards.   For  alternatives 
where  potential  development  could  result  in  degradation  of 
water  quality,  the  types  of  impacts  expected  should  be 
discussed.   These  Impacts  could  include  potential  decreases 
in  surface  water  quality  or  ground  water  quality  caused  By 
altered  etormwater  runoff  patterns,  sedimentation  resulting 
from  increased  erosion,  pollutants  from  facilities   operation 
or  vehicular  activity,  and  leachate  from  spent  materials  such 
as  mine  tailings.   The  potential  impacts  to  beneficial  uses 
from  the  types  of  water  quality  impacts  expected  should  be 
discussed. 


Air  Quail 
study  are 
should  be 
Quality  s 
impacts  a 
nonw  i lde  r 
timber  ha 
described 
fugitive 
f acilitie 
source  em 
operation 
resulting 
ness  area 


ty.   The  exist 
as  and  current 

described  in 
tandards.   As 
ssociated  with 
ness  areas  sue 
rvesting  or  ve 

In  the  FEIS. 

dust  emlBslonB 

s  construction 

issions  from  a 

Also  Impact 

from  resource 
s  should  be  dl 


ing  air  quality  conditions  of  the 
emission  sources  affecting  them 

the  FEIS  in  terms  of  Ambient  Air 

with  water  quality,  the  types  of 
potential  development  In  proposed 

h  as  mining,  geothermal  development, 

hicular  activities  should  be 
These  impacts  could  Include 
from  mining  or  lumbering  activity, 
or  vehicular  activity,  and  stationary 

ny  processing  or  power  facilities 

s  on  any  Class  I  air  quality  areas 
development  in  proposed  nonwllder- 

acusBed  in  the  FEIS. 


Mitigation. 


The  FEIS  Bhould  include  a  dlscuBSlon  of  the 
specific  BLM  policies  and  regulations  which  will  be  used 
to  protect  soils,  riparian  vegetation,  water  quality  and 
air  quality.   A  summary  of  the  mitigation  strategies  used 
to  mitigate  development  activities  in  proposed  nonwilder- 
neBS  areas  should  be  provided. 
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alternatives.  ""'"    the8e    "sources   under  any   of    these 


Branch   of   Realty 
(702)    736-5165 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

bl'RKAU  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS 

MSI  IAIN  NEVADA  AOKNCV 

P.  O.  BOX  2« 
I  Iko,  Nt-vada    8V8(J| 


November  12,  1986 


Bureau  of  Land  Hanagement 
Winnemucca  District  Office 
Attention:   Frank  C.  shields 
705  Bast  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Subject:   winnemucca  District  wilderness  Draft  Els 
Dear  Hr,  Shields : 

Pursuant  to  your  request,  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  Eastern  Kevada 
Agency  has  reviewed  the  winnemucca  District  wilderness  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  have  determined  it  to  basically 
address  all  areas  of  concern  adequately.  Therefore,  our  office  finds 
the  subject  draft  statement  to  be  acceptable.  Should  there  be  any 
changes  of  great  notice,  we  request  our  office  be  supplied  a  complete 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  feel  free  to  contact  James  Vallie 
of  our  Realty  Staff  at  the  above  address/telephone  number. 


uperintendent 


/ 
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United  Slates  Department  of  the  Interior 

BUREAU  OF  MINES 

WtSlHtN  I  It  I  II  OI'tRA  IICW!>  ItLNIKR 

liVSl    *«>y   »KI>  AVt  MIK 

bl'UKANt  ,  WASIIlNCHlN    MS202 


November   14,    19B6 


To:  Frank  C.   Shields,   Dlstrtct  Manager--W1nnemucca  District   Office, 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,   Winnemucca,   Nevada 

From:  Superv1sor--M1neral  s    Involvement   Section,   Branch  of  Engineering 

Studies 

Subject:     Wlnnemucca  District  Wilderness   Draft   Environmental    Impact   Statement 
(EIS)   -  Your  Reference  1792   (NV-023.1) 

Thank  you   for   including  us   on  your  mailing   list  and  requesting  our  comments. 

The  EIS  addressed  the  Issue  of  mineral    resources  exceptionally  well.     The 
field  work  and  report  by  Barrlnger  Resources   Inc.   for  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  appeared  especially  useful.     With   it  you   identified  anomalous  areas 
of  mineralization   and  potential    in  the  Wilderness   Study  Areas.     The  anomalous 
minerals   and  elements  were  Identified,  mineral    potentials  and  confidence  levels 
determined,   and  conflicts  with  wilderness   values   identified  and  quantified  as 
to  acres  affei ted. 

Bureau  of  Mines   Mineral    Land  Assessment    (MLA)   reports   have  been   prepared   for 
all   but   the  Calico  Mountains  Wilderness   Study  Area  of  the  Preferred  Alternative 
as   requested  by  the  BLM.     We  assume  the  MLA  report  data  will    be   incorporated 
Into  the   final    EIS. 

Again,   congratulations   on  an  EIS   that  adequately  addresses  mineral    resources. 


D'Arcy<>.   Banister 
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in  itl.rl.Y 
iiki.ii  re,   MP-750 
120.1 


United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

lUIHEAU  OP  RECLAMATION 

MID-PACIFIC  lih.CH  IN  A  I.  (IFIH'I-: 

2X011  COTTAtiK  WAY 

SACHAMf-NTO,  CAI.MOHNIA  Sint^S  IrtilB 


NOV  2  S   1986 


To:  District  Manager,   Bureau  of  Land  Management,   Wlnnemucca,   NV 

From-    •^'Regional    Director,   Sacramento,   CA 

p.*1 
Subject:      Review  of  Wlnnemucca  District  Wilderness  Draft  Environmental 
Impact  Statement 

We  have  reviewed  your  draft  Environmental    Impact  Statement  and  have  no 

specific  comments   to  offer  concerning  the  suitability  of  the   18 

wilderness  study  areas   in  the  Winnemucca  District. 

/ 
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United  Stales  Department  of  the  Interior 

I  ISM  AND  WII.DI  II  i:  SKHVK  I. 

GREAT  BASIN  COMPLEX 
4b00  Kietzke  Lane,  Building  C 
Reno,  Nevada   BK502 


November  24,  1986 


Memorandum 
To: 


Frank  C.  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Wi  nnemucca ,  Nevada 


From:     Complex  Manager 
Reno,  Nevada 

Subject:   Comments  on  the  Winnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness  Environmental 
Impact  Statement 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  the  subject  document.   We  would 
like  to  recommend  the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  (11,100  acres)  for  the 
North  Jackson  Mountains  Wilderness  Study  Area,  No.  606.   This  alternative 
would  provide  protection  of  bighorn  sheep  habitat  and  also  provide  access 
for  bighorn  sheep  reintroduction  efforts.   The  Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife 
will  be  transplanting  bighorn  sheep  to  the  northwest  portion  of  the  study 
area  near  Deer  Creek  this  winter. 


Assistant  Regional  Director,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Enhancement, 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Portland,  Oregon 
Dave  Harmon,  U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Reno,  Nevada 
Nevada  Department  of  Wildlife,  Reno  and  Fallon,  Nevada 


The  presence  of  bighorn  aheep  would  benefit  the  special  features  of  the  HSA. 
However,  Wilderness  Policy  does  not  provide  for  the  use  of  wilderness 
designation  as  a  means  of  protecting  apeclal  features.   The  HSA  waB 
recommended  nonauitable  in  Its  entirety  because  of  numerous  conflicts 
throughout  the  WSA.   Therefore,  the  reintroductLon  of  bighorn  sheep  in 
themselves  la  not  reason  enough  to  change  the  recommendation  as  the  aheep 
would  be  introduced  with  or  without  designation. 
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United  States  Department  of  the  Interior 

NATIONAL  MARK  SERVICE 

WESTERN  REIUON 

4S»  COl.DEN  GATE  AVENUE.  BOX  Jb063 

SAN  FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA  y*IOI 


L7617  (WR-RPE) 
December  2,  1983 


To:       District  Manager,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Uinnemucca  District, 
Nevada 

From:     Regional  Director,  Western  Region 

Subject:   Winnereucca  District  Wilderness  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(DES-83/64) 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  we  have  reviewed  the  subject  document  and  have 
the  following  comments. 

On  page  6-4,  under  Potential  Uses,  the  statement  mentions  plana  to  test  excavate 
some  archeological  sites.   There  should  be  an  explanation  as  to  why  this  is 
planned,  whether  these  sites  have  potential  eligibility  for  the  National 
Register,  and  whether  the  State  Historical  Preservation  Officer  has  been 
consulted  on  the  matter. 

Also  on  page  6-4,  under  Conflicting  Uses,  there  is  mention  of  ongoing  ORV  use 
causing  degradation  of  cultural  resource  sites.  However,  there  ia  no  discussion 
of  possible  mitigation  measures  to  alleviate  the  problem.  We  recommend  that  the 
statement  explore  various  measures  and  make  recommendations  on  positive  steps 
to  curtail  this  degradation. 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  this  statement. 


cc: 

WASO  (762) 


Cf~ 


There  la  strong  evidence  which  indicates  that  these  sites  have  potential 
eligibility  to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.   These  effortB  are 
being  coordinated  with  the  State  Historical  Preservation  Officer  who  has  been 
involved  for  some  time . 


Mitigating  measures  to  alleviate  the  problems  of  OKV  use  are  being  addressed 
2    in  the  Cultural  Kenource  Management  Plan  (VRMP)  which  is  currently  being 
developed . 
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SI  A  11:  OF  NEVAIJA 
DKHARIMfcNT  (>l     CONSERVATION  AND   NATURAL   RESOURCES 

Division  of  State  Lands 

December  8,  1983 


Frank  Shields 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Wlnnemucca,  Nevada     89445 


SUBJECT: 


Comments  on  Wlnnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact 
Statement 


Dear  Mr.  Shields! 

The  Division  of  State  Lands  has  reviewed  the  Wlnnemucca  District  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  has  attended  the  public  hearings  on  the  DEIS  held 
In  Gerlach,  Wlnnemucca,  and  Reno.  The  review  of  the  wilderness  areas  under 
consideration  was  also  done  In  conjunction  with  other  state  agencies  which  have  an 
Interest  in  the  natural  resources  of  Nevada.  Further,  the  Division  participated  In  a 
comprehensive  briefing  on  all  the  Wlnnemucca  wilderness  study  areas,  which  was 
provided  for  state  agencies  by  the  BLM.  Because  of  the  testimony  provided  during 
the  hearings,  the  information  presented  at  the  briefing,  and  lengthy  discussions  with 
other  state  agencies,  we  feel  the  comments  following  for  each  wilderness  study  area 
represent  ample  consideration  of  many  different  viewpoints  and  concerns.  Finally,  the 
EIS  has  been  reviewed  in  depth  by  a  committee  of  the  State  Land  Use  Planning  Advisory 
Council,  representing  the  local  governments  of  the  area,  which  has  advised  us  of  local 
opinions  and  preferences  (comments  attached) 

We  feel,  as  does  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  that  the  following  wilderness 
study   areas   Bhould   w>t  be   proposed   as   wilderness  areas  for   the  reasons  provided! 

1.  Foodie  Mountains  (NV-020-12,  CA-020-818  and  821)  -  The  area  lacks  significant 
wilderness  characteristics  and  is  adversely  Impacted  by  a  considerable  number 
of  private  land  inholdlngs.  Management  of  the  area  as  wilderness  would  be 
problem,  outweighing  any  wilderness  benefits  that  could  be  realized. 

2.  Fox  Range  (NV-020-014)  and  Pole  Creek  (NV-020-014A)  -  Wilderness  quality  is 
not  high  for  much  of  the  Fox  Range,  except  in  a  portion  of  the  Pole  Creek 
area.  The  limited  wilderness  qualities  that  exist  in  a  small  portion  of  the  area 
are  outweighed  by  extensive  moderate  to  high  potential  mineral  areas  found 
within  the  range. 

3.  Augusta  Mountain  (NV-030-108)  -  The  area  has  low  wilderness  values.  Substantial 
areas  of  high  geothermal  potential  and  moderate  mineral  potential  exist  within 
the  Btudy  area,  m  addition,  extensive  military  overflights  adversely  affect 
opportunities  for  solitude. 
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4.  Selenite  Mountains  (NV-020-200)  -  Wilderness  qualities  are  not  present  in  the 
area.  Mineral  values  further  negate  consideration  as  a  wilderness  area.  There 
is  very  little  public  support  for  this  area  as  wilderness. 

5.  Tobln  Mountains  (NV-020-408P)  and  Tobin  (NV-020-406Q)  -  Large  portions  of  the 
areas  under  consideration  contain  moderate  to  high  mineral  potential.  Areas 
being  considered  for  wilderness  are  rather  small  and  have  limited  wilderness 
quality. 

6.  North  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-606)  -  While  portions  of  the  area  contain  what 
could  be  considered  high  wilderness  values,  these  values  are  outweighed  by  the 
abundant  mineral  values  existing  throughout  the  area.  A  large  private  inholdlng 
and  the  intrusion  of  roads  and  ways  Into  the  study  area  reduce  the  wilderness 
values  present. 

7.  North  Black  Hock  Range  (NV-020-622)  -  Only  a  portion  of  the  area  under 
consideration  has  what  Is  considered  high  wilderness  values.  This  portion  is 
limited  In  size  and  Is  adversely  Impacted  by  private  Inholdlngs.  Areas  of 
moderate  mineral  potential  and  high  geothermal  potential  also  are  In  conflict 
with  wilderness  values.  This  area  should  be  dropped  from  further  consideration 
as  wilderness. 

The  recommendations  and  comments  following  are  for  those  wilderness  study 
areas  which  have  been  recommended  for  designation  in  the  Preferred  Alternative  of 
the  Draft  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 

1.  High  Hock  Lake  (NV-020-007)  -  The  preferred  alternative  shows  most  of  this 
area  as  being  recommended  for  wilderness  designation.  There  are  conflicts  In 
the  northern  part  of  this  WSA  with  geothermal  value.  However,  the  geothermal 
field  Is  partially  under  private  ground  and  thus  accessible  from  the  north.  We 
also  note  that  the  local  governments  are  not  opposed  to  wilderness  status  for 
this  area.  We  feel  that  the  wilderness  values  found  In  the  area,  and  the 
protection  that  designation  would  provide  to  the  potholes,  outweigh  the  loss  of 
access  to  the  geothermal  area,  and  we  concur  with  the  preferred  alternative. 

We  note,  however,  that  there  are  two  WSAs  being  considered  in  the 
Susanville  district  immediately  to  the  north  and  west  of  this  area.  These  areas 
may  be  superior  examples  of  the  geology  and  flora  and  fauna  of  this  area,  with 
higher  wilderness  values.  Should  these  areas  be  recommended  for  wilderness 
designation,  our  office  may  re-evaluate  the  values  of  the  High  Rock  Lake  area, 
with  a  possible  shift  of  emphasis  to  allow  access  to  the  geothermal  area  and 
protect  the  potholes  through  Borne  other  mechanism,  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
area  as  a  full  multiple  use  area. 

2.  Calico  Mountains  (NV-020-019)  -  Testimony  at  public  hearings  indicates  that 
wilderness  quality  Is  high  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Calico  Mountains  WSA 
and  less  high  in  the  northern  portion.  Much  of  the  visual  beauty  of  the  area 
comes  from   the  multi-colored  rock  formations.     These  same  rock  formations 
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are  evidence  of  mineral  potential.  During  the  hearings  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  testimony  from  the  mineral  industry  that  the  mineral  potential  of  the  Calicos 
is  in  fact  even  higher  than  that  reflected  In  the  BLM's  maps,  an  evaluation 
based  upon  more  recent  data  than  the  BLM  used  in  their  mineral  potential 
evaluation.  The  State  Department  of  Minerals  confirms  that  this  is  the  WSA 
with  the  highest  mineral  potential.  We  note  that  adjusting  the  boundaries  to 
eliminate  the  areas  of  highest  mineral  potential  would  also  eliminate  the  areas 
with  the  highest  wilderness  values.  We  also  note  that  local  governments  are 
opposed  to  the  Calicos  as  wilderness  because  of  the  mineral  values  and  the 
increased  difficulty  of  managing  the  wild  horses.  On  balance,  we  recommend 
that  this  WSA  be  dropped  in  its  entirety  from  further  consideration  as  wilderness. 

Mount  Limbo  (NV-020-201)  -  This  area  Is  heavily  used  by  hunters,  hikers  and 
backpackers  from  the  Reno  area,  who  depend  on  the  access  provided  by  the 
many  ways  now  extending  into  the  area,  especially  on  Its  eastern  slopes.  A 
large  portion  of  the  area  recommended  under  the  preferred  alternative  shows 
moderate  mineral  potential.  There  is  a  steep  portion  of  the  WSA  which  does 
not  have  these  resource  conflicts.  However,  the  sense  of  solitude  on  the  western 
steep  slopes  Is  diminished  by  the  major  north-south  highway  running  through 
Winnemucca  Lake  Valley  to  the  west  and  clearly  visible  from  much  of  the  area. 
We  also  note  local  government  opposition  to  the  designation  of  this  WSA.  We 
recommend  that  the  entire  WSA  be  eliminated  from  further  consideration  as 
wilderness. 

Blue  Lakes  (NV-020-600)  -  This  area  has  a  history  of  controversy;  many  local 
people  are  still  angry  over  the  BLM's  closure  of  the  all-vehicle  road  to  the  lake. 
Today  only  those  recreationists  who  can  walk  the  steep  half-mile  or  so  to  the 
lake  can  go  there.  Hunters  would  also  be  inconvenienced  by  the  closure  of 
ways  as  proposed  in  the  WSA.  There  Is,  however,  wide  agreement  that  this  is 
probably  the  most  scenically  valuable  WSA  In  the  district,  and  possibly  in  the 
State.  Since  the  road  closure  is  already  an  accomplished  fact,  accepted  by  the 
county,  and  Is  arguably  necessary  to  protect  the  fragile  alpine  lake  environment, 
we  support  the  preferred  alternative  for  designation.  However,  we  strongly  urge 
the  Bureau  to  work  with  local  people  In  developing  a  management  plan  for  the 
area,  using  CRMP-type  techniques. 

Blue  Lakes  (Alder  Creek)  (NV-020-600D)  -  The  area  is  small  (4,000  acres  in  the 
MFP  n  and  Preferred  Alternatives)  and  has  limited  wilderness  value.  In  the 
DEIS  wilderness  quality  is  indicated  as  high;  however,  we  feel  this  rating  may 
be  an  overstatement.  Access  to  the  area  should  remain  open,  especially  if  the 
Blue  Lakes  Area  becomes  a  wilderness  area.  We  recommend  that  this  area  be 
dropped  from  further  consideration  as  a  wilderness  area. 

South  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-603)  -  This  area  primarily  falls  within  the  high 
and  moderate  mineral  potential  ratings.  Also,  a  large  portion  of  the  area  has 
substantial  manageability  problems  and  Is  easily  accessible  by  off-road  vehicles. 
Conflicting  with  the  potentials  and  problems  Is  the  high  wilderness  quality  found 
in  much  of  the  area.  The  MFP  fl*  Alternative  reduces  much  of  the  resource 
conflicts  and  management  problems  while  still  providing  protection  to  a  portion 
of  the  area  having  the  highest  wilderness  qualities.  We  recommend  that,  in 
spite  of  the  conflicts  that  could  occur,  the  area  Indicated  in  the  MFP  D. 
Alternative  be  considered  for  wilderness  designation. 
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7.  Black  Rock  Desert  -  South  (NV-020-620)  -  This  area  is  highly  controversial 
because  of  widely  differing  viewpoints  on  the  quality  of  the  wilderness  values 
of  the  area  and  its  manageability  as  a  wilderness  area.  The  area  is  unique 
among  the  WSAs  In  Nevada  because  it  represents  a  valley  floor yplaya  ecosystem 
rather  than  an  upland  ecosystem.  However,  this  characteristic  makes  the 
restriction  of  access  difficult.  It  Is  an  area  which  has  seen  human  use,  but 
where  nature  erases  the  imprints  of  man.  The  area  itself  is  not  fragile,  but 
protection  is  being  sought  for  a  variety  of  valuable  and  unique  cultural  and 
paleon  to  logical  resources.  The  area  was  studied  by  a  special  ad  hoc  committee 
convened  by  the  BLM,  and  that  committee  recommended  partial  wilderness 
designation.  The  BLM  has  essentially  used  that  recommendation  as  its  preferred 
alternative.  We  note  that  Humboldt  County  still  opposes  wilderness  for  this 
area.  However,  we  Bupport  the  process  and  the  committees  conclusions.  This 
process  should  also  also  be  used  in  developing  a  management  plan  for  the  area 
If  it  Is  designated  wilderness. 

8.  Pahute  Peak  (NV-020-621)  -  Wilderness  values  are  present  in  this  area  but  their 
quality  is  not  high.  The  area  with  the  highest  wilderness  values  is  also  the 
area  having  the  greatest  conflicts  due  to  mineral  and  geothermal  potential.  Its 
designation  Is  being  sought  In  part  to  protect  the  "vlewshed'  of  the  emigrant 
trail  which  is  located  below  and  to  the  west  of  the  WSA.  Since  this  would  at 
best  provide  only  partial  protection  to  a  viewshed  which  extends  in  all  directions, 
it  alone  Is  not  an  adequate  reason  for  designation.  We  note  that  local  government 
Is  opposed  to  the  designation  of  this  WSA.  We  recommend  that  no  portion  of 
this  area  be  considered  for  wilderness  designation. 

9.  North  Fork  Little  Humboldt  River  (NV-020-827)  -  The  draft  recommendation  is 
to  designate  as  wilderness  only  the  river  gorge  itself  and  a  small  area  above 
the  canyon  walls.  We  concur  that  wilderness  values  are  high  within  the  gorge, 
and  resource  conflicts  few.  Local  government  supports  this  WSA,  as  indicated 
by  the  State  Land  Use  Planning  Advisory  Council.  We  recommend  that  this 
area  continue  to  receive  consideration  for  wilderness  designation  as  suggested 
in  the  preferred  alternative. 

As  stated  above,  we  feel  the  following  areas  should  be  continued  to  be  evaluated 
as  possible  wilderness  areas  within  the  Winnemucca  District.  These  are:  High  Rock 
Lake  (Preferred  -  14,000  acres);  Blue  Lakes  (Preferred  -  16,400  acres);  South  Jackson 
Mountains  (MFP  II  -  10,300  acres);  Black  Rock  Desert  -  South  (Preferred  -  174,300 
acres);  and    North    Fork   Little   Humboldt   River  (Wilderness   Emphasis  -  8,900   acres). 

We  hope  these  comments  will  be  useful  to  you  and  we  appreciate  the  opportunity 
to  comment. 


Sincerely, 


Pamela  B.  Wilcox 

Administrator 


PBWiJMDiJs 
Attachment 
cci     John  Walker,  Office  of  Community  Services 
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Pamela  B.  Wilcox,  Administrator 

Division  of  State  Lands 

201  South  Fall  Street  Carson  City,  Nevada 

Dear  Mrs.  Wilcox: 


89710 


On  December  2,  1983,  State  Land  Use  Planning  Advisory  Council  members  from 
Churchill,  Humboldt,  and  Pershing  Counties  met  in  Wlnnemucca  to  discuss  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  wilderness  area  proposals  in  the  three  counties.  The  wilderness 
areas  under  consideration  are  included  in  the  Wlnnemucca  District  Wilderness  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  the  Lahontan  Resource  Management  Plan  Draft 
Environmental  Impact  Statement.  Members  of  the  County  Commissioners  from  Humboldt 
County  (Alan  Beck)  and  Churchill  County  (John  Serpa)  also  attended  the  meeting  and 
participated  in  the  discussion.  The  session  was  authorized  by  the  State  Land  Use 
Planning  Advisory  Council  during  their  meeting  held  on  October  17,  1983,  to  develop 
local  input  from  affected  counties  for  Bureau  consideration. 

Our  recommendations  on  each  proposed  wilderness  area  are  being  sent  to  you 
for  your  consideration  as  you  develop  an  agency  recommendation  regarding  wilderness 
in  the  three  affected  counties.  We  hope  you  will  also  convey  our  comments  to  Governor 
Bryan  for  his  consideration  and  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management. 

For  the  Lahontan  Resource  Area  we  recommend  that  the  following  wilderness 
study  areas  be  dropped  from  further  consideration  as  wilderness! 

1.  Clan  Alpine  Mountains  (NV-030-102): 

2.  Stillwater  Range  (NV-030-104);  and 

3.  Job  Peak  (NV-030-127) 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  group  that  all  three  areas  lack  outstanding  wilderness 
qualities  and  primitive  recreation  opportunities.  Reasons  cited  for  opposition  for 
designation  included:  active  mining  and  mineral  exploration  now  taking  place  in  all 
three  areas;  geothermal  potential!  adverse  effects  many  roads  and  ways  have  on 
wilderness  qualities;  military  overflights;  reduced  capability  by  the  BLM  to  adequately 
manage  wild  horses  with  wilderness  use  restrictions;  high  community  opposition  to 
wilderness  for  these  areas;  and  possible  adverse  economic  impacts  on  state  and  local 
governments  through  reduced  revenues  from  oil,  gas  and  geothermal  leasing  sources. 

The  group  felt  that  of  all  the  areas  being  considered  in  Churchill  County,  the 
Desatoya  Wilderness  Study  Area  (NV-030-110)  was  the  least  objectionable.  The.  area 
has  the  highest  wilderness  values  of  the  areas  studied  and  designation  would  hti$e  the 
least  impact  on  the  mineral,  energy  and  livestock  industries. 

For  the  Wlnnemucca  District  the  following  recommendations  were  made  for  each 
area  for  the  reasons  stated: 

1.  High  Rock  Lake  (NV-020-007)  -  The  area  indicated  for  wilderness  in  the  Preferred 
Alternative  is  suitable  for  further  wilderness  consideration.  This  14,000  acre 
portion  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  has  wilderness  qualities  and  special 
attractions  which  qualify  the  area  for  additional  evaluation. 
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2.  Poodle  Mountain  (NV-020-012,  CA-020-618  and  621)  -  The  area  should  not  be 
further  considered  for  wilderness  because  of  lack  of  wilderness  characteristics, 
many  private  land  inholdings,  and  numerous  roads  and  ways  extending  into  the 
area. 

3.  Fox  Range  (NV-020-014)  and  Fox  Range  (Pole  Creek)  (NV-020-014A)  -  No  further 
wilderness  consideration.  The  area  lacks  wilderness  qualities  and  is  an  area 
with  moderate  to  high  mineral  potential. 

4.  Calico  Mountains  (NV-020-019)  -  The  area  should  not  be  considered  for  wilderness. 
The  area  contains  substantial  mineral  development  potential  and  lacks  wilderness 
qualities  in  non-mineralized  areas.  Wilderness  will  create  a  wild  horse 
management  problem.  There  Is  strong  resistance  against  wilderness  designation 
for  this  area  from  the  mineral  Industry  and  Pershing  County. 

5.  Augusta  Mountains  (NV-030-108)  -  Area  should  not  be  further  considered  for 
wilderness  since  the  area  has  few  wilderness  characteristics,  Is  adversely  impacted 
by  military  training  flights,  and  has  moderate  mineral  development  potential. 
Both  Pershing  and  Churchill  Counties  strongly  oppose  designation  of  this  area. 

6.  Selenites  (NV-020-200)  -  No  further  consideration  for  wilderness.  The  area  is 
opposed  by  Pershing  County  and  lacks  any  substantial  support  from  any  group, 
due  to  lack  of  wilderness  qualities,  mineral  values  present,  and  management 
problems. 

7.  lit.  Limbo  (NV-020-201)  -  The  area  should  not  be  further  considered  for 
wilderness.  While  the  area  does  have  wilderness  characteristics,  these  attributes 
are  neutralized  by  the  affect  of  outside  sights  and  sounds  on  the  wilderness 
area.  The  area  currently  enjoys  multiple  use  benefits  through  off-road  vehicle 
use  and  heavy  hunter  activity.  Mineral  values  also  exist  in  the  area.  These 
benefits  would  be  adversely  affected  by  wilderness  designation.  The  most  scenic 
portions  of  the  WSA,  because  of  their  inaccessibility,  would  not  be  lost  if  the 
area  does  not  become  wilderness.  Pershing  County  supports  continued  multiple 
use  in  the  area. 

8.  Tobin  Mountain  (China  Mountain)  (NV-020-406P)  -  No  further  consideration  for 
wilderness  Is  recommended.  The  area  Is  small,  has  limited  wilderness  values, 
and  has  high  mineral  development  potential. 

9.  Tobin  Range  (NV-020-406Q)  -  High  mineral  values,  lack  of  wilderness 
characteristics,  and  management  problems  should  eliminate  this  area  from  further 
wilderness  consideration. 

10.  Blue  Lakes  (NV-020-600)  -  The  area  as  shown  in  the  Preferred  Alternative  should 
be  further  considered  as  wilderness.  The  basis  for  the  recommendation  Is 
outstanding  wilderness  values  present,  limited  resource  conflicts,  and  general 
support  for  the  area  as  wilderness.  Humboldt  County,  recognizing  the  attributes 
of  the  area,  Is  supportive  of  wilderness  consideration. 
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11.  Blue  Lakes  -  Alder  Creek  (NV-020-600D)  -  This  area  should  be  eliminated  from 
further  wilderness  consideration.  The  area  is  small  and  lacks  high  wilderness 
qualities.  Access  to  area  for  multiple  use  should  be  retained.  Humboldt  County 
opposes  designation  of  this  area. 

12.  South  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-603)  -  The  area  indicated  for  wilderness 
consideration  under  the  Management  Framework  Plan  n  (MFP  ID  Alternative 
(10,300  acres)  is  appropriate.  This  area,  while  having  moderate  mineral  potential, 
has  outstanding  wilderness  values  that  outweigh  the  mineral  values.  Humboldt 
County  does  not  strongly  oppose  the  MFP  II  Alternative. 

13.  North  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-606)  -  The  wilderness  study  area  should  not 
be  further  considered  for  wilderness  designation.  Resource  conflicts  due  to 
moderate  and  high  mineral  values  are  more  significant  than  the  wilderness 
qualities  present.  Roads  and  ways  extending  into  the  WSA  and  the  presence  of 
a  large  private  inholding  detract  from  the  wilderness  qualities  that  may  be 
present. 

14.  Black  Rock  Desert  (NV-020-620)  -  The  group,  especially  Humboldt  County,  felt 
that  the  area  is  unmanageable  as  a  wilderness  areas  and  should  not  be  further 
considered  for  wilderness.  Search  and  rescue  costs  for  lost  or  stranded  hikers 
on  the  desert  that  would  be  borne  by  the  county  were  discussed  and  felt  to  be 
possibly  significant.  Because  of  concern  for  archeological  and  paleontologies! 
resources  present  on  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  the  group  felt  that  the  alternative 
to  wilderness  designation  would  be  designation  of  such  sites  as  areas  of  critical 
environmental  concern  with  fencing  of  each  area  for  protection,  If  needed. 
There  was  also  concern  expressed  about  the  potential  for  oil  and  gas  and 
geothermal  leasing  and  exploration  that  would  be  adversely  affected  by  wilderness 
designation.  It  was  felt  that  if  the  area  is  recommended  by  the  BLM  for  further 
wilderness  consideration,  a  separate  budget  should  be  prepared  and  submitted  to 
Congress  indicating  the  costs  of  managing  the  area  as  wilderness. 

15.  Pahute  Peak  (NV-020-621)  -  This  area  should  not  be  further  considered  for 
wilderness.  Wilderness  values  are  somewhat  limited  and  are  overshadowed  by 
the  mineral  potential  existing  in  the  area.  The  group  opposed  the  concept  of 
creating  a  wilderness  area  to  protect  the  viewshed  from  an  adjacent  non- 
wilderness  area. 

16.  North  Black  Rock  Range  (NV-020-622)  -  No  further  consideration  for  wilderness 
was  recommended.  Private  inholdings  and  mineral  values  present  outweigh  the 
wilderness  values  that  exist  in  a  portion  of  the  WSA. 

IT.  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  (NV-020-827)  -  The  area  shown  for  wilderness 
In  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  may  be  appropriate  for  wilderness 
designation.  This  8,900  acre  area  is  manageable  as  wilderness,  does  not  appear 
to  conflict  with  other  resource  values  and  does  contain  unique  wilderness  qualities. 
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Aa  =<>"nty  government  representatives,  the  group  participating  in  the  discussion 
felt  that  in  the  evaluation  of  wilderness  designation,  strong  consideration  should  be 
given  to  economic  impacts  on  local  governments,  especially  to  the  costs  and  impacts 
to  local  governments  for  search  and  rescue  operations  and  indigent  medical  bills.  These 
costs  are  already  problems,  and  as  wilderness  areas  attract  people  from  other  areas 
who  wish  to  experience  wilderness  In  rural  Nevada,  the  costs  will  increase 


Sincerel' 


/   Sammye  IJgalde,  OJalrman 

State  Land  Use  Planning  Advisory  Council 
Representative,  Humboldt  County 


cc:    State  Land  Use  Planning  Advisory  Council  Members 
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After  careful  evaluation  of  the  information  provided  the  Bureau  during  the 
public  comment  period,  a  decision  was  made  to  drop  this  WSA  from  further 
consideration  aa  wilderness.   Since  the  Draft  waB  published,  a  great  deal  of 
information  haa  been  provided  by  mineral  companies  active  in  the  area. 

Exxon  Minerals  Company  haa  nominated  the  area  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Mineral 
Potential.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa  begun  new  exploration  activity 
for  precious  metals  on  I ta  claim  block  with  the  southern  portion  of  the  WSA 
where  wilderneaa  valuea  are  highest.   Baaed  on  the  results  of  this  exploration 
activity,  plans  are  to  develop  these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid 
discovery.   The  probability  of  proving  a  valid  economic  precious  metal 
discovery  Is  high,  based  on  the  initial  Information.   Such  a  discovery  would 
allow  the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development,  i.e.,  mining.   If  these 
minerals  are  rained,  the  wildernesB  values  In  the  vicinity  would  be  seriously 
imp ilred  or  possibly  destroyed. 

This  new  information  coupled  with  your  recommendation  is  considered  a 
compelling  reason  to  drop  the  Calico  Mountains  WSA  from  wilderness 
consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Mountains-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  BuiCable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  valuea  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  conalderable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  la  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  aa  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  higheat  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  sctlvlty,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  dlacovery.   Baaed  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  haa  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderneaa  consideration, 


Tha  araa  preliminarily  recommended  aultebla  anconpaases  12,750  acres  of  rugged 
landscape  which,  due  to  the  rugged  terrain,  preclude  most  off-road  vehicles, 
Special  featured  of  the  araa  include  the  oajeatlc  8,273  foot  Kumiva  Peak  ai 
well  as  tha  leas  prominent  Purgatory  Peak  and  Mount  Limbo  Itself.   The  lofty 
elevations  of  these  peaks  offer  an  excellent  view  of  the  nearby  San  Emidlo 
Desert  and  surrounding  areaB.   The  Mount  Limbo  WSA  offers  outstanding 
opportunities  for  day-hiking,  camping,  backpacking,  hunting,  rock  cHfflbing  and 
nature  study. 


Closure  of  the  ways  would  not  cause 
Cur 


Closure  of  the  waye  would  not  cause  a  significant  change  from  current  use. 
Currently  used  access  ways  end  at  tha  boundary  of  the  prel iminarl ly 
recommended  areas.   Thus,  hikers,  hunters,  sightseers,  etc.,  most  walk  to 
their  destinations  under  present  conditions;  tha  preferred  alternative  would 
not  channa  this  situation. 


not  channa  this  situation. 


Mineral  potential  was  considered  during  development  of  the  Preferred 
Alternative  for  the  preliminarily  recommended  area.   Crest  care  was  exercised 
to  eliminate  as  ouch  moderate  metallic  and  nonmetallic  mineral  potential  as 
po  b  s  1  b  1  e  . 

During  development  of  the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  for  the  DEIS  which 
was  selected  as   the  preferred  alternative,  approximately  150  acres  along  the 
southwest  border  were  added  to  make  a  more  definable  boundary.   Thla  area  has 
been  eliminated  in  the  preferred  alternative  for  the  FEIS  based  on  documented 
mineralization  and  past  prospecting  activities. 

Considering  the  preliminary  nature  of  the  Barriuger  Resources  Geocheuical 
Survey  and  numerous  other  preliminary  reports  concerning  this  area,  It  has 
been  determined  that  the  previously  mentioned  wilderness  values  outweigh  the 
moderate  potential  identified  in  the  preliminary  dats.   Recommendations  will 
be  subject  to  the  results  of  studies  to  be  conducted  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  oF  Mines. 

The  powerline  and  highway  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  are 
considered  a  minimal  Impact  owing  to  their  distance  and  natural  phyalcal 
screening  from  them.   Our  data  show  the  preaence  of  these  features  ia  not 
compelling  enough  to  remove  the  WSA  from  consideration. 

While  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  is  opposed  by  Pershing  County  Cotnmlaslone  re  ,  It  Is 
actively  supported  by  the  rancher  in  whoBe  allotment  the  WSA  falls.   Based  on 
responses  during  the  public  comment  period  for  the  draft  environmental  impict 
statement,  a  large  Begment  of  the  general  public  la  also  in  favor  of 
recommending  the  area  for  wilderness. 

After  careful  evaluation  of  public  comments  received  during  the  public  comment 
period  and  a  revaluation  of  the  bureau's  data,  a  decision  was  made  to  accept 
your  recommendation  and  drop  this  WSA  from  further  consideration  as  wilderness. 

No  wilderness  would  eliminate  access  concerns  since  the  road  between  Blue 
Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir  would  be 
maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on  the  road  that  continues 
Kouth  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  alternative  would  also  eliminate  the 
displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  Little  Onion  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoirs. 

Under  the  other  three  alternatives,  there  are  potential  conflicts  with 
development  of  private  lands  Immediately  adjacent  to  the  south  boundary  under 
All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness  Emphasis.   The  limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II 
Recommendation  alternative  raises  serious  doubt  as  to  the  effective  management 
of  the  unit. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  pending  Impacts  that  would  alter  the  present  valuea. 

If  such  a  case  were  to  develop,  we  would  then  consider  some  special 

designation  such  aa  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC)  to 
protect  thla  area. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  aa  Btated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  valuea  and  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  amall  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  ia  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
Halted  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  Serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  uni  t. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doea  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itaelf  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 
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No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek.  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
froe  the  north  would  be  aiaintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  Bouth  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   ThiB  would  slso 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 


The  Area  preliminarily  recommended  bb  suitable  Is  being  modified  from,  the 
preferred  alternative  of  20,094  acres  aa  Btated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  the  MFP  II 
Recommendation  alternative  of  10,300  acres.   This  alternative  focuses  on  the 
highest  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA  and  substantially  reduces  the  amount 
of  moderate  to  high  mineral  potential  and  moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas 
potential.   The  only  manageability  concern  remaining  Is  100  acrea  of  mlnin 
claims  which  are  not  active  at  this  time.' 


tng 


The    area    preliminarily    recommended    as    suitable    is    being   modified    from    the 
preferred   alternative    of    31,000  acrea   aa    Btated    In    the    Draft    EIS   to    the 
Wilderness   Emphasis    alternative    of    25,200   acres.      The    preliminary   suitable 
area    contains    25,200  acrea  of    the  highest   wilderness   values    In   the    Pahute    Peak 
WSA.      These    valueB    include    the   rocky,    steep    slopes    of    picturesque    Clapper 
Canyon   and    the  highly   prominent    8,594    foot    Big   Mountain.      While    the 
preliminarily    recommended    area    contains   areas    of    moderate   geothermal,    metallic 
and    nonmetalllc    minerals,    their    potential    and    values    are    not    considered    high 
enough    to    offset    the    benefits    of   a    natural    landscape  of    vivid    coloration  and 
primitive,    unspoiled    values    as   well    as    outstanding    primitive    recreational 
opportunities    such    as   day-hiking,    camping,    hunting,    etc.      Furthermore, 
opportunities    for   solitude    are   provided    by    the    excellent    topographic   screening 
of    the   area.      The    District  Management    Framework    Plan    Decision   which    states    "no 
surface   occupancy"    for    leaseable   minerals    on    that    area    contained    within    the 
Hews  tied   of    the   Applegate-Lassen   Trail,    grestly   minimizes    the    impacts 
resulting    from   leasable   mineral    activity. 


STAlt.   (»J    Ni  VADA 


STATE  OFFICE  OF  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

Capitol  Complex 

Caroon  Cily.  Nevada     89710 

(702J    885-4420 

December  21,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Re:   84300019 

Dear  Mr.  Shields : 

The  Nevada  State  Clearinghouse  has  concluded  its  review 
of  the  Draft  Winnemucca  Wilderness  EIS.   Attached  are  comments 
prepared  by  the  Departments  of  Agriculture,  Wildlife,  Nevada 
Bureau  of  Mines  and  the  Divisions  of  Environmental  Protection 
and  Historic  Preservation.   We  also  acknowledge  your  receipt 
of  comments  from  the  Department  of  Minerals  and  the  Division  of 
fatate  Lands. 

The  State  agency  comments  are  being  submitted  for  your 
consideration  only;  a  State  Wilderness  consensus  position  on 
the  Winnemucca  EIS  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  Governor  Bryan. 

If  you  have  any  questions  of  if  I  may  be  of  further 
assistance,  please  call. 


Sincerely, 


a  k/*/£o 


'John  B.  Walker 
Clearinghouse  Coordinator 


JBW/kf 
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MEMORANDUM 


SJATE    OF     NEVADA 
DEPARTMENT    OF    AGRICULTURE 

350  Capitol    Hill  Avenue.   Reno.  Nevada      89502 
ling  address    p.o.  box  hioo.  heno.  nevada     89310  1iooi 

""-" ""   789-0180 

November  23,   1983 


Office  of  Community  Services 
1100  East  William,  Suite  109 
Carson  City,  Nevada  89710 

Subject:     Comments  on  SAI  NV  #84300019  -  Winnemucca  Wilderness  Draft  EIS  and 
Technical   Report 

High  Rock  Lake  (007) 

We  advocate  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative  because  of  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Regular  low-level  military  flights. 

2.  Moderate  to  high  metallic,   geothermal  and  non-metal  11c  mineral   potential 

3.  2.3  miles  of  cherrystem  roads  and  13.4  miles  of  ways. 

Poodle  Mountain   (012) 

We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 
Fox  Range  (014) 

We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 
Pole  Creek  (014A) 

We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 
Calico  Mountains   (019) 

We  recommend  the  MFP   II  Alternative. 

Augusta  Mountain 
We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 

Selenite  Mountains   (200) 
We  recommend  the  MFP  II  Alternative. 

Mountain  Limbo   (201 ) 
We  recommend  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative  because  of  the  following  reasons: 
Moderate  metallic  and  non-metallic  mineral   potential. 


1. 


2.  13  miles  of  ways. 

3.  88%  of  area  would  have  unlimited  0RV  accessibility. 

4.  The  area  1s  not  substantially  different  from  other  areas  in  Nevada. 
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Office  of  Community  Services 

SAI  NV  #84300019  -  Winnemucca  Wilderness  Draft  EIS 
and  Technical  Report 


China  Mountain  (406P) 
We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 

Blue  Lakes  (600) 

This  area  has  many  human  imprints  in  it  such  as  two  (2)  buckaroo  cabins,  fences  and 
man-made  Leonard  Lake.   It  is  subject  to  low  level  military  flights.  Blue  Lake  itself 
should  be  designated  as  an  ACEC  or  protected  1n  some  way.  The  rest  of  the  area  should 
be  eliminated  from  wilderness  consideration. 

Alder  Creek  (600D) 
We  recommend  the  No  Wilderness  Alternative  because  of  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  Preferred  Alternative  only  encompasses  4,000  acres  which  does  not  meet 
minimum  acreage  for  a  wilderness  area. 

2.  The  area  does  not  have  any  unique  features  -  the  same  kind  of  terrain  can 
be  found  in  numerous  locations  throughout  Nevada. 

3.  Located  next  to  B1g  Onion  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoirs. 

4.  Numerous  low  level  military  flights. 

5.  There  would  be  a  manageability  problem. 

South  Jackson  Mountains  (603) 

This  area  has  high  mineral  potential,  3.3  miles  of  ways  and  400  acres  of  mining 
claims  and  should  not  be  considered  for  wilderness. 

North  Jackson  Mountains  (606) 

We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 

Black  Rock  Desert  (620) 
This  area  should  not  be  considered  for  wilderness  because: 

1.  It  has  historically  been  used  as  roads  for  shortcuts  across  the  desert, 
rockhounds,  ORV's,  etc. 

2.  It  would  be  expensive  and  probably  Impossible  to  administer  because  of  the 
easy  access  to  vehicles  from  all  sides. 

3.  Archaeological  sites  can  be  better  protected  through  other  means. 

Pahute  Peak  (621) 

This  area  has  moderate  metallic  and  non-metallic  mineral  potential,  high  geothermal 
potential,  800  acres  of  mining  claims,  2.4  miles  of  ways  and  high  0RV  accessibility, 
therefore,  1t  should  not  be  considered  for  wilderness  designation. 

North  Black  Rock  Range  (622) 

We  recommend  the  Preferred  Alternative. 

North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  (827) 
We  support  the  MFP  II  Recommendation. 


/^^^A(s/C^4u^-^ 


sllc 


Richard  L.  Rowe 
Regional  Coordinator 


■'«?, 


Thomas  W.  Ballow 
Executive  Director 
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;.IAIE    Of    NtVADA 

DEPARTMENT   OF   WILDLIFE 

t  IUO  V-iil.-y  Road 

P  O     Bo*    106/8 

MtMU),   Nuvdda      86520  0022 

(/02)    7HU  0500 

December  8,  1983 


Ma.  Linda  Ryan,  Director 
Office  of  Community  Servicea 
1100  Eaat  William,  Suite  109 
Caraon  City,  NV  89710 

Dear  Linda: 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  review  and  provide  comment  on  the 
Winnemucca  Draft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement  and 
Asaociated  Technical  Report  (SAI  NV  084300019).   As  mentioned  earlier  to 
John  Walker,  our  comments  are  specific  to  the  needs  and  considerations 
for  fish  and  wildlife  related  issues  and  do  not  consider  other  resource 
values  or  associated  conflicts.   Our  comments  by  specific  study  area 
include  the  following: 

1.  High  Rock  Lake  -  We  would  support  the  BLM's  preferred 
alternative  for  thiB  area  which  recommends  14,000  acres  as 
suitable  for  wilderness.   Designation  of  the  area  would  not 
adversely  impact  the  wildlife  resources  or  significantly 
restrict  existing  access  utilized  by  the  hunting  public. 

2.  Poodle  Mountain  -  We  accept  the  preferred  alternative  for  this 
area  which  recommends  no  further  wilderness  consideration. 
The  area  has  numerous  unimproved  roads  or  ways  which  provide 
limited  accesB  for  hunters  at  the  present  time. 

3.  Fox  Range  -  Our  agency  supports  the  preferred  alternative  for 
this  area  which  recommends  no  further  wilderness 
consideration. 

4.  Pole  Creek  -  We  accept  the  preferred  alternative  for  this  area 
which  recommends  no  further  wilderness  consideration. 

5.  Calico  Mountains  -  Although  the  preferred  alternative  is 
acceptable  to  our  agency,  we  are  somewhat  neutral  on  this  area 
since  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  wilderness  are  about 
equal, 

i.   Augusta  Mountains  -  The  preferred  alternative  is  acceptable 
with  respect  to  wildlife  considerations. 


Ms.  Linda  Ryan 
December  6,  1983 
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?•    Selenlte  Range  -  We  Bupport  the  preferred  alternative  and 
believe  this  area  should  be  deleted  from  further  wilderness 
consideration.   Our  agency  has  recently  completed  a  series  of 
small  game  guzzlers  in  the  area  which  should  enhance  hunting 
opportunities. 

8.  Mount  Limbo  -  We  do  not  support  the  preferred  alternative  and 
would  suggest  that  this  area  be  deleted  from  further 
wilderness  consideration  because  of  potential  access 
restrictions.   The  area  is  important  to  local  hunters  and 
trappers  because  of  relatively  high  animal  and  bird 
populations  and  is  also  in  close  proximity  of  population 
centers  in  northern  Nevada. 

9.  Tobin  Mountains  -  The  preferred  alternative  which  deletes 
these  areas  from  further  wilderness  consideration  is 
acceptable. 

10-    Blue  Lakes  -  Although  this  area  does  provide  some  of  the 

highest  wilderness  qualities  in  the  district,  our  agency  would 
Bupport  deletion  from  further  wilderness  consideration  because 
of  access  restrictions.   Hunter  access  is  very  important  in 
this  area  for  recreational  and  management  purposes  and  we 
believe  it  should  be  maintained. 

11.  Alder  Creek  -  We  would  recommend  deleting  this  area  for  the 
same  reasons  listed  above. 

12.  So.  Jackson  Mountains  -  We  would  support  the  preferred 
alternative  for  this  area  since  it  would  not  significantly 
restrict  existing  access.   Wilderness  designation  may  also 
provide  additional  protection  for  proposed  bighorn  sheep 
reintroductions . 

13.  No.  Jackson  Mountains  -  While  the  preferred  alternative  is 
acceptable,  we  could  also  support  wilderness  designation  under 
the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  since  it  would  not  further 
restrict  existing  access.   Wilderness  could  also  provide 
additional  protection  for  further  proposed  bighorn  sheep 
reintroductions. 

14.  Black  Rock  Desert  -  Since  wildlife  is  not  an  issue  in  this 
area,  our  agency  has  no  comment. 

15.  Pahute  Peak  -  The  preferred  alternative  is  acceptable  to  our 
agency  which  recommends  31,000  acres  as  suitable  for 
wilderness. 
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16.  No.  Black  Rock  Range  -  We  support  the  preferred  alternative 
alnce  existing  access  to  the  top  of  Summit  Lake  Mountain  is 
important  and  should  remain  open  to  the  public. 

17.  North  Fork  -  Little  Humboldt  -  Our  agency  supports  the 
preferred  alternative  but  would  not  recommend  a  buffer  atrip 
on  the  mesa. 

I  hope  these  comments  will  be  of  value  to  the  BLM  in  making  the 
final  decisions  relative  to  wilderness  classification.   If  you  need 
further  information  at  thiB  time,  please  advise. 

Sincerely, 

William  A.  Molini 
Director 
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WINNEMUCCA  DISTRICT  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS: 


Mineral  deposits  occur  at  specific  points  in  nature  in  response  to  very  restrictive 
geologic  parameters.   It  may  seem  to  some  that  all  of  Nevada  is  mineralized.   This 
is  not  precisely  true.   We  are  fortunate  that  in  this  State  we  do  have  large  areas 
enriched  with  valuable  mineral  deposits.   This  concentration  of  mineral  lands 
within  the  State  makes  it  imperative  that  proposed  land  withdrawals  carefully 
consider  the  mineral  potential  of  the  land  before  final  action  Is  taken.   Nevada's 
minerals,  while  within  the  State,  are  a  National  resource  and  as  such  should  remain 
available  for  times  of  critical  National  need. 

Mineral  potential,  unlike  other  resource  items,  cannot  be  precisely  documented  and, 
in  most  cases,  lack  of  information  can  only  be  used  to  classify  an  area  as  "umknown" 
not  "unfavorable".   On  the  other  hand,  when  we  do  have  information  that  gives  us 
any  inclination. of  mineral  potential,  whether  it  he  "high",  "medium",  or  even  "low", 
we  must  take  this  information  to  mean  that  there  definitely  is  mineral  potential, 
we  Just  don't  know  the  intensity  of  that  potential. 

Specifically  referring  to  the  Winnemucca  district,  the  BLM  has  expended  considerable 
effort  and  funds  to  conduct  mineral  studies  of  the  proposed  Wilderness  Areas  within 
the  district.   A  rating  system,  although  far  from  perfect ,  has  been  devised  and 
used  to  rank  mineral  potential  In  the  various  areas.   In  spite  of  this  considerable 
effort,  the  BLM  has  Btill  included  many  areas  of  recognized  mineral  potential  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  WSA's. 

Specifically,  the  Fly  Canyon  Zone  of  High  Rock  Lake  (NV-020-007)  is  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  geo thermal  area  at  Fly  Ranch  (Wards)  Hot  Springs .   This  area  has 
high  geothermal  potential. 

The  Calico  Mountains  (NV-020-019)  have  two  areas  of  high  and  moderate  mineral 
potential  which  occur  on  the  outer  perimeter  of  the  area  and,  in  general,  the 
entire  Calico  Mountain  area  contains  identified  mineral  potential.   The  name  of  the 
mountains  themselves,  "Calico",  is  derived  from  the  large  colorful  areas  of  hydro- 
thermal  alteration  present  there.   The  presence  of  large  blocks  of  mining  claims 
In  both  the  Donnelly  district  (north)  and  the  Mormon  Dan  Canyon  Zone(south)  attest 
to  the  mineral  character  of  these  specific  parts  of  the  WSA. 

The  Blue  Lakes-Alder  Creek  Areas  (NV-020-600  and  600D)  also  contain  areas  of 
defined  mineral  potential.   Again,  these  areas  occur  on  the  margins  of  the  WSA's 
and  could  be  easily  excluded . 

The  South  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-O2O-603)  contain  demonstrated  areas  of  high  mineral 
potential  which  should  be  given  stronger  consideration.   Mineralization  west  of  King 
Lear  Peak  is  described  in  detail  in  the  BLM  Wilderness  Technical  Report,  but  was 
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apparent  ly  not  du  1  y  considered  a  a  this  urea  has  been  i  in  I  uded  within  a  WSA.   The 
prc-Hi-nci-  ol  known  lion  deposits  Lu  l  he  norili  inul  known  i upper  deposits  lu  the 
south  coupled  witli  the  favorable  mineral  showings  described  within  the  BI.M  Tech. 
Report  require  that  this  area  he  renerved  for  future  mineral  utilization. 

The  main  point  of  my  remarks  should  be  taken  as  a  request  that  available  mineral 
resource  data  be  fully  considered  In  the  Wilderness  recommendation  process . 
We  are  in  many  cases  forced  to  accept  the  statement  "we  have  no  mineral  informa- 
tion therefore  we  must  assume  there  are  no  mineral  values."   This  places  all  of 
the  evaluation  criteria  on  other  resource  values.   In  the  case  of  the  Winnemucca 
District,  there  are  mineral  data,  data  generated  specifically  for  this  purpose. 
These  data  should  not  be  ignored. 
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Attached  for  revlev  end  ooeeenf   Is  •  copy  of  the  aforementioned  project*     Fleet*  evaluate  It  ult*  l 

II  the  progrea's  effect  on  your  plans  and  prograasf 

2)  the   Importance  of    Its  contribution  to  State  and/or  ereeulds  goals  end  objectives) 

31   Its  accord  alth  any  applicable  law,  order  or  regulation  ulth  vhlcb  you  are  feelllar  sftdVer 

<»  additional   considerations* 
FUASE  SUBMIT  TOUR  COWEMTS  NO  LATER  THAN       eeWBWBfttf  .     wife  out  your  romninti    If  applicable, 

check  the  appropriate  box  bslou  and  return  the  for*  to  this  office.       PUASE  fiO  10  EVEN  IP  T0H  HAW  MO  OOJIPT 
on  this  particular  project  so  that  v*  stay  ccapltta  our  processing*     If  yc«  cr*  unable  to  corns nt  by  the 
prescribed  date,  please  notify  this  office   Itsscdlatety. 


THIS  SECTION  TO  K  COMPUTED  »T  REVIEWIM  ASENCTl 

No  eo—nt  on  this  project 
Proposal  supported  as  erltten 
Additional   Information  (see  beloei 


m  Conference  desired  leee  fee  I  owl 
mmm  Conditional  support  (outlined  bolovj 
^Disapproval/denial  of  funding 
<*ust  specify  reason  below) 


Cements l   (us*  additional  sheets   If  necessaryT" 

AIR-Dick  Serdoz:      There  is  very  little  evaluation  of    the  alternatives   regarding 
Air  Quality  however,    this  *ill  altter  the  preservation  of    the  visual! resource. 
Because  of   the   long  down  wind   impajcts  of   urbajn  plan,   migration  under  adverse     -     •- 
meteorology  will  not   protect-  the  WSA  of   the   3  alternatives,    regardless  oif   the  BLM 
classification. 

WATER-Steve   Weafer:      Although   it    1,8    unlikely    that    any  pf    the  alternatives  will  hav 
a  significant   impact  on  state-wide  water  quality,    local   beneficial  impact   cotpid' 
be   realized   in   some  areas  with  the  All  Wilderness,   MFP  II   recommendation,  Vildetnei 
emphasis  or    preferred  alternatives.       In   general,    these  altetnatives  would   reduce' 
damage   to  viable  sport    fishery    streams    from  mining  and   mineral    exploration,    as  i 
well   as,    ORV   use  where   such   streams    are    included    in  designated  wilderness   areas!. 

Continued   next    page. 
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Clearinghouse  comment  a  cone  In-ied: 


SAI  NVtf  8430019  Wlnnemucca  Wilderness 
Draft  t'IS. 


SOLID  WASTE-Allen  fllaggl:   Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Issues  are  Inadequately 
addressed  In  the  draft  E.I.S.  Not  addressed  In  the  Alternatives  are  the  generatlo 
and  disposal  of  solid  and  hazardous  wastes  (partlcually  mine  wastes)  In  the 
W.S.A.'S,  and  the  possible  Increases  or  decrease  In  quantities  of  said  wastes 
due  to  the  wilderness  designation.   In  addition,  the  exclusion  of  potential 
solid  waste  disposal  sites  for  use  by  local  communities  due  to  the  wilderness 
designation  was  not  addressed. 


STATE  OF  NEVADA 


DEPARTMENT  OF  CONSERVATION  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

DIVISION  OF  HISTORIC  PSESESMTION  AMD  MCHEOLOGV 

201  S.  Fall  SU..I 

Capital  Complex 
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1702)  885-5138 

December  6,  1983 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:      John  Walker,  Office  of  Community  Service.,      Qufa^ 

FROM:    Alice  M.  Becker,  Staff  Archeologlat  flj^ 

SUBJECT:  WINNEMUCCA  WILDERNESS  DRAFT  EIS,  SAI  NV#8«00019 

The  Division  was  represented  at  Interdepartmental  meetings  discussing  the 
proposed  wilderness  areas.   We  reached  consensus  with  other  state  agencies 
regarding  the  proposed  wilderness  designations ;  our  comments  in  general 
are  included  with  those  to  be  submitted  by  the  state  of  Nevada. 

More  specifically,  we  wish  the  following  comments  on  the  proposed  Black 
Rock  Desert  Wilderness  Study  Area  be  submitted  to  the  BLM  to  indicate  our 
concern  for  the  area. 

^"Vr  «th1uai»8';1«"y  ^PPort  the  designation  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert 
WbA.   The  Black  Rock  contains  the  requisite  wilderness  values:   there  Is 
enormous  opportunity  for  solitude  and  it  is  a  unique  desert  ecosystem. 

tolL^"aHtly  ^°  ?hl-  0ffICe'  thB  area  contal«°  highly  Bigniflcant  paleon- 
tologlcal  and  archeological  sites.   The  potential  exists  for  some  of  the  old- 
est early  man  sites  in  North  America  to  be  located  in  this  area  due  to  fav- 
orable preservation  conditions.   However,  these  sites  are  fragile  and  are 
easily  destroyed  by  ORVs  and  by  artifact  collectors  and  vandals. 

Our  major  concern  with  designation  regards  management  of  the  area.   Extra 
monitoring  and  signing  will  be  necessary;  more  money  and  time  probably  will 
have  to  be  committed.   Additionally,  cooperation  with  local  and  state  agen- 
cies and  private  citizens  will  be  necessary.   We  suggest  representatives 
of  such  groups  and  organizations  participate  In  the  planning  process. 

We  appreciate  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  this  EIS.   If  the  BLM  has  ques- 
tions regarding  these  comments,  BLM  staff  should  contsct  us. 


AMB/lmw 


Response  Letter  1  2 


Response  Letter  1  2 


8 


Though  High  Roclc  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfirmed  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wildernesa  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholea"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon,   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderste  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  encompasses  12,750  acres  of  rugged 
landscape  which,  due  to  the  rugged  terrain,  preclude  most  off-road  vehicles. 
Sped*!  features  of  tho  area  include  the  majestic  8,271  foot  KutaLva  Peak  as 
well  as  the  less  prominent  Purgatory  Peak  and  Mount  Limbo  Itself.   The  lofty 
elevations  of  these  peaks  offer  an  excellent  view  of  the  nearby  San  Emidlo 
Desert  and  Burroundlng  areas.   The  Mount  Limbo  WSA  offers  outstanding 
opportunities  for  day -hiking,  c  stuping,  backpacking ,  hunting ,  rock  climbing  and 
nature  study. 

Closure  of  the  ways  would  not  cause  a  significant  c  hang  a  f  rots  current  use . 
Current  iy  used  access  ways  end  at  the  boundary  of  the  preliminarily 
recommended  areas .   Thus ,  hikers,  hunters,  sight  seers,  etc.,  must  wa Ik  to 
their  desti net  Ions  under  present  conditions;  the  preferred  alternative  would 
not  change  this  situation. 

Mineral  potential  was  considered  during  development  of  the  Preferred 
Alternative  for  the  preliminarily  recommended  area .   Crest  care  was  exercised 
to  eliminate  as  much  moderute  metallic  and  nonmetalllc  mineral  potential  as 
possible. 

During  development  of  the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  for  the  DEIS  which 
was  selected  as  the  preferred  a  Iter native,  approximately  150  acres  along  the 
southwest  border  were  added  to  make  a  more  definable  boundary.   This  area  has 
been  eliminated  in  the  preferred  alternative  for  the  FEIS  baaed  on  documented 
mineralization  and  past  prospect ing  act lvl ties. 

Considering  the  preliminary  nature  of  the  Barringer  Resources  Geoc hem leal 
Survey  and  numerous  other  pre  It mi  nary  reports  concern!  ng  thiB  area,  it  ha a 
been  determined  that  the  previously  mentl oned  wl IdernesB  values  out we lgh  the 
moderate  potential  identified  In  the  pre  Ural  nary  data.   Recommend  at  I on a  wi 11 
be  subject  to  the  results  of  studies  to  be  conducted  by  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  of  Mines. 

The  powerline  and  highway  along  the  western  edge  of  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  are 
considered  a  minimal  impact  owing  to  their  distance  and  natural  physical 
screening  from  them.   Our  data  show  the  presence  of  these  features  is  not 
compelling  enough  to  remove  the  USA  from  consideration. 

i/i'il  1-3  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  is  opposed  by  Peraii  ing  County  Cumml  saionerB ,  it  is 
sctively  supported  by  the  rancher  in  whose  allotment  the  WSA  falls.   Baaed  on 
responses  during  the  public  comment  period  for  thH  draft  environmental  Impact 
statement,  a  large  segment  of  the  general  public  is  also  In  favor  of 
recommending  the  area  for  wilderness. 


After  careful  evaluation  of  public  comments  received  during  the  public  coetaant 
period  and  a  revaluation  of  the  bureau1!  data,  a  decision  vaa  aade  to  accept 
your  recommendatioa  and  drop  thla  WSA  from  further  consideration  as  wilderness. 

Ho  wilderneas  would  eliminate  access  concerns  since  the  road  between  Blue 
Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir  would  be 
maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on  the  road  that  continues 
south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  alternative  would  also  eliminate  the 
displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  Little  Onion  and  Knott  Creek  Reservoirs. 

Under  the  other  three  alternatives,  there  are  potential  conflicts  with 
development  of  private  lands  lamed 1 ately  adjacent  to  the  south  boundary  under 
All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness  Emphasis.   The  Halted  acreage  under  the  MFP  II 
Recommendation  alternative  raleea  serious  doubt  as  to  the  effective  management 
of  the  unit. 

We  are  not  aware  of  any  pending  impacts  that  would  alter  the  present  values. 
If  such  a  case  were  to  develop,  we  would  then  consider  some  special 
designation  such  as  an  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  (ACEC)  to 
protect  this  area. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period.  It 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderneas 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  Serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effect  J  ve  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doea  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outalde  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  elao 
eliminate  the  dlBplacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Phe  hunting  season. 


The  Area  preliminarily  recommended  as  aultable  Is  being  modified  from  the 
preferred  alternative  of  20,094  acres  as  Btated  in  the  Draft  EIS* 

This  alternative  focuses  on  the 
highest  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA  and  substantially  reduces  the  amount 
of  moderate  to  high  mineral  potential  and  moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas 
potential.   The  only  mnimgeablll ty  concern  remaining  la  100  acres  of  mining 
claims  which  are  not  active  at  this  time. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wildernesB  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  head a  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wi lderneas  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
modera  te  geothermal  and  oi 1  and  gas  potential .   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wi lderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approxi  mately  3 ,000  acres  and  several  act  ive  mining  areas . 
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The   area    preliminarily    recommended   as   suitable    is    being  modified    from   the 
preferred   alternative  of    31,000  acres  as    stated    in    the    Draft    EIS   to  the 
Wilderness    Emphasis    alternative   of    25,200  acres.      The    preliminary   suitable 
area    contains    25,200   acres   of    the    highest   wilderness    values    In    the   Pahute    Peak 
WSA.       Theae    values    Include    the    rocky,    steep   alopeB    of    picturesque    Clapper 
Canyon    and    the   highly   prominent    8,594    foot    Big   Mountain.      While    the 
prelimlnarl ly    recommended    area    contains    areas    of    moderate    geo thermal ,    me ta 111c 
and    nonmetalllc    tninerala,    their    potential    and    values   are    not    considered    high 
enough    to    offset    the    benefits    of   a    natural    landscape    of    vivid   coloration  and 
primitive,    unspoiled    va  lues    as    well    as    outstanding    primitive    recreat  tonal 
opportunities    such   as    day-hiking,    camping,    hunting,    etc       Furthermore, 
opportunities    for    solitude    are    provided    by    the    excellent    topographic    screening 
of    the    area.       The    District    Management    Framework    Plan    Decision   which    states    "no 
surface    occupancy"    for    leaseable   minerals    on    that    area    contained   within    the 
viewshed    of    the    App] egate-Lassen   Trail,    greatly   minimizes    the    impacts 
resulting    from    leasable   mineral    activity. 

The  area    preliminarily    recommended   suitable    in    the   Pahute    Peak  WSA  has    been 
modified    to    the  Wilderness   Emphasis  alternative    of    25,200  acres.      Within    this 
area  are    the   highest    wilderness   values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    leuBt    manageability   concerns.      To   expand    the    area    to    40,000  acres  would 
greatly   decrease    these   scenic    values   and    features,    would    Include   several 
active    rockhounding   areas,    include    approximately   11,000  acres  easily 
accessible    to   off-road    vehicles    and    result    in    severe  manageability   concerns. 
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Tha   issue  of   disposal   of   Bolld  and  hazardous  mine  waste   Ie   addressed   in  the 
Plan   of   Operation  which   companies  are    required    to  submit    in  accordance  with 
the    regulations,    CFR   3809.      The  Bureau   recognizes    there    la   a    potential   problem 
but    It    has    been  determined    that    existing   regulations   are   adequate    to  handle 
such    issues.      None   of    the   WSAs  are    located   within   a    reasonable   distance    to   &■ 
local    community    to   have   a    site   suitable    for    potential    solid    waste   disposal. 


S1AII     Ul-    Nl.VAUA 


DEPARTMENT   OF   MINERALS 

400  W.  King  Slreet.  Suite    100 

Ca<son  City,  Nevada      B97JQ 

(7021    885-5050 


December  7,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca ,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  appreciates  the  opportunity  to 
review  and  comment  on  the  Draft  Winnemucca  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact 
Statement  (SAI  NV  #84300019).  Our  agency  is  particularly  interested  in 
issues  associated  with  minerals  and  energy  development,  since  related 
decisions  could  have  long  lasting  effects  on  the  mineral  industry  in  the 
State. 

The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  has  several  concerns  relative  to 
the  Winnemucca  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   Of  primary 
concern  is  the  proposal  to  close  several  sections  of  land  in  which  there 
currently  is  or  has  been  mining  or  exploration  activity.  Many  of  these 
areas  also  have  favorable  potential  for  geothermal  development  and  include 
sections  of  lands  currently  under  oil  and  gas  leases.  The  Department  is 
also  concerned  about  the  designated  mineral  potential  as  stated  in  the 
draft  document.  We  feel  that  the  rating  system  to  evaluate  mineral  poten- 
tial is  inaccurate  and  biased  since  a  high  rating  only  recognizes  past 
mineral  activities.  We  believe  that  an  area's  true  mineral  potential  can 
never  be  fully  known  until  actual  mining  and  exploration  occurs.   In 
many  cases,  major  mineral  deposits  are  overlooked  or  ignored  until  new 
technological  breakthroughs  or  shifts  in  industrial  needs  suddenly  trans- 
form an  area  which  seems  to  have  little  or  no  mineral  potential  into  a 
prime  exploration  target. 

The  Department  recommends  that  wilderness  study  areas  should  only 
be  considered  if  an  area  has  no  mineral  resource  potential;  that  is, 
areas  with  sufficient  geologic  data  to  indicate  the  lack  of  favorable 
host  rocks  Qr    mineral  resources  given  today's  mining  technology  and, 
of  course,  present  and  predicted  economic  conditions. 
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Furthermore,  the  department  feels  that  if  any  area  with  favorable 
mineral  potential  is  to  be  recommended  for  wilderness,  it  should  only  be 
because:   I)  There  are  no  alternate  sites  with  no  mineral  potential, 
or  Z)     An  intensive  U.  S.  Geologic  Survey  or  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Mines  study 
has  been  conducted  at  a  sufficient  level  of  detail  to  reclassify  the 
area  as  having  no  resource  potential. 

Generally,  the  department  found  the  draft  document  to  be  well  written 
and  easy  to  understand.   Your  staff  should  be  complimented  on  their  efforts 
covering  both  data  collection  and  compilation. 

For  clarification  purposes,  please  find  listed  below  our  specific 
comments  on  each  of  the  eighteen  Wilderness  Study  Areas  identified  in  the 
Winnemucca  District. 


High  Rock  Lake-A  large  port 
moderate  mineral  and  geothe 
Resource  Area  along  with  th 
edge  of  the  WSA  have  been  of 
years.  The  department  feel 
the  wilderness  values  in  th 
Minerals  recommends  that  th 
for  wilderness,  since  all 
a  significant  adverse  impac 


ion  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Area  has  both 
rmal  potential.   The  Fly  Canyon  Geothermal 
e  numerous  geothermal  springs  on  the  northern 
interest  to  the  geothermal  industry  for  many 
that  the  mineral  potential  far  outweighs 
is  area.  Therefore,  the  Nevada  Department  of 
e  entire  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  not.  be  considered 
lternatives,  except  no  wilderness,  would  have 
t  on  mineral  and  energy  development  in  the  area. 


Poodle  Hountain-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred 
alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Fox  Range-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred  alterna- 
tive for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Pole  Creek-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred  alterna- 
tive for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Calico  Mountains-Two  major  areas  of  the  Calico  Mountains  contain  high  and 
moderate  mineral  potential.   Both  the  Donnelly  District  and  the  Mormon  Dan 
Canyon  Zone  have  been  of  extreme  interest  to  the  mineral  industry  for  many 
years.   (See  oral  comments  made  at  the  Gerlach  hearing  concerning  the 
Finley  silver  find.)  A  recent  discovery  of  disseminated  gold  in  the  range 
could  lead  to  further  exploration  and  production.  The  name  of  the  mountains 
themselves  "Calico"  is  derived  from  the  large  colorful  areas  of  hydrothermal 
alterations.  The  presence  of  large  blocks  of  mining  claims  in  the  area 
attest  to  the  mineral  character  of  specific  segments  of  the  WSA.  There  are 
a  tremendous  number  of  resource  conflicts  and  the  department  recommends 
that  the  entire  area  not  be  considered  for  wilderness  since  al 1  alternatives, 
except  for  no  wilderness  and  the  MFP  II  recommendations,  would  have  a  sig- 
nificant adverse  impact  on  mineral  and  energy  development  in  the  area. 


Augusta  Mountains-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred 
alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 
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Selenite  Mountains-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred 
aTternatTive  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Mt.  Limbo-The  moderate  mineral  potential  in  the  Jerry  Creek  and  Jayhawk  Creek 
Zones  present  resource  conflicts  which  the  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals 
feels  outweighs  the  wilderness  values  in  the  area.   Therefore,  the  Department 
recommends  that  the  entire  area  not  be  considered  for  wilderness  since  all 
alternatives,  except  for  no  wilderness,  would  have  a  significant  adverse 
impact  on  mineral  and  energy  development  in  the  area. 

China  Mountains-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred 
alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Tobins-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the  preferred  alternative 
for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Blue  Lakes-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  recommends  that  the  entire  area 
not  be  considered  for  wilderness  due  to  the  moderate  mineral  potential  in  the 
Big  Creek  and  Snow  Creek  Zones.  The  Department  further  recommends  that  if 
the  area  is  to  be  considered  for  designation  as  wilderness,  the  two  afore- 
mentioned zones  be  excluded  from  the  preferred  alternative. 

Alder  Creek-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  recommends  that  the  entire  area 
not  be  considered  for  wilderness  due  to  the  moderate  mineral  potential  in  the 
area.   The  department  feels  that  all  alternatives,  except  for  no  wilderness, 
would  have  a  significant  adverse  impact  on  mineral  and  energy  development  in 
the  area. 

South  Jackson  Mountains-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  recommends  that  the 
entire  South  Jackson  Mountain  Wilderness  Study  Area  not  be  considered  for 
wilderness.   The  area  contains  demonstrated  zones  of  high  mineral  potential 
which  the  department  feels  should  be  given  much  emphasis  in  wilderness  con- 
sideration. Mineralization  west  of  King  Lear  Peak  was  apparently  not  con- 
sidered important  as  this  area  has  been  included  in  the  WSA.  The  presence 
of  known  iron  deposits  to  the  north  and  known  copper  deposits  to  the  south 
coupled  with  the  favorable  mineral  potential  in  almost  the  entire  area 
clearly  demonstrate  that  the  South  Jackson  Mountains  be  reserved  for  future 
mineral  utilization.   The  Department  feels  that  all  alternatives,  except 
for  no  wilderness,  would  have  a  significant  adverse  impact  on  mineral  and 
energy  development  in  the  area. 

North  Jackson  Mountains-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the 
preferred  alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Black  Rock  Desert-The  area  contains  zones  of  high  geothermal  potential  and 
moderate  potential  for  oil  and  gas  development.   The  moderate  metallic 
and  non-metallic  potential  designation  in  a  majority  of  the  WSA  should  be 
emphasized  in  the  wilderness  consideration.  The  department  feels  that  the 
resource  potential  and  consequent  conflicts  outweigh  the  wilderness  value  in 
the  area.   The  department  recommends  that  the  entire  area  not-  be  considered  for 
wilderness  since  all  alternatives,  except  for  no  wilderness  and  the  MFP  II 
recommendations, would  have  a  significant  adverse  impact  on  mineral  and  energy 
development  in  the  area. 
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Pahute  Peatc-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  recommends  that  the  entire 
Pahute  Peak  Wilderness  Study  Area  not  be  considered  for  wilderness.  The 
WSA  contains  areas  of  high  geothermal  potential  and  zones  of  moderate 
mineral  potential.  The  department  feels  that  the  mineral  potential  and 
consequent  conflicts  outweigh  the  wilderness  qualities  in  the  area.  The 
department  further  feels  that  all  alternatives,  except  no  wilderness,  would 
have  a  signficant  adverse  impact  on  mineral  and  energy  development  in  the 
area. 

North  Black  Rock  Ranqe-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the 
preferred  alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

Worth  Fork  Little  Humboldt  River-The  Nevada  Department  of  Minerals  supports  the 
preferred  alternative  for  this  Wilderness  Study  Area. 

As  a  closing  statement,  the  Department  of  Minerals  does  value  preserving 
some  public  land  for  future  generations  and  scientific  study,  as  long  as  the 
mineral  industry,  which  is  so  essential  to  our  national  defense  and  this  State's 
progressive  economy,  can  remain  healthy  and  be  provided  the  opportunity  to 
pursue  new  mineral  resources. 


'  Paul  iWrson 
Deputy  Director 


Pl/kc 


cc:  Edward  F.  Spang,  Nevada  State  Director 

Linda  Ryan,  Office  of  Community  Services,  State  Clearinghouse  Program 


Only  areas  with  reported  mineral  occurrence,,  Known  mine,  or  depo.lt.  formal 

!fS!"  \   thB  »-S;  Ceologlcat  Survey  aa  "Known  GeotherJl  Re  ource 
Areas   (KGRA)    Known  Geologic  Structures  (KGS  for  oil  and  gsa),  etc   would 
rate  as  High  Potential  under  this  energy  and  mineral  potentfal  rat  ng'.ystem 
Likewise,  sreaa  with  some  reported  mineral  occurrence.,  geocnemlcal  or 
geophyslcsl  snomallea  or  which  are  considered  as  ■'Prospectively  Valuable  For 
Geo  hcrmal.  Oil  s„d  Css."  etc.,  would  rate  a.  Moderated  „t  al   How  Ver 
th  s  document  states  that  a  slgniflcsut  adverse  impact  could  occur  to  energy 

"  "1°8™1  "'"""'   ^OP""'  '°  «U  ««..  rated  as  having     ,   „ 
Moderate  Potential,  if  designated  aa  wilderness.  8 
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I'L  H'j  Mill*..  (  OUM  TY 


December  30,  1983 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Wlnnemucca  District  Office 
705  East  4th  Street 
Wlnnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Gentlemen : 

Please  be  advised  that  I  have  been  directed  by  the 
Pershing  County  Commissioners  to  write  to  you  to  establish  a 
record  concerning  the  input  of  the  Pershing  County  Commission- 
ers with  regard  to  your  wilderness  study  documents. 

The  County  Commissioners  wish  to  be  sure  that  this 
letter  iB  a  part  of  your  record  concerning  any  planned 
wilderneaa  areas  for  Pershing  County,  Nevada.   At  the  Com- 
missioners' recent  meeting  on  December  20,  1983,  it  was 
indicated  to  the  County  Commissioners  that  their  prior 
letters  and  petitions  submitted  by  private  citizens  of 
Pershing  County  were  not  Included  in  the  preliminary  doc- 
ument because  the  County  had  failed  to  raise  the  same  pro- 
tests on  three  different  occasions.   The  Commissioners  firBt 
recognized  that  some  of  the  areas  originally  studied  have 
been  dropped  from  wilderness  study  designation.  As  to  the 
remaining  areas  within  Pershing  County,  Nevada,  it  is  the 
specific  intention,  particularly  in  light  of  the  economic 
situation  in  Pershing  County,  to  preserve  the  public  lands 
in  multiple  use  for  all  of  the  public  and  to  particularly 
preserve  the  rights  with  regard  to  ranching  and  mining  for 
all  areas  of  Pershing  County.   By  local  land  use  ordinances, 
the  Commissioners  have  taken  steps  to  preserve  areas  which 
need  particular  attention.   A  river  corridor  and  the  entire 
Humboldt  Sink  have  been  designated  as  open  space  land  use  to 
protect  those  particular  areas.  It  Is  somewhat  amazing  that, 
with  all  the  BLH  studiea,  none  have  been  directed  towards 
this  most  valuable  resource,  while  local  planning  has  had 
the  foresight  since  1976  to  protect  these  areas.   The  other 
areas  which  you  presently  still  are  examining  for  wilderness 
study  have  other  benefits  to  all  the  public  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Pershing  County  officials  to  maintain 
multiple  use  with  regard  to  those  areas. 
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This  letter  is  to  serve  as  notice  that  the  objec- 
tions originally  stated,  whether  by  letter,  petition,  photo- 
graph or  otherwise,  are  to  be  deemed  continuing  objections 
throughout  your  entire  process. 

Again  we  emphasize  we  did  not  receive  satisfactory 
answers;  that  your  present  study  document  1b,  in  our  opinion, 
deficient  aa   to  the  federal  guidelines,  in  that  none  of  the 
Input  of  Pershing  County  citizens  or  Commissioners  have  been 
included  within  your  documents,  nor  was  there  even  the 
courtesy  of  a  public  hearing  held  in  Pershing  County,  which 
contains  at  least  one-half  of  the  study  area. 

Please  make  this  document  a  part  of  your  record. 


Sincerely, 


Richard  A.  Wagner 
District  Attorney 
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The    Bureau    recognlzea   and    la    auare   of   the  county's    land-uaa   ordinance 
numerous    letter,   and    petitions   and    feels    It    haa    utilized    these    to    the 'best    of 


Its    abllltle 


s   given    the   present   guidelines    for  producing    the   wilderness    EIS. 


'921  H£  r5rd   Str-at 
Ll_M.lir.uia  Joint,  Florida 
Catober  6.    198} 
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Ar.    fVtn*   Shi-lca 
Dlatrlat   ;'.-na_.r 
dur3tu   of   Ltnd   ^n.-.fasnt 
705  It  at    fourth    street 

De?.r  ^r.   ih-llc  si 

1  aigt    the    l:»l.n    tkl   of    ti.l.t    -n    rcrdleae    srata    n      iidtrneaa.      Jhara    should    be 
1    total  idilllcn   lo   lb!    ..I!.'    rr.ea-   -y,tc.   of  1,118, <t«7  «  =  res.      I   llirrc    Id  Navads 
for   t..«nly   /«•  r.i.     1    f    rood  la   ricuntaln   fro*  the   top  of   the    .runite    MB_>    In   the 
-Inter.      1    cHjU.    .•:•  .    Li-alo.    I  r.tve    hiked    In   th«    JelenlH    IUn.e»     Ih«    Bl.sk 
Sock   r,--tPt    Is    on-,    of    '.ha    1, elated       reae    In   lb«    ..hols    !Uti    of    ;Jevadu.      It    Is 
important    that    tha.se    rdj   iuin_  prljitlv?    l  rai.      tt   prct^jted   for  their  natural, 
wild,    aeenl:,    rtarea t Ions  1,    -nd   wildlife    values. 


Slnerely, 

Bead   Saecrd      ^<*~\<*. 
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11   October  19K3 

BUI 

705  K.    Itth  St. 
Wixmenucca 
NY  89W5 

SO  WILOtHNESS  for  NV-02O-ba  PAHUTU   PIAK       (North  of   the   Slot  Hoad) 

NV-020-007  HI    HOCK  LAKE      (Calico  Uti.   petrified  »ood) 
HV-020-019   CALICO  MTS. 
NV-O20-b2S  HO.    BLACK  HOCK  HANOI 
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17    October  19S3 

BLM 

705  E.    Fourth   St. 

Mnnemucca,    KV  69UI+5 

Reference   the   Winnemucca  District   Draft,    Y/ilderneaB  Environmental   Impact   Statement, 
issued  In  September/October  1983.      Please   designate  hB  WILDERNESS  for  at  least   two  and 
preferable  four  of   these   study  areaB.      Do  not  lock  up  Nature's  Textbooke   and  Libraries. 
NV-020-621   PAHUTE  PEAK  (Black  Rock  Range   north  of   the  Slot   Road,   We    collect   there  now.) 
NV-O20-007   HI    ROCK  LAKE  (Calico  Uts.    where    we    collect   petrified  wood) 
NV-020-019    CALICO  MTS        (Calico  Uts.    with  petrified  wood  for  future    generations) 
NV-020-622  NO.   BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  (Contains   rocks  and  minerals  for  future   generations) 

Your  method  of  evaluation  is»CNE   SIDED,    INCORRECT,    and  it  LACKS  RESEARCH  about 
who  writes  letters,    and  why.      You  are  evaluating  letters  from  those   who  have   never 
been  there,    and  never  will   go  there.      CopleB  of  this  letter  are  being   sent   to   some 
Congressmen  and  SenatorB  hoping  they   will    correct  your  methodB.     Your  paragraph  on 
page  1-70   concerning  area  621  Pahute   Peak  (Black  Rock  Range  north  of    the   Slot   Road) 
illuutrates  your  BethodB.    I    quote  It  I      "Public  Support     -High  from   conservation!  eta 
and  emigrant    trail  enthusiast  for  wilderneBs  designation;    rockhounderB  against 
designation." 

All  members  questioned  from  many   &em   and  Mineral    Societies   say   they  have  never 
met  anyone  but   other  rockhounds  in  the   Black  Rock  Range   or  at   the   Double   Hot   Springs 
campBite,    except   one  group   that  met  a  local   rancher.      Those  questioned  were  not  there 
during  deer  hunting   season.      He  have  NEVER  met  a  conservation!  ct   there  and  I   do  NOT 
believe   we  ever  will.      I   took  my  first  field  trip  to  the  Black  Rock   Range,    north   and 
south  of   the    Slot   Road,    in  1956.      Other   club  members   were   there  long  before    that,    and 
my  club's  latest    trip  was  on  Labor  Day  1953. 

There   are  lU^l+O  members  ( "rockhoundB1')   in  the   California  Federation  of  Mineral - 
oglcal    Societies  of   about  ISO  Gem   and  Mineral   Societies  in  California  and  Nevada. 
Those   in  the   north  make  field  trips  there    regularly.      ThOBe  farther  away  may   viBit 
occasionally  or  rely  on   otherB   to   swap  for  the   distinctive   Christmas  Agate,    Jaspers, 
Petrified  Wood,    Geodea  and  Minerals.      Do   not  keep  ub  out.      Relatively  few  of   the 
lU,7Uo   rockhoundB  will  write  you  letterB,    but  most  value   the   distinctive  materials 
that   come   from   thin  area. 

Typically,    for  the   type   of    "letter  writing  conteet"   the  BLM  1b  now  conducting, 
one  member  of    a  wilderneBB   type  organization  will   volunteer  to  drive    to,    or  fly  over 
many  adjacent   areas  and  make   a  report  for  all   their  type  organizations.     Their 
recommendations  indicate  that   area  NV-020-621   waB  either  poorly   researched  or  they 
Ignored  your   criteria.      The  raarkB  of   thousands  of  man-days  spent   in  that  location 
are   plain  to    see.     The   colorful  exposed  areas  where   we   rockhounds  have    chiseled  out 
our  rocks,    and  the   well   traveled  but  not    regularly  maintained  roadB  and  wayB,    cannot 
be   ignored  and  called  a  present  wilderness.      These    signs     of   travel   and  uee  prove   we 
have   spent   thousands  of  man-days  both  north  of   the  .slot   Road  in  621   and   south  of   the 
Slot   Road.      The   preservationists  probably  spent  less  than  two  man  days  there   and  made 
a  highly  biased  report.      I    cannot   understand  how  your  BLM  field  people   can  Ignore 
these  man   made    signe  and  call   that   area  a  present   wilderness.      Since    you  are  ignoring 
your  own  criteria,   you  must  be   operating   a  popularity  letter  writing   contest.      I 
call   upon  your  Nevada  Congre aswoman  and  Senator  on  the  pertinent   committees  to  change 
your  evaluations. 

In  your  hearings,  I  request  you  aBk  those  who  talk  about  the  above  four  areas, 
if  they  have  ever  been  to  the  Black  Rock  Range  or  the  Calico  Mountains.  For  these 
four  areas  you  should  disregard  those   who  have  not   been   there.     For  those  who   Bay 
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they  have  "been  there,    there   are   Borne   simple   questions  for  you  to  research  the   truth. 

Examples   are    ae  f  oil  owe  J 

A.      What   road,  or  way   did  you  use   to  travel   to  the  Black  Hock  Range? 

Hon  far  ie  it   across  the   desert,    or  how  long  did  it   take? 

In  what   month  of   the  year  did  you  croBS  the  desert? 

Did  you  ever   crocs   the    desert  In  the    rain? 

How  dusty  iiQB  your  vehicle  after  crossing  the  desert? 

Bob  fast   le  It   Bafe   to   drive   when  crossing  the   desert? 

In  the   Calico  Mountains  where   did  you  drive  into  or  park  your  vehicle? 
Answers  are  : 

A.  About   7  miles  northwest   of  Gerlach  we  enter  the   desert  and  exit   near  the   Double 
Hot   Springs.      When  wet,   we   detour  north  to   Soldier  Meadow,    cross  the    creek,    then 
travel   the   unimproved   "way"    south  to  the    Slot   Road. 

B.  28  miles,    or  about   1*0  minutes. 

C.  Only  when   It    dees  not   rain  or  is  not   wet.      Simmer  months. 

L.     Mo*     The   gypBua  become  gummy  and  the   wheels   stick,  to   the  fenders. 

E.  The   rear  window  Is  completely  covered.      It   uoually   gets  Inside   of   our  trailers 
and  our  campers  with   rear  doors. 

F.  55  UPH  except  within  three  mileB  of   each  end  which  is   subject  to   dips  and  wet 
spots. 

Sincerely, 


^J^^C   Ih^JtL^ 


Say re    Hunt ting 
8509   Sunrise  Blvd. 
Citrus  Heights,    CA  95&10 
916.725-59^ 

Copies  to  1 

Congressmen  Morris  K.    Udell,    Chum.  Int  &  Ins  Aff    Comm. 

Congresewoman  Barbara  F.   Vucanovich,   NT 

Senator  James  UcClure,    Chmn  En  &  Nat   Res   Comm. 

Senator  Chic  Hecht,   NV 


Based  on   the   beat    information  provided   to  the  Bureau  by  several    rockhounda 
areas   of    known   or   auapected    uae    by    rockhounda  were    eliminated    by    boundary 
adjustments    in   the   areas    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness.      To   the 
eaat   of    Pahute    Peak-62i,    where    some   areaa    were    included,    access   will    remain 
open.      The   Calico  Mountaine-019   and    North    Black   Rock   Range-622    are   not 
Included    in    the    preliminarily    recommended   areas. 
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COMMITTEE  FOR  THE  EMIGRANT    TRAIL    NATIONAL    MONUMENT 

1ID   OLD   TRACE   ROAD       .        PALO   ALTO,   CALIFORNIA   M301      .      TELEPHONE   ,  1  »/»« 1 -0 »  1  B 

October  29,  1983 

Mr.  Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Wlnnemucca  District 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Attn:   Gerald  Moritz 
705  E.  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89446 

Dear  Frank: 

I  have  now  had  a  chance  to  go  over  the  Wilderness  EIS  for  the 
Wlnnemucca  District  and  would  like  to  express  our  support  for  the 
following  recommendations: 

Area                        Alternative 

1 

1     High  Rock  Lake                      MFP   II 

2 

1     Calico  Mountains                    Preferred  (Wilderness  Emphasis) 

3 

!     Pahute  Peak                       MFP  II 

4 

North  Black  Rock  RAnge              Wilderness  Emphasis 

Black  Rock  Desert-North              Wilderness  Emphasis 

Black  Rock  Desert-South             Wilderness  Emphasis 

We  are  strongly  in  favor  of  as  much  wilderness  designation  as  1s 
possible  for  all  areas  covered  by  this  EIS.   We  are  particularly 
concerned  that  those  areas  contiguous  to  the  Appl egate-Lassen  Trail 
or  within  its  vlewshed  receive  maximum  protection. 

S  i  ncerely  , 

°^0WV 

Thomas  Hunt 

California  State  Coordinator 
cc  :   Dr.  Rober  Griffin 

Nevada  State  Coordinator 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  aa  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunt t lea  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
4,000  «r«  preliminarily  recorded  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
eatu  "      I1?!'  V3lUea  are  "»««™ted.   This  area  Includes  Ich 

cl  on   T   ^   1  6'  '^  fany°0'  l0C,udl°*  the  Pothole*"  and  da.  and 

Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  And 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 

wMlTaMl     f  I1  WOUld  Permlt  CllG  devel°P*ent  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  MountaIns-019  ha a  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Hinerala 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposltB.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderneSB  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  thfa  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wi  id erne a a  cons lderat  ion. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  haB  been 
modi  fled  to  the  Wi lderness  Emphasis  altern stive  of  25, 200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acreB  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhound  tng  areas ,  I nclude  approximately  11, 000  ac  res  easi ly 
accessible  to  of f -road  vehicles  and  result  in  Bevere  manageabtli  ty  concerns , 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  revaluation  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recoumiended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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w.r.  John  ft.  Uouk 
P.O.  liox  20u 
iierluch,  Nevada  B9-J12 

4  November  lyb3 

bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  fourth  Street 
rfinnemucca,  Nevada   ts91  +  i> 

Ai'Trtr  *'rank  Shields,  District  l.'.anager 

hKt  Comment,  .Vilderness  Environmental  Inpact  Statement 
itear  i.ir.  Shields; 

Thank  you  for  your  presentation  of  this  problem  in  Gerlach. 
Thru  it,  1  was  aole  to  recieve  the  facts  I  needed  for  thia 
letter.   .;ut  please  bear  with  me,  and  allow  me  to  make  a 
written  statement  instead  of  the  short,  10  minutes,  oral 
j tatement . 

there  is  r.o  doubt  in  any  persons  mind  as  to  the  preservation 
of  any  historical  valued  area,  the  question  at  hand  is  in  the 
method  of  achieving  this  goal.   The  open  Western  area  of  this 
country  has  not  reached  the  population  growth  of  the  Eastern 
section,  however  we  have  explored,  to  the  best  of  these  times- 
technology,  arid  all  resourses  available,  plus  the  economical 
feasibility  of  development  is  being  studied. 

Your  .Vilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement,  as  per  the 
U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  has  implied  for  the  desire 
of  further  restrictions  of  the  availability  of  public  owned 
land,  with  the  exception  of  the  alternative  of  No  Wilderness. 
.Vhile  this  purposed  area  is  very  lightly  populated,  different 
departments  of  the  goverment  are  constantly  requesting  numerous 
restrictions  of  not  only  the  land,  but  including  airspace, 
also  creating  underground  hazardous  areas  by  explosions  along 
with  nuclear  waste  dump  areas. 


IDs  also  includes  the  wild  animal  environmental  control, 
and  *e  would  nave  to  mention  the  exploration  of  various  types 
of  minerals.   How  the  goverment  is  further  studying  the 
poaaability  of  impoeeing  more  land  to  be  restricted  of  usage 
oy  the  puolic.   This  will  impose  a  greater  economical 
imposition  upon  the  taxpayer  for  the  enforcement  of  these 
regulations,  southing  we  can  ill  afford  at  this  time. 
As  a  possible  solution,  1  would  suggest  the  alternative  of 
No  jfilderness.   I  would  suggest  a  closely  knit  method  of 
communications  between  all  govermental  departments.   Also 
utilization  of  all  departments  for  surveillance  of  requested 
permitts  for  the  usage  of  the  land.   This  would  Insure 
parties  involved  would  leave  the  land  to  its  natural  habitat. 
This  would  retain  our  economics  to  closely  that  of  our 
present  level,  and  insure  the  present  state  of  our  animals, 
land,  air,  and  minerals  for  our  furtherance  generation. 
1  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  time,  and  details  are  available 
upon  request,  I  am, 

Sincerly 


(OIL 


/John  A.  Couk 
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November  2,  1963 
2527  Hebron  Ave. 
San  Joae,   Ga  95121 


Gentlemen: 


I    am  writing   concerning   the   Wlnnenucca   District   Draft   Wilderness 
atudy  of   your   area. 

Ao   a  rockhounder,    I   am  very  much  Interested   that   the  area 
north  of  Slot   road   shown   in  your  draft   aa  NV-020-621  -  Pahute 
Peak,    Area   14,    be   left  open   for  rockhounders.      I  know  thia  area 
is  being  considered   for  wilderness  status  and  I   hope  you  will 
consider  the   fact  that  there   are  interesting  materials  there 
for  rockhounders  who  in  most  cases  are  not  destructive   and  would 
not  harm  the  area. 


Thank  you. 


Yours   truly, 

*)£ 

Mr.  &  Mrs.   Wllliaft/c.   Jensen 


f  j  /  Y  ■'  -j 


Based  on  the  best  information  provided  to  tho  Bureau  by  several  rockhounds, 
areas  of  known  or  suspected  uee  by  rockhounds  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  In  the  ereae  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness.   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  Included,  access  will  remain 
open.   The  Calico  Mountalns-019  aod  North  Black  Rock  Kange-622  are  not 
Included  in  the  preliminarily  recommended  areas. 
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Ruby  Da/Ion  Thomas,  Srokal 


November  7,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  C.  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  E.  4th  St. 
Winnemucca,  Nv.  89445 


Tltohona. (702)331-1100 
(702)331-1101 

Associates. 

Cathy  Nash 

Evelyn  Filch  Flowe 


Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

I  am  sorry  that  I  will  be  unable  to  attend  the  meeting 
on  November  18th.  My  daughter  Is  making  an  unexpected 
visit  here  from  Australia  and  will  be  arriving  on  that 
day . 

I  wanted  to  tell  you  that  I  read  through  the  entire 
Wilderness  Impact  Statement  for  the  Winnemucca  District. 
Unbelievable  the  work  that  went  into  it.   I  thought  it 
was  extremely  well  done,  fair  to  all  concerned  and  the 
statistics  were  very  interesting.   I  did  think  there 
was  a  lot  of  duplication  of  information  but  that  is 
probably  the  forms  that  were  necessary  to  be  followed  - 
good  ole'  government  bureaucracy. 


Pyramid  lot/art 


'T 


Hart)  Mnij" 
217  AitJir  Driit 
Nspa,  CA     9*558 
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The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuseB  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  msjor  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermai  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  aod  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wildern^Bs  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhouudlng  areas,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 


Buresu  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
information  concerning  the  Be  areas ,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  the Be  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wl IderneBS  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendstlon  usb  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Kecommetidot  Ion  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  ss  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjaceat  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  snd  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  8 pace  for  primitive  and  uncon fined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  durl ng  the  hunt  1 ng  season. 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountalna-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  in  the .Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  sultsble 
recommendation  was  based  oo  the  wilderness  vslues  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  lnf onaatlon.   Sloce  the  Draft  was  puMiehed,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  la  the  area.   Eixon  Minerals 
Company  has  nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 

3      fop  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  aouthern 

6      portion  of  the  USA  which  contalna  the  highest  wllderneas  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploretlon  sctlvlty,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
theae  clalma  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Baaed  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  dlacovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  dlacovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  t«  full  development.   Based  on  thla  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralisation,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdlngs  and  the  loaa  of  wilderness  vslues,  this  unit  haa  been  dropped  from 
further  ullderneas  consideration. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  aa  a  whole,  poa.eases  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 

00  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represen  the  area  where 
he  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  Includes  such 
f  atures  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon.  Including  the  "Potho  es   ««l  da.  Mm 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  thi.  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  ullderneas  values. 


The  8  900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canynns  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  Is  definable  snd  manageable.   An  unususl  feature  of  this  waterway  1b  that 
the  surrounding  terrain  Blopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
you  leave  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  Into  aagebruah  type  which 
la  typical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  eaBlly  acceaalble  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  eatabllsh  a  manageable  boundary  If 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acrea  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  la  forbidden  by  the  WllderneaB  Management  Policy. 


NAPPE 


November  13,  1983 


Mr.  Prank  Shields,  District  Manager 
705  EaBt  Fourth  St. 
Winnemucca,  KV .  89445 


Dear  Frank, 

The  Winnemucca  DiBtrict  wilderness  hearing  on  the  8th  In  Reno  conflicted 
with  an  appointment  in  Elko.  I  am  sorry  I  missed  the  meeting  and  the  chance 
to  visit  with  you  and   your  staff. 

Several  yeara  ago  when  I  waa  on  the  AdviBory  Council  your  Btaff  made  a 
presentation  on  the  number  of  geothermal  and  oil  and  gaa  leases  in  the 
District.*  I  felt  at  the  time  that  there  waa  little  land  left  without  this 
private  sector  overlay.  When  the  mining  claims  were  added  as  another  private 
first  claim,  I  felt  a  real  concern  for  the  future  of  wildlife  and  natural 
lands.  This  impression  haa  only  become  solidified,  as  over  the  frequent 
trips  I  take  over  highway  80  the  acarring  of  the  land  under  the  nomenclature 
of    "mineral    exploration"    creates   permanent    scars. 

For  this  reason  I  support  the  BLM'a  preferred  alternative  and  the  Sierra 
Club's  proposed    expansion   of    these    areas    including: 

1     I  -High  Rock  Lake    from  14,000    to    53,000   acres 

2|  -South  JacksoiiB    from  20,094    to    25,000   acres 

3    I  -Pahute  Peak   from  31,000   to  40,000  acres 

4|  -North   Fork   of    the  Little   Humboldt    River    from   8,900    to    30,000   acres 

I  am  appalled  to  think,  in  a  district  with  so  much  spectacular  scenery  that 
these  recommendetions  including  the  expansions  will  represent  a  little  more 
than   51    of    the    district's    lands. 

Of    particular   concern  are   the    two  valued    recreational  areas   Blue   Lakes    and 

the    those    wilderness    areas    proposed  within  or  adjacent    to    the  Black  Rock 

Desert. 

Both  areas  sustain  recreational  Interest  now.  Both  have  been  proposed  for 

more  intensive  recreation  management,  Blue  Lakes  as  a  state  or  county  park, 

and  the  Black  Rock  for  a  national  park  or  national  recreation  area. 


3340BERTHOUD    •   RENO,  NEVADA   89503 
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Blue  Lake  as  a  small  high  altitude  lake  could  not  sustain  heavy  recreational 
use.  As  a  park  Blue  Lake  would  require  Intensive  management  to  restrict 
numbers  of  people  or  creating  a  Point  Lobos  type  of  park  where  people  keep 
to  trails  In  order  to  protect  the  vegetation  from  severe  and  permanent 
damage.  By  proposing  the  land  as  wilderness,  access  Is  limited  and  the 
need  for  intensive  people  management,  for  the  time  being,  will  be  postponed. 

Those  individuals  and  organizations  who  are  supporting  wilderness  for  the 
Black  Rock  lands  sought  first  to  give  the  lands  the  national  recognition 
they  deserve.  However,  they  have  not  been  successful  in  establishing 
national  park  or  national  monument  status,  both  of  which  would  have  provided 
recreational  access,  staff  to  manage  people,  and  probably  a  permanent  boost 
to  the  surrounding  local  economies. 

The  issue  before  people  is  not  whether  the  lands  are  manageable  or  have 
slgnlflcsnt  mineral  potential  but  whether  the  qualities  In  the  lands  deserve 
efforts  to  protect  them.  I  think  the  weight  of  evidence  demonstrates  that 
the  Black  Rock  is  one  of  the  most  significant  areas  in  Nevada  and  will  come 
to  be  Increasingly  appreciated  nationally.  All  the  great  picture  books 
on  Nevada  have  highlighted  the  Black  Rock  Desert  because  of  ltB  starkness 
and  contrasts. 

If  one  supports  the  quality  of  the  then  lands,  then  one  must  look  around 
to  find  out  how  best  they  can  be  managed  to  sustain  those  qualities.  At 
the  present  time  wilderness  designation  Is  the  only  avenue  available. 
Restricting  access  is  difficult  in  the  Black  Rock  both  because  of  the  "lay 
of  the  land"  and  historical  use.  But  It  Is  far  better  to  have  tried  to 
develop  management  strategies  that  will  succeed  than  not  to  try  at  all." 

Wilderness  designation  is  a  long  term  view  of  land.  One  should  not  look 
only  at  what  is  happening  now  but  what  the  future  holds  for  the  land.  We 
are  the  fastest  growing  state  in  the  union.  We  can  anticipate  that  even 
with  market  price  ups  and  downs  that  mining  exploration  and  development 
will  continue  in  Nevada  and  will  subject  more  lends  to  scrutiny.  We  csn 
anticipate  that  some  of  the  recreating  citizenry  and  visitors  will  abuse 
the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Black  Rock  and  will  create  new  roads  or  expand 
existing  ones.  We  should  be  prepared  to  protect  what  we  consider  of  value. 
Wilderness  at  thla  point  is  the  answer. 


Most  Sincerely 
Tina  Nappe 


'a^>/2iy 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  ua  s  whole,  poBseasea  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  prelluilnarl  ly  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wildernesB  valuea  are  concentrated.   Thla  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rack  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was    taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  atlll  maximizing  protection  of  the  wllderneBS  valuea. 


The  10,300  icr.i  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountaina  focuses  on  the  vary  highest  wilderness  valuea  in  the  WSA.   It 
Includes  the  rugged  upper  elevatlona  including  majestic  King  Lesr  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drsinagee  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  s re .   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  seres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  srea  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  WllderneBS  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thla 
area  are  the  highest  wllderneBS  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  leaat  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
sccesBlble  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 


The  8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitsble  contain  the  highly  Bcenlc 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  wtlderneaa  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  thla 
area  is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  thst 
the  surrounding  terrain  Blopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
you  leave  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  into  Bagebruah  type  which 
is  typical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  srea  easily  acceaslble  to  off-road 
vehiclee.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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Nov,  13,  II S3. 


AhthuK     X     MAJfWSKI 
18  Boo  Whit  Way 
R£.vc,    V»v-*m    ff'Wo:} 

\/V/fV/VfMU(/t/t    -Si-M  OFFItt 

70  5  fAsr    Vt«  St 
W/wfrtvcc/t,  A/v.  8c/yvi" 

S;«s  J 

T«IS      /S     TO     URGE     you    TO     USE     ALL     THE    INFLUENCE    AT 

Your    Disposal    to    save     ou^    precious     land    from    ex- 

f>t-OITAT  ION,  Yo^JH       PftOP0SEJ>      VJ/LJ>ERNeSS     AREAS      IN      TUB 

VViWfMuccA    BLM  D'-srflicT     ARe    Vjcll    chosm, 

Ci-CSfR      TO     H^ME      Vour     CrfCCE     OF   //lfi«  Rock  Z.  AK6    AREA, 
Calicc    Mrs.,     Mou/vt    LiMBo    /1nJ>    17%  too  AtReS    OF    T«« 
Bi-ACR     Rock    Desert     IS      SPLENDID .  Goes    WOflK. 


YouRS    FOR.    \NlLS>EkNESS    FokEvek/ 


ps. 

X    WISfl       THE      WWotE     STMT*     CJOLJ     If      /4     fpftntML 


\    2 


LUNilHVAllUN     LALL 
3942    Hughes    Court 
San    Uiego,    C».    92115 

16  November  1983 


Ttaluijlii 


619 
(714)  '..HJ-y-lSb 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 


Ftmik  .Shields 
Di  str  icl  Managi 
705  E,  ?th  St. 
Winnemucca,  NV  89445 

Dear  Mr  .  Shields  : 

We  commend  the  Bureau  for  recommending  wilderness  protection  lor 
the  Black  Rock  Dsert,  the  Calico  Mountains,  the  Blue  Lakes/  Alder 
Creek  combing,  which  we  trust  means  a  20,400  acre  area,  and  Mt.  Limbo. 

We  also  endorse  Wilderness  status  for  High  Rock  Lake,  South 
Jackson  Range,  Pahute  Peak,  and  the  North  Fork  of  Little  Humboldt  River 
but  we  earnestly  request  that  these  be  expanded,  as  follows; 

3  |       High  Rock  Lake  from  your  14,000  acres  to  53,000  acres. 

4  j       South  Jackson  Range,  from  your  20,000  acres  to  25,000  acres. 

5  I      Pahute  Peak,  from  your  31,000  acres  to  40,000  acres. 

North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River,  from  8,900  acres  to 
£  I  30,000  acres.  We  were  particularly  struck  by  this-If  the  river  runs 
through  a  deep  gorge,  8,900  acres  cannot  be  a  aafe  buffer  zone  for 
the  land  above.  We  urge  30,000  acres  for  this  superb  area. 

Reno  Friends,  former  San  Diegans,  inveterate  hikers  and  climbers, 
told  us  that  these  expansions  are  not  only  desirable,  but  essential 
for  the  establishment  of  whole,  well  balanced  wildernesses,  not 
fractions  of  wilderness. 

We  are  disappointed  that  you  did  not  recommend  any  wilderness  in 
the  other  six  WSAs  considered.  Our  information  is  that  all  these  are 
richly  deserving  of  preservation  as  outstanding  recreation  locales. 

We  urge  a  North  Black  Rock  Range  of  25,000  acres.  Hiking  through 
this  area,  our  friends  spotted  a  female  mountain  lion  with  two  cubs. 
Other  wildlife  is  abundant.  An  area  that  supports  lions  is  an  area 
that  should  be  preserved  for  all  time. 

We  urge  a  North  Jackson  Mountain  wilderness  of  15,000  acres,  and 
a  China  Mountain  Wilderness  of  8,900  acres  for  backpackers. 

We  urge  a  Poodle  Mountain  wilderness  of  87,900  acres.  If  this 
area  supports  not  only  antelope  herds,  but  also  wild  horses,  this 
much  acreage  is  essential,  as  is  wilderness  designation. 

We  urge  a  Fox  Range  wilderness  of  23,600  acres,  and  an  Agusta  Mtns. 
wilderness  of  12,000  acres.  Visitors  from  our  California  Native  Plant 
Society  have  noted  endangered  plants  in  the  latter  location. 

AS  WE   SAVE   THE   NATURAL   WORLD,    ME  ALSO  SAVE   OURSELVES 

Sincerely,  ' 

Roscoe  A.  Poland,  Director 
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The  preliminary  recommeodat Ion  for  Che  Calico  Moun talna-019  has  been  changed 
frocs  suitable  ae  stated  In  the  Draft  .E1S  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
rti  commend  at  Ion  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake ,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
Information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co,  ,  Inc.,  has 
bugun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  thie  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
then  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  d iHCOvery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development,   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  ml nera 11  rat  ion,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
1 n ho  Id  1 ngs  and  the  lose  of  wilderness  value a,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  froa 
further  uilderneso  consideration. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  aa  stated  la  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  vith  potential  developaent  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderneaa 
Eraphaais  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  HFP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raiaes  fcerlous 
doubt  aa  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  Bpectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
acenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakea.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  LakeB)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  apace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderneaa  would  eliminate  identified  accesa  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  uBe  during  ehe  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14  000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  lu  the  South  Jackaon 
Mountains  f ocusea  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA .   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geotheraal  and  oil  and  gas  potent  la  I .   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wi Id e rness  considerably,  part  leu larly  Bolltude  and 
naturalness ,  and  cause  sign! t leant  manages bll lty  concerns  from  off- road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  haa  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageubl 11 ty  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rocklioundlng  areas,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 

t  In  severe  manageability  concerns. 


accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and 


The  8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  aceoic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  widerneas  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  Is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
the  surrounding  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  It.   Once 
you  leave  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  into  sagebrush  type  which 
la   ypical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  ares  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  s  manageable  boundary  if 
the  ares  were  expanded  to  30,000  seres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  Revaluation  £«££"? 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  »"""  £"»  ^e  *£* 
FIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   ine 
severPrellmlnarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 


areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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American  Wilderness  Alliance 
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WorklnQ  Together  To 
Conserve  Wild  America 


November  17,  1983 

Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  E.  4th  Street 
Winnemucca  NV  89445 


Dear  Mr.  Shields: 


Please  include  these  comments  in  the  official  record  of  the  hearing 
held  in  Reno  November  8  on  the  Winnemucca  District  Wilderness  Study 
Areas. 

The  American  Wilderness  Alliance  is  a  Western-based  national  non- 
profit organization  whose  members  are  working  to  conserve  the  nation's 
decreasing  federal  wildlanda,  wildlife  habitat  and  free-flowing 
river  resources. 

Most  of  our  Nevada  members  have  visited  the  Wilderness  Study  Areas 
in  the  Winnemucca  District  and  are  familiar  with  their  wilderness 
characteristics . 

Accordingly,  we  strongly  support  the  BUl's  preferred  alternative  to 
establish  the  following  outstanding  areas  as  wildernesses:  Mount 
Limbo,  12,900  acres;  Blue  Lakes-Alder  Creek,  20,400  acres:  Calico 
Moun tains,  58,000  acres;  and  Black  Rock  Desert,  174,300  acres. 

Spectacular  undeveloped  ridges  and  canyons  providing  superb  oppor- 
tunities for  a  wilderness  experience,  a  natural  arch,  perennial 
springs,  rock  climbing  potential,  a  glacial  lake,  desert  marsh  and 
river,  antelope,  mule  deer,  trout  fisheries  and  evidence  of  pre- 
historic marrmals  are  among  the  exceptional  attributes  of  the  four 
aforementioned  areas  that  compel  a  wilderness  recommendation. 

We  also  agree  with  the  BLM  that  the  following  areas  must  receive 
wilderness  status  but  respectfully  urge  that  their  boundaries  be 
expanded,  as  follows,  to  encompass  more  complete  natural  ecosystems, 
enhance  their  wilderness  recreational  opportunities  and  make  the 
wildernesses  more  viable:  Pahute  Peak,  40,000  acres;  Little  Humboldt 
River-North  Fork,  30,000  acres;  High  Rock  Lake,  53,000  acres;  and 
South  Jackson  Range,  about  25,000  acres. 

Finally,  our  Nevada  members  are  extremely  disappointed  that  the  BI24 
excluded  the  following  WSAs  from  wilderness  in  its  preferred 
alternative  and  urge  that  the  BIM  revise  its  draft  plan  to  recommend 
for  a  wilderness  classification* 


Mr.  Frank  shields 
November  17,  1983 
Page  2 


Poodle  Mountain,  about  87,000  acres.  Plateau  and  canyon  country, 
Smoke  Creek  Desert,  major  antelope  habitat,  grouse  strutting  areas, 
wild  horses.  Juniper  and  brush  provide  excellent  screening  for  soli- 
tude. 

North  Black  Rock  Range,  25,000  acres.  Adjoins  Lahontan  Trout  Natural 
Area,  scenic  peaks  and  tablelands  of  volcanic  origin,  perennial 
streams,  excellent  rock  climbing  potential,  wealth  of  wildlife, 
including  but  not  limited  to  antelope,  courgar,  mule  deer,  fox, 
sage  grouse  and  quail. 

Fox  Range,  23,600  acres.  Part  of  Great  Basin  Range,  next  to  famed 
Pyramid  Lake  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert, 
close  to  Reno  and  Sparks,  whose  citizens  make  significant  use  of  the 
area  for  wilderness  purposes. 

North  Jackson  Mountain,  15,000  acres.  Rugged  high  ridges  and  steep 
canyons.  Contains  springs  and  streams,  trout,  deer  habitat.  The 
BIM  itself  admits  that  the  area  is  secluded,  thus  well-qualified  for  a 
wilderness  designation. 

Augusta  Mountains,  12,000  acres.  High  limestone  peak,  canyons, 
prehistoric  fossils  of  the  Miocene,  deer,  wildcat.  Remote  area, 
outstanding  challenge  to  experienced  wilderness  hikers. 

China  Mountain,  8,900  acres.  As  the  BLM  itself  indicates,  this  area  is 
high  and  exceptionally  scenic,  with  lofty  panoramic  ridge  in  the 
secluded  Tobin  Range.  Stream  in  Hoffman  Canyon  contains  trout  and 
the  cliffs  provide  habitat  for  birds  of  prey.  Superb  unit  for 
weekend  hiking,  backpacking. 

The  six  areas  mentioned  above  eminently  qualify  for  a  wilderness 
classification,  and  the  American  Wilderness  Alliance  strongly 
urges  that  the  BIM  recommend  them  for  wilderness  status  in  its  final 
EIS. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  present  this  statement  on  behalf  of 

our  members  in  Nevada  and  elsewhere  who  have  used  and  enjoyed  all  of  these 

areas  for  wilderness  purposes. 


Sincerely 


Cliftdfi  R.  Mewritt 
Executive  Director 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-6O0D  haa 
suitable  aa  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.  The 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wllderneaB  values  and  1 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  publ 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  Ho  Wild 
alternative.  Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  p 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wllderne 
Euphasia  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qual 
limited  acreage  under  the  HPP  II  Recommendation  alterna 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good ,  but  no  spectacular  scenery 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  its 
Blue  Lakea)  Its  email  size  and  configuration  are  not  ad 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  aolltud 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 
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rlvate  lands  adjacent 
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does  not  augment  the 
elf  (d  iscontinuous  of 


equate  to  ens 
and  restrict 


Ho  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  caoplng  use  during  <Sie  hunting  Beasoo. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-019  haa  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EXS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  conaiderable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Hlnerals 
Company  haa   noalnated  the  area  aa  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Perret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  prubablllty  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  theae  mineral 
lnholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  wLlderneas  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 


Tho  area  preliminarily  reco*»ended  tultable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  boen 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  coocema,   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  theae  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
acceaslble  to  off-road  vehlclea  sod  result  la  severe  manageability  concerns. 


(...r^.       .,  ■ --•**«  j.ui  ..lie  purpose  or  establis 

buffer  ,„M  „„lch  „  forb)dde„  by  the  Wlldernea8  ^nagement  foUlc'y 


The  10, 300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wl Id  erne as  In  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particulsrly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageabi llty  concerns  f  rom  of f -road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  devaluation  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  cons  der  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 

!''"  ?k   ::",'   VeCO"'!,,1"!d  """  "P«s"«  ^e  b«t  -ildernese  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer.  h»° *■*■*-* 
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Hemic  and  Carol  Mauldln 
1036  Chestnut  Ave. 
Realands,  Calif.  92373 
Nov.  ?,  19*3 

1LH 

705  h.  fcth  St. 

Winnemucca  Nev.    hlkW> 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  been  authoriiea  to  write  you  on  behalf  of  the  lA,0<;0  plus  people  in 
the  state  of  California  who  are  interested  in  the  hobby  of  collecting 
mineral  specimens  ana  gem  stones.   The  association  is  the  California 
Federation  of  Mineralogical  Societies. 

]n  order  to  keep  known  areas  of  gemstone  significance  from  being  put  off 
limits  to  collecting  we  urge  no  votes  on  the  following  wiluernesB  areas: 

Area  621  Piaute  Peak  anu  through  the  slot.   This  area  has  an  outstanaing 
deposit  of  Christmas  Tree  Jasper  anu  smaller  lesser  uepoaits  of  other 
collectable  materials. 

Area  0i/7   High  rtock  Lake  contains  uepoaits  of  collectable  materials. 

Area  019   Calico — same  reasons. 

Area  612  klack  Kock  Hange — same  reasons. 

We  urge  "No  Wilderness"  votes  on  these  areas  so  that  accusa  by  existing 
roads  anu  trails  may  continue. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Bernie  and  Carol 


Carol  hauluin 
Public  Landa  Advisory  Committee 
California  Federation  of  Mineralogical 
Societies . 


Based  on  the  be  lit  1  nf  urination  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  Beveral  rockhounds , 
areas  of  known  or  9uapecCed  uae  by  rockhounda  were  el  1ml na ted  by  boundary 
adjustments  Id  the  areas  preliminarily  recommended  for  wl IderneBS .   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  Included,  access  will  remain 
open.   The  Calico  Mounta ina-019  and  North  Black  Rock  Hange-622  are  not 
lnc  luded  in  the  prellmi na ri ly  recommended  areas  . 
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kt.    5,    Box   5  233 
aoerne,    TX  78006 
November    12,    1983 


Mr.    iidward    Spang,    Director 
Uureau  of   Land  Management 
Nevada   state  Office 
P.O.      uox   12000 
Reno,    Nevada   89520 


SUiiJBCT:      winnemucca,    Nevada,    braft   wilderness  JUS 

bear   Mr.    Spang: 

After  detailed  review,  1  find  the  Preferred  Alternative 
to  be  a  good  compromise  proposal.   1  support  the  Preferred 
Alternative,  but  recommend  the  following  minor  improvement: 
inclusion  of  53,900  acres  of  the  High  Hock  Lake  study  area! 

I  commend  those  who  worked  on  this  proposal,  and  I  appre- 
ciate the  opportunities  to  comment  during  the  entire  review 
process. 


f 

</// 


l?l<- 


»l 


Very   truly   yours, 
Charles  Urban 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
U.000  acres  preliminarily  recownended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concent rated .   This  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dara  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  aresa  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recooaendatlon  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  this  potential 
while  still  BBxlmizlog  protection  of  the  wilderness  valuea. 


Comment  Letter  32 


Comment  Letter  32 


AtianllcRichlleldCompsny  555  Seventeenth  Streel 
Denver,  Colorado  80202 
Telephone  303  293  757? 

J    R.  Mitchell 

Manager 

Public  Lands  Coordinalion 

Government  Relations 

November  15,  1983 


District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Managment 
705  E.  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Attn:   Gerald  L.  Moritz 

Re:   Winnemucca  District 

Draft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

Dear  Sir: 

Attached  is  testimony  prepared  to  be  presented  by 
Andrew  Selby,  Senior  Geologist  for  Arco  Exploration 
Company,  an  operating  division  of  Atlantic  Richfield 
Company,  at  the  Public  Hearing  in  Reno  on  November  8 
Unfortunately,  Mr.  Selby  was  unable  to  reach  Reno 
from  Denver  due  to  a  sudden  snow  atorm.   Please 
accept  this  testimony  as  our  written  comments  on  the 
Draft  wilderness  Environmental  Impact  statement. 


Sincerely, 


J.  R.  Mitchell 


JRM:LJW:drm 


Attachment 


TESTIMONY  ON  WINNEMUCCA  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT  STATEMENT 

MY  NAME  IS  ANDREW  SELBY.   I  AM  A  SENIOR  GEOLOGIST  FOR  ARCO  EXPLORATION 
COMPANY,  AN  OPERATING  DIVISION  OF  ATLANTIC  RICHFIELD  COMPANY  WHICH  IS 
PRIMARILY  A  DOMESTIC  PRODUCER  OF  OIL  AND  GAS.   WE  ARE  VERY  CONCERNED  WITH 
THE  MANAGEMENT  OF  OUR  NATION'S  PUBLIC  LANDS  AND  WELCOME  THE  OPPORTUNITY 
TO  APPEAR  BEFORE  YOU  TODAY. 

WE  BELIEVE  IT  IS  ESSENTIAL  FOR  THE  BLM  TO  CONSIDER  WILDERNESS  PROPOSALS 
WHICH  PROVIDE  A  BALANCE  OF  MULTIPLE  USE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS.   OUR  COMPANY  IS 
CERTAINLY  NOT  OPPOSED  TO  THE  CONCEPT  OF  WILDERNESS.   ON  THE  CONTRARY,  WE 
RECOGNIZE  THAT  WILDERNESS  LANDS  ARE  AN  IMPORTANT  PART  OF  OUR  NATIONAL 
HERITAGE.   WE  FURTHER  RECOGNIZE  THAT  THERE  CLEARLY  ARE  LANDS  WHICH  ARE 
SENSITIVE  AND  UNIQUE  AND  WHICH  QUALIFY  FOR,  AND  DESERVE,  SPECIAL 
MANAGEMENT  AND  PROTECTION. 

WE  DO  NOT  BELIEVE,  HOWEVER,  THAT  LANDS  CONTAINING  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL 
RESOURCE  POTENTIAL  SHOULD  BE  DESIGNATED  AS  WILDERNESS.   IT  IS  IMPERATIVE 
THAT  PRIORITY  CONSIDERATION  BE  GIVEN  TO  EXPLORATION  IN  THOSE  AREAS  WHICH 
CONTAIN  MINERAL  RESOURCE  POTENTIAL. 

WE  THINK  THERE  ARE  TWO  FACTORS  WHICH  MUST  BE  TAKEN  INTO  ACCOUNT  IN  THE 
DETERMINATION  OF  WHAT  TYPE  OF  PROTECTIVE  MANAGEMENT  IS  WARRANTED  OR 
REQUIRED  FOR  PUBLIC  LANDS.   FIRST,  AN  AREA'S  SUBSURFACE  RESOURCES  ARE 
POTENTIALLY  AS  IMPORTANT  AS  AN  AREA'S  SURFACE  RESOURCES.   IT  IS  OUR  FIRM 
BELIEF  THAT  THE  LANDS  PROPOSED  FOR  WILDERNESS  DESIGNATION  SHOULD  FIRST  BE 
EVALUATED  FOR  THEIR  MINERAL  POTENTIAL  PRIOR  TO  THEIR  DESIGNATION  AS 
WILDERNESS.   THE  PRODUCTION  OF  OIL  AND  GAS  RESOURCES  DOES  NOT  REQUIRE 
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LARGE  AMOUNTS  OF  LAND.   IF  ALL  OF  THE  LAND  USED  FOR  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL 
PRODUCTION  IN  HISTORY  WAS  ADDED  UP,  THIS  ACREAGE  WOULD  CONSTITUTE  LESS 
THAN  1/2  OF  1%  OF  OUR  TOTAL  LAND  BASE.   THE  AMOUNT  OF  LAND  USED  FOR  OIL 
AND  GAS  DEVELOPMENT  IS  A  FRACTION  OF  EVEN  THIS  SMALL  AMOUNT.   LARGE 
AMOUNTS  OF  LAND  NEED  TO  BE  EXPLORED  TO  LOCATE  THESE  RARE  CONCENTRATIONS 
OF  MINERAL  RESOURCES.   REMOVING  THESE  AREAS  BY  DESIGNATING  THEM 
WILDERNESS  BEFORE  THEY  ARE  EXPLORED  RAISES  THE  POSSIBILITY  THAT  VAST 
MINERAL  RESOURCES  WILL  BE  LOST. 

SECONDLY,  THE  OIL  AND  GAS  INDUSTRY  HAS  DEMONSTRATED  THAT  OUR  OPERATIONS 
ARE  ENTIRELY  COMPATIBLE  WITH  THE  ENVIRONMENT.   OPERATIONAL  TECHNIQUES  ARE 
DESIGNED  TO  MINIMIZE  THE  AREA  AND  AMOUNT  OF  DISTURBANCE.   REHABILITATION 
CAPABILITIES  HAVE  REACHED  SUCH  A  HIGH  LEVEL  THAT  THE  IMPACTS  ARE 
VIRTUALLY  UNNOTICEABLE,  AND  TEMPORARY  IN  NATURE. 

WITH  REGARD  TO  SPECIFIC  AREAS  UNDER  YOUR  REVIEW,  ATLANTIC  RICHFIELD 
AGREES  WITH  THE  BLM'S  RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  NONWILDERNESS  FOR  THE  EIGHT 
AREAS  SO  DESIGNATED  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  REASONS:   1)  LACK  OF  SOLITUDE  AND, 
MORE  IMPORTANTLY,   2)  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL  POTENTIAL. 

IN  DECEMBER,  1980,  ARCO  FILED  AN  APPEAL  WITH  THE  NEVADA  STATE  DIRECTOR  OF 
THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  ON  THE  FINAL  DECISION  TO  DESIGNATE  AUGUSTA 
AND  SELENITE  MOUNTAINS  AS  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS  IN  THE  WINNEMUCCA 
DISTRICT. 

THE  WILDERNESS  BOUNDARIES  OF  THESE  UNITS  HAVE  ROADS  WHICH  WE  FELT 
PRECLUDED  THE  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  SOLITUDE  ALONG  THEIR  MARGIN.   THE  AREAS 
PROVIDED  NO  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  VISUAL  SCREENING,  SOLITUDE  OR  SIGHTSEEING. 


FOR  EXAMPLE,  THE  AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  UNIT  CONTAINS  AN  ACTIVE  RANCH  WITH 
FENCES  AND  A  WASTE  DISPOSAL  SITE  AND  SEVERAL  DIRT  ROADS  PENETRATE  THE 
FLANKS  OF  THE  UNIT.   THESE  INTRUSIONS  STILL  EXIST  TODAY.   FOR  THESE 
REASONS  WE  SUPPORT  YOUR  NONWILDERNESS  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  AUGUSTA  AND 
SELENITE  MOUNTAINS. 

IN  ADDITION,  WE  FEEL  THAT  DUE  TO  THEIR  ENERGY  POTENTIAL,  THE  NORTH  BLACK 
ROCK  RANGE,  NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS,  TOBIN  RANGE,  AND  AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS 
WARRANT  NONWILDERNESS  CLASSIFICATION  AS  RECOMMENDED.   THE  BOUNDARIES  OF 
SOME  OF  THESE  WSA ' S  EXTEND  INTO  THE  VALLEYS  AND  ALLUVIAL  FANS  WHERE 
ENERGY  POTENTIAL  IS  HIGH.   THIS  PROBLEM  IS  ILLUSTRATED  ON  THE  ATTACHED 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 

WE  ALSO  BELIEVE  THAT  ALL  EIGHT  AREAS  RECOMMENDED  FOR  NONWILDERNESS  HAVE 
SUFFICIENT  POTENTIAL  FOR  GEOTHERMAL  AND  HARD  ROCK  MINERALS  TO  SUPPORT 
YOUR  RECOMMENDATION  OF  NONWILDERNESS. 

IN  SUMMARY,  WE  SUPPORT  THE  BLM  DECISION  FOR  THE  NONWILDERNESS  DESIGNATION 
FOR  THESE  AREAS.   WE  MUST  ALSO  STATE  THAT  WE  WOULD  NOT  SUPPORT  ANY  FUTURE 
DESIGNATION  OR  PROTECTIVE  MEASURES  SUCH  AS  AN  AREA  OF  CRITICAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN,  WHICH  WOULD  IN  ANY  WAY  RESTRICT  ENERGY  AND  MINERAL 
EXPLORATION  AND  DEVELOPMENT  IN  THESE  NONWILDERNESS  AREAS. 

ATLANTIC  RICHFIELD  COMPANY  THANKS  YOU  FOR  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  PRESENT  OUR 
VIEWS  HERE  TODAY. 
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GLACIER  VIEW,  INC. 

164     7TH  AVENUE  W.N     KAUSPELL.  MONTANA  5990!     1406)  755  8484 

William  W.  Parker 
Judl  M.  Parker 

and 
Thomas  N.  Tuttle 


November  23,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Wlnnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields, 


Wlnnemucca  District  Wilderness 
Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(draft)  hearings,  (note:  this 
statement  Is  requested  to  be 
Included  into  record  of  final 
EIS). 


We  are  long  time  sf ortspersons ,  which  includes  membership  in  the 
National  Rifle  Association  for  many  years.  Prior  to  coming  to 
Montana,  we  used  to  hunt,  fish  and  engage  in  amateur  prospecting 
in  the  Mohave  Desert.  Even  today,  we  have  a  part  time  lapidary 
business . 

Yet,  we  are  disturbed  over  recent  outcry  by  some  of  our  amateur 
rockhound  friends  who  oppose  all  wilderness  on  the  public  lands. 
We  genuinely  believe  hobbyists  can  adequately  enjoy  places  like 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  region  with  a  relatively  small  portion  of 
the  area  under  permanent  wilderness  protection.  The  press  here 
carried  some  of  the  hobbyist's  statements  here--some  of  which  we 
felt  was  sxtreme.  For  instance,  some  of  them  were  quoted  as  say- 
ing that  77.  of  the  area  In  wilderness  would  "harm"  them  personally. 
Considering  the  fact  that  92-937.  would  be  remaining  in  "multiple 
use",  such  claims  of  "harm"  are  patently  ridiculous.  Here,  we  have 
long  since  come  to  appreciate  wilderness,  having  taken  advantage  of 
such  "multiple  uses"  as  hunting,  fishing,  camping  and  recreating  in 
them.  We  not  only  feel  we  have  not  been  harmed  by  wilderness,  but 
see  it  as  a  heritage  that  will  benefit  our  children. 

That  is  why  we  in  principle  are  supporting  your  wilderness  accent 
alternative.  Specifically,  this  Involves  support  for  the  follow- 
ing areas: 

(1)  174,300  acres  In  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  as  recommended  in  the 
BLM  technical  report.  In  this  we  commend  the  district.  We  have 
heard  of  the  incredible  clenega  discovery  which  lies  over  nearly 
half  of  the  playa  in  this  wilderness1  north  end.  Also,  we  urge 
added  "natural  area"  protection  for  an  enlarged  area  that  contains 
extensive  archeology  and  recently  discovered  Ice  Age  mammal  fpssil 
remains. 

(2)  We  commend  the  BLM's  recommendation  of  58,000  acres  in  the 
Calico  Range.  It  is  a  scenic  region  contain  priceless  deposits  of 
petrified  wood  and  has  a  unique  potential  fishery.  We  think  the 
claims  made  for  gold  in  the  area  are  probably  not  economical  and 
most  certainly  do  not  outrank  the  area's  value  as  a  wildland. 

|  (3)  We  urge  combining  both  the  Blue  Lake  and  Alder  Creek  areas 

(continued) 


(3)  continued 

into  one  20,400  acre  wilderness.  Blue  Lake  and  its  well-known  glacial 
attributes  should  be  augmented  by  Alder  Creek's  fabulous  golden  eagle 
raptor  areas.  This  is  a  stunning  area,  with  many  lakes,  meadows  and 
fabulous  vistas.  Except  for  the  deserved  combining  of  the  two,  we 
commend  the  BLM's  recommended  acreage. 

(4)  For  years  we  have  known  about  the  "New  Stonehenge"  (natural  Arch) 
which  Is  a  prime  feature  of  this  wilderness.  We  have  seen  pictures  of 
it  and  were  amazed.  It  is  a  high  scenic  ridge  with  many  hidden  coves 
and  springs.  We  commend  the  BLM's  recommendation  for-12,900  acres. 

In  the  following,  we  have  major  differences  over  acreage  figures  while 
commending  the  district  for  recognizing  these  areas  as  wilderness 

(5)  We  urge  the  addition  of  14,000  acres  in  the  High  Rock  Lake  proposed 
wilderness.  The  BLM's  recommendation  does  not  extend  to  vital  Ice  Age 
features  as  Box  Canyon  and  its  primeval  natural  rock-fall  dam,  which 
created  High  Rock  Lake.  Also,  land  must  be  included  which  protects  for 
all  time  wildland  buffers  to  the  north  end  of  the  Calico  Range  and  two 
magnificent  canyons,  Fly  Creek  Canyon  and  Box  Canyon.  We  view  53,000 

as  the  barest  minimum  to  protect  this  wildland 

(6)  The  South  Jackson  Range  is  an  outstanding  area,  with  a  unique 
deep  gorge  (MeGlll  Canyon)  and  suspected  Ice  Age  native  fish.  King 
Lear  Peak  has  a  north  face  resembling  Half  Dome  In  Yosemite.  The 
BLM's  acreage  Is  Inadequate.  We  urge  25,000  acres. 

I  (7)  Pahute  Peak  provides  a  spectacular  lanscape  that  highlights  the 
center-north  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert.  It  has  mlriads  of  winding  and 
colorful  canyons  and  stunning  vistas  from  its  high  ridge.  We  have 
heard  that  its  has  unusual  colonies  of  birdlife.  We  urge  adoption  of 
40,000  acres. 

(8)  The  BLM's  concept  for  the  protection  of  the  North  Fork,  Little 
Humboldt  River  is  positively  disturbing  to  say  the  least.  We  know  of 
these  remarkable  narrow;  winding  canyons  that  are  cut  deep  into  the 
Owyhee  Plateau.  This  canyon  not  only  has  some  of  the  most  undisturbed 
flora  and  grasses  in  the  Great  Basin,  but  exceptional  raptors  for 
predatory  birds.  It  is  ridiculous  not  to  extend  protection  Co  some  of 
the  uplands  adjacent  to  the  canyon  rims.  These  predators  have  a  crit- 
ical food  supply  In  the  local  small  mammals  that  are  not  plentiful  in 
the  rims  and  canyon  below.  8,900  acres  will  not  do  the  job;  30,000 
acres  definitely  willM 

Lastly,  we  are  especially  concerned  as  to  why  the  BLM  has  not  recommend- 
ed any  of  the  following  at  all.  We  can  only  conclued  these  were  "sacri- 
ficed" to  appear  middle  of  the  road  on  environmental  policy.  Indeed, 
we  feel  the  BLM  Organic  Act's  clear  mandate  Is  not  being  honored  by  the 
district's  failure  to  recognize  the  following: 

(9)  North  Jackson  Mountains,  which  is  just  as  beautiful  and  scenic  as 
the  nearby  South  Jacksons.  We  realize  that  the  two  units  are  separated 
by  a  road,  but  that  does  not  eliminate  the  high  quality  primeval  area 
In  this  end.  It  Is  rich  in  riparian  habitat,  rugged  mountains , -hidden 
canyons.  We  urge  that  a  15,000  acre  wilderness  be  designated. 

(continued) 
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(10)  North  Black  Rock  Range  and  Its  "non  wilderness"  reconanenda tlon 
simply  Is  not  Justified  by  the  district's  own  technical  report.  Our 
friends  In  Nevada  have  visited  the  area,  and  report  to  us  that  this 
region  has  a  solid  core  of  colorful  and  rugged  wilderness.  It  has 
at  least  two  perennial  streams,  Important  mule  deer  and  cougar  hab- 
itat. There  are  waterfalls  and  intimate  little-known  canyons.  There 
Is  an  Important  outstanding  natural  area  contiguous  to  It.  Indeed, 
the  natural  conditions  extend  well  into  this  area.  We  urge  protection 
for  25,000  acres. 

(11)  China  Mountain  is  an  area  with  two  exceptionally  scenic  canyons 
which  generously  afford  a  wilderness  recreational  experience.  It  has 
a  rldge-llke  peak  that  Tises  over  8,800  feet.  Both  Hoffman  and  Lee 
Canyons  contain  a  prime  fishery  that  la  Inherently  wild  In  their 
overall  character.  We  urge  protection  of  8,900  acres  as  wilderness. 


a  priceless  wildland  lying  to  the  east  of 
ek  Desert.  It  has  some  of  the  state's  most 


(12)  Poodle  Mountain  Is 
the  expansive  Smoke  Creek 

unusual  volcanic  phenomenon.  This  includes  geologically  significant 
volcanic  vents  that  were  recently  active.  The  wilderness  has  deep 
canyons  that  wind  up  by  way  of  the  base  of  the  hills.  Higher  up  Is 
an  undulating  plateau  and  set  of  ridges  that  Is  well  screened  by 
juniper  groves.  It  is  a  rugged  and  magnificent  area,  with  high  relief 
extending  3,000  feet  above  the  deseet  below.  We  recommend  preservation 
of  87,000  acres. 

(13)  The  Fox  Range  Is  part  of  sharp  mountain  ridge  that  rises  precip- 
itously out  of  the  Smoke  Creek  Deeert.  Here,  ltB  peak  rises  over  7,600 
feet;  which  has  become  a  popular  day  hiking  area.  It  has  many  canyons 
facing  west  that  provide  an  outstanding  wilderness  experience.  We 
urge  protection  of  23,600  acres  as  wilderness. 

(14)  Augusta  Mountains  has  as  Its  prime  attribute,  an  alpine  wonder- 
land dominated  by  8,400-ft.  Cain  Peak.  Several  of  Its  side  canyons 
are  a  priceless  foasll-strewn  paleontologlcal  natural  area.  There  are 
stark  monoliths,  unique  rock  formations  and  remote  waterfalls  that 
drop  30  feet.  The  area  has  a  potential  endangered  species  with  Its 
occurrence  of  smooth  phacelia.  We  urge  12,800  acres  as  a  wilderness. 

************************ 

Finally,  we  have  this  observation  to  make.  Only  recently,  we  have  seen 
not  only  such  proposed  wlldlandB  as  the  foregoing  threatened,  but  Buch 
areas  as  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  here  in  our  back  yard  threatened 
as  well.  We  are  astonished  by  the  fact  that,  nationally,  so  little  Is 
being  protected'by  the  BLM.  We're  not  asking  for  an  awful  lot  In  such 
a  proposed  BLM  system.  Our  experience  In  these  Great  Basin  areas  goes 
back  over  two  decades.  We  used  to  live  in  Downey,  California  and  saw 
how  ORV  activity  nearly  destroyed  the  Mohave  Desert.  In  Nevada's  Great 
Basin  so  much  still  remains  essentially  wild  and  relatively  untouched. 
These  areas  represent  the  minimum  necessary  to  give  meaningful  protect- 
ion to  such  Great  Basin  wildlands.  We  hope  the  BLM  will  not  be  awed  and 
Intimidated  by  those  who  would  prevent  Implementation  of  the  new  envir- 
onmental mandate  made  by  Congress  in  1976.  As  we  said  before,  we  like 
guns  too.  We  like  to  hunt,  fish  and  camp.  We  resent  those  who  claim 
this  is  not  possible  In  wilderness.  That  1b  a  gross  falsehood.  These 
are  the  same  one's  who  would  give  the  "Bob"  to  the  oil  companies.  It 
seems  to  us  that  we  can  have  reasonable  mineral  and  energy  development 
on  our  public  lands,  and  have  wilderness  too.  We  trust  the  BLM  will  act 
responAively  and  i*rofee£t  these  areas-   — i    ^-? 


The    preliminary    recommendation    for    the    Calico    Mountalns-Ol 9    has    been    changed 
from  suitable    as    stated    In    the    Draft    F.IS    to   unsuitable.      The    suitable 
recommendation   was    baaed    on    thfl    wilderness    values    at    Btake,    public    support    and 
preliminary    mineral    Information.       Since    the    Draft    was.    pub  Us  tied,    considerable 
information   has    been    provided    by   companies    active    In    the   area.       Exxon   Minerals 
Company    haa      nominated    the    area    aa    an    "Area    of    Critical    Mineral    Potential"    and 
also    provided    additional    geological    Information    Indicating    a    high    potential 
for    precious   metal    and    uranium  deposits.      Ferret    Exploration   Co,,    Inc.,    has 
begun    new   exploration   activities    on   a    large   claim   block  within    the    southern 
portion   of    the    USA  which  contains    the    highest    wilderness    values.      Preliminary 
exploration    Indicated    a    high  probability    for   an    economic    precious  metal 
deposit.      Through   this    exploration    activity,    the   coapany    plans    to   develop 
these   claims    to   the    point    of    proving  a    valid    discovery.       Based   on    the 
additional    geologic    information,    the    probability   of    proving    a    valid    discovery 
and    an    economic    precioua    metal    deposit    Is    high.       Such    a    discovery   would    allow 
the  coapany    to   proceed    to    full    development.       Based   on   this   BfrM   documented 
preclouB    metal    mineralization,    manageability    problems    related    to    these    mineral 
inholdinge    and    the    loss    of    wilderneaa    values,    this    unit    has    been   dropped    from 
further   wl Id erne ss    consideration . 


The    preliminary    recommendation   for    Aide.-    Creek-600D   has    been  changed    f  rom 
suitable  ae    stated    la    the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.       The    suitable 
recommendation    was    based    on    the  wilderness    values    and    lnltlsl    public    b up port. 
LIpoo    evaluation   of    public    comment  ■    made    duri  ng    the    public    comment    period ,    it 
la    felt    that   due   to   the    small    size    of    the   uolt,    No   Wilderness    Is    the    beat 
alternative.      Conflicts   with   potential    development    of    private    lands   adjacent 
to    the    southwest    boundary    of    the    USA   under    All    Wl Id erne  as    and    Wilderness 
Emphasis    would    seriously    compromise    the    wilder ne as    qualities    of    the    USA ,       The 
limited    acreage    under    the   MFP   II    Recommendation   alternative    raises    serious 
doubt   aa    to   the    effective    management    of    the   unit. 

The    unit    contains   good,    but    no    spectacular    scenery    and    doe a    not    augment    the 
scenery  of    adjacent    Blue    Lakes .      When   considered    by    Itself    (disc on t Inuoua    of 
Blue   Lakes)    Its    small    size   and   configuration    are    not    adequate    to   ensure   a 
visitor's    isolation    from   outside    Influencea   on    solitude    and    restricts    the 
usable    space    for    primitive    snd    unconflned    recreation. 

No  Wl lderoess   would    eliminate    Identified    access    concerns    since    the    road 
between    Blue    Lakes    and    Alder    Creek   WSAs    which    leads    to   Little  Onion   ReBervolr 
f  rom    the    north   would    be    maintained    and    there    would    be    no    access    restriction    on 
the    road    continuing    south    from  Little   Onion   Reservoir.      This  would    also 
eliminate    the  displacement    of    vehicle    camping    around    the    reservoir,    especially 
the    heavy   camping   use    during    the    hunting    season. 


Though  High    Rock  Lake   WSA,    as  a    whole,    possesses    outstanding  opportunities    for 
solitude,    primitive   and    unconflned    recreation,    not    every   acre   does.      The 
14,000  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderneas    represent    the    area   where 
the    highest    wilderness    values    are    concentrated.      This    area    Includes    such 
features   a*   High   Rock   Lake,    Ply    Canyon,    including    the    "Potholes"   and    dam   and 
Box    Canyon.       The    area    also    contains    areas    of    moderate    mineral    potential    and 
great    care   wsa    taken    to  delineate   •    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation   which  would    permit    the    development    of    most    of    this    potential 
while    still   maximizing   protection   of    the  wilderness    values. 
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The    10,300  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    In    the    South  JackBon 
Mountains    focuses   on   the    very   highest   wilderness    values    in    the   WSA.      It 
Includes    the    rugged    upper  elevations    Including  majestic    King   Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heads    of    sll    major   drainages    where    the    highest    wilderness    values    are.       It 
substant iHlly    reduceB    the   amount    of    high    to  moderate  mineral    potential    and 
moderate    geothermal    and   oil    and    gas   potentlel.      To    expand    the    area  would    tend 
to    lower    tlie    quality    of    wilderness   considerably,    particularly    solitude    snd 
naturalness,    and    cause    significant   manages bl 11 ty   concerns    froai   off-road 
vehicle   use   on   approximately    3,000  acres  and    several  active    mining  areas. 


The    area    preliminarily    recommended    suitable    111    the    Pahute   Peak  WSA  has    been 
modified    to   the    WlldernesB    Emphasis  alternative    of    25,200  acres.      Within    this 
area    are    the   highest    wilderness    vsluea,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    lesst   nansgeabl 11 ty   concerns.      To  expand    the    area    to  40,000  acreB   would 
greatly  decresBe    these    scenic    values   snd    festures,    would    Include    several 
sctlve    rockhoundlng   areas.    Include  approximately    11,000  acrea  easily 
accessible    to    off-rosd    vehicles   snd    result    In    severe  nanageablll ty  concerns. 
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y    recommended    suitable    contain    the   highly   scenic 

of    the    North    Fork   of    the   Little    Humboldt   where 
attires  are  concentrated.      The   boundury  of    this 
noLe.      An    unusual    feature   of    this    waterway    Is   that 
.-:i    .iway    I  rum    tlic    canyon    rim,    nut     Into    it.       Once 
nl'.y   u!    tile    iliu,    you  are    Into    dagubrush    type  which 
iirruuiiiiliig  area    eaully   nccesBlbJe    tu   off-rund 
difficult    to    establish   a   manageable    boundary    If 
,0OD  ;j.:rea    for    the    purpose    of    estnbl  lslilng   a 
en    by    the    Wi  Iderneua    Management    Pulley. 


Bureau    peraunnel    have   completed   a    thorough   reevaluatlon  of    available 
■j      Information   concerning   these  areSB,    analyzed    public    comments    from    the    Draft 
tIS  and    consider    the    preferred   alternative    for   these    11   areas    proper.      The 
seven   preliminarily    recommended   sress    represent    the    beBt    wilderness    qusllty 
areas    the   district    has    to  offer. 


RICHARD     H.     POUGH 

33  HICHBBOOK  AVENUE 
PELHAM,  MEW  YORK     10803 


November  23,   1983 


Mr.   Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Wlnnemucca,  Nevada     89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

The  State  of  Nevada  1s  fortunate  to  have  such  an  abundance  of  wildlife 
and  unspoiled  land  preserved  under  the  guidance  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management.     I  believe  the  additional   protection  of  Wlnnemucca  wilderness 
study  area  status  is  crucial   for  the  lands  future  protection  and  I  would 
appreciate  if  you  would  see  that  my  comments  are  put  into  the  record. 

BLM's  recommendation  of  the  areas  of  Black  Rock  Desert,  Calico  Mountains, 
Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  and  Mount  Limbo  Is  to  be  commended.     These  areas 
are  a  delight  to  mountaineers  and  geologists,  as  well   as  to  those  interest- 
ed in  raptors  and  wildlife. 

I  am  greatly  concerned,  however  at  your  recommendations  for  High  Rock  Lake, 
South  Jacksons,  Pahute  Peak  and  North  Fork.     Certainly  much  larger  acreage 
than  what  you  suggest  must  be  declared  wilderness  to  adequately  protect 
these  areas. 

(a)  Why  isn't  the  natural   dam  at     High  Rock  Lake,  which  1t  creates, 
Included?     Together  with  Fly  Canyon  and  Box  Canyon  this  seems 

a  more  viable  unit. 

(b)  The  native  trout  that  McGill  Canyon  1n  the  South  Jackson  Range 
supports  certainly  deserve  the  protection  of  a  full  25,000  acres. 

(c)  The  geothermal  White  Rock  Springs,   the  wildlife  and  rare  desert 
bird  habitat  at  Pahute  Peak  calls  for  an  additional   31,000  acres. 

(d)  BLM's  8,900  acre  recommendation  seems  unrealistic  for  Little 
Humboldt  River/North  Fork.     The  18-mile  chasm  is  surrounded  by 
largely  roadless  plateaus  that  should  be  utilized  as  a  buffer 
zone.     30,000  acres  seems  a  better  recommendation. 
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RICHARD     H.     POUGH 

aa  mcHBHooK  avenue 

PELHAM,  NEW  YORK 

-  2   - 
There  are  a  half  dozen  more  areas  that  qualify  for  wilderness  status. 

(1)  87,900  acres  at  Poodle  Mountain  would  give  you  the  diversity  of 

Sfas:usHSiecoT^;fth  the  h1storic  interest  °f  a  »" 

(2)  8,900  acres  of  China  Mountains  should  be  preserved  as  It  1s 
accessible  to  backpackers  as  a  wilderness  experience. 

(3)  23,600  acres  of  the  Fox  Range  also  should  be  preserved  as  an 
exceptional  wilderness  hiking  area  for  nearbyPReno  and  Sparks 


(4) 


I?;fS  5i2f    U9USta  Mounta1ns  sll0"ld  be  set  aside  for  more 

strenuous  wilderness  mountaineering  and  fosslll  hunting.     There 
species      Wl1dllfe  P°Pulat1on  here  and  one  threatened  plant 

(5)  IkT  ?ih6S  °f  the  N0rt?  Black  Rock  Ran9e  is  suitable  for  small- 

cale  wilderness  recreational   purposes  -  rock  climbing,  etc. 
It  has  streams  and  waterfalls  and,   1n  addition,   It  has  an 
abundance  of  wildlife  that  1s  protected  by  its  rugged  terrain. 

(6)  JSi'SlSkT!  °f  N°r^h  JdCkS?n  Mountatn  "*■«««■  as  a  wilderness 
area  with  Its  rugged  mountains,  caves,  springs,  trout-filled 
streams,  waterfalls  and  deer  habitat. 

Yours  sincerely, 


Richard  H.   Pough 


The  preliminary  recoooendat ion  for  the  Calic 
from  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to 
recommend at  ion  was  based  on  the  wildernesB 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the 
Inf ormat Ion  has  been  provided  by  companies  . 
Conpany  has   nominated  the  a  rea  as  an  "Area 
also  provided  additional  geological  lnformat 
tor  prec  ioua  met a  1  and  uranium  deposi ts .   Fe 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  hlghes 
esploratlon  Indicated  a  high  probability  for 
deposl t.   Through  thlB  exploration  activity, 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probabi 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  hi 
the  company  to  proceed  CO  full  development, 
prec ioua  metal  mineralization,  manageabl 11 ty 
I n ho  Id  i  i. .  .;  and  the  loss  of  wl  lderness  values 
further  wilderness  consideration. 
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The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  Bpace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  WlldernesB  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
front  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  csmping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Sock  Lake  USA,  aa  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
Ik, 000  ac  res  preliminarily  recommended  for  wl lderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilder nees  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  1 nc ludes  Buch 
features  aa  High  Rock  Lake ,  Ply  Canyon ,  1 nc ludlng  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potent  la  I  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  perm it  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  max! ml zl ng  protect  Ion  of  the  wl lderness  values . 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  valueB  in  the  HSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lesr  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wi lderness  values  are.   It 
substantial ly  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  uBe  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 
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The   area   preliminarily    reco«aended    aultabie    la    the    Pahute  Peak  WSA  has    been 
modified    to   the   Wllderneaa    Rophasis    alternative   of    25,200  acres.      Within   this 
area    are    the   highest   wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least   manageability    coocerns.      To   expand    the    area    to   40,000   acrea    would 
greatly   decrease    theae    scenic    valueB    and    features,    would    Include    several 
active    roclihounding   areaB,    Include    approximately    11,000  acreB  easily 
accessible    to   off-rosd    vehicles   and    result    in   severe   manageability   concerns. 
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1  ly    recommended    sui  table    contain    the    highly  scenic 

e   of    the   North   fork  of    the   Little   Humboldt  where 

eaturea   are  concentrated.      The   boundary  of    thia 

untile.      An    unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    la    that 

pes    tiwuy    from   the   canyon    rlra,    not    Into    It.      Once 

c  I  nl  ty    of    the    rliu,    you    are    into    sagebrush    type   which 

surrounding    area    eaally    accessible    to   of f -road 
y   difficult    to    establish    a    manageable    boundary    if 
30,000   acrea    for    the    purpose   of   establishing  a 
dden    by    the    Wi Ideruesa   Management    PoLIcy. 


Bureau    personnel    hsve    completed   a    thorough    revaluation   of    avallablt 
information   concerning    these    areas,    analyred    public    coumenta    from   the    Draft 
EIS    and    consider   the    preferred   alternative    for    theBe    11   areas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recommended    areas    rep re  a en t    the    best  wi lderness    quality 
areas    the    district    has    to    offer. 
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9745  Lamar  Street 
Spring  Valley,  CA  92077 
November  22,  1983 

Mr.  frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  E.  4th  Street 
Wlnnemucca,  NV  89702 

Dear  Mr.  Shields : 

1  will  be  brief  in  my  communication  with  you  and  hope 
you  will  give  my  remarks  due  consideration  concerning  the 
establishment  of  certain  wildernesses  in  your  district. 

I  note  that  the  bureau  of  Land  Management  Is  currently 
recommending  four  areas  for  wilderness  status.   It  must  be 
said  that  all  who  seek  to  preserve  our  diminishing  wilderness 
express  their  appreciation  for  these  recommendations  (Black 
Rock  Desert,  Calico  Mts.,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek,  Mt .  Limbo). 
We  applaud  these  recommendations. 

In  my  view,  there  are  other  areas  that  rightly  deserve 
the  same  recommendation,  and  I  list  those  as  follows: 

-  North  Black  Range 

-  Augusta  Mountains 

-  North  Jackson  Mountain 

-  Fox  Range 

-  China  Mountains 

-  Poodle   Mountain 

Might  I  also  suggest  that  the  North  1'ork  of  the  Little 
Humboldt  River  be  expanded.   Considering  the  wilderness 
potential  of  the  general  area,  its  present  acreage  of  8,900 
seems  much  too  small. 

Thank  you  for  your  attention  to  this  letter. 


Sincerely  yours 
Ward  T.  Donley 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Mountaina-019 
.'rou  suitable  as  stated  la  the  Draft  EI5  to  unsuitable.   Th 
recoamendatlon  was  based  oo  the  wilderness  values  at  stake , 
preliminary  Hlneral  1  nf  o  mat  ion.   Since  the  Draft  was  publ  1 
Information  haB  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  ar 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Hin 
also  provided  addi  tlona  1  geological  information  ind  testing 
for  prec lous  metal  and  uranium  depoal ts .   Ferret  Exploratl 
DL-gun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  wi 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  va 
exploration  lnd lea ted  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  pr 
deposit.   Through  thin  exploration  activity,  the  company  pi 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
additional  geologic  i  nf ormat ion,  the  probabl 1 ity  of  provi  n^ 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  dls 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this 
pi  ec lous  metal  oi  neral I zat ion ,  manages bl 11 1 y  problems  re la 
inholdlogs  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has 
further  wilderness  consideration. 
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The   preliminary    recommendation  for  Alder   Creek-600D  haa    been  changed 
suitable   aB    stated    in    the    Draft   EIS    to   unsuitable.      The   suitable 
recommendation  was    based    on    the  wilderness    values   and    initial    public 
Upon   evaluation    of    public   comments   made   during    the   public   comment    per 
la    felt    that  due    to   the    small    size    of    the    unit,    Wo  Wilderness    is    the 
alternative.      Conflicts   with    potential    development    of    private    lands   a 
to    the    southwest    boundary    of    the   WSA   under    AH    Wilderness    and    Wl  Idem 
Emphasis    would    seriously    compromise    the   wilderness    qualities    of    the   W 
limited    acreage    under    the    H¥V    II    Recoairaendat  ion   alternative    raises 
doubt   aa    to    the   effective    management   of    the   unit. 

The    unit    contains   good,    but    no   spectacular   scenery   and   does    not   augment    the 
scenery   of  adjacent    Blue    Lakes.      When  considered    by    Itaelf    (discontinuous   of 
Blue   Lakes)    its    Hindi  1    size  and   configuration   are    not    adequate    to   ensure   a 
visitor's   isolation    from   outside    influences   on  solitude   and    restricts    the 
usable    space    for   primitive   and    unconfined    recreation. 

No   Wilderness   would    eliminate    Identified    access   concerns    since    the    road 
between    Blue  Lakes    and    Alder    Creek  WSAs    which    leads    to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from   the   north  would    be    maintained   and    there   would   be    no  access    restriction   on 
the    road    continuing    south    from  Little  Onion   Reservoir.      This  would   also 
eliminate    the   displacement    of    vehicle   camping  around    the   reservoir,    especially 
the   heavy   camping   use   during    the    hunting   season. 


Bureau   personnel    have    completed    a    thorough    revaluation  of    available 
information  concerning    these   areaa,    analyzed    public    comments    from   the   Draft 
EIS  and    consider    the   preferred   alternative    for    these    11    sreaa    proper.      The 
Beven    preliminarily    recommended    areas    represent    the    beat    wilderness    quality 
areaa    the   district   has    to    offer. 
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rlly    recommended    suitable   contain   the   highly    Bcenic 
rne    of    the    North    Fork   of    the   Little   Humboldt  where 

features   ate  concentrated.      The   boundary  of    this 
useable.      An   unusual    feature    of    this  waterway    Is    that 
lopes    away    from    tile    canyon    rim,    not    Into    It.       Once 
Iclnlty    of    the    rim,    you    are    Into    SHgebrush    type   which 

.iiroundlng   area    easily    accessible    to   off-road 
ry    difficult     to    establish   a    manageable    boundary    If 

.'I0.UIRI   acres    for    tile    purpose    of    establishing    a 
l.hlen    by    the   Wilderness   Management    Policy. 


P.O.  Box  299 
Blalrmore,  Albert* 
Canada   TOK  OE0 
November  15,  1983 

Frank  Shields, 

District  Manager 
Wlnnemucca  District 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Wlnnemucca,  Nevada 

Dear  Mr.  Frank  Shields! 

I  have  recently  received  and  read  your  Nevada  BLM 
Wlnnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness  E.I.S.  and  Wilder- 
ness Technical  Report.   It  appears  clearly  to  me  that 
you  apparently  not  only  do  not  have  a  high  regard  for 
the  value  of  wilderness  lanfs,  but  most  certainly  are 
on  the  verge  of  actually  perpetrating  a  crime  against 
the  highest-quality  wilderness  lands  found  in  north- 
eastern Nevada. 

I  am  especially  concerned  about  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  (NV-020-620)  and  its  complex  of  associated 
wilderness  study  areas  (NV-020-007,  -019,  -603,  -606, 
-621  and  -622).   Your  wilderness  technical  report 
discusses  the  unique  values  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert 
(eg.,  p.  260,  261,  339.  etc.).   Your  draft  wilderness 
e.i.s.  clearly  states  the  highest  wilderness  values 
or  the  Black  Rock  Desert  (e.g.,  1-62,  1-63,  2-11.  etc.) 
and  contains  a  special  Black  Rock  Desert  Extended  Study 
(p.  6-1).   In  addition,  and  especially  important,  both 
reports  acknowledge  that  the  greater  Black  Rock  Desert 
Is  an  aggregate  of  the  prime  w.s.a.  plus  six  other  w.s.a.'a, 
all  of  which  ara  of  considerable  natural  Interest  (draft 
e.i.s.,  p.  2-11*  and  technical  report,  p.  3^0).   In  view 
of  this,  I  would  argue  that  the  wilderness  values  of  the 
greater;  Black  Rock  Desert  area  would  be  vitally  enhanced 
By  assigning  wilderness  protection  to  as  much  as  possible 
of  these  associated  w.s.a. 's.   This  is  not  what  you  are 
recommending  in  this  kgv.  wilderness  region  (see  table  below). 

ASSOCIATED  BLACK  ROCK  DISSERT  WILDERNESS  STUDY  AREAS 


The  7  key  w.s.a. 'a 


Acres  of 
w.s.a. 

High  Rock  Lake  61,900 

Calico  Mts.  67,600 

S.  Jackson  Mts.  60,200 

N.  Jackson  Mts.  26,500 

BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  320,000 
S.  Blk.  Rock  Range  (PahutB  PO   57,500 

N.  Blk.  Rock  Range  30,800 

Totals      62>t,  500 


Acres  recommended  by 
BLM  in  Preferred  Altern. 

l^OOO 


l't.OOO 
58,000 
20,100 

0 

17^,000 

31,000 

0 


297,100   (or  only  h&i) 
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It  is  beyond  me  to  see  how  only  *f8$  of  the  are*  of 
these  seven  w.s.a.'s  In  the  greater  Black  Hock  Desert 
region  can  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designation* 

all  of 
natural 
and 
Insignificant. 


region  can  be  recommended  for  wilderness  deslgnati 
Except  for  snail  areas  In  the  Jackson  Mountains,  a 
these  seven  w.s.a.'s  are  In  a  basically  pristine, 
condition  with  the  marks  of  man  essentially  minor 


Why  are  you  not  recommending  far  more,  if  not  even 
all,  of  the  remaining  ?2$  of  these  choice,  selected  seven 
w.s.a.'s?   I  do  not  mean  to  pick  on  you,  personally,  Mr. 
Shields,  but  your  district  Just  happens  to  contain  one  of 
the  most  vital  wilderness  regions  in  the  lower-t8  states. 
It  (north-east  Nevada)  Is  also  an  area  where  large,  wide-open, 
natural  and  pristine  "wilderness"  areas  are  quite  reasonably 
expected  to  still  be  in  existence.   May  the  wrath  of 
environmentalists,  the  attention  of  the  nation  and  the 
scrutiny  of  Congress  come  down  upon  your  and  your  state 
director's  heads.   Your  preferred  alternative  wilderness 
recommendations  display  such  poor  consideration  of  wilderness 
values  that  I  sincerely  hope  that  they  serve  as  a  prima 
example  to  discredit  the  slncerajlty  of  the  entire  BLM 
wilderness  review  process. 

Are  competing  resources  or  management  problems  really 
so  great  for  these  "cream  of  the  crop"  natural  areas,  or 
is  there  simply  a  reluctance  or  an  attitude-policy  or  a 
failure  of  vision  In  BLM's  Inability  to  recommend  much  more 
than  50$  of  the  w.s.a.  areas  for  wilderness  protection? 
It  is  a  pattern  that  seems  to  be  repeating  itself  In 
district  after  district. 

Let  us  take  a  look  at  the  competing  resources.   First 
of  all,  we  have  to  realize  that  the  w.s.a.'s  are  all  that 
remains  from  a  rather  brutal  Inventory  and  elimination 
system.   Almost  all  environmentalists  would  contend  that 
not  only  are  nearly  all  of  the  remaining  w.s.a.'s  genuine 
and  bonaflde  wilderness,  but  also  probably  at  least  half 
of  the  roadless  and  natural  lands  previously  eliminated  in 
the  review  process.   In  fact,  the  total  of  all  the  remaining 
w.s.a.'s  are  a  small  percentage  of  the  roadless  and  natural 
lands  that  were  considered  during  the  review  process,  despite 
the  fact  that  roadless  and  natural  land  of  any  type  la  indeed 
a  rare  commodity  in  the  lover-WJ  states.   Thus,  as  your 
reports  acknowledge,  all  the  w.s.a.'s  In  the  winnemucca 
District  have  high  wilderness  values  and  are  substantially 
In  a  natural  condition. 

As  far  as  resource  values  other  than  wilderness,  there 
are  indeed  vast  amounts  of  public  (even  private)  lands  still 
available  for  resource  use  and  development  which  have  not 
been  included  in  wilderness  study  areas.   I  claim  that  BLM 
is  searching  abnormally  hard  to  find  any  alternative  resource 
value  in  the  relatively  quite  small  wilderness  study  areas. 
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In  summary,  natural  "wilderness"  lands  are  an  increasingly 
rare  commodity  in  the  lover-WS  states.   As  demonstrated  in 
the  Winnemucca  District,  you  and  the  BLM  are  not  giving 
proper  importance  to  wilderness  values  in  your  recommendations. 
Only  other  resources  that  are  obvious  or  critical  and 
strategic  should  be  Just  cause  for  denying  wilderness 
designation  for  any  of  the  w.s.a.'s,  and  then  only  after 
reviewing  the  availability  of  these  other  resources  on 
lands  outside  the  w.s.a.'s. 

Really,  in  view  of  the  western  U.S.  as  a  whole,  the  total 
of  all  the  w.s.a.'s  which  we  "quibble"  over  is  altogether 
so  small  that  it  Is  hardly  extreme  to  demand  that  all  w.s.a.'s 
be  recommeded  for  wilderness  protection  as  a  general  guideline, 
unless,  of  course,  clear  and  obvious  other  resources  in  rare 
supply  on  other  lands  are  involved. 

Beyond  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  your  recommendations  are 
even  worse.   The  18  w.s.a.'s,  already  a  small  part  of  the 
Winnemucca  District,  total  1,118,000  acres,  and  you  are 
recommending  a  total  of  3^0,000  acres  (30$)  for  wilderness 
designation.   Really,  when  all  1,118,000  acres  are  essentially 
quality  wilderness  land?   Really,  In  a  district  that  is 
generally  wild  and  natural  in  its  entirety?   Really,  from 
a  state  (Nevada)  where  It  is  reasonable  to  expect  huge  tracks 
of  wilderness  land? 

I  would  venture  to  say  that  your  recommendations  here 
are  so  poor  as  to  not  even  serve  the  Interests  of  those 
opposed  to  wilderness.   It  should  be  easy  to  demonstrate 
that  if  BLM  can  not  see  huge  tracks  of  lands  suitable  for 
significant  wilderness  areas  In  the  Winnemucca  District, 
then  surely  BLM  is  blind  to  wilderness  everywhere.   I 
truly  hope  that  the  best  result  of  your  Winnemucca  recommendations 
is  providing  glaring  evidence  to  discredit  the  entire  BLM 
review  process. 

Yours  very  most  sincerely, 


/ 


)ito^  \v 


w 


Elliott  Bernshaw 
A  former  resident  and  admirer 
of  Nevada's   mighty  landforag 


Copies    to:      Edward   Spang, 

BLM  Nevada  State  Director 

Robert  Burford, 
BLM  Director 

Congressional  Subcommittee 
Chairmen  concerned  with  BLM  land 
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4  85  Tiocja  Way 
Manteca,  Ca.  95336 
Nov.  29,  X983 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 

705  E.  4th  St. 

Winnemucca,  Nevada    69445 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wish  to  protest  any  possible  closing  of  the  following  collecting 
areas: 

621  Pahute  Peak  (Black  Rock  Range  n  of  slot  rd . ) 
007  High  Rock  Lake 

019  Calico  Mountains 

622  North  Black  Rock  Range 

I  have  only  been  into  the  Lapidary  field  for  a  few  years  and  have 
not  collected  in  these  areas.  I  have  plans  to  do  some  collecting 
there  in  the  next  few  years.  I  am  employed  full  time  and  have  a 
family  so  prolonged  trips  are  difficult  at  this  time  but  I  certainly 
do  intend  to  visit  these  areas. 

I  feel  strongly  that  government  lands  should  be  used  by  the  people 
in  whatever  capacities  they  and  their  peers  agree  upon.  I  still 
believe  that  we  live  in  a  democracy  and  so  wish  to  express  my  desires 
as  a  citizen  of  this  country,   I  do  not  believe  all  lands  should  be 
open  to  everyone  and  protection  is  many  times  necessary  in  certain 
areas  but  for  the  above  areas  I  do  not  feel  that  this  is  needed 
or  even  desirable. 

Thank  you  for  you  attention  to  this  matter. 

Sincerely, 


Dorothy  L.  Anacleto 


Baaed  on  the  beet  information  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  several  rockhoundB, 
areas  of  known  or  suspected  use  by  rockhounds  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  in  the  areas  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness.   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  Included,  access  will  reaialn 
open.   The  Calico  Mounta i ns-019  and  North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are  not 
included  In  the  preliminarily  recommended  areas. 
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Hov.  28,  1983 

To  the  BLM; 

The  Black  Rock  range  and  desert  is  unique  in  ite  beauty  and 
open  space.   It  is  one  of  the  few,  if  any,  Great  Basin  deserts 
proponed  for  wilderness.   In  the  last  few  years  ae  Reno  has  grown, 
there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  traffic  in  the  Black 
Rock  area.   I  can  see  that  in  the  future  with  more  and  more  use 
it  would  be  good  to  set  aside  now  oertain  areaB  that  are  strictly 
wilderness,  before  they  are  cries  crossed  with  roade  and  claims.   I 
concur  with  the  proposed  Black  Rock  wilderness,  except  you  should 
have  included  the  southern  portion  of  the  Black  Rock  Range.   There 
are  two  beautiful,  small  alkali  lake  beds  there  near  Black  Rock  Pt. 
The  inclusion  of  Pahute  Peak  as  wilderness  would  be  a  necessary 
adjunot  to  the  Black  Rock  portion  -  allowing  for  vistas  and  higher 
terrain.   I  also  would  like  to  see  the  CalicoB  included  as  wilderness. 

Section  NV-020-O14A  (SW  corner  of  the  Fox  Range)  ib  particularly 
rugged  and  beautiful  with  little  evidence  of  human  incursion.   From 
Pah  Rum  Peak  you  can  see  acproBS  in  all  directions  -  Smoke  Creek, 
Pyramid  Lake,  Black  Rock,  and  the  ban  timidio  Desert.   It  is 
definitely  worth  including  as  wilderness. 

A  little  aside  concerning  raoe  events  on  the  Black  Rock.   I 
see  no  harm  in  allowing  occassional  "claae"  acts  such  as  Thrust  II. 
However  I  would  not  like  to  see  the  desert  become  a  staging  event 
for  just  any  spectacle  -  i.e.  fastest  semi  truck,  etc.   Please  don't 
allow  it  to  become  another  Bonneville.   Thankyou  very  much. 


John  Bogara 
P.O.Box  4 
□erlach,  Nv.  89412 


The  small  alkali  lake  beds  are  within  the  wilderness  inventory  unit  number 
620P,  which  was  dropped  from  further  study  at  the  cIoba  of  the  Intensive 
Wilderness  Inventory  stage  on  November  15,  1980. 


. 
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P.  0.  Box  202 

Redwood  Valley, 

CA  951*70 

Nov.  29,  1983 

Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Mgr. 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

705  E.  1ft h  St. 

Wlinemucca,  NV  89^5 

Dear  Mr.  Shields! 

The  SLM  Is  to  be  congratulated  for  recom-nending 
as  wilderness  areas  the  Elack  Hock  Desert,  Calico 
Mountains,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek,  Mt .  Limbo,  High 
Hock  Lake,  South  Jackson  Hange,  Pahute  Peak,  and 
the  North  Fork  of  the   Little  Humboldt  River. 

However,  we  would  like  to  see  acreages  of  the 
latter  four  areas  Increased  as  per  recommendations 
you  have  no  doubt  received  from  other  Interested 
parties.   We  also  wonder  why  North  Black  Range, 
North  Jackson  Mountain,  China  Mountains,  Poodle 
Mountain,  Fox  Hange  and  Augusta  Mountain  were  not 
Included  In  your  recommendations.   We  feel  these 
areas  also  rate  full  protection  as  wilderness  areas. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Bull  Hrublk 
Maxlne  Hrublk 
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ommendatlon  for  the  Calico  Hountaine-01 9  haa  been  changed 

ated  In  the  Draft  E1S  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 

based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 

1 nf orraat ion.   Since  the  Draft  waa  publ ished ,  conaide  rable 
n  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  HI nereis 
ted  the  area  aa  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
lona 1  geological  In  forest  Ion  Indicating  a  high  potential 
and  uranium  deposlta.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
on  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Pre  11ml nary 
ed  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  net a  1 
his  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
point  of  proving  a  valid  dlBCovery .   Based  on  the 
I nf ormat Ion,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  dlacovery 
clous  metal  deposi  t  la  high.   Such  a  d 1 scovery  would  al  low 
eed  to  f ul 1  development .   Based  on  thla  new  documented 
realization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
loss  of  wl  ldei nee  o  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  f  rou 
cons Ideration . 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  haa  been  changed  fro* 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  waa  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
Ib  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  H«  Wilderness  is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  aa  to  the  effective  management  of  the  untt. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  email  size  ond  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  Influences  on  solitude  and  restrict*  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  roaJ 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
froa  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  caaping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  froa  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  sreaB  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areaa  represent  the  beat  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  haa  to  offer. 
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25  Nov.  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields, 

District  Manager 

J.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

7D5  E.  4th  St. 

Winnemucca,  NV  89455 

Dear  Mr.   Shields, 

The  Natural   Areas  Committee  of  the  North  Dakota  Natural   Science  Society  wishes  to 
comment  on  your  Bureau's  Winnemucca  District  Wilderness  Study  Area  proposals. 

Wilderness   is  very  precious  to  members  of  our  Society,   because  most  of  them  reside 
in  a  grassland  state  that  has  been  almost  totally  revaged  by  agriculture.   Now  we  face 
massive  coal   extraction  by  strip-mining  and   the  erection  of  dozens  of  minemouth 
electrical   generation  plants  and  the  world's  largest  coal   gasification  plant.   Together, 
these  enterprises  will   destroy  thousands  of  acres  per  year  of  our  vanishing  native 
grassland.      It  is  too  late  for  significant  wilderness  in  North  Dakota. 

However,  our  interests  go  beyond  state  boundaries.   Many  of  our  members  and  other 
North  Dakota  residents  use  their  vacations  to  fish  trout,   backpack,   hunt,  or  just 
walk   in  and  briefly  enjoy  wilderness  areas   in  other  states.      We  wish  to  help  guarantee 
that  a  variety  of  wilderness  areas  will   always  be  available  for  ourselves  and  our 
children       On  a  practical   note,  we  also  strongly  support  the  idea  that  wilderness  areas 
are  invaluable  reservoirs  of  genetic  material   with  as  yet  unknown  uses.     We  note  that, 
to  date,   fully  protected  wilderness  comprises  less  than  one  percent  of  our  nations  area. 

We  wish  we  had  a  complete  inventory  of  the  ecotypes,  native  plant  communities,  wetland 
types,  geological    formations,  archeological    sites  etc.   present  on  the  public  domain 
lands   in  your  District.      It  is  likely  that  it  is  no  longer  possible   to  even  gather  such 
information  on  some  8LM  lands  already  opened  to  mineral   extraction  or  intensive  grazing 
or  lumbering. 

Without  such  information,  we  recommend  a  conservative  approach  to  resource  exploitation 
and  extraction  on   the  public  domain.      It  is  better  to  err  on   the  side  of  slightly 
larqer  wilderness  areas,   because  wilderness  values,   once  lost,  are  irreplacable     On   the 
other  hand,   timber  and  grass  can  be  grown  on  millions   of  other  private  and  public  acres, 
and  minerals  can  often  be  found  under  lands  already  heavily  exploited  for  food  and  fiber. 
In  addition,  a  buffer  zone  around  the  heart  of  a  wilderness  helps  reduce   the  impact  of 
commercial    and  industrial   activities  that  often  arise  on  the  periphery. 

BLM  was  too  liberal   when  it  did  not  include 
"-  Humboldt  River  and  High  Rock 
;le  Humboldt  will   not  allow 
forCadequate,'grassl'and''and'shrub5teppe  foraging  a"reas  for  the  raptors  that  reach  high 
densities  along  this  river.     High  Rock  Lake  seems  to  need  additional   protected  acreage 


Of  the  WSA's  under  consideration,  we  believe  BLM  was  too  lib 
somewhat  larger  acreages  for  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Hu 
Lake.  We  feel  that  preservation  of  the  gorge  only  at  Little 
for  adequate  grassland  and  shrubsteppe  foraging  areas  for  th 
densities  along  this  river.     High  Rock  Lake  seems  to  need  ad 
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around  the  rim  and  adjacent  boundary  gorges. 


We  commend 


We  would  also   like  to  see  better  distribution  of  wilderness  in  the  District 
BLM  for  its  recognition  of  the  high  wilderness  values  found  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert, 
Calico  Mountains,   and  Blue  Lakes  tracts.     However,   these  lie  in  a  re  atively  small   area . 
We  believe  the  public  would  be  best  served  if  some  wilderness  were  also   saved  in  the 
southeast,   namely  the  Augusta   Mountains,   and  along  the  western  boundary  at  Poodle  Mount- 
ain and  in  the   Fox  Range.     These  areas  are  somewhat  remote   from  the  other  WSA  s,  and 
BLM  should  recognize  the   importance  of  ecological   distribution  of  plant  and  anima     pop- 
ulations by  designating  at  least  a  token  25,000  acres  at  Augusta  and  Fox,  and  at  least 
100,000  acres  of  the  Shrubsteppe  at  Poodle,   because  of  its   free  roaming  antelope  herds 
and  sage  grouse  leks.     We  are  down   to  about  5,000  head  of  antelope  and  30  "9*  grouse 
leks  in  North  Dakota,   due  to  the  conversion  of  grazing  land  to  cropland  in  North  Dakota. 

Please   include   this  letter  in  the  hearing  record. 
Thank  you. 


Sincerely , 


Harold  A.   Kantrud 

Chairman, 

Natural    Areas  Committee 
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900  acres   preliminarily   recommended    suitable  contain   the  highly   scenic 
ugged    canyo„s    and   gorge   of    the   North    Fork,  of    the   Little   Humboldt   where 
rlldernesB    values   and    features  are  concentrated.      The    boundary  of    this 
U   definable   and   luigutlt,      An    unusual    feature   of    this   waterway    Is    that 
ur rounding    terrain    alopea   away    from   the   canyon   rim,    not    Into    It.      Once 
>  iv-    the    Immediate   vicinity    of    the    rl,»,    you    are    Into   sagebrush    type  which 
Blc.ll    ot    the    rolling,    surrounding  area   easily   accessible    to  off-road 
let.      It   would    be    very  difficult    to   establish  a  manageable    boundary    If 
rea   were    expanded    to    30,000  acrea    for    the    purpose   of    establishing   a 
r    zone   which    Is    forbidden    by    the   Wilderness  Management    Policy 


The   preliminary    recommendation   for   the  Cllco  Mount.lu.-019  ha.    been  changed 
fro.  suitable  as   stated  In   the   Draft  JUS  to  unsuitable.      The   suitable 
recommendation  ...based    on    the   wl  Idem...   value,  at    .take,    public   aupport  and 
prell.lnary   mineral    Information.      Since    the   Draft   was    published,    coo.ider.b'. 
information    haa    been    provided    by  companies   active    In    the   area.      Exxon   Mineral. 
Company    ha.      nominated    the  are.    aa   an    "Area    of  Critical   Mineral    Potential and 

lao   provided   additional   geological    Information    indicating   a   high   potential 
for    precious    metal    and   uranium  depo.lta.      Ferret    Exploration  Co.,    Inc        ha. 
begun   new   exploration  actlvltle.    on  .    Urge  claim  block  within    the    southern 
por   ion   of    the  WSA  which  contains    the    highest    wlldernea.    value..      Pre!    mln.r, 
exploration    indicated    a    high   probability    for  an   economic    preclou.  metal '  * 

deposit        Through   thl,    explor.tlon  activity,    the   company    plan,    to  develop 
these   clam,    to    the    point   of    proving  a    valid    discovery.      Baaed    on   the 
additional    geologic    information,    the  probability   of    proving   .    valid   dl.cover, 
and    an   economic    precious   metal    deposit    1.    high.      Such   ,    discovery  would    allow 
the  company    to    proceed    to   full    development.      Baaed    on   thl.    new  documented 
',IZ\T   "      a   •J""1"""",    "snageabillty   problem,    related    to   these  mineral 
inholdlng.    and    the    loss    of   wilderness    value.,    thl.  unit    has    been  dropped    fro. 
further    wlldernea.    consideration. 
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is    ?elt      h.      d        I   'th  C?:°entS  "^  dUrl°8    the    publIc   «-"■«    P«ioa°   It 

is    felt    that    due    to    the    small    size   of    the   unit.    No  Wilderness    Is    the    best 

":"':      C?n"'"'    Blt.    POte"C1»1    -"«»l»P-««    of    private    landa    ad    a    ent 

E.oha.l.  7a  .        r'   °'    ""   "SA   U°der   AU    «««"»••    «nd    Wilderness 

Empha.l.  would    .eriou.ly   compromise    the   wilderness    qualities   of    the   WSA        The 
11.1    ed    acreage  under    the    MFP   II    Recommendation   alternative    raise,  fcerlou. 
doubt   ..   to  the  effective  management   of   the  unit.  Serious 

The    unit    contains    good,    but    no  .pectacular  aceoery  and  doe.    not    augment    the 

nTuto .',"      s'"ntn1Ur   L"keV      H"en  "»«■»••    »   »■«»    (dlsconUn      u      of 
,  *      "'    *mall    8l"  •»■    ""figuration   .re    not   adequate    to  en.ure   a 

.J        V.Vm    °"tei'"!    "fl"K"    °"   8olltu<,e   «■    restrict,    the 
usable   space   for   primitive  and   unconflned    recreation. 


^atlTc^X'^sle.    th°rTh  »•«'«««  of   available 
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njefenders 

S       OFWILDLIF 


November  28,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

On  behalf  of  our  Nevada  members ,  Defenders  of  Wildlife  submits 
thlB  letter  as  our  comments  and  recommendations  on  your  District 
Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement  and  Resource  Manage- 
ment Plan  (EIS/RMP).   If  possible,  please  Include  this  letter 
in  the  appropriate  hearing  record. 

At  the  outset,  we  strongly  support  and  applaud  BLM's  Preferred 
Alternative  recommendations  for  wilderness  designations  within 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  (174,300  acres),  Calico  Mountains  (58,000 
acres),  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  (20,400  acres),  and  Mount  Limho 
(12,900  acres). 

We  commend  BLM  for  these  excellent  wilderness  recommendations. 
If  Congress  adopts  these  recommendations ,  we  believe  that  signi- 
ficant natural  values  would  benefit,  along  with  increased  oppor- 
tunities for  primitive  recreational  activities.   For  example, 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  proposal  contains  the  unique  Quinn  River 
Cienega.  This  is  an  extremely  important  and  pristine  desert 
marsh  and  river  area.   Indeed,  it  has  only  recently  been  recog- 
nized as  providing  important  habitat  values  for  diverse  and  pro- 
ductive wildlife  populations. 

Similarly,  the  Calico  Mountains  contain  about  30  perennial  springs 
These  water  sources  are  indispensable  to  many  wildlife  specie*,./ 
including  herds  of  antelope  and  mule  deer.  Donelly  Creek  may  "  , 
possess  Important  fishery  values.  The  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  '  ^ 
areas  have  unusually  dense  stands  of  limber  pine,  aspen,  and 
white  bark  pine,  along  with  high-elevation  lakes.   Mount  Limbo, 
the  magnificent  volcanic  ridge,  contains  at  least  10  perennial 
springs.   Some  of  these  springs  occur  in  very  dry  surroundings, 
and  provide  beautiful,  verdant  groves  of  aspens. 

We  support  BLM's  Preferred  Alternative  recommendations  for  Bigh 
Rock  Lake,  South  Jacksons,  Pahute  Peak,  and  the  North  Fork  of  the 


rs 


Little  Humboldt  River,  but  we  believe  these  wilderness  proposals 
should  be  Increased.  Specifically,  we  recommend  that  the. High 
Rock  Lake  proposal  be  expanded  from  14,000  acres  to  the  53,000 
acres  outlined  in  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative;  the   ■  •,  'v 
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South  Jacksons  from  the  20,094  acres  to  about  25,000  acres;  Pahute 
Peak  from  31,000  acres  to  about  40,000  acres;  and  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Little  Humboldt  River  from  8,900  acres  to  about  30,000 
acics,   These  areas  contain  significant  natural  values ,  including 
the  important  native  trout  fishery  within  the  South  Jackson  Range, 
and  the  abundant  raptors  and  bats  occurring  in  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Little  Humboldt  River  area.   In  connection  with  the  Jforth  Fork 
of  the  Little  Humboldt  River  area,  it  is  imperative  that  wilder- 
ness protection  including  the  plateau  grasslands  and  sage  surround- 
ing the  river  gorge.   These  uplants  ensure  the  environmental  and 
aesthetic  integrity  of  the  river  canyon,  and  provide  key  foraging 
habitat  for  the  raptors,  bats,  and  other  species.   BLM  should  be 
more  cognizant  of  the  need  to  provide  adequate  buffers  wherever 
possible. 

Finally,  we  are  disappointed  that  BLM  failed  to  recommend  any 
wilderness  within  the  North  Black  Rock  Range,  North  Jackson 
Mountain,  China  Mountains,  Poodle  Mountain,  Fox  Range,  and 
Augusta  Mountains.   Largely  consistent  with  the  Wilderness 
Emphasis  Alternative,  we  strongly  recommend  wilderness  protection 
as  follows:   North  Black  Rock  Range  -  25,000  acres;  North  Jackson 
Mountain  -  15,000  acres;  China  Mountains  -  8,900  acres;  Poodle 
Mountain  -  87,900  acres;  Fox  Range  -  23,600  acres;  and  Augusta 
Mountains  -  12,800  acres. 

We  believe  these  areas  easily  qualify  under  the  Wilderness  Act 
criteria,  and  they  deserve  wilderness  protection.   These  areas 
also  possess  impressive  wildlife  values.   The  North  Black  Rock 
Range  has  two  perennial  streams,  Colman  and  Soldier  Creeks.   These 
streams  provide  a  valuable  and  scarce  riparian  habitat.   Wilder- 
ness status  is  also  compatible  with,  and  desirable  for,  the  con- 
tiguous Lahontan  Trout  Natural  Area.   Similarly,  the  China 
Mountains  contain  important  riparian  habitat  in  both  Hoffman 
and  Lee  Canyons.   Poodle  Mountain,  with  its  deep  canyons  and 
juniper  forests,  apparently  possesses  some  of  the  healthiest  popu- 
lations of  antelope  and  sage  grouse  in  Nevada. 

Please  keep  us  informed  on  your  planning  activities  and  manage- 
ment actions  affecting  all  of  the  above  wilderness  study  areas. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  considering  our  views. 


Sincerely 


kXIc  tfX*t*-^  j<^2^&- 


Richard  Spotta  ' 
California/Nevada  Representative 
Defenders  of  Wildlife 

5604  Rosedale  Way 
Sacramento,  CA  95822 
(916)  442-6386 

RS/jb 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountalns-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  E1S  to  unsuitable.   The  aultable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  haB  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Mlnerala 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
alao  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precloua  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contalna  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Baaed  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  diacovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  thla  new  documented 
precloua  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
Inholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  uilderneaa  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wllderneBs  consideration. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  chsnged  frr* 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 


Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA    Th. 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  11  Recommendation  alternative  ralaea  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  .cenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  sdjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  ita  small  sire  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor  s  laolatlon  from  outside  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  apace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concern,  aloce  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  end  Alder  Creek  USAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  reatrlctlon  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  alao 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reaervoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  aa  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   Thla  ares  Includea  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  alao  contains  aress  of  moderate  mineral  potentlsl  and 
great  care  was  tsken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  etlll  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  oo  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  WSA.   It 
Includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  hesda  of  all  major  drainagea  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substsnt ially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wllderneBs  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  signlficsnt  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recoeaaended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thla 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  grestest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns  .   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  Beveral 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  Include  Bpproxlmat ely  11,000  seres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 


arlly  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
orge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  LLttle.  Humboldt  where 
d  featuree  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  thla 
nniji-able.   An  unuHiial  feature  of  this  waterway  Is  that 
elopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  It,   Once 
vicinity  of  the  rtju,  you  are  Into  sagebruah  type  which 
g,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
cry  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary. if 
o  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
bidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a    thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
information  concerning  these  aress,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
J  EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  sreaa  proper.   The 

seven  prellmt nsri ly  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areaa  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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UolfaX,     oa 

November  2o,    19&3 


iTallxC    blliblUd,     District,     uiL-lia^er,     iiLul 

705   riust   a'ourtn  otrfcfct 
r/lEmefitUcou ,   wevddd 

ueur  bir 

It  Uas  cj^iue  to  my  attention  that  aLt^   is  uonuluering 
tne  (uaicinc  of  tnbae  following  areas  into  wilaerneaa  areas: 

o^l  Canute  x-'dak  (dlacK  Kock  iianfae  no.  or  dug  slot  road) 

uO?  High  rtuck  Lake 

019  Jdiico  toountains 

022  North  dlack  Hock  ttan^e 

The  above  mentioned  area3  have  been  uaed  by  myself  a^d 
fellow  rock  nuntlng  people,  aioatly  on  an  annual  basis.   Be- 
sides rook  minting  we  also  enjoy  photography,  pioneer  trails 
and  Indian  remnants  In  the  area » 

Jince  the  areas  are  so  vast  and  remote,  we  oould  not 
uae  tnem  unless  we  travel  cnere  by  vehicle. 

This  la  about  tna  only  such  area  left  to  ua,  ao,  please 
do  not  oloae  them  to  us  by  making  them  wilderness  areas. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 

Sincerely, 


i^faA 


rtVhk 


William  Kolb   ) 

1191  feaceful  Valley  Rd 

Colfax,  Oa  95713 


Based  on  the  beBt  Information  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  several  rockhoundB, 
areas  of  known  or  suspected  use  by  rockhoundB  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  in  the  areas  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness.   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  Included,  access  will  remain 
open.   The  CaLlco  Mounts ins-01 9  and  North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are  not 
Included  in  the  preliminarily  recommended  areaa . 
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Mr.  Frank  Shields 

District  Manager 

ELM  30.11.83 

WJjjnemuooa,   NV     89445 

Dear  Mr.    Shields, 

Enclosed    are  my  ooramentsas    to   the    Wilderness   EI3. 

As   a   personal  background   notes    I   am   a   frequent  user  of  BLM  reoreatlo 
nal   resources, Including   these   In  Winnemucca   DlBtrlct.   "y  recreational 
Interests   soan  from  hiking .camping   to   exploring  remote  b.  okcountry 
ways   with  my  4x4   and   long  rides  on'my   trailblke .involving   frequently 
trailblke   camping.    I  do  not  belong  to   any  organizational  pro  or  con 
wilderness   groups,   henoe   the   views   expressed   are  my  own  ana  not  based 
on  pro  or  con  organisations  lobblata  hand-outs. 

First    a  few  general   remarks   and   observations   as    to   the  Draft  EI3 
followed    with  ones  on   specific    WSA-s. 

The  Draft  EI3  Is   a  well  organized   dooument  and    speo€l<lly   the   Wildernea 
Technical   Renort   la   a   stortouse   of   facts.    Yet  a   shortcoming  in   the 
representation  of   information  in   the   DEIS  exists.    Resource  uses   are 
stated   for    the   18   WSA-s,  but   no   analysis  or  evaluation  is   offered 
how   the   present  use   pa- tern  reflects    the   true   need    for  a  particular 
resource.    Let  me   elaborate    Just   on  one   example    that  of  recreational 
resources.    What   is   absent  is   the    analysis  of   the  BLM  Wlnnemuoca 
"lstrlcts  recreational   Information  servloe,    itB   quality .quantity 
how   well   of  if  at   all   the  various   reoreational   resources  are  bought 
to   the   public's   attention.   Use  of  a  recreational   resource   is   to  a 
great    extent  a   function  of   information  available. An  area's   speolfic 
resouroe  may  not  be  used  due    to   it  being  unknown  to    the   general 
public    that   a   special   attraction  is   there,   where   it  is  and   how  to 
reach  it.   Lack  of  such  information  vs.    promotion  of   such  info,   will 

freatly  influence    the   intensity  of  uae, ,  iiuwii  t   ■  #  mawi    MB, 
had   a  professional  opportunity  when  assigned   a  backcountry  district 
to  manipulate   and   observe    the   effects  of   such  information.    Ihe   change 
of  use  pattern  was  astounding;    the   change  ooourred   without  land 
olosures  or  restrictive   rules, 

31nce   the   Wlnnemuoca   DEIS  does  not  make    such  an  assessment  the 
reoreational  use  data  has  very  limited  validity. 
Another  weakness   is   the  lack  of   expertise  of   the   BLM  outdoors 
reoreation  planners   and    recreation   specialists   in  non-wilderness 
reoreational  activities.   Your  own  list  of  preparers  points  out  there 
are    two   wilderness    specialists  but  no  non-wilderness  recreation 
specialist.    Yet  wilderness  reoreation  is   a  minority   type/among   the 
recreationlstB.    I  have  had   conversations  with  many  reoreation   staff 
persons   in  many  districts   and   RA  offices,   p£  I  have   yet   to   find 
ayORV   ehthuslatst  or   even  one   having  practical  expertise. 
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When  you   hand-picked  panel  members   for   the   Black  Rock  Desert  study 

you   '  anel-picked    a  representative  of   the   Sierra   Club  but  nobody  from 

the   ORV  group.    Yet   your  DEIS  repeatedly  mentions    the   fact    that   ORV 

is  by   far    the  main  recreational  use    (p.2-28;2-29   eto.)and    wilderness 

type    and    primitive    type    recreation  la  low. 

What   is   even  mire  dl sturbing, I  have    found   hostility      towrds   ORV  tm  and 

less  concern      towards   activities  utllzlng  motorized   vehicles. 

Oonpar  d    to    the   many   and   vaat    areas   you  have  under   study  for  wilderness 

how  many  ORV"  areas   hue   you    designated?   What    ORV  oriented   literature    an 

guides  have   your  reoreation  planners   pre  pared  \ 

As    to  my  activities   on   the   other  end   of  my   recreational  activities 
spe-otrum   -  wilderness   and   primitive   recreation,   hiking;    so  much  has  been 
done   and    so  much  is   planned   and    studied    (18   WSA-s )    that   I   c*»  not    compl- 
ain about    lack  of  places   to   go   for  primitive   reoreation,   aotually  an 
ov    rkill   situation   exists. 

Hopefully  when  the    Final   EIS  will  be   reported   out  by  your  staff   the 
above   mentioned    ,'ef ioiencles  of   the   DEI3  will  be   addressed    to   and 
analysed    and   reported   in   your  final  version. 

Following  are   some    specific   observations   and   reasoning   In   support  of 
the   alternative    I  prefer: 

007  High  Rook  Lake  Support   the   Preferred   Alternative 

This    alternative    has   by   far    'he    least   manageblllty   problems. 

An  attempt   should   be   made    to    try   to   Influence    the  military   to   reroute 

their  low   level   frej.ant  flights   away  from   the   14  000  acres   proposed   for 

wildernes_. 

I  am   in  agreement    with   the    preferred   Alternative    (PA)   with   the    Inclusion 

of   the   P  otholes   and    the  lake    within   the    wilderness. 

012   Poodle   Mountain     Support  no   wilderness   status   as   per  Preferred   Alter 

natl^ 
014   Fox  Range  "  "  "  "  "  "  " 

014a   Pole  Creek  "  "  *  •  -  "  " 

019   C.ilco   l-JQuntalns      Support   MFP  II  Recommendation  of   NO  wilderness. 
Reasoning:    This   13   prime   rockhounJing  and   ORV  area,    "avlng  driven  up 
W-12   fci-   Lotorized    recre  •  t loalst    is   entitled    to   some-  scenii  views   also 
More. over  when   the  rc^  the    sudden  noise  explosion  of  low  flying  aircraft 
totally  destroys   any   wilderness   setting. 

ORV  aoceslblllty   is   so   good    I  can  not    see    how  this  unit  is  manageble, 
sb   wilderness.    Jucig'n,;   from   the  number  of  vehicles   on   the    top  at    that 
time    this   is   a  popular  destination   to   ORV  reorfa t ionist .    So   was   W-5. 
Unreasonable   oloauren   will   not  be    r:spccted    and   will  undermine    respeot 
towards  more   reasonalbe    closures   in  other  areas.    Ihis   is   not    suitable 
for  wilderness  unle    s    the   BLM  wants   to  push   toemotorized    reoreationlst 
out  no  matter  what   the    enforcement  oost   or  ill— will   it   will   cause   among 
the  present    (by   far   th :      ajorlty/   area  user. 

Parts  of   this  area   should  be   designated    as   rookhounding  area   and   parts 
as  ORV  areas   some   of  it    of  open   some  of  limited    (B)    classification. 
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AU.-uata  Mountain    (1Q8J   Support    the    Preferred   Altematlve- 

,  -   Not   suitable   for  wilderness   designation 

Frequent    lo.i-level  military    flights    totally  destroy   a   wilderness 
setting. 

Selenlte   Mountain    {200)      Support  NO  wlldernesa   designation 

Mount  LIir.Q    (201)    Support    the    Preferred   Alternatives    Wilderness 

designation   for  12  900  aoree. 
This   area   Is   suitable   as   ulldernesB   and   a  valuable  one  becaaue   it 
la    so   oloaa    to  major  population  oenter   -  Reno.    Its   accessibility  la 
also  good.  J 

a&Sa_gguntalO   (406PJ      Support    the   P-rsferrcd   Alternative    - 

-   NO  wilderness   designation 
Only  a    small  part   of   this   snail  unit  has   above  average   wilderness 
quail ty • 

Tobln  Range      (4060,)      Support   No   wilderness  designation 

Blue  Lakes    (600)      Support    the   Preferred   Altera,    wllderneas   status  for 

16,400  acres 


Alder   Creak    (600D)  NO  wllderneas    status 

This    sausage    type   and    small   one  at   that   Is   surrounded  by   roada. 

Iliere    Is    not  eve.,   a  mile   from   any  point    to    the 

That   la    not   a   wilderness 


nearest   woad   or  way. 


3.    Jaosjn  Htn.    (60?)    Sup  ,ort   the   »  recommendation 

N,    Jaoson  Mtna.    (606)    Support  the   Preferred   Altera.    -No   wilderness 

Blaok  Roack  De3ert(620)    Support   the  MFP  recominendatlon-  No   wlldernesa 
I  have   visited    this  proposed    for  wilderness   area   severalTimes   and 
baaed    on   first   hand    experlenoe    I   htve    to   conclude    <here    is   not 
sufficient  reasons   to  olose   this   area   to  vehloular   travel   and   push  out 
the    large   number  of   traditional  vehicular  and    ORV  users.    In  all  my 
travels    I  never   aaw  a  backpacker  not  even   a  h'ker. 

The   appointed   panel   was  hand   picked   to   exclude   anyone   representing   the 
ORV  Inter,  sts.    me  bias  extBBds   in   the   DEIS  and   Wilderness    Teahnioal 
Report   to   an  unprofegSonal   degree.    That  is   regrettable. 
Witness    the    statement   on  p. 259   the  EIS    Team  Leader  not  only   turns   a 
blind   eye    to    the   obvious  but  also   is  deafi   He    states"   Daily  military 
low  level   flights  occur     yet  he    states,    that    this    "having  no  real 
Impact    on   solitude".   A  low  flying  military  plane  barely  above  ground 
at    tremendous    speed   and   sudden  explosive  force  noiae  having  no   real 
M  ,*?  B  Impaot  on   solitude'/ In  many  other  plaoes  he   found    it   that 
truffle   noise   from  occasional  vehicle   on  boundary  roads   is  notioeable 
He  Is   even   turning  a  deaf   ear   towards    this  intrusion   Just   to   promote   ' 
his   wilderness  proposal. 

The   whole   WSA   should  be  left  ooen  for  ORV  use. 

There   is   no  damage.   Even  your  "Technical   Report   concedes   on  p. 258: 
vehicle    tracks   oroaa   It.    These   trace   are  visually  insignificant" 
on  p. 258  under  Matnralnesa S    "offroad  vehicle    traoa  most  of  which  wash 
away  each  year  during  wet  month". 
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Your    thousand   of    sl^iis   you   have    to    erect   and    fences    to   keep   ORV 
people   out    will  be   a   real    eyesore   and    in  flat    terrain  oon  be    seen 
a  long  distance.    It    .ill   detract  more   from   wilder. .ess  visually   than 
the  dlasjppearing   tracks   do. 

The  unit  is  not  m  nageable   aa   wilderness.    To   declare   It  a   wilderness 
and    push  out   the  many  ORV  reel oatlonlst s  is  an  open  invitation  by 
Wlnnemucoa  ELM  Dlstrct   for   a   confrontation.    When   the   BLM  in   Oallf. 
Desert    Dlstrlot    (Riverside)    invited    a  confrontation   in   the   Barstow 
are:-    attempting   to   push  out  a  traditional   ORV  users  and   declared 
olosure    they   found    that    the   ban  was   not  enforceable.    BLM  conceded  there 
defeat  and  backtracked.    Same   situation   with   the    aome   end   results 
occured    in  BLM  Moab   Dl    trlat   in  Utuh. 

The   reports   yo  i   prewired   do   not  even   address    to    the    oroblem    where 

to,  is   the  BLM  going'  to  direct    the  displaced   vehicle  using  recreationist. 

Your  reports  ad.i.it  in  several  Instances  that  the  ORV  use  is  popular 
the  backpacking  non  exlstant,  almost  and  the  primitive  recreation  a 
minority  use. 

I   oonour  with  the  MFP   atatementa   -  Not  suitable   for  wilderness   designs 

tlon, 
-  Manageability  and    resouroe   conflicts 
outweigh  wilderness  values. 

Pahute    Peak    (621)    Support    the    preferred   Alternative    31   0  0   aore   wilder- 
ness. 
This  area, thanks    to    the  rationale    that  BLM  proposes    to  leave  many 
ways   open   to   allow  access    to    wilderness  users. 

Tills  area   with  the  ways  left  open  will  cater   for  the   new  but  rapidly 
growing    'rend  of   trallblke   hiking  and    trailblke   camping.   Aa    the   ORV 
raagazln..  s  have  observed    this   tjpe   of  recreation  Is   increasing. 
Travel  by   trallb  ke  lowera    the   fuel   consumption  drastically  when 
coms^red   with  4x4.    It  nakea   the   area  more    practical    to  visit  in   summer 
since  most   of   the  proposed    wilderness   area  does  not   have   reliable 
water   sources.   Mo  one   is  going   to   oarry  several  gallons   water  on  ones 
back   to   camp  Inside   the   unit.    With  a   trallblke   canning  water  can  be 
supplied   and    ahort  day  hikes   are    practical. 

Most   of   the    ways    should   be    left  open   also    to   provide    camping  away 
from  boun  ary  roads,,    for  increaced    solitude 

Sunnort  1 
North  Black  Rock  Range    (602)»Pref erred  Altera.   NO  wilderness 

H. Fork  of  Little   Humboldt    (827)    Support  the   8900  acre    wilderness. 
With   the   flat  lands   eliminated    the   gorge   la  a  natural   for  wilderness 
designation.    W-3   should  be   oherry   stemmed. 


Sincerely, 


Harry  welts 
General  Delivery 
Porthill,  ID  83853 
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Recreation  use  data  for  the  Winnemucca  District  are  sketchy  and  specific 
information  regarding  recreational  use  ls(  to  our  knowledge,  unavailable.   The 
EIS  attempted  to  (1)  establish  the  existing  recreational  use  of  the  WSAs  under- 
study and  (2)  predict  how  various  wilderness  designations  would  change  this 
use,  based  on  best  available  data  and  professional  judgment.   Table  2-3  is  an 
attempt  at  character Izing  this. 


The  Bureau  does  not  have  a  separate  Job  classification  for  "non-wilderness 
recrestlon  specialists."   Generally,  wilderness  positions  are  filled  by 
Outdoor  Recreation  Planners.   The  two  wilderness  specialists  who  worked  on 
this  document  have  Bachelor's  degrees  in  recreation  planning  and 
administration  as  well  as  experience  In  non-wilderness  recreation  planning  and 
researc  ti . 


Mr.  David  Green  of  Gerlach  and  the  two  representatives  from  the  Nevada 
Division  of  State  Parks  were  selected  for  the  study  in  part,  for  their 
knowledge  of  an  advocacy  for  recreational  off-road  vehicle  use.   In  addition, 
most  panel  members  were  considered  at  least  sympathetic  with  the  legitimate 
needs  and  concerns  of  off-road  vehicle  users. 


Of  the  approximately  eight  million  acres  of  public  land  within  the  Winnemucca 
District   17  838  acres  In  the  Pine  Forest  Range  of  the  Blue  Lakes  WSA  Is 
currently  closed  to  all  vehicles.   An  additional  110,364  acres  is  seasonally 
closed  or  limited  to  noncompetitive  off-road  vehicle  use.   Should  all  of  the 
land  preliminarily  recommended  become  wilderness,  an  additional  264,556  acres 
would  be  closed  to  vehicular  traffic.   This  leaves  approximately  95  percent  of 
the  public  lands  In  the  district  open  to  vehicular  use.   Neither  the 
Winnemucca  District  nor  the  Nevada  State  Office  has  prepared  any  literature 
pertaining  specifically  to  off-road  vehicle  recreation. 
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W  AStllNOl  UN.    D  ( 
Ml    Hi   B2K) 


November  29,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  Manager  ■•>   **«*« 

Winnemucca  District  »*N  u'w,! 

Bureau  of  Land  Management  *" * 

705  E.  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca ,  NV    89  44  5 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  your  Resource 
Management  Plan  and  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   I  wish  to  do 
so,  in  behalf  of  the  Public  Lands  Institute  and  the  Natural  Resources 
Defense  Council  with  particular  reference  to  the  Wilderness  Study 
Areas  and  the  alternatives  presented  for  them. 

I  should  like  first  to  emphasize  the  exceptional  opportunity  held 
in  its  hands  by  BLM  in  Nevada,  where  you  and  your  colleagues  have 
custody  of  nearly  49  million  acres  of  public  lands,  far  more  than  in 
any  other  among  the  eleven  contiguous  We stern  states .   More  than 
twice  as  much  as  Utah  which  ranks  second  in  BLM  land.   Within  that 
4 9 -mil lion-acre  domain  are  unspoiled  areas  that  in  their  unique 
geologic  setting  and  desert  ecology  are  unmatched  for  scenic  beauty 
and  scientific  interest  elsewhere  in  North  America.   Perhaps  in 
the  world.   Please  don1 t  miss  the  opportunity  to  preserve  these 
gems  for  the  benefit  of  science  and  for  the  recreational  and 
esthetic  pleasure  of  the  American  people  1 

And  don1 t  be  parsimonious  in  recommending  the  boundaries  of 
wilderness  areas.   After  all,  ELM  was  extremely  modest  --  conservative 
to  a  fault  —  when  it  studied  its  roadless  areas  and  designated 
the  WSAs.   If  all  you  named  eventually  were  wrapped  into  the  Wilderness 
System  by  Congress,  what  would  the  proportion  be?   About  6  or  7 
percent  of  the  public  lands  in  Nevada? 

So  what  are  you  trying  to  prove  when  you  cut  the  High  Rock 
Lake  area  by  two  thirds  and  propose  to  eliminate  entirely  the 
great,  unspoiled,  wildlife-rich    Poodle  Mountain  areal 

I  look  at  the  map  of  Nevada  and  I  see  no  National  Park.   I 
see  only  5.1  million  acres  in  National  Forests.   So  it  is  up  to 
BLM1   And  you,  Mr.  Shields ,  have  some  of  the  best  in  the  state. 
Now  some  comments  about  specific  areas: 


fublic  i.jr.,1,  Initttute  is  a  Dim uon  uf  Natural  Rtwurcti  Del 'en it  Council,  In 
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Mr.    Frank    Shields,    Manager 
November    29,    1983 
Page  Two 


I    find  your   reasons   unpersuasive    for   recommending   no  wilderness 
in   six  WSAs,    namely   Poodle  Mountain,      Fox   Range,    North   Black  Rock 
Range,    North  Jackson  Mountain,    Augusta  Mountains   and   China  Mountains. 

In   these   areas,    you   should   recommend,    respectively,    the   designa- 
tion as  wilderness   of    (Poodle  Mountain)    90,000   acres;     (Fox   Range) 
23,000    acres;     (North  Black  Rock)    25,000   acres;     (North      Jackson 
Mountain)    15,000   acres;     (Augusta  Mountains)    12,000   acres;    and 
(China   Mountains)     9,000    acres. 

On   the   basis   of   your  EIS  designations    and   our   own   study,    we 
respectively  urge  you   to   increase   the  preferred  wilderness   alternatives 
for   four  WSAs   as   follows:      North  Fork  of    the  Little   Humboldt,    from 
8,900   acres   to   30,000    acres;    High  Rock   Lake,    from  14,000   to    50,000 
acres;    South  Jacksons,    from  20,000    to   30,000    acres;    and   Pahute   Peak, 
from   31,000   to   40,000    acres. 

We   agree  wholeheartedly  with  your   preferred   alternative 
recommendations   for   the  great  Black   Rock  Desert  area.    Calico 
Mountains,    Blue   Lakes-Alder  Lake,    and  Mount  Limbo.      We      applaud 
these    decisions. 


Charles  H.    Callison 
Director 


The  preliminary   recommendation   for  tha   Calico  Mountalns-019  haa   bean  changed 
fro.  suitable    as    stated    !o   the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      Tha    Bultable 
recommendation  uaa    baaed   on    tha    wilderness    values   at   stake,    public    support  and 
preliminary  mineral    Inf orraat Ion.      Since    the    Draft  was   publlohed,    considerable 
Information   haa    been    provided    by   companies   active    lo   the  area.      Exxon   Minerals 
Coapany   haa      nominated    the   area    as  an   "Area    of   Critical   Hlneral    Potential"    and 
also   provided    additional   geological    Information   indicating  a   high   potential 
for   preclouB  metal  and   uranium  deposits.      Ferret   Exploration  Co.,    Inc.,    has 
begun   new  exploration   activities   on  a   large   claim  block  within    the    southern 
portion    of    the   WSa   which  contalna   the   highest    wilderness    values.      Preliminary 
exploration    indicated   a  high   probability    for   an   economic   precioua   metal 
deposit.       Through    this    explorstlon   activity,    the    company    plana    to  develop 
these    claims    to    the    point    of    proving  a    valid   discovery.      Based    on    the 
additional    geologic    Information,    the   probability    of    proving    a    valid   discovery 
and   an  economic    precioua  metal   deposit    Is    high.       Such  a   discovery  would    allow 
the  company    to    proceed    to    full    development.      Based   on   this    new   documented 
precioua   metal    mineralization,    manageability    problems    related    to    these   mineral 
loholdlngo    and    the    loss    of    wilderness    valueB,    this  unit    has    been    dropped    fro. 
further  wilderness    consideration. 


2%AV.  V  r«°—°d"1'»'  '«  "d"   Creek-6000  has   been  changed  from 

suitable  a.   stated   in   the   Draft   EI3   to  unsuitable.      Tha   suitable 
recommendation  was    based    on    the   wilderness    values    and    initial    public    aupnort 

la    felt  hat   due    to    the    small   size    of    the    unit.    No  Wilderness    Is    the    bes 
o    thTa      t„        t"   1IC,tS   "Ith    P°tant'al    <"««1»I««    °f    Private    lands    ad        ent 
Emohaa,.  Z  T^   "'    ""  "SA  UDd"  AU   «"«»«    "4    Wildern.    a 

Emphasis  would    seriously   compromise    the   wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA        The 

"  TT   Und"    ^    "FP    "   ««=<— "4«i°°   alternative    „    ■    "  W1 

doubt   as    to   the   effective   management    of    the    unit. 

^InZV   TaT,laa   8°°d'    ^    a°   "i*"""1"    »"°«y   "d   does    not    augment    the 

e  a\e°  >a  r::ii  lur  ukea-  vhr  ^^^  *  >»<"  w-jsl,- 

vUitol^  ?.nl  t.  "  """gur.tloo  are  not  adequate  to  eoaure  a 
visitor  s  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation         ""riots  '"« 
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Eileen  and  Darwin  Lambert 
423  Route  2 

Luray,  Virginia  22635 

November  28,  1963 

Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 

U.S.  Dept.  of  the  Interior 

Winnocuooa,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields i 

My  wife  Eileen  and  I  hereby  put  ourselves  on  record  in  favor  of  your 
rooent  recommendations  for  wilderness,  as  far  as  they  go — and  ask  that  you 
increase  the  recommendations  to  bring  in  additional  land  that  your  own  and 
other  studies  have  found  veil  qualified. 

In  general  you  please  us  in  relation  to  the  vastest  area  of  high 
quality  wilderness — Black  Rock  Desert  with  related  streams,  marshes,  plays, 
rooky  terrain,  botanical,  archeologioal  and  historic  features,  the  largest 
tract  being  your  NV-02O-62O.  The  southern  part  of  the  Calico  Mountains 
(019)  seems  taken  care  of,  but  we  fear  you're  not  doing  justice  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  part  to  the  oorth  (007 )  that  includes  the  spectacular 
basaltic  columns  of  Box  Canyon,  also  the  gorge  oalled  Fly  Canyon,  and  High 
Book  Lake,  etc.  Pahute  Peak  and  vicinity  seem  also  to  be  inadsfj^pately  taken 
care  of,  muoh  more  aoreage  being  needed  to  take  advantage  of  the  wilderness 
resources  you  and  others  have  found  there,  including  geological,  historical, 
plant  and  wildlife  features.  Farther  north  in  the  Black  Rook  Range  (622) 
there  are  outstanding  water,  wildlife  and  soenlo  rook  fsatures  that  aren't 
covered  In  your  recommendations,  though  you  took  note  of  them  in  your  basio 
studies.  The  recommendations  fall  short  too,  we  think,  in  the  Jaokson 
Mountains  (603  and  606)  where  topography  of  canyon  and  mountain  (King  Lear, 
for  instance),  water  resouroes,  oaves,  and  other  features  such  as  the  trout 
area,  are  very  special. 

We  like  your  recommendations  for  Pine  Forest  Range  (600,  I  believe)  and 
for  Selenlte  Range  (201,  Mt.  Limbo).  We  think  you  should  give  priority  to 
wilderness  in  Poodle  Mountain  (012,  etc)  and  Fox  Range  (014)  where  your 
Btudies  and  others1  have  taken  note  of  quite  large  acreages  highly  qualified 
for  solitude  and  unconflned  recreation  and  with  outstanding  features — 
antelope  population,  wild  horses,  steep  and  colorful  canyons,  far  views, 
archeologlcal  opportunities,  and  so  on. 

We  feel  you've  out  the  large  area  of  well-qualified  wilderness  in  the 
North  Fork  of  Little  Humboldt  (627)  nuoh  too  drastically.  The  splendid 
gorge  richly  deserves  emphasiB  but  muoh  of  the  bordering  country  also  offers 
solitude  and  adventure.  "Desert"  itself  offers  wilderness  rewards!  distanoa 
hides  and  screens  even  when  an  area  la  vide  open  to  the  sky  and  the  far 
horizons. 

Though  we  haven't  much  knowledge  about  the  study  areas  in  eastern 
Pershing  County,  we  like  what  we've  heard  about  China  Mtn.  in  the  Tobin 
Range  and  the  cliff s  and  oanyons  there.  Nearly  all  of  your  406P  of  approxi- 
mately 10,000  acres  would  Beem  to  deserve  priority  as  wilderness.  And 
we've  been  hoping  also  that  your  district  and  the  other  dietriots  would 
work  out  a  sizeable  aoreage  of  wilderness  in  Augusta  Mtns.  (NV-O3O-108  ?  ). 
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Overall — though  able  to  watoh  only  Intermittently  and  mostly  from  a 
distance — we've  been  favorably  Impressed  with  the  BLM  studies  of  wilderness 
potential  in  Nevada.  My  earliest  years  were  spent  on  my  father's  ranch 
in  Elko  County.  Decades  later  I  prospeoted  on  BLM  lands  in  eastern  Nevada 
and  was  engaged  In  small  mining  operations  there  for  several  years,  shipping 
many  truokloads  of  ore.  Our  concern  for  the  esthetia  and  scientific  values 
of  wild  plaoes  In  the  state  Game  into  sharp  focus  during  the  1950s  and 
has  continued.  We  feel  BLM  is  trying  to  be  thorough  In  the  wilderness 
studies  and  insofar  as  possible  fair  to  all  types  of  interest.  On  nearly 
all  the  land  the  material  resouroes  and  the  freedom  to  use  them  are  properly 
paramount,  but  surely  on  quite  a  little  of  ths  land  the  esthetio-reoreational, 
scientific  and  related  resources  are  the  highest  value  and  should  be  proteated 
for  the  future.  Wilderness,  of  course,  even  if  designated  by  Congress,  isn't 
gone.   If  needs  and  knowledge  change  significantly  in  future  decades,  now 
hard  to  predict,  future  Administrations  and  Congresses  can  respond  as  then 
necessary.  The  thing  to  do  now,  we  think,  is  to  save  for  the  unknown  future 
all  that  can  reasonably  be  saved — and  used  by  diverse  kinds  of  people  In  ways 
that  don't  reduce  or  degrade  the  resource. 

Sincerely, 


Eileen  and  Darwin  Lambert 
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Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14 , 000  acre a  prellnlnsrlly  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  a  re a  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Hock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon ■   The  area  also  cootalns  areas  of  moderate  al nera 1  potent  1  a  1  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak.  USA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thia 
area  are  Che  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreat  tonal  opportunities 
and  least  manages bl 11 ty  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
great ly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features ,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  Include  approximate  ly  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  of  f-rosd  vehicles  and  result  In  severe  manages bill ty  concerns . 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  revaluation  of  available 
information  concerning  these  aress,  analyzed  public  comments  fro*  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  beat  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer.  * 


The  10,300  acres  prelinlnar i ly  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  USA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  eaouot  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  ttolltude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  of  f-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


inar  f ly  recommended  suitable  con tain  the  highly  scenic 

j-orge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
n  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  it.   Once 
e  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
lag,  surround  ing  area  easily  accessible  to  of f-road 
very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
to  30, 000  acres  for  the  purpoBe  of  establishing  a 
orbldden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


The 

8,900   act 

us    pre  11  ta 

and 

rugged   en 

lyons   ami 

the 

wlUernea 

J    values 

area    Is    ilef 1 n 

ibli;   and 

the 

surruund 1 

ig   terra] 

you 

leave    the 

I  torn  ed  tat 

la    ' 

ypical    of 

the    roll 

veh 

elea.,      !■ 

would    l,u 

the 

a  r«a    wen: 

e.SJJiiLUtL'J 

bufi 

er    zune   w 

it  Cll     Is    f 

1 

2 

3 
4 
5 


852  South   1900  East 
Salt  Lake  City,    Utah 
(801)    582-0219 
December    2,    1983 


Frank   Shields,   District  Manager 
Bureau   of   Land  Management 
705  East   4th  Street 
Winnemucca,   NV      89445 


This   letter    is   intended    to   comment  on    wilderness    recommendations 
recently    released   for    the  Winnemucca   District, 

The  Black  Rock   Desert    is  definitely   among  the   places  at  the    top 
of   environmentalists'    agenda    for  BLM  wilderness.      Therefore,    I    am 
excited  and  grateful    to   find   the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA    (NV020-620)    in 
your  district's  preferred   wilderness  alternative.      These    174,300  acres 
will    make   a   splendid  addition    to  the  National  Wilderness  Preservation 
System, 

As  you  know,    several    nearby  WSAs   lend   crucial    support    to  the  Black 
Rock  ecosystem.      The  BLM's    recommendations   for  the  Calico  Mountains 
(NV020-019)    and   the  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek    (NV020-600/600D)    units  are 
very  commendable    in  this   regard.      However,    the   acreage   deletions   from 
the  South  Jackson  Mountains  WSA    (020-603)    and  Pahute  Peak  WSA    (020-621) 
are    unwarranted  and  unacceptable.      The    severe    reduction  in  the  High 
Rock  Lake    unit   (020-007)    from  53,000   to   just    14,000  acres   removes    some 
of    the  area's  best   wilderness  values,    and   raises  profound  questions 
about    the    unit's  manageability   as   wilderness,    if    designated  at    the    smaller 
size.      Totally  objectionable   are   BLM's   recommendations  against   the 
North  Jackson  Mountains  WSA    (020-606)    and  the   North  Black  Rock  Range 
(020-622).      The    flimsy  arguments   given  for  dropping    these    units   are 
embarrassing  at  the    very    least.      The   Winnemucca  District  has  a  chance 
to  preserve   the   better   part  of    one    of  America's  most  unusual   and 
remarkable    landscapes   —   the  Black  Rock  Desert,      1    hope    that   the   BLM 
will    seize    the    opportunity. 

Unfortunately,    it  appears   that  the  winnemucca   District   has  virtually 
ignored  the   wilderness  values    found  outside    the  Black  Rock    complex. 
Although  the    recommendation  for  the  Mt,    Limbo  WSA    (020-201)    recognizes 
the   beauties   to  be    found  there,    the    massive   deletions   from  the  North 
Fork   of    the  Little   Humboldt  River  unit    (020-827)    suggest  a  bias   against 
wilderness.      The  deep  cut    in  acreage    makes    sense   only   if    the   intention 
is  to  arrive  at   the  minimum  final    recommendation.      Similarly,    the 
proposal    to  drop  the  Poodle  Mountain  WSA    (020-012),    the  Fox  Range  WSA 
(020-014),    the  Tobins    (020-406),    and   the  Augusta  Mountains    (030-108) 
is   inadequately    supported  by  the   agency. 


Comment  Letter  54 
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In  conclusion,    the    draft   wilderness   recommendations    for   the 
Winnemucca   District  are   a  mixed  bag    open   for    important   improvements. 
Again  I    would   like    to  emphasize   that   conservationists  across   the   nation 
are   anxiously   hoping  for  BU's  very  best   efforts  to  preserve   the   entire 
Black   Bock  Desert  ecosystem. 

Thank   you  very  much  for   this  opportunity    to  comment    on  the  draft 
wilderness    recommendations   for   the  Winnemucca  District.      Would  you 
please  notify  me    when  the    final  decision  is  released  to  the   public? 


Sincerely, 

James  M.   Baker 

National  B1J-1  Wilderness  Chair 

Sierra  Club 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  HouQtalns-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  ai  stated  in  the  Draft  E1S  to  unsuitable.   Tha  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  tha  wllderneBa  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  waa  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  preciouB  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  &    large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Baaed  on  the 
additional  geoLogic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  thlB  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  CreeL-600D  hss  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitsble.   The  suitable 
recommendation  waa  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  smsll  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjaceat 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Eiaphasls  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualltiea  of  the  WSA.   Tha 
Halted  acreage  under  the  HKP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  sugment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (dlscontinuoua  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  WllderneBa  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  Beaaon. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  In  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  valuea  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 
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The    area    preliminarily    recottaeoded    suitable    In    the    Pahute    Peak   WSA   has    been 
nodlfled    to    the  Wilderness    Emphasis   alternative    of    23,200  acres.      Within    thla 
area    are    the  highest   wilderness    values,    greatest    rec  reat  ion a  1    opportunities 
and    least    monageabl II ry   concerns.      To  expand    the   area    to   40,000   acres  would 
great ly   decrease    these    scenic    values   and    feature a,    would    include    several 
active    rockhounding    areas,    Include    approxltsately    11,000   acres    easily 
accessible    to    off-road    vehicles    and    result    in   severe   oanageablli ty concerns . 

Though   High  Rock  Lata   WSA,    a.  a   whole,    pos.ease.  out. tending  opportunity,   for 
solitude,    prl.Itlve   and   uocoofloed    recreation,    not    every    acre    doe..      The 
14,000  acre,    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    represent    the   area    where 
the    highest    wilderness    value,    sre   concentrated.      Thl.    area    Include,   such 
feature,   aa    High    Rock   Lake,    Ply   Canyon,    Including    the    "Pothole."   and    da.   and 
Box   Canyon.      The  area    also  contains    area,   of   moderate   mineral    potential    and 
great    care   was    taken   to   delineate   a    boundary   for    the    preliminary 
recomaendatlon   which    would    permit    the  development    of   moat    of    thl.   potential 
while    .till   maximizing    protection   of    the   wllderneas    values. 


Bureau    peraonnel    have    completed   a    thorough  reevaluatloa  of    available 
Information   concerning    theae   areca,    analyzed    public   coomentB    from    the    Draft 
EIS    and    conalder    the    preferred    alternative    for    theae    11    areaa    proper.      The 
.eveo    preliminarily    recommended   areaa    represent    the    beet    wilderness    quality 
areas    the   dlatrlct    ha.    to  offer. 
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res    preliminarily    recommended    suitable   contain    the   highly    Bcenlc 
nyons    and   gorge    of    the   North  Fork  of    the   Little   Humboldt   where 
a    velues   and    features  are   concentrated.      The    boundary   of    this 
able    and    manageable.       All   unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    is    that 
I  tig    terrain    slopes   away    from   the    canyon    rim,    not    Into    It.      Once 
e    Immediate    vicinity    of    the    rim,    you   are    Into   sagebrush    type   which 
f    the    rolling,    uurruund lng  area   easily    accessible    to  off-road 
t    would    be    very    difficult    to   establish    a    manageable    boundary    If 
liuled    to    jU.OOO  acres    for    the    purpose   of    establishing    a 
Is    forbidden    by    the   Wilderness   Hunageinent    Policy. 


P°5  Lyman  Ave, 
Reno,  NV  89509 
December  5,  1 983 


Frank  Shields 

705  East  Fourth  St. 

Winaemucca,  NV  P9M+y 

Dear  Mr.  Shields! 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  make  the  wilderness  hearing  on  your 
district.   I  heard  most  of  the  testimony  was  anti-wilderness  in 
nature.   This  is  very  unfortunate  considering  It  is  in  the  Winne- 

«!.??!,«?  StrlCt  that  mySelf  and  friends  Participate  in  wilderness 
activities  * 

I  LS'I9  walk<fd  the  Black  flock  desert,  backpacked  the  Calico  Mtns., 
I  hiked  around  Blue  Lakes,  and  climbed  Mt.  Limbo.   Each  of  these  areas 
l\2iS2  S^w1^  m9  Wlth  a  ric"ness  of  wilderness  experience" 
mS   Fn^hi  hEt^he,se  areas  have  be9n  "comended  wilderness  by  the 
ULH.  For  this  I  thank  you. 

S?''^9  als°  backpacked  up  McOill  canyon,    climbed  the  summit 
lfbMnth  6art'  eJP\ored  *h«  Black  R°=k  range  and  stood  in  awe  of  the 
ie^nnU  ?  P??h?le5  of  ?1*   Canyon.   These,  I  understand  have  been 
recomended  in  limited  acreage  that  restricts  the  wlldness  of  each 
area.   I  urge  you  to  expand  these  recomendations  to  WSA  boundaries. 

Tnrk-nnf  Vh?"  Pa*Ute  £9ak'  North  Fork  of  tne  Llttle  Humboldt,  Worth 
visiteS  'hn?    Mtns>  Fox  fianSe.  ™d   Augustas,.  All  areas  I  have  not 
visited,  but  areas  under  wilderness  study.   I  hope  to  explore  these 
areas  in  the  future  and  ask  you  to  please  protect  them  Sih  wilderness 

™!?ft0??  S°  thelJ  witness  will  not  be  lost  before  I  and  those 
who  will  follow  are  able  to  visit  them. 

vo!.arny,i«,aLn0li  haV9  alPadv  guessed,  I  support  wilderness.   I  ask 
you  to  designate  as  much  wilderness  as  you  can,  and  protect  the  rest 
by  restricting  vehicles  to  existing  roads.   The  Black  Rock  Desert  and 
sverShrH0^dlngf  ?fe  the  BOst  des°l^«  ^d  beautiful  country  I  have 

solitude  cJIPn^ladge1r°  rand?r  thr°uSh-  «  13  a  place  of  suprlme 
solitude.  (I  find  myself  stopping  short  of  saying  it  is  a  soirltiml 
Place  because  words  like  that  seem  to  mean  nothlnf  these  days) 

Look  around  your  district.   It  is  a  land  painfully  slow  to  heal 
Wagon  tracks  are  still  visible  130  years  later,  gaping  holes  aid 
tailings  look  as  fresh  as  the  day  they  were  dug,  70  years  aeo 

"™e  In"  Mc°Gilf  J"   ^  S^*"  *"  ^^Callcos^'or  trices  ofmy  camp- 
il,L   ?< MoG111  =anyon-   Wilderness  is  a  renewable  reasource:  a 
recreation  people  can  enjoy  for  all  generations  to  come.   ' 

I  hope  my  words  will  be  considered  in  mating  your  final  deolslon. 

Thank  you  for  taking  time 
to  read  my  thoughts, 


Kirk  A  Peterson 
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ion  for  the  Calico  Mouotaina-019  has  been  changed 
the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
,  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
tion.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
ed  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
ological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
lure  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
lties  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
ntalns  the  highest  wilderness  valuea.   Preliminary 
,h  probability  for  an  economic  precloua  metal 
o rat  ion  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
f  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
tion,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
tal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allot* 
all  development.   Based  on  thla  new  documented 
on,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  nineral 
wilderness  valuea,  this  unit  ha  a  been  dropped  froa 
atrlon. 


Th«  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-6000  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicta  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  Serious 
doubt  as'to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  acenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Us  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  rosd 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  ttie  hunting  season. 
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ECOLOGY  CENTER  OF  SOUTHERN  CALIFORNIA 

Project  of  Educational  Communications.  Inc. 

P  O  Box  35473.  Los  Ajigeies  CA  90035 


■feptirine  (213)5599160 


December    5,    1983 

Mr.    Frank    Shield*,    Blntr.Mgr. 
Bureau  Land  Management 
705  E.   4th  St. 
Wlnnemucca,   Nv.   89445 

Dear  Mr,    Shields: 

The  Ecology  Center  of  Southern  California,   although  principally 
Interested    In  our  area,    la  deeply, with  reason,   concerned  about 
environmental  protection   In  all  areas  of  ecological   Importance. 

In  your   review  of   18  wilderness  areas   In  Nevada,    It  would   seen 
that  since  Nevada   presently  has  only  one  established  wilderness, 
your   recommendation   for  only   four  more  out  of  the   18   Is 
scarcely  the  environmental   protection  your  state  needs.      We 
note   that   your  department  did  not   recommend  any  wilderness   for 
North  Black  Range;   North  Jackson  Mountain;  China  Mountains;    Poodle 
Mountains;   Fox  Range;  Augusta  Mountains. *  He  would   unequivocally 
support   full  wilderness   protection   for  all. 

We  would  also  support  extended  protection   in  addition  to    that 
already  recommended,    for  5-Hlgh  Rock  Lake,   South  Jackson  Range, 
Pahute  Peak  and  North  Fork  of  Little  Humboldt  River.    * 

It  would   seem  that  mining,    timber  and  development   Interests 
should  not  be  allowed   to  prevail  over  the  stewardship  protection 
which  must  always   be   the   prime  responsibility  of  our  land 
management  programs.      We  therefore  request   that  our  comments 
be  read    Into  your  records. 

Sincerely, 

-JTf 


^TCL.j 


Ilalne  Stanafield 
Assistant  Director 


¥ 


**  Following  acreage  respectively  per  order  of  above  mentioned  areas: 
25,000;  15,000;  8900;  87,900;  23,600;  12,800 
5-High  Rock  Lake  from  14,000  to  53,000 
South  Jackson  Range  from  20,094  to  25,000 
Pahute  Peak  from  31,000  to  40,000 
North  Fork  from  8900  to  30,000 
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EF  Mutton  &  Company  Inc. 

Member  New  York  Stock  Exchange 


^Hutton 


920  Twelfth  Street 
P.O.  Box  3331 
Modejio,  CA  96353 
Telephone:  (2091  526-3700 

December  7,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

Minp,-r?rw?r!y  tSr2L<te?'<J?S"  *?'  my  famil*  and  "lumbers  of  the  Mothe 
Mineral  Society  of  Modesto  have  looked  forward  to  our  "Safaris"  into 
Rock  Desert  for  our  bi-annual  field  trips.  These  trips  are  so  benefic 
everyone  that  is  able  to  attend  in  so  many  ways.  Socially.  It  brings 
binds,  inspires  challenges  man  and  machinery.  We  have  been  able  to 
of  these  wonderful  trips  from  the  Black  Rock  Desert  not  only  stone  an 
specimens  collected  but  also  we  have  been  enriched  by  reliving  the  ha 
and  challenges  that  prior  generations  mastered  or  failed  In  this  vast 
must  endure6"  ""*  Gre3t  Escape"  frm   the  Pressure-packed  society  tha 


Lode 
the  Black 
1al  to 

together, 
take  out 
d  mineral 
rdshlps 

region, 
t  so  many 


I  must  appeal  to  you  and  your  Department  to  preserve  this  area  for  future 
1ng  in  l^SSrt^^tuL^   """"'  ^^   *""  the  "9ht  of  ""•* 

unn  The  on:90in9  Proposals  of  making  this  area  fall  into  the  designation  of  a 
Wilderness  Area  freightens  me  and  my  fellow  Black  Rock  Desert  visitors  because 
we  have  a  concept  that  our  access  to  Black  Rock  Desert  will  be  restricted  and 
ITlTe   nWJrt!"'  t0  9°  int°  °Ur  faVOr1te  SCen1c  and  collec'un^areas  as 

takenPnride  inTJn'n  ""i  gr0lJP  and  f!llow  9™  and  m1neral  s°c1ety  m™bers  have 
taken  pride  in  keeping  clean  camps  and  taking  out  Utter  often  found. 

My  understanding  is  that  travel  and  collecting  will  be  impaired  1n  areas 
known  by  numbers  007,  621  and  622  if  the  Wilderness  Area  design*  , on  were  To 

„    efffZU.    ™«  ™uld  "e  a  grave  loss  to  all  photographers,  history  b  ffs, 
hunters,  four-wheelers,  gem  and  mineral  hobblsts  and  a  host  of  others. 

huf  ^Lneed  y™[  -elp  11   Preservin9  tMs  area  for  present  and  future  generations 
w^u'l^raVt^prod^ti^:"9  U  P°5Slble  t0  be  enj°yed  by  '"■  Needle"  "strtSlons 


^ 


BA:gh 


Sincerely,^ 
Assistant  Manager 


That  portion  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  preliminarily  recommended  for 
wilderness  Is  situated  on  the  east  arm  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  doeB  not 
contain  any  known  rock  collecting  areas.   Access  to  other  preliminarily 
recommended  areas  or  known  collecting  areas  of  Interest  would  not  be 
restricted  by  designation  of  this  portion  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert.   This  area 
has  often  been  confused  with  the  vast  playa  north  of  Gerlach,  Including  the 
western  arm  of  the  desert  where  Double  Hot  Springs  is  located. 
area  la  in  WSA  status. 


log 

None  of  this 
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/  A^. — k    i±^f-  ^L 


C*J£e-^Z: 


Baaed  on  the  beBt  Information  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  several  rockhounds, 
areaH  of  known  or  Buspected  use  by  rockhounds  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  In  the  areas  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness.   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  Included,  access  will  remain 
open.   The  Calico  Mountalns-019  and  North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are  not 
Included  in  the  preliminarily  recommended  areas. 
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Barbara  Kelley 
1850  Van  Ness  Ave. 
Reno,  NV.  89503 

December  U,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Wlnnemucca  District 
705  East  Fourth  Street 

l-Mnnemucca,  NV.  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields, 

A  review  of  your  draft  proposals  for  Inclusion  or  exclusion  of  18  Wilderness 
Study  Areas  1n  the  National  Wilderness  System  shows  several  strengths  and  some 
glaring  weaknesses.  I  am  extremely  Interested  1n  wilderness  designation  for  much 
of  the  Wlnnemucca  District  that  Is  Included  as  WSAs,  and  so  strongly  support  your 
Preferred  Alternative  recommendations  for  the  Ulack  Rock  Desert,  174,300  acres, 
the  Calico  Mountains,  58,000  acres,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  Area,  20,400  acres, 
and  Mt.  L1nbo,  12,900  acres.  In  addition,  I  strongly  recommend  expansion  of  acreage 
1n  the  following  areas. 
I     In  the  High  Rock  Lake  area,  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  should  be 
i  adopted  with  53,000  acres.  This  1s  a  beautifully  rugged  area  with  great  wilderness 
values.  The  South  Jacksons  proposal  should  be  expanded  from  20,094  acres  to 
25,000  acres  to  Include  mountain  climbing  areas  and  complete  that  wilderness. 
Pahute  Peak  should  be  expanded  from  31,000  acres  to  40,000  acres  to  the  east  for 
maximum  protection  of  wilderness  values.  The  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Hurabolt 
River  should  be  expanded  to  30,000  acres  to  Include  rim  land  as  well  as  the 
canyon  Itself. 

Of  great  Importantce  Is  the  Inclusion  of  several  areas  the  BLM  did  not 
recommend  for  wilderness.  These  Include  the  North  Black  Rock  Range,  approximately 
25,000  acres,  and  North  Jackson  Mountain,  about  15,000  acres.  These  areas  should 
be  designated  wilderness  as  part  of  the  Black  Rock  Area.  Also,  the  wilderness 
emphasis  alternatives  for  China  Mountain,  Poodle  Mountain,  the  Fox  Range,  and 
Augusta  Mountains  should  be  adopted  as  the  best  designation  for  these  remote 
beautiful  and  high  wilderness  value  areas. 


Sincerely, 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountalna-019  has  beea  changed 
from  suitable  as  Btated  la  the  Draft  .EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendat  loo  wsg  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  sad 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area,   Exxon  Mineral* 
Company  haa   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precfoua  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block,  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  thla  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  netal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Baaed  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdlngs  and  the  lose  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  haa  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of"  public  comment  a  made  during  the  public  comment  period.  It 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  landB  adjacent 
to  the  eouthweat  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  Btriausly  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  Mfr'P  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  serloua 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit . 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  uncon fined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir,   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  ss  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  uncoofloed  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14  000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  whtre 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  In  tha  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  sod  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  causa  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areaa. 
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The   area    preliminarily    recommended    sul table    In   the    Pahute    Peak    USA  has    been 
modified    to    the   Wilderness    Emphasis    alternative    of    25,200  acres.      Ulthln    this 
area    are    the    highest    wilderness    values,    greatest    recreat  tonal    opportunities 
and    least   manageability    concerns.       To   expand    the    area    to    40,000    acres    would 
greatly  decrease    these    scenic    values   and    featured,    would    Include    several 
act! ve    rockhoundlng    arena,    I nclude    approximately    11, 000   acre a    easily 
accessible    to  of  f  -road    vehlc  les   and    result    1  it   severe   manages  bill  ty    cone  eras  . 


The   8,900  acres    preliminarily    recommended    suitable   contain   the  highly   scenic 
and    rugKed    canyons    and    gorge    of    the    North    Fork   of    the    Little    Humboldt    where 
the. wilderness    values   and    features   are   concentrated.       flw    bountf-iry   of    this 
area    la    definable    mid    manageable.       An    unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    Is    that 
the   surrounding    terrain    slopes   away    iron   the  canyon   rim,    not    Into    It.      Once 
you    leave    the    limredUtu    vicinity    of    the    rim,    you  are    Lnto    sagebrush    type   which 
ty    typical    of    Ui«    rolling,    surrounding    'irL,<>   enal  ly    accessible    to  off-road 
vehicles.       It    would    bo    vary   difficult    to  establish   a    manageable    boundary    it" 
the   area   were   uxudnded    to    30,000  acres    for    the    purpose   of    establishing  a 
Uuffrtr    zone   which    is    forbidden    by    the    Wilderness    Management    Policy. 


Bureau   personnel    have    completed    a    thorough   revaluation  of   available 
information   coocerning    these    areas,    analyzed    public    comments    from    the    Draft 
EIS  and   consider    the    preferred   alternative    for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seveo   preliminarily    recommended   areas    represent    the    best  wilderness    quality 
areas    the  district   has    to    offer. 


Natural  Resources  Defense  Council,  Inc. 

«{j    KEARNY    STREET 

SAN    FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA    94108 

415  411-6561 


Washington  Office 

f]*5   1   STREET,  N.W. 

SUITE  600 

tVAJUINGTON,  DC.   10UC5 

io«  1*5-8110 


Sew  Y07k  Office 
l    EAST  43ND  STKEET 
.W   YORK,  NY.  IO168 
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December  12,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

U.S .  Department  of  the  Interior 

705  E.  4th  Street 

Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Re :   Winnemucca  Wilderness  Recommendations 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

This  letter  constitutes  the  comments  of  the  Natural 
Resources  Defense  Council,  Inc.  (NRDC)  on  the  preliminary- 
wilderness  recommendations  set  forth  in  the  Draft  Wilderness 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  for  the  Winnemucca  District. 
As  discussed  below,  we  believe  that  much  more  of  the  District's 
qualified  wild  lands  should  be  recommended  for  wilderness  status 
than  has  been  recommended  to  date. 

At  the  outset  we  stress  that  there  is  no  doubt  in  our 
minds  that  the  areas  that  have  been  recommended  for  wilderness 
designation  deserve  to  be.   Thus,  we  fully  support  the  Bureau's 
preferred  alternative  for  Black  Rock  Desert,  Blue  Lakes/Alden 
Creek,  Mount  Limbo  and  Calico  Mountains.   We  have  long  been 
aware  of  the  outstanding  wilderness,  geologic,  wildlife, 
recreational  and  other  values  of  these  areas,  and  believe  that 
they  constitute  worthy  additions  to  our  National  Wilderness 
Preservation  System. 

We  also  support  wilderness  designation  for  the  other 
areas  that  have  been  recommended,  but  believe  additional  acreage 
should  be  added  to  each.   Thus,  for  example,  we  believe  the 
14,000  acres  recommended  for  High  Rock  Lake  omits  some  40,000 
acres  of  spectacular  geologic  formations,  including  a  pre-historic 
natural  dam  and  canyons  like  Fly  Canyon.   Similarly,  the  South 
Jackson  Range  recommended  wilderness  should  be  expanded  to 
25,000  acres  while  the  Pahute  area  should  be  enlarged  to  40,000 
acres.   The  wildlife  values  of  both  of  these  areas  are  extremely 
high  while  their  canyons  and  rock  formations  provide  spectacular 
scenic  benefits.   We  also  urge  expansion  of  the  paltry  8,900 
acre  recommendation  for  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt 
River.   The  river  canyon  is  an  incredible  storehouse  of  treasures. 


<o%  Recycled  Papa 
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Frank  Shields 
December  12,  19bJ 
Page  Two 


including  petroglyphs ,  raptors  and  trout,  and  undoubtedly  deserves 
wilderness  designation.   So  too,  however,  do  the  plateaus  which 
surround  it .   Those  plateaus  constitute  an   essential  buffer  zone 
for  the  canyons  and  are  virtually  roadless.   The  plateaus  and  the 
canyon  constitute  an  integral  wilderness  unit  and  should  be 
recommended  as  such. 

Other  areas  of  extremely  high  wilderness  quality  have 
unexplicably  been  ignored  by  BLM  and  we  urge  they  receive  wilder- 
ness protection.   For  example,  both  the  North  Black  Rock  Range 
and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  are  very  rugged  and  highly  scenic 
as  well  as  integral  and  important  parts  of  the  Black  Rock  complex. 
We  also  believe  that  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  should 
be  adopted  for  China  Mountain,  Poodle  Mountain,  the  August 
Mountains  and  the  Fox  Range  {adjacent  to  the  Smoke  Creek  Desert) , 
because  of  these  areas'  outstanding  wilderness  and  other  values , 
which  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  exceptional  scenery,  wild- 
life, fossils  and  recreation  opportunities  respectively. 

It  appears  from  the  draft  EIS  and  Technical  Report  that, 
in  most  cases,  areas  were  rejected  for  wilderness  protection  on 
the  basis  of  assessments  of  their  mineral  potential  which  were 
essentially  speculative.   Far  more  than  "guesstimates"  of  mineral 
potential,  unsupported  by  any  estimates  of  the  amount  of  reserves 
available,  are  needed  to  outweigh  the  truly  outstanding  and  docu- 
mented wilderness  values  of  the  areas  discussed  above .   Wilderness 
recommendations  for  these  areas  would  reflect  well  on  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  and  Nevada  while  helping  to  assure  important 
additions  to  the  National  Wilderness  System. 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  considering  our  views. 


Sincerely 


Hujoj^ 


Johanna  H.  Wald 


JHW:klw 
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ommeodation  for  tha  Calico  Kountalna-019  haa  been  changed 

ated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   Tha  suitable 

baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 

information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
n  provided  by  companies  active  la  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
ted  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential-  and 
tonal  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
on  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
which  contains  the  highest  wl  lderness  values.   Preliminary 
ed  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  aetal 
his  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 

point  of  proving  a  valid  d lscovery .   Baaed  on  the 

Information,  the  probability  uf  proving  a  valid  discovery 
c loua  metal  deposit  Is  high.  Such  a  discovery  would  al  low 
eed  to  full  deve lopment .   Eased  on  this  new  documented 

aliration,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
conaldera t  ion . 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  haa  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EI3  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  support 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wlldernesa  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wlldernesa  qualities  of  the  WSA. 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommendation  alternative  ralaea  fcerlous 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 


The 


The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
sceneiy  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  enaure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  lesdfl  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole ,  posseaaes  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does .   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wl lderness  values  are  concent  rated.   This  area  i ncludes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake ,  Ply  Canyon,  lnc ludlng  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon .   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  miners l  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  dell ne ate  a  boundary  for  the  pre  11 ml  nary 
recommends t  ion  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 
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The   10,300  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for   wilderness    In    the   South  Jackeon 
Mountain*    focuses   on   the    very   highest   wilderness    values    In    the  MSA.      It 
Includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    Including   majestic   King   Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heads   of   all   major   drainage*   where    the    highest    wilderness    values    are.       It 
substantially    reduces    the    amount    of    high    to    moderate   mineral    potential    and 
moderate  geothermal   and   oil    and    gas    potential.      To  expand    the  area    would    tend 
to   lower   the  quality   of   wilderness    considerably,    particularly  solitude   and 
naturalness,    and    cause    significant   manageability   concerns    from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on   approjclmat ely    3,000  acres  and    several    active   mining   aress. 


The    8,900  acres    preliminarily    recommended    suitable  contain   the  highly   scenic 
an.!    rugged   canyons    and    gorge   of   the   North   Fork   of    the  Little   Humboldt   where 
the    wll«lernens   value     and    features  are   concentrated.      The    boundary  of    this 
area    Is   definable    an. I    manageable.      An   unusual     feature  of   this   waterway    is    that 
the    surrounding    terrain   slopes   away    from   the   canyon    rim,    not    Into   It.      Once 
you    leave    tlie    [mmedtatu   vicinity   oi'    the    rim 
la    typical    of    the    r.iULii; 

vehicles.      It    wmiJd    be    very   difficult    to  establish  ..    manageable   boundary    if 
the   area    were   exjwiuted    to    30,000    acres    for    the    purpose    of    establishing    a 
buffer    zone   which    in    forbidden    by    the   HUdernea 


you   avc    Into    sagebrush    type   which 
surrounding    area   easily    acceaslble    to    off-road 


as  Management    Policy. 


Bureau    personnel    have  completed    a    thorough    revaluation  of   available 
information   concerning    these   areas,    analyzed    public   comments    from  the   Draft 
EIS    and   consider    the    preferred    alternative   for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recommended    areas    represent    the    best    wilderness    quality 
areas    the   district    has    to   offer. 
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December  10..  1983 

Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
United  States  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  E.  4th  St. 
Winnemueca,  NV  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

The  members  of  the  Ecology  Center  of  Southern  California  have  always  been  concerned 
about  preserving  natural  areas  for  their  scenic,  recreational,  and  scientific  values. 
Wilderness  designation  provides  the  best  portection  for  native  habitats  and  to  save 
our  resources  in  a  state  which  will  not  be  destroyed  from  use  by  humans.   Consequently, 
our  organisation  urges  your  agency  to  adopt  the  maximum  wilderness  acreage  possible 
in  your  district.  As  we  have  written  before  regarding  our  recommendations,  this 
letter  is  to  clarify  our  suggestions. 

The  Preferred  Alternative  by  BLM  for  Black  Rock  Desert  (174,300  acres).  Calico 
Mountains  58,000  acres),  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  (29,400  acres),  and  Mount  Limbo 
(12,900  acres)  seems  most  appropriate.   The  marsh  and  wild  river  of  Black  Rock 
is  a  good  sanctuary  for  birds,  beaver  and  muskrat.   The  archeological  discoveries 
possible  along  the  old  Lake  Lahontan  shoreline  can  aid  in  giving  us  much  information. 
Calico  Mountains  features  petrified  wood  and  perennial  springs  (over  30).   These 
uplands  would  be  an  asset  to  the  Desert  National  Trail  if  in  wilderness.  Eagles 
abound  In  the  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  WSAs  where  Duffer  Peak  dominates  the  landscape 
at  9,458  feet.  We  also  commend  your  recommendation  for  the  Mount  Limbo  area  which 
has  outstanding  mountaineering  and  rock  climbing  opportunities. 

While  we  are  pleased  that  you  have  suggested  some  wilderness  for  some  areas,  more 
would  certainly  be  necessary  to  save  all  the  environmental  values.   High  Rock  Lake 
should  be  53, 0GD  acres  not  14,000  acres  in  order  to  protect  the  outstanding  columnar 
basalt  formations  and  narrow  chasm  of  Fly  Canyon.   South  Jackson  Range  with  its  fault- 
block  range  over  McGill  Canyon  contains  a  prime  native  trout  perennial  fishery  and 
thus  needs  25,000  acres  of  wilderness  designation.   Pahute  Peak  rising  to  8,594  feet 
with  ItB  multi-colored  clay  and  volcanic  rocks  is  good  wildlife  habitat.  About  40,000 
acres  of  wilderness  would  give  the  best  home  to  antelope,  deer,  cougar  and  kit 
fox.   Little  Humboldt  River/North  Fork  is  a  deep,  gorge  carved  out  of  the  high,  wind- 
swept Owyhee  Plateau.   The  Petrogloyphs  and  bat  infested  caves  in  this  grasslands 
and  sagebrush  country  could  best  be  enjoyed  if  30,000+-  acres  are  wilderness. 

When  there  are  so  many  areas  of  scenic  wonder,  why  be  stingy  on  wilderness  designation? 
Some  areas  that  should  be  part  of  a  wilderness  recommendation  are: 

North  Black  Rock  Range — volcanic  tuff  peaks  and  tablelands;  perennial  streams; 
extensive  wildlife  including  kit  fox,  mule  deer,  chukar,  sage  grouse  and 
valley  quail;  cliffs  for  rock  climbing  (25,000  acres) 
North  Jackson  Mountain — rugged  canyons  overlooking  Quinn  River  Wilderness; caves; 

deer  habitat  (15,000  acres) 
China  Mountains — part  of  Tobin  Range;  scenic  wonders;  brown,  cutthroat  and 
rainbow  trout  habitat  £8,900  acres) 


pai^e  7 — Ecology  Center  of  Southern  California 


Poodle  Mountairi--plateau-canycn  country  with  varied  elevations  and  juniper  forests; 

feral  species  wildland;  major  sage  grouse  strutting  ground;  has  part  of 

old  Noble  Trail  dating  to  1852  (87,000  acres) 
Fox  Range — excellent  views  of  Pyramid  Lake  from  7,608  peak  (23,6000  acres) 
Augusta  Mountains--In  Pershing  County;  dominated  by  8,409  ft.  Cain  Mountain; 

numerous  ancient  fossils;  limestone  monolith;  waterfalls;  volcanism 

evidence;  habitat  for  plant  species  which  may  become  threatened  (12,800 

acres) 

The  Ecology  Center  of  Southern  California  has  reviewed  wilderness  areas  through  the 
Southwest.   Visitors  from  the  greater  Los  Angeles  area  enjoy  the  beauty  and  open 
space  and  ruggedness  of  the  deserts  in  the  United  States.   There  are  few  places 
so  close  to  metropolitan  areas  where  inhabitants  on  this  planet  can  easily  get  to 
and  experience  the  wonders  of  wilderness.  We  believe  that  it  is  your  responsibility 
to  work  for  the  largest  possible  wildereness  designation  possible. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration  of  our  recommendations.   Please  add  this  letter 
to  our  other  correspondence  as  part  of  the  public  record. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Nancy  -^ue  Pearlinan 
Executive  Director 


,/ 
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The  preliminary  recomaendat Ion  for  the  Calico  Mountalns-019  haa  beeo  changed 
from  suitable  aa  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  haa  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Hinerala 
Company  ha3   nominated  the  srea  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  oew  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  aouthern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  s  valid  discovery.   Baaed  on  the 
addftlonal  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  ecoooalc  precious  metal  deposit  le  high.   Duch  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development-   Based  on  thlB  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdings  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  hat  been  changed  fron 
suitable  ss  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  bHsed  on  the  wilderness  values  aod  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  acuthwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities 
limited  acreage  under  the  HVV    II  Recommendation 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit 


f  the  WSA.   The 
lternatlve  raises  serious 


The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  Bpectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakea.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  Boall  size  and  conf iguration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  fro*  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  WilderneBS  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  cumplng  use  during  the  hunting  season. 

Though  High  Rock  Laka  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  aod 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  ooBt  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  10,300  acrea  prellaloari ly  recommended  for  wllderneaa  In  the  South  Jackaon 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  USA.   It 
Includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  ailneral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturaloeas,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  Bultable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thie 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  aeversl 
active  ruckhounding  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 


es  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
nyou.i  am!  gorj;e  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
h  values  and  features  are  concentrated .   The  boundary  of  this 
able  and  muuagi-able.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  ia  that 
ng  terrain  a  lopt-'H  away  froia  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  It.   Once 
Immediate  vicinity  of  t  he  rliu,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
the  rolling,  surround  1 ng  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a    manageable  boundary  if 
expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
hi  en  la  forbidden  by  the  WUderneHS  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas ,  analyzed  publ lc  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wild erne as  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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2001  Canta  Lomas 

El  Cajon,  California 

December  B,  1983 


Office  of  tin.:  District  Mjiidtjur 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  E.  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

I  am  writing  to  commend  your  agency  for  recommending  wilderness  status 
for  the  following  four  areas:   Black  Rock  Desert,  Calico  Mountains, 
Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  and  Mt .  Limbo.   The  following  were  also  recommended 
but  in  view  of  their  quality  I  feel  their  acreage  should  be  expanded: 
High  Rock  Lake  to  53,000  acres.  South  Jackson  Range  to  25,000  acres, 
Pahute  Peak  to  40,000  acreas  and  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt 
to  30,000  acres. 

The  following  areas,  which  your  agency  felt  did  not  qualify  for  this 

status,  should  also  be  given  wilderness  protection.   The  China  Mountains 

were  described  in  your  agency's  own  words  as  "exceptionally  scenic." 

The  areas  are:   the  China  Mountains  (8900  acres).  North  Black  Range  (25,000 

acres),  North  Jackson  Mt .  (15,000  acres).  Poodle  Mt.  (87,900  acres), 

the  Fox  Range  (23,600  acres)  and  Augusta  Mt .  (12,800  acres). 

You  may  wonder  why  someone  from  Southern  California  would  bother  about 
wilderness  areas  far  from  home  which  probably  will  never  be  personally 
seen.   I  find  wilderness  protection  to  be  an  integral  and  valuable  part 
of  investment  for  the  future.   Simply  to  know  these  areas  are  there  and 
protected  by  our  government  makes  me  mere  willing  to  pay  my  taxes.   Those 
areas  which  I  do  visit  were  once  applied  for  in  a  similar  way  and  I 
respect  my  predecessors'  efforts  in  finding  them  wilderness  today  and 
not  overrun  by  private  interests. 


Sincerely , 


/Ms./  Joanna  G.  Ihnatowicz    ** 


cc  Charles  Watson 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountalna-019  haa  been  changed 
fron  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recomoendat Ion  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
Information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  haa   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Klneral  Potential*"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precloue  metal  and  uranium  deposits .   Ferret  Exploration  Co. ,  Inc,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  s  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  t  he  USA  which  contains  the  hlgheat  wl lderoeas  values .   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  8  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  va lid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
addl t local  geologic  1 nf ormat ion,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  dlacovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  dlacovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precloua  metal  mine  rail zatt  on ,  manageabl llty  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
In holdings  and  the  loaa  of  wilderness  values,  thla  unit  haa  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period.  It 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  Is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualitiea  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recommendation  alternative  ralaea  Jserlous 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doea  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  laolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  apace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

Ho   Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  Km   Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   Tills  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reaervoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA.  a.  .  whole,  poaae.ee.  out.t.ndlng  opportunity,  for 
aolltude.  primitive  aad  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  doe..   The 
14  000  acre,  prel l.inarlly  recommended  for  wllderne.s  represent  the  are.  wher. 
the  hlgheat  wild. roes,  value,  are  concentrated .   Thl.  .rea  Include,  auch 
feature.  ..  High  Rock  Lake.  Ply  Canyon.  Including  the  Tot ho  e.  and  da.  and 
Bok  Canyon.   The  area  alao  contain,  .re.s  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  wa.  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recordation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  thl.  potential 
while  .till  maximizing  protection  of  the  wlldernea.  value.. 
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Comment  Letter  65 


The  10,300  acre*  preliminarily  rscommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuBes  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heada  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  aaount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  sod 
naturalness,  and  cauae  significant  manageability  concernB  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  aevecal  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25.200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderneas  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  leaat  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  reault  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 


The  8,900  acrea  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
the  surrounding  terrain  elopea  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  It.   Once 
yuu  leave  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  into  sagebrush  type  which 
ia  typical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   Th« 
aeven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 


:v     '  C  **~-i 


lJ<J~t      -■>£&-... 


\<M^yi 


J^&    X  Kti 


k>.'  ■  Ost'k^     ^L&clt      1  JfO^-V'       Ub^Uc^ 


^&Cfi-  U<  >*-->,: 


*%. 


KTOS**..;  -r.;M:,  . 

77 


-t      I 


(,  ■ ,  i.  '  :'  ? 


A*-<J- '■-' 


/'  ■  '...wY 


5 
2: 

s 
> 
z 
> 
n 

n 
2 


Comment  Letter  65 


Comment  Letter  66 


i» 


/                ,  .     f»  ,'■    (           U-  ■ 

'       ^A  ■_  • 

i 

(' 

(•  <,j  '     :l   '«.-  r«*i       ,         '/  /-*  -zf-v^       ' 

- 

/               '  -  -  / 

tit          u  -m.  c  „-        <-~>-v. 

luJU*.'^ 

-  •- 

.f 

1 

i 

,i  - 

f        / 
t 

/%  ^          it  i ' 

-' 

V<  <     ■' 

-  }}kt    L(      -rt  Vxi     ->v\  «■  i  < 

i 

» i*  ■  / 

.*, l  f 

,K..vi.(    (fV    -^a,  '     iyL-<h~n. 

i>cV     ?"}V'' 

/ 

lA*.v{        a|  1  <77.<.  i-uj'C 

-£<rt  C  >$     ^'        - 1 

•*.._ 

^>-v 

JlaJw     -&£  - 

J' 

}l      fcJ 

X^  ^/6  l# 

Jw  /      i^fik 

I 

/a-d-->y 

$***     \ja-vJj  fa* 

Urfi/--'    -f/^o**    '    /; 

X— fa    -■"  fcfe 

i 

iA^.  <bh" 

/• 

J-/ v. 

ffear     Sir*, 

</a5"'^Mh'°^.       1-fowCue.r,        L.      Tee'       He.    c»n«(f=,f  /»/»V^  r 
|br<mer«6/e.  X        Vel       +Lt"     H^s     qifer  (iaf,Ve_      Ujoji 

U(i^-      /-o        oa     oft      e<fiU«.  Uof^er   ^re^r    0^    j-Ac     ldt,ptm#"i 

rf i\J     K*  ovre-o    /)o,5     (oil-     ,'rf    i^ilJ  au*,\',hu,    h}j-\    ^-e 


e>.^recs    /v,lj      suffer*      o^      W-e      £>,rerv*fayirtf?   o.ff4r^f-,'ce. 


Comment  Letter  67 


Comment  Letter  67 


7£s~  e.  y  r#  sr. 

LV<  /v/uerxa  CCA  j  MO  ??(/Y5~ 


BOB  LAKGSEMKAMP 
P.O  BOX  EC  I 

silver  cm.  nev  wexico  aso6i 


^^3 


ft-  !^&&M//2(&^  ^txS^yffhu^i  yJc^^kJ^rt^,) 

J^L/ZZ-   O/  j^^J^zU^ty  ^76^j^&<^y^  ^^^&i/fetj!. 
d^C&.{  <kk/CocL  /Zfate4--  s^Z&^&zg&fri 


~  7^c, 


'tac 


i&i. 


sr^^z^Zfy 


& 


*Mg£cL 


■&-*£- 


^^ 


Comment  Letter  67 


Response  Letter  67 


<s> 


U*M. 


&*<)  <T£^i -,■*.■ 


~^^<sj!y?^6p*. 


The    preliminary   recommendation   for   Alder    Creek-600D   has    been  changed    from 
suitable    bb    stated    In    the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      The    suitable 
recommendation  was   baaed    on   the  wilderness    values    and    Initial    public    support. 
Upon   evaluation   of    public    coaunen  t  a   made   during    the    public    comment    period ,    It 
la    felt    that   due    to    the   small    size    of    the    unit.    Mo  Wilderness    is    the    best 
alternative.      Conflicts   with    potential   development    of    private    lands    adjacent 
to    the    aouthweat    boundary    of    the  WSA  under   All    Wilderness    and   Wilderness 
Emphasis    would    seriously    compromise    the    wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA.       The 
limited    acreage  under    the   MFP   II    Recommendation   alternative    raises  Serious 
doubt    as    to    the    effective   management    of    the    unit. 

The    unit    contains    good ,     but    no    spectacular    scenery   and    does    not    augmeot    the 
scenery    of   adjacent    Blue    Lakes.      When   considered    by    Itself    (discontinuous    of 
Blue    Lakes)    1 ts    small    size    and    configuration    are    not    adequate    to    ensure   a 
visitor's    Isolation    from  oulalde    influences   on    solitude   and    restricts    the 
usable    space    for    primitive   snd    unconfirmed    recreation. 

No   Wilderness  would   eliminate    Identified    acceaa    concerns    since    the    road 
between    Blue    Lakes  and    Alder    Creek   WSAs  which    leads    to  Little    Onion    Reservoir 
from    the    north  would    be   maintained   and    there    would    be    no  access    restriction  on 
the    road    continuing    south    from   Little  Onion    Reaervolr.      This   would   also 
eliminate    the    displacement    of    vehicle    camping    around    the    reservoir,    eapeclally 
the   heavy   camping   use   during    Che   hunting    season . 


The    preliminary    recommendation    for    Che   Calico  Mountalns-019  ha.    been  changed 
fro.  suitable   aa    seated    In    the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      The   suitable 
recommendation  was    baaed    on    the   wllderne.s    values    at   stake,    public    support   and 
preliminary   mineral    Information.      Since    the    Draft    was   publl.hed.    coo.lder.bU 
information  has    been    provided    by   companies    active    In    the   area.       Exxon   Mineral. 
Company    has      nominated    the    ares    a.   an   "Are.   of   Critical   Mineral    Potential      and 
also    provided   additional   geological    Information    Indicating    a   high   potential 
for    precious   metal   and    uranium  deposit..      Ferret    Exploration   Co.,    Inc.,    has 
begun    new    exploration  activities  on   a    Urge   claim  block  within   the    .outhern 
portion    of    the    US*   which    contains    the    highest    wilderness   values.      Prell.lnary 
exploration    Indicated    a    high   probability    for  an    economic    preclou.    metal 
deposit        Through   this    exploration   activity,    the    company    plans    to   develop 
these  claims    to    the    point    of    proving  a    valid    discovery.      Based    or,   the 
additional    geologic    Information,    the   probability   of    proving    a    valid  d    scovery 
and    an   economic    preclou.    metal    deposit    1.    high.       Such  .    discovery  would    allow 
the  company    to    proceed    to    full    development.      Based   on   this    new  documented 
precious   metal    mineralization,    manageability    problem,    related    to    these    mineral 
Inholdinga    snd    the    loss    of    wilderness    values,    this   unit    la.    been  dropped    fro. 
further    wilderness    consideration. 


great    care  was    taken    to  delineate  a    boundary   for    the    preliminary 

endatlon  which  would    permit    the  development   of    most    of    thl.    potential 


recommen 

while  atlll  maximizing  protection 


3f  the  wilderness  values. 
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The   area    preliminarily    recoaaended    suitable    in    the    Pahute    Peak  MSA  has    been 
nodifled    to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis   alternative   of    25,200  acres.      Within   thla 
area  are    the  highest   wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational   opportunities 
and    least  manageability   concerns,      To   expand    the   area    to    60,000  acres   would 
greatly   decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    several 
active    roclthoundlng   areas ,    include    approximately    11,000    acres    easily 
ace ess t ble    to   of  f-road    vehicles    and    result    In    severe  Manageability    concerns. 
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lly  recommended  sul table  contain  the  highly  scenic 
f.;c  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
features  are  concent  rated .   The  boundary  of  this 
geable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  la  that 
■..ijori  away  from  the  canyon  ria,  not  Into  It.   Once 
eftWty  of  the  r I «t ,  you  are  Jnto  sagebrush  type  which 

surround  log  area  east  ly  accessible  to  of  f-road 
y  dlr;lciilt  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
DU.OUO  acres  for  the  purpose  ut  establishing  a 
dden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
c     inf oroatlon  concerning  these  areas  ,  ana lyzed  public  comment b  f roa  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  sreaB  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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Comment  Letter  69 


Based   on    die    best    Information   provided    to   the    Bureau    by    Beveral    rockhounds , 
areas    of    known    or    BUBpected    use    by    rockhounds   uere  eliminated    by    boundary 
udJuBtmenta    In    the   areua    preliminarily    recommended    for   wllderneeB.      To    the 
east    of    Pahute    Peak-621 ,    where    Borne  areas  were    Included,    access   will    remain 
open.      The    Calico  Mountalns-019   and   North    Black   Rock   Range-622   are    not 
Included    In    the    preliminarily    recommended   areas. 


THE  WILDERNESS  SOCIETY 


FOUNDED  IN  >«5 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  EaBt  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV   89445 


Dear  Mr.  ShleldB, 


December  12,  19S3 


The  Wilderness  Society  is  glad  of  this  opportunity  to  respond  to  the 
Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   We  support  the  preferred 
alternative  for  several  of  the  areas  recommended  by  the  BLM;  however, 
we  would  like  to  Bee  the  recommended  acreage  expanded  for  many  other  areas, 
and  urge  inclusion  of  additional  WSAs  in  the  designation  recommendations. 
We  also  strongly  urge  the  comment  period  to  be  extended  until  January  31, 
since  there  has  been  a  delay  in  getting  the  materials  to  many  people  who 
would  like  to  respond  to  the  EIS. 

We  fully  BUpport  the  preferred  alternative  of  wilderness  for  the  Black 
Rock  Desert,  Calico  Mountains,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek,  and  Mount  Limbo. 
The  BLM  review  team  has  made  an  excellent  recommendation  regarding  these 
areas,  not  only  in  recognizing  their  unique  natural  values ,  but  also  by  proposing 
boundaries  broad  enough  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  a  wilderness  ecosystem. 

Although  we  support  wilderness  designation  for  a  further  four  areaB 
recommended  by  the  BLM,  we  strongly  urge  that  the  BLM  acreage  proposals  be 
greatly  increased.   These  areas,  and  the  reasons  we  recounnend  broader 
boundaries ,  are i 

High  Rock  Lakei   The  description  of  this  area  in  the  EIS  makes  it  clear  that 
"the  large  Biae  of  High  Rock  Lake  ensures  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude",  and  "two-thirds  of  the  WSA  is  free  of  man-made  features"]  the 
Braall  14,000  acre  boundary  suggested  by  the  BLM  is  clearly  not  enough.   In 
order  to  protect  the  rimrock  plateaus,  basalt  formations  and  Fly  Canyon,  and 
to  ensure  the  integrity  of  the  wilderness  area,  we  believe  53,000  acres  should 
be  the  mlmlmum  wilderness  designation. 

South  Jackson  Range i   In  order  to  preserve  the  riparian  habitat ,  ensure 
protection  of  the  prime  native  trout  fishery,  and  to  malntian  the  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  we  urge  a  25,000  acre 
boundary. 
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Mr.  Frank  Shields 
December  13,  1983 
Page  Two 


Pahute  Peak:   In  addition  to 


unueual  geologic  format  ions ,  op port unit  ies 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation,  superb  views,  and  historic  attributes 
mentioned  in  the  BLM  study,  Pahute  Peak  is  now  noted  aa  prime  habitat  for 
uncommon  desert  birds,  grouse,  and  chukar.   These  wilderness  values  would 
best  be  preserved  by  an  increased  wilderness  designation  of  40,000  acres. 

Little  Humboldt  River/North  Fork:   ThiB  area  is  noted  in  the  BLM  study  for 
outstanding  wilderness  qualities,  wildlife  habitat,  unusal  vegetation,  and 
archeologic  values.   However,  the  BLM  recommendation   of  8,900  deprives  this 
area  of  a  vital  primeval  buffer  zone.   We  urge  a  wilderness  designation  of 
30,000  acres. 


We  are  particularly  concerned  by  the  number  of  WSAs  --  with  obvious  wilderness 
attributes  —  which  were  not  recommended  for  wilderneBS  designation.   Areas 
which  should  be  designated  wildernesa,  along  with  a  description  of  their 
values ,  are  t 

North  Black  Rock  Range:   The  BLM  study  stateB  the  areas  allows  "for  good 
solitude  ...scenic  headwaters  and  interesting  geological  formations"  and  that 
recreation  and  solitude  opportunities  are  good ■   Man-made  features  are  minor . 
In  addition,  the  area  provides  excellent  wildlife  and  riparian  habitat,  and 
partially  adjoins  a  Lahontan  trout  natural  area.   It  is  very  suitable  for 
wilderness,  and  we  urge  a  designation  of  25,000  acres. 

North  Jackson  Mountain:   The  BLM  report  notes  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  recreation,  special  geologic  features,  and  extensive 
riparian  habitat.   By  this  description  alone,  the  area  is  well  suited  to 
wilderness,  and  we  urge  a  designation  of  15,000  acres- 
China  Mountains;   This  area  haB  "outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude... 
(and)  recreation  attractions  center  on  the  exceptionally  Bcenlc  China  Mountain 
plateau..."   Man-made  imprints  are  negligible,  especially  in  the  heart  of 
the  area.   Wilderness  1b  the  only  logical  designation  for  the  Mountains,  and 
we  urge  8 ,900  acres  be  deaignated ■ 

Poodle  Mountain:   The  BLM  report  notes  a  "significant"  number  of  developments, 

but  falls  to  mention  that  this  land  contains  the  beBt  herds  of  antelope 

In  any  of  the  WSAb  and  1b  an  important  wild  horse  habitat.   In  addition,  the 

Juniper  forestB   provide  excellent  screening  for  solitude,  and  the  area  containB 

portion  of  the  Noble  Trail  (1852).   We  urge  wilderness  designation  of 

87,900  acreB. 

Fox  Range i   This  area  has  been  cited  for  routing  of  the  DeBert  National 
Trail,  and  1b  very  accessible  to  residents  of  Reno  and  Sparks  despite  its 
apparent  remoteness.   The  views,  the  wildlife  habitat,  the  prehistoric  siteB, 
and  the  recreation  opportunities  make  this  a  logical  wilderness  area ,  and 
we  urge  23,000  acres. 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 
December  13,  1983 
Page  Three 


Augusta  Mountains:   "The  Augusta  Mountain  Range  itself  is  virtually  free 
of  Intrusions",  wildlife  (including  the  somewhat  rare  bob-cat)  and  threatened 
plantB  are  found,  and  the  area  is  an  important  fossil  site.   Combined  with 
recreation  opportunities,  this  makes  Augusta  Mountains  a  prime  candidate 
for  wilderness  and  we  urge  that  8,900  acres  be  designated. 

It  is  imperative  that  the  BLM  move  now,  while  there  Is  still  the  opportunity, 
to   fulfill  Its  mandate  and  protect  the  natural  resources  of  Nevada.   We  urge 
the  Wlnnemucca  District  to  reconsider  its  very  limited  wilderness  proposal, 
and  to  recommend  the  additional  and  expanded  areas  listed  in  thlB  response 
for  wilderness  designation  In  the  Final  EIS.   In  no  other  way  can  the  BLM 
respond  fully  to  the  requirements  of  Section  603  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy 
and  Management  Act . 


Sincerely , 


M£. 


Patricia  Hedge 

Regional  Director,  California-Nevada 
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Tha  prallalnary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Mountains-019  hai  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  valuea  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area,   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  aouthera 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  valuea.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  met a  1 
deposit.   Through  thlB  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probabi 1 lty  of  proving  a  valid  dl scovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development .   BaBed  on  thia  new  documented 
precious  metal  mine  rail zat Ion  ,  manages bl 11 ty  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdings  and  the  loaa  of  wLlderneaa  values,  this  unit  haa  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  cona ideratlon . 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  a  ad  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  Is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  aouthweet  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  USA.   The 
1 1 mi  ted  ac  reage  under  the  Mr"?  II  Recommendation  a lte r native  raises  aer loua 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good ,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doe a  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  conaldered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  eosure  a 
visitor's  laolatlon  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  alnce  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAB  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
f rom  the  north  would  be  ma lntalned  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  slso 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 


Though  High  Sock  Lake  WSA,  aa  a  whole,  poaaeaaea  outatanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   ThiB  ares  includes  such 
features  aa  High  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  thia  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


^un!!^00/""  '■""-1"""'  "commended  for  wilderness  1„  the  South  J.ck.on 
Mountain,  focuse.  on  the  very  hlghe.t  wilderness  value.  In  the  WSA.   It 
include,  the  rugged  upper  elev.tlon.  Including  maje.tlc  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  head,  of  .11  major  drain.,,,  where  the  hlghe.t  wilderness  v.lue.  a  e    It 
substsntl.lly  reduce,  the  .mount  of  high  to  moderate  .Iner.l  potent,.!  .no 
moderate  geothermsl  and  oil  and  ga.  potential.   To  expand  the  are.  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wild.rne.a  con.lder.bly ,  particularly  .oUtud.  and 
naturalness,  and  cau.e  .lgnlflc.nt  manageability  concern,  from  off-road 
vehicle  u.e  on  approximately  3.000  acre,  and  several  active  fining  area. 


The  .re.  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  h..  K 
-odlfled  to  the  Wilderne.s  Emphasis  sltern.tlv.  of  25  200  acre.    within  ih", 
«rea  are  the  hlghe.t  wilderne.s  v.lue.   oreateat  rjr..rf    , 

The  8,900  acre,  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
tlio  wl  l.luriiunii  valuea  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  thia 
area  I.  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
'.lie  surrounding  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  it.   Once 
you  leave  Che  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  into  sagebrush  type  which 
la  typical  or  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicle..   It  would  bo  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  If 
the  urea  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpo.e  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  Is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  devaluation  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  .rea..  analyzed  public  comment,  fro.  the  »r.ft 
EIS  «„d  consider  the  preferred  .lternatlve  for  the.e  11  areas  proper.   The 
•even  preliminarily  recommended  are.,  represent  the  be.t  wlld.rn,..  qu.llty 
areas  the  district  ha.  to  offer. 
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The  Evergreen  State  College 

December  16,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 

Wlnnemucca  District 

U.S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

705  E.  4th  Street 

Wlnnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields, 

As  an  educator  ulth  a  strong  commitment  to  teaching  natural  history  In  the 
wilder  parts  of  the  American  West,  as  a  scientist  Interested  In  understanding 
natural  communities,  and  as  a  citizen  concerned  ulth  the  care  and  preservation 
of  our  Public  Lands,  I  write  to  urge  you  to  consider  favorably  the  proposals 
now  before  you  to  move  in  the  direction  of  wilderness  status  for  U  parcels  In 
the  District  you  manage. 

Last  August,  a  colleague  and  I  had  the  great  pleasure  of  being  guided 
through  parts  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  vicinity  by  two  very  competent 
BLM  personnel.   Prior  to  and  following  the  actual  tour,  we  travelled  through 
other  areas  being  considered  for  wilderness  status. 

On  our  way  from  southeastern  Oregon  to  Gerlach,  we  saw  much  of  the  proposed 
Qulnn  River  Wilderness  Including  the  spectacular  clenlga  that  (on  21  August) 
held  large  numbers  of  migrating  and  resident  shoreblrds.   Clearly,  this  cieniga 
Is  a  unique  and  ecologically  important  feature  that  needs  preservation.   We  saw 
more  Golden  Eagles  per  mile  in  the  area  between  route  8A  and  Sulphur  than  1  have 
seen  in  a  decade.   As  you  know,  this  species  is  dependent  on  natural  productivity 
for  success  in  areas  of  the  West  that  are  threatened  with  reduced  productivity 
as  a  result  of  various  kinds  of  development  and  grazing  abuse. 

The  next  day  we  drove  north  from  Gerlach.  The  Calico  Mountains  were  on  our 
left.  1  understand  the  proposed  58,000  acre  wilderness  site  there  includes  some 
30  perennial  springs  and  the  Important  Donnelly  Creek. 

We  hiked  up  Box  Canyon  later  In  the  day.   There  we  saw  a  Golden  Eagle, 
and  listened  to  a  Canyon  Wren  sing.   1  was  impressed  with  the  spectacular 
geology  and  the  presence  — in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  canyon— of  strong  stands 
of  perennial  bunchgrasses  that  have  been  protected  by  Jumbled  rockslides  lower 
In  the  canyon. 

In  Fly  Canyon  we  saw  even  more  spectacular  geology  and  heard  some  of  the 
rich  history  of  the  area,  including  its  role  in  19th  century  emigration. 
Several  of  my  friends,  after  viewing  slides  I  took  In  Fly  Canyon,  were  reluctant 
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to  believe  a  place  ol  such  beauty  was  still  "undiscovered"  and  only  marginally 

protected.   1  was  impressed  with  the  canyon  and  the  beautiful  approach  to  It. 

On  the  route  we  stopped  to  look  at  the  public  part  of  the  hot  creek  that 
upports  populations  of  the  apparently  endangered  fish  Rhynlcthes  arctos 
hese  features  are,  1  understand,  part  of  the  proposed  High  Rock  Lake  Wilder- 
rtalnly  this  area  deserves  the  most  serious  protection.   As  the  sun 

set  at  our  campsite  that  evening,  a  Prairie  Falcon  flew  over,  Its  underside 

catching  the  last  of  the  direct  light. 

We  spent  23  August  looking  at  parts  of  the  Applegate  and  other  immigrant 
trails,  and  hiking  up  Clapper  Creek  to  the  spring  that  feeds  it  (unfortunately 
the  spring  had  been  damaged  by  feral  horses).   From  there  we  had  a  beautiful 
and  very  wide  view  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  before  we  hiked  back  to  the 
vehicles  along  a  drainage  south  of  Clapper  Creek.   We  could  see  "Fremont's 
Castle"  as  we  dropped  down  into  the  small  creek  that  flowed  through 
beautifully  eroded  gray  and  green  clays.   It  was  another  fine  area  that  would 
benefit  remarkably  from  wilderness  status. 

We  looked  at  more  fine  Public  Lands  as  we  drove  back  north  the  following 
day    I  know  that  some  of  the  area  now  in  candidacy  for  wilderness  may  not  be 
comparable  in  pristine  character  or  other  characteristics  to  high  altitude 
Wilderness  Areas  in  the  Sierras  or  Rockies;  certainly  much  of  It  is,  and  much 
of  it  Is  more  remote,  and  clearly  better  supplied  with  solitude  than  some 
already  designated  areas. 

As  we  move  toward  the  21st  century,  these  areas  become  Increasingly 
important  at  an  increasing  rate.   I  urge  you  to  engage  courageous  foresight 
as  you  make  decisions  in  this  case.   1  urge  you  to  move  as  many  of  these 
priceless  acres  as  possible  toward  permanent  preservation  as  Wilderness  Areas. 


Thank  you  very  much 


Sincerely, 


Steven  G.  Herman,  Ph.D. 

Member  of  Che  Faculty  (Biology) 
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Robert  W.    Lawton 

P.O.    Box   511* 

Crass  Valley,    OA     959<*5 

December  14,    1983 


Mr.    Prank  Shields 
District   Manager 
Bureau  of  Land   Management 
Wlnnemucoa,    Nevada 


Dear  Sir, 


Black  Hock  Desert 


Please  use  your  Influence  to  make  certalnthat  none  of  the  Black 
Hock  Desert  Is  closed  to  recreational  rockhoundlng. 

We  are  particularly  concerned  that  these  following  areas  may  be 

closedi 

621  -  Pahute  Peak 
007  -  High  Hook  Lake 
019  -  Calico  Mountains 

622  -  North  Black  Hook  Bange 

For  years  we  have  Bade  oocaslonal  trips  to  the  Black  Book  Desert 
to  enjoy  Its  open  space  and  the  freedoa  to  roam  In  any  direction, 
with  always  the  possibility  of  finding  sons  Interesting  rocks  to 
cut  and  polish. 

We  see  no  reason  why  any  of  this  desert  should  be  restricted  or 
closed  to  our  harmless  recreational  use. 

Tours— truly, 


Baaed  on  the  best  information  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  several  rockhounds, 
areas  of  known  or  suspected  use  >iy  rockhounds  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  in  the  areas  prellml os ri ly  recommended  for  wilderness.   To  the 
esst  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areas  were  included,  accesa  will  remain 
open.   The  Calico  Hountalns-01 9  and  North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are  not 
included  in  the  preliminarily  recommended  areas. 
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-rar:K    -ihii   Ida,     -astrict   .inna^er 
.  ,  ~.     ;urfc-.ii    of  Ix.nd  ;.;nnstement 
705   c.    4th    street 
■.iiu.e.-ueca ,    Jev. 

^e>.r   .ir.    Jhielda: 

Citizen  Alert  wiahea    to   go    on   rocora    ..itn    liiu    iullu..ii.,. 
comments  and   propoaale   for  wlldernees   an. tua   for   |i.;,llc   lu..j.t 
in    the   ..inneroucca  Dletrlot. 

s'irst,   v.-e    commend    the    District   SL-i    i'i  r   i:.«n  1 1 1";  in.     acme 
nine   oreaa    in   thia  northwestern   region   of    the    ire'it    jt^ain 
aa  mooting   the    criteria   for  wilderness    study   ureas  una 
recommending   euch  a  designation  aa    the   (referred   id  term  tl  .-«. 

ihe    pro;oued    iuinn   River   iVlldernesa    o:     tht    -If  ct   ..out 
ueaert   la   especially   reeaaurlng^tho t  rtaouroeu  *ith   algnil- 
icant  wildlife,    geologioal,    archaeological    ami    eathrjtlo 
valuea   will    us   protected  for   coming  ger.eri:  ttoria    to     ;nJoy 
and    learn   from.    Ahe   river  and  marah   provioe   a  significant 
r.abitat   for  blrdB  and   aquatlo   animela,    ana    the    bed  of 
ancient   Lake  Lahontan    is    believed    to    contain    f  06  til     tret  a- 
urera    of    the    pre-Ioe   Age. 

Jlue  L^kes  and   Alder  Creek  in   the   .  ine  toreut  han^e  aiao 
have   speoial    wildlife  and    soenia    importance,    ±'he    U'o   proposus 
iVSAa  might  well    be    combined    for   oetter  :a!.na<-';.ner.  t  and    pro- 
tection  of    the   lakes,   mountain  meadows  nnd    ci miter   forests. 

Calico   fountains   with    ita   population    of    antelope    and    ueir, 
1  ta    springs   and    riparian   rsaourcea,    ar.i    ita   petrified    treer 
and    unusual   eeologic   formations    certainly  merits  your   re- 
com-nendotl  on. 

,.e  also   support  your   reoommenda tion    for  ...cunt   limbo,    whoue 
volcanic    rldpe    provides   a   firat-class   cnaiJupje    tc    rock 
climbera  and    an   outstanding  view   of   the   desert  oelcw.    ita 
springs   and  aspen  groves    support  a   vrieti    ol   wilolii'e   aiw 
provide  a   haven  for   outdoor-oriented   families. 

*i  parlicipalion  lor  democralic  decisions  on  Issues  thai  alfecl  our  liws  Nonpruln  —  lax  deductible 
PnnlBd  On  100%  Recycled  Papet 
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hs  also    oommend   the    tfinnemuoca  District  for   delineating  areas   on 
the  Morth  Jfork  of   the  little   Humboldt,    at   High   doot  lake   and   Pahute 
Peak  where  wilderness   is    reoommendod   as    the   preferred   roaouroe  man- 
agement  alternative. 

However,   we   fesl    the  wilderness   oonoept  would  be   significantly 
enhanoed   by  enlarging    the   proposed   USAs.    The   plateaus   surrounding 
tha  18-mlle-long  oanyon  of   the  Little  Humboldt   should    ba    lnoluded, 
inoreaslng   the  aoreage  from   8,900   to   30,000.    This  would  provide 
setter   boundaries   protecting   this    trout   fishery,    the  eagle   population 
and    the  plant  llfs. 

Similarly,    we   feel    the   High  Book  Lake   area   should   be   expanded   to 
62,000   aorss    to  again   take   in   the  plateaus  which  feature  unusual 
igneous  rook  formations.    This   is  a  very  spsolal  plaoe  with  ita  beaut- 
iful lake  and  narrow  spsotaoular   chasm, 

Fahute  Peak  would  seem  eopsolally  deserving   of  mors  liberal 
boundaries.    We  urge  an  expansion    to  40,000  aorss   In  view   of   its 
surprisingly  varied  wildlife  -   oougar,   antelope,    deer,   kit  fox, 
ohukar,    sage   grouss  and  non-gams  deaert  Birds.    The  area,   with  its 
geothermal    springs,    natural  arohes  and   voloanio   geology,    has   seen 
rightly  identified   for  Wai   status. 

In  tlew   of  our    increasing  population  and   svsr  larger  number   of 
tourists  whioh  will  put  sver  greater  pressure   on   our  reoreational 
resouroee,   we  urge   the  BLM  to   reoonalder  North  dleok  Book  Bange  and 
North   Jaokson  Mountain   for  wilderness  reoommenda tion.    The   wildlife, 
rugged   oanyons,    trout   streams   and  wild  beauty  certainly  merit  suoh 
a   designation. 

In  addition,    and   for    the   same   reasons  we  would  like  to   see  China 
Mountains,    Poodle  Mountain,    Fox  Bangs  and  Augusta  Mountains  be 
recommended   for  wilderness  emphasis. 

Sinoerely, 

Bill   Vinoent 

Box  1681 

Las   Vegas,    NV  89101 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  or,  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  support 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  consents  made  during  the  public  comment  period   It 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  email  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  la  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wllderneaa  and  Wllderneaa 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wllderneaa  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  HEP  II  Recommendation  alternative  ralaes  aerloua 
doubt  aa  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contaloa  good,  but  do  spectacular  oceoory  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  ltaelf  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lake.)  Ita  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor  s  Isolation  from  outside  lnfluencea  on  solitude  and  reatrlcta  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recrestlon. 

Ho   Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakea  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reaervolr 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  aouth  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  uae  during  the  hunting  season. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Mountalns-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  aa  stated  In  the  Drsft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  value,  at  stake,  public  aupport  snd 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  coo.lder.bl. 
ln.or.at  on  ha.  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Mineral. 
Company  hae   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  snd 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.   has 
begun  new  explosion  activities  on  a  large  cl.lm  block  within  the  southern 
por  Ion  of  the  WiA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit    Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plan,  to  develop 
these  claioa  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
prec  ous  mcta   mineralization,  manageability  problem,  related  to  these  mineral 
.nholdlnga  and  the  losa  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  ha.  beeo  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 
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relimlnarlly    recommended   suitable    contain    the    highly    acenlc 
a    and    gorge  of   the    North   Fork  of    the    Little    Humboldt   where 
lues    and    features    are   concentrated.       The    boundary   of    this 

and    manageable.      An  unusual    feature    of    this   waterway    la    that 
urralo    slopea    away    from    the    canyon    rim,    not    into    it.       Once 
e.llatu    vicinity    of    the    rlia,    you    are    into    sagebrush    type    which 

rolling,    surrounding  area    easily    accessible    to   off-road 
Id    he    very   difficult    to  establish   a   manageable    boundary    if 
aniied    to    30,000   acres    for    the    purpoae    of    eatabllahlng   a 

is    forbidden    by    the  Wllderneaa  Management    Policy. 


Though   High  Rock  Lake  WSA,   a.   a  whole,    posse.. a.   outstanding  opportunities   for 
solitude,    primitive   and   unconflned    recreation,    not   every  acre  does.      The 
14.000    acres    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    represent    the  are.    wtiere 
the    highest    wllderneaa    values    are    concentrated.      This   area    Includes    such 
features    ss    High  Rock    Lake,    Ply   Canyon,    Including    the    "Potholea"   and   dam  and 
Box    Canyon.      The  area   also  contains    areas    of   moderate  mineral    potential    and 
great    care    was    taken    to  delineate    a    boundary   for    the    preliminary 
recommendation  which  would    permit    the   development    of    most   of    this   potential 
while    still    maximizing   protection  of    the    wilderness    values. 


The    area   preliminarily    recommended    suitable    in   the    Pahute    Peak  WSA  has    been 
modified    to   the   Wllderneaa   Emphasis   alternative    of    25,200   acres.      Within    this 
area   are    the   highest    wllderneBS    values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
sod    least    manageability   coocerns.      To  expand    the   ares    to   40,000  acres   would 
grestly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    seversl 
active    rockhoundlng  areas.    Include    approximately    11,000  acres   easily 
accessible    to  off-rosd    vehicles    and    result    In    severe    manageability    concerns. 


Bureau    personnel    have    completed  a    thorough  devaluation   of    available 
information  concerning    these    areas,    snalyzed    public    comments    from   the    Draft 
EIS    and    consider    the    preferred    slternatlve   for    these    11   areaa    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recommended    areas    represent    the    best   wilderness    qusllty 
areas    the   dlatrlct    haa    to    offer. 
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MOTHER  LODE  MINERAL  SOCIETY 

::    MODESTO,  CALIFORNIA    :: 


December   15.    19*13 
P.O.    Box    126J 
foodesto,    CA      95351 


inr.    Frank  Jhiuldu 
BLM   District  fiianarer 
705  E.    Fourth  :;t. 
rtinnemucca,    MV      8yV+5 


Ue 


I/.: 


ir   Mr. 


■  hi  I!  1(1: 


.11.    Co  I  I 


I      I  i  k  I 

■c  t  i  rv 


Lo    ill' 
:>reail 


'.(;   you    to    help  s;.vi-    our 
fl  om    becoming "W  i  l<li;r'ii<: 


Islaek    lluck 
.:;    Areiiii"  . 


These   art:   rood   areas    for   collecting   lihl'ill  tn.au    upute:   ..rid 
jasper,    petrified   wood,    geodes   and   many   other    i  n  teres  ti  nr 
rocks.      There   are    only    two   seasons    that   are   safe'  to   enter 
many    of    these   areas--    in    the    fall   before    the    rains,    and    in 
late    sprinc   after    the  mud   has    dried   enough    to   drive   throufill . 
In    the   wintertime    it's    too   muddy   and    in  mid-summer    it's    too 
hot.      Juch    limited   use    couldn't  hurt   the   environment. 
Mease.    NO  WILDERNESS  area   for    the    following 
area    oil—Chris tmas   agate   4    jasperi    petrified   wood 
area   007--HiRh   Rock   Lake 

area   622--North   Black  Kock  Range 
area    019--Calico   Mountains 


We  are    recreational    collectors   and    1 
;.    fine    collecting  area   abandoned. 


would    hate    to 


J  i  rice  rely  , 


(Mrs)    Kosemarie    Youn<' 
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by    several    rockhouoda. 


Based   on    the    best    Information   provided    to   the    Bure__ 

area,    of    known   or    suspected   use    by    rockhounds    were    eliminated    by    boundary 
adjustments    in    the   areas    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness.      To    the 
east   of    Pahut.    Peak-621,    where   .»«   area,    were    Included,    access    will    regain 
open        The    Calico  Mountains-019   and    North    Black    Rock    Range-622  are    not 
Included    In    the    preliminarily    recommended    areas. 


I 


720  Brookfield  Drive 
Reno,  Nevada   8  950  3 
December  17,  1983 


Prank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV   89445 

Dear  Frank: 

DistrIc?nDra?t  E?s  ^  fPP^tunity  to  comment  on  the  Winnemucca 
?-.  »   m      I.  IS  and  Bllderness  Recommendations.   since  I  cams 

to  Nevada  24  years  ago,  I  have  spent  many  wonderful  days  in  a 
large  number  of  the  Winnemucca  District  WSA ' s  and  consider  this 
portion  of  the  state  to  be  really  special.        consider  this 

174  inn  ^e  tOP  °f  thS  list  must  corae  the  Black  R°ck  Desert..   The 
174,300  acre  recommendation  includes  the  unique  Quinn  River  system 

/Sim Lar*0l??1CaVreS0MCeS  along^any  of  the  creeks 
Hnoandi    ™   're   '!e  that  SUCh  an  area  exists  s°  d°=e  to 
"  °  °d  "l      =°ntinues  to  exist  with  its  values  intact  under 
wilderness  designation.   I  am  looking  forward  to  floating  the 
river  and  venturing  forth  into  some  of  the  area  I  have  not  vet 
oTth^ f00t  "^h  «  "9ht  pack.   It  is  fortunate  that  the  part 

WSA   o  h!r   22.V..  heaVlly  USed  by  0RV'a  lies  °ut"de  the 
WSA,  so  there  should  be  very  little  real  conflict.   Also  no 
rational  opposition  to  wilderness  should  now  exist  since  the 
recommendation  follows  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  citizen 
advisory  panel  which  included  representatives  from  many  interests 
and  spent  several  days  coming  to  a  logical  decision. 

aUn  ™e  Black  R°ck  complex  includes  not  only  the  desert  itself  but 
?™      surrounding  mountain  units,  all  of  which  would  add 
immeasurably  to  the  national  wilderness  system.   Of  the  areas 
recommended  for  wilderness  by  the  BLM.   The  Calico  Mountains  are 

he^by'thrBLM0  3?f  S  eXCellent  "commendation  has  been  ma^" 
nere  by  the  BLM.   If  there  are  some  small  mining  conflicts  on 
the  periphery  of  the  WSA,  these  can  be  easily  deleted  withou? 
destroying  the  integrity  of  the  WSA  as  a  whole.   The  So^th  Jackson 

am  cT.d  ,ma:,eStlSKing  Lear  is  °ne  of  m*  favorite  areas   and  I 

am  glad  to  see  this  WSA  on  your  recommended  list  although  I  believe 

that  the  acreage  could  be  somewhat  larger. 
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Frank  Shields 
12/17/B3.   Page  2. 


Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  is  a  spectacular  primitive  recreational 
area— one  that  is  particularly  suited  to  traditional  Sierra-type 
backpacking  (with  far  fewer  people) .   I  support  entirely  this 
particular  recommendation.   I  also  support  the  inclusion  of  stark 
Mt .  Limbo.   When  I  first  climbed  it  twenty  years  ago,  I  was 
struck  by  the  marvelous  feeling  of  solitude--of  being  on  top  of 
the  world. 

Last  Memorial  Day  weekend  I  led  a  "Black  Rock  Car  Camp" 
trip,  and  we  spent  some  time  exploring  a  portion  of  the  Pahute 
Peak  WSA  on  foot.   Everyone  was  impressed  with  the  area — the 
abundance  of  water  and  riparian  places,  the  wildlife,  the  rock 
formations ,  and  the  beautiful  vistas.   Although  we  were  a  large 
party,  solitude  was  easy  to  come  by.   I  support  your  recommenda- 
tion here  but  ask  that  it  be  enlarged  slightly  to  approximately 
40,000  acres. 

I  have  also  hiked  many  tiroes  in  the  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  and 
was  shocked  that  you  recommended  only  14,000  acres  for  wilderness . 
I  believe  that  at  least  50,000  acres  qualifies,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  understand  why  this  was  cut  so  drastically.   Although  I  have 
not  been  in  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  area  (an 
omission  which  I  hope  to  remedy  this  year) ,  I  have  studied  the 
maps  and  feel  you  have  made  a  mistake  in  recommending  only  the 
canyon  itself ,  especially  when  there  is  a  large  acreage  of  rim- 
land  that  seems  to  be  unroaded .   I  therefore  request  that  you 
enlarge  this  recommendation  to  approximately  30,000  acres. 


The  most  glaring  omission  in  the  preferred  a 
the  North  Black  Rock  Range.   I  recently  took  a  tr 
and  was  impressed  by  the  spectacular  scenery,  the 
the  wildlife,  and  the  lack  of  conflicts  with  othe 
We  left  our  car  at  Way  one  which  is  just  an  overg 
During  the  three  day  weekend  we  only  saw  three  ve 
access  road .   I  was  surprised  at  the  wildness  of 
beauty,  and  the  opportunities  for  primitive  recre 
do  not  understand  why  this  area  was  omitted  when 
acres  does  qualify  for  wilderness .    The  other  se 
is  the  North  Jackson  Mountains—again  a  spectacul 
area .   It  should  be  possible  to  include  about  15 
wilderness  without  too  many  conflicts  with  mining 


lternative  is 
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Frank  Shields . 
12/17/83.   Page  3. 


I  have  also  hiked  in  the  Poodle  Mountain  and  Fox  Range  WSA's 
and  consider  part  of  each  worthy  of  wilderness  designation  as 
described  in  your  wilderness  emphasis  alternative.   Although  I 
have  not  been  in  either  the  China  Moutain  WSA  nor  the  Augusta 
Mountains,  I  have  read  the  information  in  the  DEIS  and  believe 
the  wilderness  emphasis  alternative  is  again  the  logical  choice. 

The  Winnemucca  District  is  to  be  contratulated  for  their  hard 
work,  studies,  and  recommendations  on  this  most  important  issue. 
Wilderness  is  a  resource  for  all  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  both  now  and  in  the  future.   Since  the  Winnemucca  District 
is  particularly  rich  in  areas  having  extraordinary  wilderness 
values,  it  is  important  that  these  values  be  recognized,  under- 
stood, and  preserved  as  part  of  our  national  heritage. 

Sincerely, 


MaI 


Marjodie  Sill 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-019  has  been  changed 
from  Qui  table  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information .   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
Information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  la  the  ares.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precloue  metal  and  uranium  deposits,   Per  ret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preltainary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposl t.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Rased  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdings  and  the  losa  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wllderneBa  consideration. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  bee 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.  The  sui 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  inlt  1 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  commenta  made  during  the  public  c 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderne 
alternative.  Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  priva 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  a 
Emphasis  would  seriously  comproml Be  the  wilderness  qualitle 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommendation  alternative 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contalna  good ,  but  no  spectacular  scene ry  snd  does 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself 
Blue  Lakes)  itB  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequa 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and 
usable  Bpace  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 
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No  Wilderness  would  elialnste  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  lesds  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  aal ntalned  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   ThiB  would  also 
ellal nate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  campl ng  around  the  reaervoi  r ,  especial ly 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 


The  area  preltaiaarl ly  recoaaended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
aodified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
aod  least  aanageabillty  concern*.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhounding  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  aod  result  in  severe  aanageabillty  concerns. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  aa  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportuni tie.  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lske ,  Ply  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  da»  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  alao  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  pemlt  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  f*,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
und  lugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
Kins   wt  Id e mean  va  Iuch  and  ieatures  art  concent  rated  .   The  boundary  of  this 
area  In  definable  find  manageable.   An  unusua 1  feature  of  this  waterway  1  s  that 
the  Surround! us;  tm'r.iln  stupes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
you  leave  the  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  rlui,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
I  ji  typica  I  of  :!«■  roll  Ing ,  surrounding  area  caul  ly  accessible  to  of  f  -road 
vehicles.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  1h  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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2252  Soda  Lake  Road 
Fallon,  Hv  89*06 
December  18,  1983 


Prank  Bhlelcia,  Diet.  Mgr. 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  5aat  Fourth  St. 
tfinnemucca,  Hv  89**5 

Dear  Mr.  8hielda: 

In  the  past  20  years  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  and 
ability  to  explore  areas  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  Blue 
Lakes,  High  Rock  Lake,  Pahute  Peak  along  with  many  other 
enjoyable  and  outstanding  areas  In  your  District. 

After  studying  the  Draft  EIS  on  the  numerous  WSA's  I  wish 
to  add  my  support  to  the  BLM's  Preferred  Alternative  for 
the  Black  Rook  Desert,  Oalloo  Mountains,  Blue' Lakes,  and 
Mt.  Limbo,  and  for  the  expansion  of  BLM  a  Preferred  Alter- 
native for  High  Rock  Lake,  South  Jaokeon,  Pahute  Peak  and 
Horth  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River. 


The  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  of  China  Ht. 
Mt.,  Fox  Range  and  Augusta  Mts  I  also  support. 


Poodle 


Two  areas  not  recommended  by  the  BLM,  Horth  Black  Bock 
Range  and  North  Jaokson  Mts,  have  outstanding  areas  amd 
wilderness  qualities  that  should  oertainly  be  considered 
for  lnoluslon  In  the  Wilderness  system. 

life,  In  Nevada,  are  so  lucky  to  have  euch  marvelous  areas 
In  which  to  'get  away  from  It  all'.   Let's  not  lose  thsm 
for  lack  of  foresight  or  for  the  questionable  small 
monetary  value  %±%t   available  to  only  a  very  few  persons. 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  has  been  changed  f roa 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period ,  it 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  uoit,  No  Wl ldern ess  is  the  beat 
alter native.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Eaphasl s  would  seriously  com promt  se  the  wl Id erne us  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
1  1 sited  ac  re age  under  the  MKP  11  Recommend at  ion  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes .   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  Isolation  f  rom  out aide  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
ussble  space  for  primitive  and  unconf ined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  el  I ml  Date  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  ReBervolr.   This  would  also 
el  loins te  the  d 1  a  placement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir ,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  Beason. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  ao  a  whole,  poasesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  prinitive  and  uocoDfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acrea  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  whera 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon,   The  area  also  contains  areas  nf  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 
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The    10,300   ac.ea    prellminarl ly    recommended    for   wilderness    In   the   South   Jackson 
Mountains    focusea    on    the   very   highest   wlldernes.   values    In    the   USA        It 
Includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    Including  majestic    King    Lear    Peak      and 
the    heads   of    all    major    drainage,   vhere    the   highest    wilderness    values   are.       It 
substantially    reduce,    the   amount    of    high   to  moderate    .lneral    potential    and 
moderate   geothermal    and    oil    and    gaa    potential.      To   expand    the  area    would    tend 
to    lower    the    quality    of    wilderness   conalderably ,    particularly    solitude   and 
naturalness,    and   cause    .lgnlflcant    manageability    concerns    from  off-road 
vehicle   use  on  approximately    3,000  acres   and    several    active   mining  area. 


The    area    prell.inarl ly    reco««ended    suitable    In    the    Pahute    Peak  USA   has    been 
modified    to    the  Wilderness    Emphasis    alternative   of    25,200    seres        Within    thl. 
area    are    the    highest    wllderne.s    valuea,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least   manageability   concerns.      To  expand    the   area    to    40,000  acre,  would 
greatly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    Beveral 
•ctlve    rockhoundlng   areas,    include   approximately    11,000    acres    easily 
accessible   to  off-road    vehicles    and    result    In   severe   manageability    concern. 


The 

and 


900  acres    preliminarily    recommended    suitable   contain    the   highly   scenic 
ifiged    canyons   and    gorge    of    the   North    Fork    of    the    Little    Humboldt    where 
.Jerness    values    and    features    are   concentrated.       The    boundary   of    thla 
»   definable   and    manageable.      An   unusual    future   of    this    waterway    Is    that 
[rounding    terrain    slopes    away    from    the    c.lnyon    rim,     not    Into    it         Once 
■    the    Immediate    vicinity    of    the    rim,    yuu   are    into    sagebrush    type   which 
1    or     :|,e    rolling,    surrounding   area    easily    accessible    to   off-road 

It    would    he    very    difficult    to   establish   „    manageable    boundary    if 
were    expanded    to    30,000   acres    for    the    purpose    or    establishing   a 
■ne   which    Is    forbidden    by    the   Wilderness   Management    Policy 


"frr:a?i:r:::Lr;r„gct„eps1r:re:.th:ri8h  r-.—- «  -"•«- 

OI   and    consider    the      referred         tern!      vf  ^th''   ".T""    '™   ""   "^ 
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December  19,  1983 


Frank  Shields 
BLM  District  Manager 
705  E,  Fourth  St. 
Winnemucca,  Nevada   89445 

Dear  Sir: 

Last  spring  I  had  the  good  fortune  of  walking  in 
the  Calico  Mountains  for  two  days.   Visiting  the 
Calicos  reinforced  my  belief  that  Americans  today 
are  truly  fortunate  in  still  being  able  to  experienc 
"n;Jc"ed   unlittered  areas  rauch  as  our  forefathers 
did.   With  our  good  fortune  though,  I  feel  is  an 
ations*10"  t0  protect  these  areas  for  future  gener- 

I  support  all  the  recommended  wilderness  areas  in 
your  district,  I  only  regret  that  so  many  other  of 
Nevada's  beautiful  areas  have  been  spoiled  by  the 
careless,  thoughtless  few  who  rape  our  public  lands. 

Let  us  protect  these  few  remaining  unspoiled  areas 
by  designating  them  wilderness  areas. 

With  best  regards, 

Brent  Boyer 

P.O.  Box  414 

Reno,  Nevada   89504 
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Da  camber-    17,    1983 

Doug   Hansen 

3050   Coyote    Creek   Rd. 

Wolf   Creak,    OR      9749? 

Frank   Shields,    District   Manager 
Bureau   of    Land   Management 
705    E.    4th   St. 
Winnemucca,    NV      89445 

Dear  Mr.    Shields: 

I   am  writing    in   orrtar   to   comment    on   the    BLM's    wilderness 
recommendations    In   the   Winnemucca    District.      Although   the 
Preferred   Alternative    has    many    good   wilderness    recommendations, 
1    believe    that    many    significant    areas    were      not    recommended, 
and    some    that    were    recommended    need    to    be    expanded. 

In   Pershing   County,    the  Augusta  Mountains   Wilderness    Study 
Area    (WSA)    should   be    recommended.       It's    many   fossils,    particularly 
from  the    later   eoichs    of    geoloeical    history,    make    it   an 
archaeologist*    paradise.       In   the    sama    county,    the    China   Mountains 
WSA   should    be    added.       It's    short    trails   and    several    species    of 
trout    make    it    a    orime   area    for   recreational    use. 

In   the   Smoke   Creek   Desert,    another  a--ea   with   major   recreational 
importance    that    should    ba    added    is    the    Fox   Range   WSA,    located 
within  «asy   driving   distance    of    northeastern   Nevada's    major 
population   centers.      Also    in   this    desert,    there    Is    the   Poodle 
mountain   WSA,    which   should    be   recommended    becausa   of    it's 
Importance   as    habitat    for  mustangs    and    pronghorn   antelope. 

The   Isolated  Little   Humbolt  River/North  Fork  WSA  deserves 
recommendation    because    of    the   magnificent    long   canvon    of    the 
Little    Humboldt    River,   which    Is    prime    bird-of-prey    habitat. 

The    Black   Rock   Desert    area    has    many   areas    which   should    be 
added   to  the  wilderness    recommendations   or  have   their  recommended 
acreage   expanded.      The   two  that   should   be   added  are   the  North 
Jackson  Mountains    WSA  and    North    Black  Rock   Range   WSA.      North 
Jackson    is    Important    habitat    for   dear  and    trout,    and    it's    many 
caves    are   a    spelunker's    dream.      North   Black   Rock   contains   a 
very  wide    array    of   wildlife,    and    haB    good   recreational    potential 
for   climbing. 

The    3    Black   Rock   Desert   Areas    that    need    expansion   are    tha 


2 
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South  Jackson  Ranee,  Pahute  Peak,  and  High  Rock  Lake  WSA ' s . 
South  Jackson  has  trout  habitat  of  major  importance.   Pahute 
Peak  has  such  unusual  features  as  hot  springs  and  natural  arches, 
as  well  as  being  an  Important  area  for  rare  birds.   High  Rock 
Lake  has  an  extremely  rare  formation  of  columnar  basalt. 
Practically  the  only  other  ocrurKnce  of  this  kind  of  formation 
in  North  America  was  preserved  as  a  National  Mouniiment-Devil '  s 
Postpile  In  California. 

In  closing,  I  would  ilka  to  point  out  that  with  the  addition 
of  the  new  or  expanded  areass  I  have  mentioned  above,  the  total 
amount  of  wilderness  in  the  District  would  amount  to  less  than 
7%  of  the  district's  total  area.   In  addition,  none  of  the  areas 
have  proven  mineral  reserves  of  any  type,  and  in  any  case, 
each  area  recommended  for  wilderness  would  h*ve  to  have  a 
through  mineral  survey  done  by  the  U.S.TG.S. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Doug  Hansen 
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Bureau   personnel  have  completed  a   thorough   reevaluatlon  of  available 
Information   concerning    these   areaa,    analyzed    public    comments    from    the   Draft 
EIS    and    consider   the    preferred    alternative    for    these    11   areas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recommended    areas    represent    the    best   wilderness    quality 
areas    the  district   has    to  offer. 


The    10,300  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for   wilderness    In   the    South   Jackaon 
Mountains    focuses  on   the    very   highest    wilderness    valuea    lo   the   WSA.      It 
Includes   the    rugged    upper   elevations    Including  oajeatlc    King   Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heads  of    all    major    drainages    where    the    highest    wilderness    values    are.       It 
substantially    reducee    the    amount    of    high   to    moderate   mineral    potential    and 
moderate  geothermal   and    oil    and    gas    potential.      To  expand    the   area   would    tend 
to   lower    the    quality   of    wilderness   considerably,    particularly   solitude   and 
naturalness,    and    cause    significant    manageability    concerns    from  off-road 
vehicle   use   on  approximately    3,000  acrea   and    several    active  mining    areaa. 

The  area   preliminarily   recommended   suitable   lo   the   Pahute   Peak  USA  has   been 
modified    to   the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative   of    25,200  scree.      Within   thi. 
area   are    the   highest    wilderness    valuea,    greatest    recreational    opportunl t lea 
and    least   manageability  concerns.      To   expand    the    area    to    40,000  acrea   would 
greatly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    several 
active    rockhoundlng    areas.    Include   approximately    11,000   acres   easily 
acceaalble   to  off-road    vehicles    and    result    in   severe   manageability   concerns. 


Though   Ulgh  Sock   Lake  WSA,    as    a    whole,    possesses    outstanding    opportunl t 1 ea    for 
solitude,    primitive    and    uncooflned    recreation,    not    every   acre   doea.      The 
14,000    acres    preliminarily    recommended    for    wilderness    represent    the   area   where 
the   highest    wilderness   values    are    concentrated.      This    area    Includes    such 
features    ss  High  Rock  Lake,    Fly    Canyon,    including    the    "Potholes"   and    dam  and 
Box    Canyon.      The    area   also   contalna    areas   of  moderate  mineral    potential    end 
great    care   was    taken    to  delineate    a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation  wtilch  would    permit    the   development    of    moat    of    tola   potential 
while    still    maximizing    protection    of    the  wilderness    valuea. 


SHILOH    STATION 


20   Dec. 


Mr.    Frank  Shields 
District  Maaager 
Bureau   of  Land  Management 
?05  E.    Fourth  St. 
V/innemucca,    Nevada  89<t't5 

Dear   Frank: 

SUBJECT:   Comments  Wilderness  EIS; 


1983 


HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  (007) 
CALICO  MOUNTAINS  (019) 


I  have  not  seen  any  provision  is  these  plans  for  protection  of 
private  property  and  rights;  for  instance,  in  the  Calico  Mtn. 
situation,  your  boundary  comes  adjacent  to  some  of  my  land.   There 
is  no  provision  for  a  road  in  be  toveen,  and  since  it  will  be  illegal 
for  people  to  drive  on  wilderness  area,  you  will  be  forcing  vehicles 
in  that  area  to  trespass  on  property  owned  by  me  and  my  neighbors. 
The  same  applies  to  High  Rock  Lake  study  area,  where  I  have  two 
pieces  right  on  the  lake,  and  one  to  the  soutth.   That  is  where 
the  camping  will  be,  with  all  the  sewage,  garbage,  etc.   This  is 
a  fact  of  today,  and  it  will  be  accentuated  with  wilderness  designation. 

Also,  I  reject  the  support  for  theplans  from  conservationists  and 
emigrant  trail  people:   with  one  exception,  these  people  have 
trespassed  my  property,  left  garbage  and  worse,  without  any  permission. 

Except  for  the  Z   Nov.,  meeting  Gerlach,  I  have  attended  (or  my  wife 
Jo),  all  wilderness  meetings  in  Gerlach.   In  the  past  your  staff 
has  assured  me  that  I  would  be  able  to  fulfill  ALL  my  obligations 
I  have  with  My  Leadville  Allotment  Management  Plan,  with  specific 
reference  to  being  able  to  drive  irx/f  to  repair  fences,  work  on 
springs,  etc. 

There  is  a  gross  mistatement  in  the  Calico  Mtn.  Plan:   "Occasional 
Military  Flights".   What  happened  to  the  "Regular,  low-level 
military  fllghts"in  High  Rock  Lake  immediately  to  the  north  - 
do  they  abruptly  disappear  at  the  common  boundary?   With  the  high 
mineral  and  energy  potential  wilderness  designation  is  not  valid 
at  this  time. 

To  concluded,  I  oppose  the  wilderness  designation  for  the  above 
areas;  if  a  compromise  is  needed,  I  could  live  with  the  preferred 
alternative  for  HIGH  ROCK  LAKE,  for  the  northerly  1  If, 000  acres.   I 
do  believe  in  protection  for  the  general  areas,  but  I  feel  money 
should  be  spent  for  enforcement  of  exhlsting  laws  instead  of  more 
paper  reports,  however  professional  and  concise  as  in  this  case. 


ztfi  Respectfully, 


C^^J. 


* '  &*, 


FRED    E.  CHEZ 

P.O.  BOX  *0,  GEHLACH,  NEVADA  89418 
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Since  the  Calico  Mountains  are  not  recommended  for  wilderness,  the  Bureau  doeg 
net  anticipate  a  forced  trespass  situation  on  your  private  properties.   In  the 
case  of  High  Rock  Lake,  if  this  unit  la  designated  wilderness  by  Congress,  a 
detailed  management  plan  will  be  written.   The  concerns  you  have  expressed 
wi 11  be  given  full  cunaideratlon  In  thla  management  plan. 


The  Wilderness  Management  Policy  allows  for  the  "occasional  uae  of  motor 
2     vehicles,  motorized  equipment  or  mechanical  transport  .  .  .  where  practical 
alternatives  are  not  available."   Page  24. 


The  statements  have  been  revised  in  the  final  EIS. 


<p 
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Lahontan  Audubon  Society,  Inc. 

Post  Office  Box  2304 

Reno.  Nevada  89505 

(702)  329-8766 


December  15,   1983 

Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Vinnemucca  District  Office 
705  Eaet  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,   NV       69W5 

Dear  Mr.   Shields  i 

The  lahontan  Audubon  Society  strongly  and  officially  supports  the  concept 
of  Wilderness  for  portions  of  northern  Nevada.     We  feel  that  your  proceoe 
has  identified  those  areas  that  have  the  legal  requirements  and  special 
features  required  for  wilderness  in  Nevada.      In  addition,   we  Bake  the 
following  area  specific  comments. 

1.  Blue  lakes(020-600)  and  Alder  Creek(020-601).     Portions  of  the  area 
are  already  aanaged  as  a  primitive  area  with  the  support  of  the  vast 
majority  of  local,  regional  and  statewide  officials  and  the  public. 
We  support  the  entire  WSA  for  suitability  but  realise  some  of  the 
boundxy  modifications  In  the  preferred  alternative  Bay  be  necessary. 

2.  North  Fork  Little  Humboldt(020-827).     The  most  significant  portion  of 
this  unit  Is  the  12  mile  eteep  gorge  that  runs  through  the  WSA.     The 
Norht  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River  was  classified  in  1980  by  the 
Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service   (now  part  of  the  National 
Park  Service) ,  Department  of  Interior  as  part  of  the  Nationwide  Rivers 
Inventory .   which  was  Intended  to  provide  viable  candidates  for  the 
National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  system.      Your  preferred  alternative 

of  designation  of  the  gorge  only  Is,  again,  an  acceptable  minimum, 
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and  would  eliminate  all  conflicts.   He  support  a  small  setback  from 
the  gorge  to  preserve  the  complete  ecosystem,  but  thiB  may  be  possible 
through  alternative  management. 

3-  Black  Rock  Desert ( 020-620 ) 1  Pahute  Peak(020~62l) 1  North  Black  Bock 
Range (020-622) j  Calico  Mountains (020-01 9) [  High  Rock  Lake (020-007) j 
South  Jackson  Hountains(020-606) .   If  any  part  of  Nevada  qualifies 
for  Wilderness,  it  must  be  the  Black  Rock  Desert-High  Rock  Canyon 
region,   We  support  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  proposals 
for  each  of  these  areas  but  would  accept  the  preferred  alternatives 
as  minimums  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  the  Calico  Mountains.   In 
regards  to  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  we  specifically  endorse  the  process 
and  findings  of  the  citizens  review  board.   These  areas  taken  togeather 
represent  the  best  example  of  desert  wilderness  in  the  country!   This 
entire  region  remains  virtually  unchanged,  generally  lacks  the  impacts 
of  man,  has  solitude  unlimited,  ie  the  essence  of  primitive  unconflned 
recreation  and  innumeral  special  features.  All  of  these  are  comp- 
limentary to  each  other.  Hare  we  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  preserve 
th  best.   It  could  be  one  vast  wilderness  with  access  in  between.   It 
provides  the  effect  of  an  enlarged  area  with  out  the  conflicts  that 
would  occur  anywhere  else  in  Nevada  or  the  country. 

k,    Mt.  Limbo(020-20l).   We  endorse  your  Management  Framework  Plan 
alternative  recommendation.  The  area  offers  outstanding  rock 
climbing  recreation  and  is  reported  to  have  relic  meadows,  the  local 
range  user  supports  wilderness  suitability  and  so  do  we. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  these  few  wild,  areas  in  northern  Nevada  are  very 
valuable  now  and  will  become  much  more  so  in  the  future  as  the  human 
population  of  Nevada  and  the  western  United  States  grows.  We  feel  very 
strongly  that  they  are  worthy  of  formal  Wilderness  designation. 

Sincerely 

QaWiO .  fkuwiwtQ^ 

Janet  C.   Meierdierck 

President ,   Lahontan  Audubon  Society 
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Based  on  the  beat  information  provided  to  the  Bureau  by  several  rockhounds, 
areaa  of  known  or  suspected  use  by  rockhounds  were  eliminated  by  boundary 
adjustments  in  the  areas  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderneaa.   To  the 
east  of  Pahute  Peak-621,  where  some  areaa  were  included,  accesa  will  remain 
open.   The  Calico  Mountaine-019  and  North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are  not 
included  in  the  prellninarl ly  recoamended  areas. 
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GOLD  FIELDS  MINING  CORPORATION 

A  Consolidaied  Gold  Heidi  Group  Company 


December  20,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  ShieldB,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV  89445 


Please  reply  fo  [he  addjrcis  indicated. 

Vf  200  UniuM  Boulevard— Suile  500 

Lakewood,  Colorado  80228 

Telephone  (303}  988 -0360 /Tele*  45-653 

Telecopier  (303)  989-6786 

CJ  230  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  New  York  10169 

Telephone  (212)  BB0- 5250 /Telex  14-7219 

Telecopier  (212)  880-5)91 


RE: 


COMMENTS  OK  WINNEMUCCA  DISTRICT  DRAFT 
WILDERNESS  ENVIRONMENTAL  IMPACT~STATEMEKT 


Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

In  reading  and  evaluating  the  various  alternatives  for  the 
IB  wilderness  study  areas  in  the  Winnemucca  District,  I  find 
fair  and  careful  consideration  has  been  given  to  all  the 
issues  related  to  the  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   I  am 
especially  pleased  that  the  BLM  preferred  alternatives 
recommend  that  the  amount  of  wilderness  be  reduced  from 

li    I    lu67  ?CreS  t0  340'394  acrea-   This  certainly  indicates 
that  the  mineral  potential  of  most  of  the  WSA ' a    was  qiven 
proper  consideration. 

Gold  Fields  Mining  Corporation  and  several  other  major  and 
junior  mining  companies  are  conducting  extensive  precious 
metal  exploration  programs  in  the  Winnemucca  region.   Gold 
Fields  and,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  our  competitors  are 
conducting  their  reconnaissance  and  drilling  programs  with  a 
minimal  inpact  on  the  environment.   This  is  done  for  two 
yery  practical  reasons:   1)   we  all  are  required  to  do  so  by 
law;  2)   each  company  does  not  want  to  leave  tracks  for 
their  competitors . 

Mineral  entry,  exploration  and  later  development  can  be 
accomplished  with  very  little  impact  on  wilderness  values, 
historical  sites  and  wildlife  habitats.   Water  quality   sce- 
nic values,  and  wildlife  are  often  more  adversely  impacted 
by  wilderness  campers  and  hikers  than  by  a  reconnaissance 
minerals  exploration  program. 

I  agree  with  the  preferred  alternative  recommending  no 
wilderness  for  nine  of  the  eighteen  WSA ' s .   I  offer  the 
following  comments  on  seven  of  the  remaining  nine  WSA ' s • 


COMMENTS  ON  WINNEMUCCA  DISTRICT 
December  20,  1983 
Page  2 


High  Rock  Lake  -  Preferred  alternative  is  14,000  acres 
as  wilderness.   Additional  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  mineral  and  geothermal  potential .   Opportunities 
for  solitude  and  primitive  recreation  are  not 
outstanding . 

Calico  Mountains  -  Preferred  alternative  is  58,800  acres 
as  wilderness.   Agree  with  the  MFP  II  recommendations 
that  the  area  is  not  suitable  for  wilderness  designa- 
tion.  The  mineral  potential  of  the  entire  area  is  very 
high. 

Blue  Lakes  -  Preferred  alternative  is  16,400  acres  as 
wilderness .   Much  of  the  area  has  moderate  mineral  poten- 
tial .   Recommend  the  wilderness  be  reduced  by  5, 600 
acres . 


4 .   Alder  Creek 


Preferred  alternative  is  4, 000  acres  as 
The  size  of  the  area  recommended  as  wilder- 
size  criteria  of  5, 000 


wilderness 

ness  does  not  meet  wilderneB 

acre  minimum. 


5.   South  Jackson  Mountains  -  Preferred  alternative  is 

26,094  acres  as  wilderness.  Based  on  the  high  mineral 
potential  for  Au ,  Ag  and  Cu,  the  resource  value  of  the 
area  outweighs  wilderness  values . 

fir.   Black  Rock  Desert  -  Preferred  alternative  is  174,300 
acres  as  wilderness.   This  area  has  too  many  resource 
conflicts  as  well  as  generally  poor  opportunities  for 
primitive  recreation.   The  resource  values  far  outweigh 
any  wilderness  values .   Agree  with  MFP  II  recommendation 
that  entire  area  not  suitable  for  wilderness 
designation. 

Thank  you  for  your  consideration  of  these  comments .   I  trust 
the  concerns  of  the  minerals  and  energy  industries  wil 1  be 
given  full  consideration  in  reaching  a  final  decision . 


Sincerely, 


Rick  H.  Russell 

Exploration  Manager 

Rocky  Mountain/Southwest  Region 

RHR/bn 

cc:   John  Wells  -  MEC 
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The  preliminary  rec 
froa  suitable  as  at 
recoamendat 1  on  was 
preliminary  mineral 
Information  has  bee 
Cacpany  has   nomlna 
also  provided  addle 
for  precious  metal 
begun  new  explorati 
portion  of  the  WSA 
explorat Ion  lndlca 
deposl t.   Through  t 
these  claims  to  the 
additional  geologic 
and  an  economic  pre 
the  company  to  proc 
precious  metal  mine 
in holdings  and  the 
further  wl  Id e mesa 


omaeadatian  for  the  Calico  Mountains -01 9  has  been  changed 

ated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 

baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  a up port  and 

inf armat Ion.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
n  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
ted  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
looa 1  geological  Informa  tlon  Indicating  a  high  potential 
and  urarlum  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
ctlvltles  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
which  contains  the  highest  wilder  nests  values.   Preliminary 
ed  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
hi  a  exploration  activity,  the  company  plana  to  develop 
point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
lous  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
eed  to  full  development.   Batted  on  this  new  documented 

11 2a tl on,  manageability  problems  related  to  theae  mineral 
loss  of  wllderneaa  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
const  derat  ion . 


Great  care  was  exercised  in  establishing  the  boundarle8  for  the  preliminarily 
recommended  areas  In  the  Blue  Lakes  and  Black  Rock  Desert  WSAs  to  exclude  the 
maximum  amount  of  potential  minerals  without  compromising  the  wilderness 
values.   In  both  units,  the  small  amount  of  potential  mineral  acreage  to  be 
gained  by  the  suggested  changes  don't  make  it  feasible. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-6G0D  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  sire  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qua  I i  t les  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommend&t ion  alternative  raises  fcerlous 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  sire  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  f roa  outside  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

Ho  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concern*  alnce  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Ctie  hunting  season . 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  la  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geotheraai  and  oil  and  gsa  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  aod 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  of f -road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommend  at  Ion  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake ,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  publ Ished,  con aide rable 
Informs  tlon  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area .   Exxon  Mine  rail 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  prec loua  metal  and  uranium  depos 1 ts ,   Per  ret  Exploration  Co. ,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southera 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  prec loua  aeta  1 
depos 1 t.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claloa  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
addl tlona I  geologi  c  i  nf ormatlon ,  the  probability  of  provE  ng  a  valid  discover/ 
and  an  economic  precious  oetal  deposit  ts  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development .   Based  on  this  aew  documented 
precious  met a  I  ml nera 1 1 zat ion  ,  manages bl 11 1 y  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdl ngs  and  the  loas  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wi  Iderness  c  'inside  rat  ion. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-60QD  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  sod  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made    during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  Ho  Wilderness  Is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflict*  with  potential  developaent  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  Bouthwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  USA.   The 
1 1ml  ted  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Kecoomendat ion  alternative  rslaes  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit  . 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  acenery  and  doe a  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  sod  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  lnfluencea  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconf ined  rec  rest  ion. 

No  Wl Iderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  leadB  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintal ned  and  there  would  be  no  acceas  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  di  s placement  of  vehicle  camping  a  round  the  re  Be r voir ,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  dur 1 ng  the  hunt  t  ng  season. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  snd  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  Includes  Buch 
features  as  Higli  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dan  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areaa  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  10,300  seres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  USA.   It 
Includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  aisjestlc  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recomaieoded  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  leaat  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  snd  features,  would  include  several 
sctlve  rockhounding  areaa,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  severe  manageability  concerns. 

The  8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  la  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
the  surrounding  terrain  slopes  away  frow  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
you  Leave  Ehe  Immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  yuu  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
id  typical  of  the  rolllBft,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  he  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatlon  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from,  the  Draft 
EIS  snd  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  repreeent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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JEAN  S.  KLOTZ 
Attorney  at  Law 

1111  MIIKG  MU  M3AO 
FLACEAVILLi,  CALIFMNM  KU7 


December  19,  1933 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Gentlemen: 

I  understand  that  you  will  be  shortly  considering 
the  inclusion  of  certain  areas  in  the  Black  Rock  Oesert  within 
the  wilderness  area  designation.   I  am  informed  that  the  numbers 
assigned  to  these  areas  are  621,  007,  109,  and  622,  although  I'm 
not  sure  these  numbers  are  accurate .   However ,  I  am  concerned 
with  the  areas  commonly  known  as  the  High  D.ock  Canyon,  Paiute 
Creek ,  and  the  North  Blackrock  Range .   I  have  spent  considerable 
time  in  these  areas  camping  and  studying  the  geology  in  the 
desert  and  I  would  certainly  not  want  to  find  that  my  access  is 
barred  in  the  future. 

It  is  my  understanding  that ,  once  an  area  is  designated 
as  Wilderness ,  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  enter  it  by  vehicle 
except  for  maintained  roads  which  already  pass  through  it.   The 
problem,  of  course,  ia  with  the  designation  "maintained".   Iilhere 
access  is  allowed  by  existing  roads,  there  probably  would  be  no 
problem.   There  iB  really  no  excuse  for  running  all  over  the 
landscape  in  a  4-wheel  drive  vehicle  anyway  when  one  can  just  as 
well  get  out  and  walk.   However,  if  the  description  of  a  maintained 
road  is  going  to  be  one  which  is  hard  surfaced  and  continuously 
maintained  by  government  entity,  then  I  doubt  If  any  of  the  dirt 
roads  In  Blackrock  Desert  would  qualify . 

My  husband  and  I  have  enjoyed  our  stays  In  the  wilder- 
ness areas  In  the  Sierra  Nevada  where  we  have  done  quite  a  bit  of 
backpacking .   However ,  there  is  a  significant  difference  between 
that  area  and  the  one  In  which  you  are  presently  considering 
establishing  a  wilderness.   In  the  Sierras  one  is  able  to  find 
water,  usually  within  every  mile  or  two,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
necessary  only  to  pack  in  what  you  need  to  eat  and  other  essen- 
tials .   However ,  in  the  desert  one  cannot  deoend  on  finding 
water  and  it  is  necessary  to  take  your  drinking  water  with  you. 
I  think  it  is  obvious  that  no  one  is  going  to  get  very  far  on 
foot  taking  the  quantity  of  water  that  is  needed  to  sustain  life 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 
December  19,  1983 
Page  2 


in  a  desert  area. 


For  all  of  the  above  reasons  I  hope  that  you  will 
consider  carefully  whether  it  is  possible  to  allow  vehicular 
access  into  the  area  and  still  preserve  it  as  a  wilderness, 
it  is  not,  I  strongly  urge  you  to  not  include  these  areas  in 
the  wilderness  as  they  are  sources  of  enjoyment  and  peace  to 
many  people  and  should  not  be  denied  them. 


JSK:mec 


If 


Response  Letter 


Comment  Letter  87 


The  Wilderness  Inventory  Handbook  defines  roads  as  routes  "which  have  been 
Improved  and  maintained  by  mechanical  means  to  ensure  relatively  regular  and 
contlnuoua  use.   A  way  maintained  solely  by  the  passage  of  vehicles  does  not 
constitute  a  road."   By  this  definition,  many  of  the  routes  In  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  region  are  roads.   a  majority  of  these  routes  have  been  excluded  In  the 
areas  which  receive  heavy  recreational  or  other  vehicular  use. 


Based  on  our  beat  Information,  all  vehicle  ways  commonly  used  for  sightseeing 
and  rockhoundlng  around  High  Rock  Lake  were  not  Included  In  the  area 
preliminarily  recommended  suitable.   None  of  the  North  Black  Rock  Range  and 
only  23  percent  and  54  percent  of  the  High  Rock  Lake  and  Pahute  Peak  units, 
respectively,  were  preliminarily  recommended.   There  should  be  little  If  any 
change  from  present  motorized  use  in  the  future. 
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21    Dec    1983 

Frank   shields,    Manager 
Wlnnemucca   District,    BLH 
705    E    4th    St. 
Wlnnemucca,    NV   89445 


Subject:    Wilderness  Proposals 


Dear   Mr.    shields: 

In  considering  the  question  of  wilderness  I  believe  the  BLM 
is  obligated  to  consider  the  question  of  "balance".  In 
considering  the  balance  of  a  wilderness  proposal  it  is  necessary 
to  remember  that  the  wilderness  values  of  most  of  the  public 
landB  have  already  been  destroyed.  The  hand  of  man  rests  very 
heavily  on  the  West,  on  Nevada,  and  on  the  wlnnemucca  District. 
This  lack  of  balance  in  the  current  situation  probobly  can  t  be 
changed.  It  certainly  muBt  be  considered  by  the  BLH  in 
establishing  wilderness  recomendations.  Even  if  you  recommended 
aB  wilderness  every  roadless  acre  in  the  district  you  would  still 
have  a  balance  tipped  against  natural  values.  This  lack  of  balance  In 
the  current  situation  mandates  wilderness  recommendations  unless 
you  are  faced  with  overwhelming  conflict  unresolvable  without 
development.  Such  a  situation  is  not  established  for  the 
Wlnnemucca  District. 

Wilderness  recommends t ion  Is  thus  the  most  balanced 
recomendation  possible  unless  you  are  willing  to  recommend  that 
roads  be  closed  and  natural  values  be  restored  to  lands  now 
developed.  Even  Wilderness  recomendation  represents  a  loss  of 
natural  value  to  development.  This  bias  to  development  is  the 
result  of  the  BLM's  Wilderness  Management  Policy  which  seems  to 
protect  natural  values  only  if  it  is  not  inconvenient  to  the 
needs  of  man.  But,  discussion  of  the  WilderneBB  Management  policy 
1b  relevent  here  only  in  that  the  accomidations  to  development 
found  in  that  policy  render  absurd  any  statement  that  a 
Wilderness  Recomendation  exacts  an  uncompensated  cost  from 
users  of  the  public  lands.  In  fact,  one  could  administer  as 
Wilderness  a  majority  of  the  District  without  exacting  any  costs 
except  those  needed  to  respect  the  long  term  needs  of  the  land. 
Since  it  is  not  possible  to  ignore  or  escape  those  costs  they 
should  not  be  a   factor   in  a  wilderness   decision. 

My  comments  on  your  proposal  are  made  in  the  context  on  your  need 
to   achieve   a  balance   of  values   as   explained  above. 


Your  Wilderness  recomendations  should  be  based  on  the 
"Wilderness    Empaeis   Alternative"    for    the    following    units: 

1.  Poodle  Mountain 

2.  Fox   Range 

3.  Augusta  Mountains 

4.  China  Mountains 

You  should  also  recognise  the  wilderness  values  of  North 
Jackson  Mountain  and  the  North  Black  Rock  Range  with  wilderness 
recomendations  that  respect  the  natural  values  found  there.  The 
units  have  wilderness  values  which  would  support  acreage 
recomendations    in   the   10 ' s   of   thousands   of  acres. 

Look    to    your    own    planning    documents    and    inventory    data    for 
the   basis   for   the  above   recomendations. 

I  am  pleased  that  you  recognised  the  wilderness  values  in 
some  of  the  units.  For  some  of  them  (Pahute  Peak,  South  Jackson 
Mtns.r  High  Rock  Lake  and  Little  Humbolt  river)  I  am  puzzled  as 
to  why  you  did  not  take  that  recognition  to  its  logical 
conclusion  and  expand  the  recommended  wilderness  to  include  all 
of  the  areas  natural  in  character.  My  recomendation?  Go  with 
the  Wilderness  Empahsis  Alternative  for  High  Rock  Lake  ,  add  the 
surrounding  plateau  (20,000  acres  of  it)  to  Little  Humbodt  River 
and  expand  Pahute  Peak  and  the  South  Jackson  Mtns  by  5  to  10 
thousand   acres. 


Do    not    think    that    all    I    have    is   critislsm.      You   are    to   be 
commended   for   your    recognition   of   the    importance   of   the   Black 
Rock   Desert.      Let   no   one    impede  you  from  the  protection  on  the 
zunique  and  little  known  area.      Its   importance   is  nationwide   in 
scope    . 

I    also    support    your    recomendations    for    wilderness    in    the 
Calico  mountains.    Blue  Lakes,    Alder   Creek   and   Mt.    Limbo. 

Thank    you    for    the    opportunity    to    comment    on    your    wilderness 
recomendations . 


Charles   C.    Yofier 
1238   Camelot 
Boise,    Idaho    83704 
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John  F.  Lambert 

3765   GRASS   VALLEY   HWY.      #120 
AUBURN,    CA      9S603 


Dec. 21, 1983 

Mr. Frank  Shields, Dist .Mgr . 

BLM 

705  East  4th  St. 

Winnemucca.NV  89445 

Dear  Sir, 

I  understand  that  there  is  a  possibility 
of  closure  of  the  areas  designated  as 
621,007,019  and  622. 

These  areas  are  used  by  thousands  of 
rockhounds  and  rcreationists  every  year, 
while  very  few  would  benefit  if  access 
were  denied. 

There  are  plenty  of  areas  suitable 
for  Wilderness  Areas.  These  are  not  among 
them. 


Sincerely  yours, 
«/ 


Based   on    th*    best    1  of or.at Ion   provided    to    the    Bureau    by    several    rockhound. 
areas    of    known   or    suspected    use    by    rockhounda    were    eliminated    by    boundary    ' 
adjustments    In   the   areaa    preliminarily    recommended    for   wilderness.      To    th. 
eaat  of   Pahuta   feak-621,   where   some  are.,   were   Included,    accea.  will    remain 
open.      The   Calico  MountaIoa-019  and   North  Black  Rock  Range-622  are   not 
Included    In    the    preliminarily    recommended    areaa. 
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Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company 

December  23,  1983 

RETURN  RECEIPT  REQUESTED 

Mr.  Frank  Shields,  Manager 
Wlnnemucca  District 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 


Re: 


BLM  Wlnnemucca  District 
Statement 


Draft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact 


Dear  Mr.  Shields: 


DEIS 


Thank    you    for    the    opportunity    to    comment    on    the    above-referenced 

Sierra  Pacific  Power  Company  has  reviewed  the  DEIS  for  conflicts  with 
major  transportation  and  utility  corridors.  Many  Wilderness  Study  Areas 
(WSA),  like  the  Selenltes,  for  example,  if  designated  as  wilderness  would 
have  a  significant  adverse  Impact  on  the  ability  to  move  the  needed  energy 
resources. 


Therefore,     Sierra     Pacific,     based     on     its     review, 
following  recommendation  for  non-w1lderness  designation: 

I.       Preferred  Alternative 


supports     the 


a.     Poodle  Mountain  (NV-020-012,   CA-020-618S621 )       142,050  acres 


b.  Fox  Range  (NV-020-014) 

c.  Fox  Range  (Pole  Creek)  (NV-020-014A) 

d.  Selenites  (NV-020-200) 

e.  Black  Rock  Desert   (NV-020-620) 


75,404  acres 

12,969  acres 

32,041  acres 

319,594  acres 


The  only  other  area  of  concern  to  Sierra  Pacific  is  the  Mt.  Limbo 
(NV-020-201)  WSA.  This  WSA  is  adjacent  to  the  Oregon-Sylmar  750,000  volt 
D.C.  transmission  line,  which  1s  a  major  north-south  utility  corridor.  In 
reviewing  the  Mt.  Limbo  Alternative  Map  on  Pages  1-34,  we  are  unclear  as 
to  the  boudary  of  the  preferred  alternative.  Sierra  Pacific  would 
recommend  a  boundary  line  at  a  topographic  elevation  of  EL.  5,000  or  the 
preferred  alternative,  depending  on  which  one  is  the  greatest  distance 
away  from  the  750,000  volt  D.C.   transmission   line. 


P.  O.  BOX  10100/ RENO,  NEVADA  8BS20/  TELEPHONE  702/789-4011 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 
December  23,  1983 
Page  2 


Also,  Sierra  Pacific  would  like  to  comment  on  the  following: 

1.   a)  Draft  EIS  Quote: 

Glossary  Pages  6-57:  "UTILITY  CORRIDOR:  A  corridor  through 
an  area  1n  which  all  utility  transmission  facilities,  both 
existing  and  proposed,  are  located.  An  established  corridor 
is  one  with  utility  transmission  facilities;  a  designated 
corridor  1s  an  area  Identified  for  future  facilities." 

b)  Problem: 

Sierra  Pacific  finds  this  definition  to  be  misleading  and 
not  consistent  with  the  definitions  or  their  intent  as  found 
1n  43  CFR  2800.  The  use  of  "All"  in  this  definition  leads 
one  to  believe  that  there  are  no  utility  and  transportation 
facilities  outside  of  a  "Corridor". 

Due  to  topographic  constraints,  compatibility,  etc.,  not  all 
transportation  and  utility  facilities  will  be  in  the  same 
corridor. 

Also,  to  keep  consistency  throughout  the  documents  being 
Issued  1n  Nevada,  we  recommend  that  the  word  "established" 
be  replaced  by  "designated",  and  "designated"  be  replaced 
by  "planned". 

c)  Solution: 

Sierra  Pacific  recommends  the  following  changes  and 
additions  to  be  made  to  the  Glossary: 

1}  Change  definition  as  follows: 

"UTILITY  CORRIDOR:  A  parcel  of  land,  without  fixed 
limits  or  boundaries,  that  1s  being  used  as  the  location 
of  one  or  more  utility  rights-of-way." 

2)  Add  definitions  as  follows: 

"DESIGNATED  CORRIDOR:  Generally  a  three-mile  (3)  wide 
passage  on  which  existing  transportation  and  utility 
facilities  are  located  and  are  suitable  to  accommodate 
future  transportation  and  utility  facilities  which  are 
similar,  identical,  or  compatible." 

"PLANNING  CORRIDOR:  A  passage  on  which  no  existing 
transportation  utility  facilities  exist  but  for  which 
a  future  need  has  been  Identified." 
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Mr.  Frank  Shields 
December  23,  1983 
Page  3 


We  hope  that  our  comments  and  concerns  will  be  helpful  in  developing 
the  preliminary  final  environmental  impact  statement  and  Wilderness  Study 
Report. 

Sincerely, 


Michael   P.   Sullivan 
Manager,   Environmental  Affairs 
and  RIght-of-Way  Acquisition 

MPS/SPY/ro 

cc:  Stu  Gearhart  -  NSO  -  BLM 
Dave  Harmon  -  NSO  -  BLM 


1     SSbuSTSriK.lii1^ coneldered  at  the  clBe  the  p™°ent  ■»•""«»  «• 


2     See  glossary  for  correctiona. 
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December  22,  1983 


Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
705  E.  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV   89445 

Dear  Manager  Shields, 

I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  hearing  on  the 
Winnemucca  District's  Draft  Wilderness  EIS  on  Nov  8  in  Reno. 

However,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  support  your 
preferred  alternative  in  the  EIS  with  a  few  additions  which  are 

noted  below.   I  have  been  fortunate  to  be  able  to  visit  over  half 

of  the  Wilderness  Areas  recommended  in  the  EIS  in  the  Preferred 

Alternative  (PA).   These  lands  represent  a  unique  and  fragile 
desert  resource  possessing  outstanding  wilderness 
characteristics . 

The  recommendations  in  the  PA  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  Calico 
Mountains,  Blue  Lakes,  and  Mt  Limbo  are  good.   I  am  especially 
pleased  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Citizens  Advisory  Panel 
for  the  Black  Rock  Desert  Wilderness  of  174,300  acres.   Their 
consensus  recommendation  Is  highly  significant  in  view  of  the 
diverse  interests  present.   Undoubtedly,  the  truly  outstanding 
nature  of  the  vast  Black  Rock  Desert  was  apparent  to  them  as  It 
is  to  me.   This  Desert  is  unique  and  will  make  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  wilderness  system. 

The  recommendation  In  the  PA  for  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little 
Humboldt  of  8,900  acres  Is  too  small.   This  deeply  cut  river 
canyon  Is  a  remarkable  area  anywhere  and  especially  in  this  dry 
desert  country.   We  need  to  include  much  of  the  surrounding 
wilderness  lands  rather  than  merely  the  canyon  itself. 


Three  other  outstanding  area 
wilderness  are  the  High  Rock 
Peak  WSAs.  These  are  good  r 
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in  the  PA  without  significantly  affecting  other  resources. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  outlined  above,  the  PA  should  be 
modified  to  include  other  WSAs.   China  Mountain,  Poodle  Mountain, 
the  Fox  Range,  and  the  Augusta  Mountains  which  are  each  included 
in  the  "Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative"  (WEA) ,  should  be  part  of 
the  PA.   Further,  the  glaring  omission  in  any  alternative  of  the 
North  Black  Rock  Range  and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  should  be 
corrected.   Both  of  these  areas  are  highly  scenic,  possess 
outstanding  wilderness  values,  and  are  an  important  part  of  the 
entire  Black  Rock  Region  wilderness. 

The  Winnemucca  District  Is  a  large  area  of  Northern  Nevada  — 
altogether  around  8.25  million  acres.   This  vast  area  has, 
undoubtedly,  some  undiscovered  resources.   However,  its  wilder- 
ness resources  are  proven  and  apparent  right  now  and  becoming 
increasingly  Important  to  our  state  for  primitive  recreation  and 
protection  of  essential  watershed  and  wildlife  values.   While  the 
WSAs  are  singled  out  for  their  "mineral  potential",  we  must  keep 
in  mind  that  these  WSA's  represent  only  14*  of  the  Winnemucca 
District  land  area.   The  BLM  recommendation  in  the  PA  is  for  only 
about  4%  of  the  land  to  be  wilderness. 

It  is  clearly  Improper  to  weigh  a  "potential"  mineral  discovery 
on  these  lands  against  the  "known"  wilderness  resource  when  over 
964  of  the  District  (in  the  PA)  is  to  be  non-wilderness  and 
available  to  any  mineral  exploitation  without  restriction.  (In 
actual  fact,  even  land  designated  by  Congress  as  wilderness  can 
be  mined  as  specified  In  the  1964  Wilderness  Act.) 

In  conclusion,  I  would  point  out  that  even  with  the  addition  of 
acreage  and  areas  I  have  suggested  here,  only  7%  of  the  land  area 
of  the  winnemucca  District  would  be  recommended  Wilderness. 
Surely,  there  is  a  greater  probability  of  finding  minerals  on  the 
remaining  93%  of  the  District  than  on  this  outstanding  wilderness 
fraction . 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  comment.   Please  include  this 
letter  as  part  of  the  official  hearing  record. 


°"7Mu 

Dennis   Ghiglrtrl 
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The  preliminary  recommends  t  Ion  for  the  Calico  Kountaina-019  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  aa  stated  lo  the  Draft  EI3  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  wai  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  aupport  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  waa  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  haa   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precloua  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  corapany  plana  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  dlBcovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  a tnerallzat Ion ,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdlngi  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  haa  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EI9  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  taade  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  Is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MPP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  Serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  LakeB.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  e«pecially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 


The  8, 900  acres  prel Iminari ly  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  Fugged  canyona  ami  gorge  of  the  North  Pork  of  the  Li  ttle  Humboldt  where 
the  wl Id erne as  va lues  and  features  are  concentrated .   The  boundary  of  tht  a 
area  is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  ul  this  waterway  Is  that 
the  surround  I  nj;  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  It.   Once 
yuM  I  i:ave  the  I  unncdi  titfr  v[c  t  nl  ty  ul'  the  r  I  id.,  yuu  are  1  nto  sagebrush  type  which 
\  -.,    typJ  ca  J  '»f  the  nj  !1  i  ny  ,  auf  round  iny  a  rtvi  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   it  would  be  very  di  f f leu it  to  establ iah  u    manageable  boundary  If 
the  firea  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  Is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole ,  possesaeB  outstanding  opportunities  for 
Boll tude ,  prlmit 1 ve  and  unconflned  recreat  ion,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14 , 000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  thfe  a  re a  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  Such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake ,  Ply  Canyon ,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dan  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  cootalns  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  s  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recoeuaendatlon  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protect  loo  of  the  wilder ness  values. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  In  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains,  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  sad   cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 


The  area  preliminarily  recoaaeoded  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  valuea,  greateat  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhounding  areas.  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  ia  severe  manageability  concerns. 


Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  devaluation  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EI5  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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1  6B5  KINGS  ROW,  RENO,  NV  B95Q3 


December  22,  1983 

Prank  Shields,  Manager 
BLM/Wlnnemucca  District 
705  East  4th  St. 
Winnemuccar  NV   89445 

Dear  Manager  Shields, 

I  would  like  to  submit  the  following  comments  as  a  local  resident 
on  the  draft  wilderness  EIS  for  the  BLM/Winnemucca  District.  I 
consider  myself  "local"  as  the  closest  wilderness  in  Nevada  to 
Reno  are  WSAs  in  the  Winneraucca  District.  In  fact,  Renoites  are 
closer  to  most  of  the  WSAs  than  "locals"  in  Winneraucca,  due  to 
more  highway  access  from  the  West  and  South. 

One  of  my  favorite  areas  in  both  the  District  and  the  State  Is 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA.  It  Is  truly  unique,  the  only  chance 
so  far  for  wilderness  designation  for  a  "basin"  in  this  state  of 
"basins  and  ranges".  It  possesses  all  the  characteristics  for 
wilderness  designation  -  over  5,000  acres,  plenty  of  solitude  and 
outstanding  opportunities  for  primitive  recreation,  Including 
floating  the  largely  unexplored  Quinn  River  which  exits  into  the 
Black  Rock  "Lake"  of  these  last  two  years.  Since  this  winter 
promises  to  be  as  wet  as  last  year,  my  husband  and  I  plan  to 
purchase  canoes  In  order  to  explore  the  Quinn  next  Spring. 

In  addition,  on  many  occasions  both  by  ourselves  and  with 
friends,  we  have  backpack ed,  camped,  and  hiked  in  the  area, 
observing  and  photographing  the  beautiful  natural  features, 
exploring  the  cultural  and  archeological  sites,  looking  for  the 
paleontologlcal  resources  and  the  rare  plants.  I  support  the  BLM 
Preferred  Alternative  acreage  of  174, 300  acres  for  wilderness 
designation . 

I  also  support  the  Preferred  Alternative  for  the  Calico  Mountains 
(58,000  acres),  the  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  area  (20,400  acres), 
and  for  Mount  Limbo  (12,900  acres).  Mount  Limbo  is  less  than  two 
hours  drive  from  Reno  and  provides  desert  mountain  scenery  and 
wildlife.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  is  a  favorite  vacation  spot 
both  for  its  scenery  and  its  fishing,  hiking,  camping,  and 
swimming  opportunities,  and  its  unique  ecosystem  of  alpine  lakes 
in  the  Great  Basin.  The  Calico's  are  beautiful,  rugged,  and 
mysterious.   All  areas  qualify  as  wilderness. 

With  the  following  expanded  acreages,  the  preferred  alternative 
is  also  my  choice  for  High  Rock  Lake  (to  53,000  acres),  the  South 
Jacksons  (to  25,000  acres),   Pahute  Peak  (to  40,000   acres),   and 
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the   North   fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River 
Whi le   I  commend  the  Winnemucca  District  for 
four   areas  for  wilderness  designation,   I  fee 
were   insufficient  in  order  to  include  some  of 
of  the  WSAs.    Wilderness  for  High  Rock  Lake  s 
of  the  deep  and  rugged  canyon  country.   Relati 
adjustments   would   better  protect  the  South  J 
Peak.    There  was  no  justification  offered  for 
of  the  rim  country  around  the  Little  Humboldt 
in  North  Fork   Valley  and  the  Red  Hills.    The 
be  rectified. 


(to  30,000  acres)  . 
recommending  these 
1  that  the  acreages 

the  best  features 
hould  include  more 
vely  small  boundary 
acksons  and   Pahute 

not  including  some 
canyon,  especially 
se  omissions  should 


Six  other  areas  possess  outstanding  wilderness  qualities  and 
should  be  recommended  for  wilderness  -  the  North  Black  Rock  Range 
(25,000  acres),  the  North  Jackson  Mountains  (15,000  acres),  China 
Mountain  (8,900  acres).  Poodle  Mountain  (87,900  acres),  the  Fox 
Range  (23,600  acres)  ,  and  the  Augusta  Mountains  (12,800  acres)  . 
Both  the  North  Black  Rock  and  the  North  Jackson  are  Integral 
parts  of  the  Black  Rock  wilderness  complex.  Recognized  in  the 
BLM  wilderness  emphasis  alternative,  the  last  four  WSAs  also 
deserve  wilderness  designation. 
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I  support  these  14  areas  for  wilderness  designation.  I  have 
visited  many  of  them  and  look  forward  to  visiting  others.  Most 
of  them  have  no  significant  conflicts  with  other  uses,  or  they 
wouldn't  still  qualify  as  wilderness.  The  Winnemucca  District 
should  be  proud  to  be  stewards  of  the  almost  5%  of  the  District 
still  undisturbed  by  man. 

Thank  you  for  considering  my  comments. 

Sincerely, 

Rose  Str ickland 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountalns-019  has  been  changed 
froa  suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  waa  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  at  Btake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  wae  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  haa   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential-  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Prelloinary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precioua  aetal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  aetal  depoait  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development .   BaBed  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdtnga  and  the  loaa  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  froa 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-6000  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
Is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  WllderneBs  Is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  11  Recommendation  alternative  ralBeB  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effect  I ve  management  of  the  unit . 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  Bmsll  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Ply  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  miner a  1  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 


The  10  300  «cr«.  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  Sooth  Jackeon 
Mountain.  focu.es  on  the  very  highest  wllderne..  v.lue.  la  the  WSA    It 
Include,  the  rugged  upper  elevation.  Including  majestic  King  Lear'Peak,  and 
the  heada  of  .11  major  drainage,  where  the  highest  wllderneas  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduce,  the  a.ount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  g.othermal  and  oil  and  gaa  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cause  significant  managea bi 11 ty  concerns  fro.  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3, GOO  acres  and  sever.l  active  .ining  areas. 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  ha.  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thl. 
area  are  the  higheBt  wllderne..  values,  greatest  recreational  opportuni t le. 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acre,  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  snd  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areaa,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  In  severe  manageability  concern.. 

The  8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  la  that 
the  surrounding  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
yuu  leave  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  riin,  you  are  into  sagebrush  type  which 
la  typical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  eaBlly  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
tile  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  la  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 

Bureau  personnel  hav.  completed  a  thorough  raev.luatlon  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  end  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areaa  repre.ent  the  beBt  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 

While  the  Barrlnger  Resources  Geochemlcal  Survey  focused  on  sampling  the  WSAs, 
the  Bureau  did  compare  this  information  with  energy  and  mineral  reaource 
potential  throughout  the  district  where  the  information  waa  comparable  in 
quality  and  context.   Refer  to  pagea  2-16  and  2-17. 
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D.ctnber  23,  1983 


Bureau  of  Land  Hans gen snt 
705  *.  Fourth  Bt. 
Winneaucca,  Hevada    69U5 


Gentleaem 


Rot  621  Pahute  Peak  (Black 

Rock  Rang*  B  of  slot  road) 
007  High  Rook  Lake 
019  Calico  Mountain* 
622  Borth  Black  Rock  Range 


Us  raquest  that  bo  sore  Wilderness  Aims  bs  created  In  northwest 
Beveda,  Wilderness  areas  serve  but  a  Terr  snail  fraction  of  those 
who  enjoy  the  great  out-of-doors. 

We  are  lntersted  in  keeping  the  above  areas  open  for  the  general 
public,  as  they  have  been  for  the  put  many  years.  It  is  our  be- 
lief that  a  greater  nuaber  of  people  will  be  able  to  enjoy  these 
areas  if  they  are  left  open. 


lours  truly, 

Dorothy  E.  lord 
13243  Laaborn  Lane 
Auburn,  Ca  95603 


v-  w 


720    Washoe 
Susanville   CA  96130 

Frank   Shields 

Diatrict  Manager 

BLM  -   Winnemucca 

Re:      Draft  Wilderness  EIS 

Dear  Mr.    Shields: 

Aa    a  hiker,    backpacker,    photographer   and  wildlife-watcher,    I    strongly 
support   and  utilize  wilderness  both    directly   and   vicariously    (just  want    to 
know   it 'a    there)  . 

Ideally,    I   would   like    to  see  evry    last   roadless    acre   protected   as 
wilderness.       Someday,    our   descendants   may    look  back    and  wish  we   had. 
However,    I    can   support   the  Wilderness   Emphasis    Alternative    as   a  practical 
compromise.      Portions    of    16   WSA's    totalling  6B4,970    acres  does   not  seem 
unreasonable   out  of    18   areas    totalling  over    1.1  million   acres   of    roadless 
areas   that  are   eligible. 

I  particularly  support  the    Poodle  Mountains    Area   of  87,900   acres.      It 
is    contiguous    to   the   Poodle   Mountains    area   in    the    Susanville   District 
which  many    jare    supporting   for  wilderness. 

What  ever  you  do,    for  the   sake    of   future   generations   please  protect 
the    full   Black    Rock   Desert  area    (174,300   acres   minimum) .      It  has    such 
unique   values    that   it  should  be    left  exactly  as   is. 

Also,    please    add  to  your  wilderness    recommendations    these    deserving 
areas:      N.    Black   Rock   Range,    N.   Jackson  Mountains,    China  Mountain,    Fox 
Range,    and  Augusta  Mountains..      Please   expand  your   recommended  acreage 
for:    High  Rock    Lake    (to  53,000),    S.    Jackeons    (to  25,000),    Pahute   Peak 
(to  40,000),    and  N.    Fork   Little    Humbldt   River    (to    30,000). 

Futrure   generations  will    thank  you   for  your    foresight. 


Gjfcr,*  £«*»"* 


Sincerely, 


Curtis   Spalding 
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l^fo™»M"0n°eI  "T  c°°pleted  a  borough  r«..l„.tloa  of  avaIUbl€ 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  prinltive  sod  uncoufined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
O    14,000  acrea  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where, 
the  highest  wl IdernesB  values  are  concentrated .   This  area  Includes  such 
featureB  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dan  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  containB  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  wafl  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  prel lml nary 
recommendation  which  would  penal t  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wl ldernees  values. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  In  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  USA.   It 
3    Includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 

the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wi lderneas  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geothermal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness ,  and  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  of f -road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  USA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thin 
4     area  are  the  highest  wilderness  valuea,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acrea  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas ,  Include  approximately  11 ,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  In  severe  manageability  concerns. 

The  8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork,  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
t!ii  wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  la  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  la  that 
_     the  hlilto  muting  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 

ytm  leave  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
ia  typical  of  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicles.   It  would  he  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  If 
the  area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
buffer  zone  which  is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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The  preliminary  reconmeodatlon  for  the  Calico  Mountaina-019  haa  beeo  changed 
from  auUable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wlldernaaB  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  coosidershle 
Informstion  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  u  bh  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precioua  metal 
deposit.   Through  thla  exploration  activity,  the  company  planB  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  netal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Baaed  on  thla  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdlngs  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  thla  unit  dan  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  haa  b*en  changed 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  commenta  made  during  the  public  comment  pe 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  Is  the 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilder 
Emphasla  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recooaiendat  Ion  alternative  raises  s 
doubt  aa  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  snd  doea  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itseLf  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  LakeB)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  on  solitude  end  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  WllderneBS  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
elimlnste  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatloa  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas ,  analyzed  publ Ic  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 

The  6,900  acres  prellint  tiarl  ly  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
and  rugged  canyons  and  tiorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
the  ulldernesiB  values  ami  funturea  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
area  is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  is  that 
thii  surrounding  terrain  stuped  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  it.   Once 
you  leavfc  the  Iwaediate  vicinity  of  the  rim,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
!s  typical  -,;t  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
vehicj-Mi.   It  would  be  v.?ry  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  If 
the  area  u^re  expanded  r-u  'JO.i'lO  acres  for  the  purpose  of  uatabl  islii  ng  a 
buffer  zone  uhi.:li  la  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  prloitlve  and  uncocflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  prellmlnsrlly  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   Thia  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Sox  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delloeate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  atlll  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values.  _^__^_^ 
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SAGE  ASSOCIATION,  INC 

3    Post  Otlice  Box  85 

Powell  Butte.  Oregon  97753 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV  89445 

Dear  Frank  Shields: 

For  the  last  couple  of  weeks  I  have  spent  a  few  hours  every  dav 
working  my  way  through  the  Winnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness 
Environmental  Impact  Statement.   My  first  impression  after  skim- 
«™f-,!^  doom?8nt  was  that  «ven  though  a  lot  of  information  was 
of  Hi   ihl  and.oonci8»ly  displayed,  I  didn't  have  any  clear  sense 
of  why  the  preferred  alternative  evolved  in  its  present  form.   I 
don't  believe  I  would  know  what  the  areas  were  like,  except  that 
I  know  your  district  and  several  of  the  areas  in  question. 

?n^?iy  "By  I  00?ld  »ak8  88"88  of  the  document  was  to  get  out  the 
™   ?  document.  Inventory  mapa,  and  some  of  my  own  maps,  notes 
»  ™  It °s??phB  and  gut  a11  of  the  aPPropriate  information  before 
the  hi   «nrt  ?°r-H  B8f°fS  i°D?  J  had   88™ral  different  bookmarks  in 
the  EIS  and  found  myself  trying  to  look  at  several  pages  at  the 
same  time.   I  don't  believe  that  can  be  completely  avoided  but  a 
short  narrative  describing  each  area  and  the  rationale  for  the  alter- 
vatT^?„rUld  ^S  h8lP9d-   The  nr«8  produced  by  Nevada  conser- 
vationists over  the  years  have  actually  conveyed  a  more  .rivid  picture 
of  the  areas  and  the  wilderness  values  than  is  found  in  your  inventory 
?n  ShUd7H?HOUment-„,  P"haPs  J°u  h"e  included  some  of  that  informatiol 
in  the  Wilderness  Technical  Report  (I  do  not  have  a  copy  and  am  at 
a  loss  to  understand  why.   I  requested  copies  of  all  general  distri- 

i^™„d?CU™?ntB)'   J°?  8h°Uld  8xeroi88  caution  in  providing  pertinent 
information  in  a  variety  of  documents.   NEPA  refers  specifically 
q?hac?^fff rT   r»th8r  *han  a  variety  of  different  documents?   tL 
yth  Circuit  Court  castigated  the  Forest  Service  for  having  HARE  II 
materials  available  but  in  a  disaggregated  state. 

?»  fh^VJ1*^1??,,0*  the  EIS  "  or  rather  the  Preferred  alternative  - 

'hal  don't  like  your  yardstick.   I  don't  like  your  ideological 
perspective.   There  is  a  lot  of  what  most  people  consider  really 
wild  country  on  your  district.   I  have  gone  over  the  intensive  in- 

on  th7d?«?^^d0d°2Um^^  lD  8Sffl9  d6tail-  If  y°u  focU8  y°™  attention 
that  ?h«  ™«i  *  ?  »  "hole  rather  than  the  few  WSAs  it  becomes  obvious 
that  the  vast  majority  of  the  district  is  open  to  ORV  uses  minimi 

rfB;£t™?B??niPUlat1??'  SJ0-   "  taS  WlMof  a  thing  Is  a  ?unc?!on 
rLttLi  ZB   soaroi*y  tn8°  the  opportunities  for  wilderness  are 

o^ortSi7)-?)!,  m?r  80arCe  than*h9  opportunities  for  other  resource 
opportunities  -  if  we  agree  with  your  inventory. 

All  WSAs  are,  by  definition,  outstanding.  On  a  scale  of  one  to  ten 
you  guys  have  decided  that  WSAs  are  at  least  eight  (or  better)  on 
the  hypothetical  wilderness  index. 


In  order  for  an  area  to  be  considered  not  suitable  for  wilderness 
it  should  be  trumly  unmanageable  (whatever  that  meunB)  or  have  out- 
standing opportunities  for  other  resource  opportunities.   You  have 
recommended  against  wilderness  in  many  instances  because  there  may 
be  aojue  potential  for  developing  a  mine  or  geothermal  facility. 
Worse,  in  some  instances  you  have  recommended  against  wilderness 
because  of  wilderness  quality  AFTER  YOU  RAVE  ALREADY  DETERMINED  TrLuT 
TEE  AREAS  HAVE  OUTSTANDING  WILDERNESS  QUALITIES.   Or  because  public 
support  is  unknown.   How  many  geothermal  facilities  do  you  think  will 
be  built  in  Nevada  anyway? 

A  profitable,  operating  mine  is  a  conflict.   Valid  mining  claims 
are  a  problem.  Anomalous  mineral  valuee  are  relatively  meaningless. 
The  9th  Circuit  Court  told  the  Forest  Service  that  they  errored  in 
not  discussing  the  availability  of  resources  (timber)  outside  of 
RARE  II  areas.   The  Forest  Service  failed  to  assess  whether  it  would 
be  more  efficient  to  more  intensively  manage  timber  lands  outside  of 
de  facto  wilderness.   I  suggest  that  the  courts  decision  has  some 
implications  for  the  lack  of  overall  assessment  of  mineral  resources 
in  your  document.   While  it  is  interesting  to  know  whether  there  are 

mineral  or  energy  resources  in  a  WSA,a  more  pressing  question  is  

are  those  resources  in  need;  are  they  scarce.   Is  the  resource  really 
outstanding  enough  to  displace  wilderness? 

SOME  RANDOM  COMMENTS 

Pgs.  ix,  x  and  xi  -  you  have  four  categories  that  indicate  no  impact 
of  a  significant  nature  to  some  unknown  resource  areas  for  each  alter- 
native.  What  resource  areas  are  you  refering  to? 

I  suggest  two  additional  alternatives.  A  conflict  resolution  alter- 
native (  where  all  significant  resource  conflicts  are  resolved)  and 
a  manageability  alternative  (where  all  manageability  considerations 
are  resolved).   In  looking  at  your  alternative  maps  I  have  a  hard 
time  knowing  what  the  rationale  for  exclusion  of  specific  components 
of  WSAs  is. 


Qualitative  judgements  such  as  high  potential  for  some  use  should 
be  quantified  whenever  possible  or  as  precisely  defined  as  possible. 

pg.  2-1  -  I  doubt  your  statement  that  "...resource  components  Buch 
as  forestry,  wild  horseB  and  burros,  soil,  air,  water,  fire  management, 
threatened  or  endangered  species  and  climate  would  not  be  impacted 
by  any  of  the  alternatives."  Ths  mandate  to  manage  wilderness 
to  protect  lands  in  their  natural  condition  represents  a  significantly 
different  mandate  than  a  non-wildarnesa  allocation.   If  you  do  not 
recommend  an  area  because  of  resource  conflicts,  then  we  should  assume 
that  open  pit  mines,  oil  and  gas  wells,  geothermal  power  plants  etc. 
will  be  developed  on  the  land.   I  suggest  that  those  developments  do 
have  environmental  impact  on  the  above  resources.   That  is  precisely 
what  your  EIS  should  be  assessing.   If  the  landB  arn't  going  to  be 
developed  they  should  be  recommended  for  wilderness,  since  they  have 
outstanding  characteristics. 

Chapter  2  -  Affected  Environment.   Your  discussion  of  special  features 
is  weak. 

2-J2  Bighorn  Sheep  -  Why  have  none  of  the  WSAs  been  identified  as 
potential  Bites  for  bighorn  sheep  reintroduction?  Unless  my  sources 
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are  in  error,  several  of  the  WSAs  were  native  range  to  bighorn. 
It  would  be  consistent  with  wilderness  designation  to  reintroduce 
the  sheep  and  impacts  of  that  action  should  be  assessed.  Arn't 
you  really  trying  to  say  that  the  fish  and  wildlife  department 
doesn't  consider  the  WSAs  high  priority  sites  for  sheep  introduction 
right  now?  Or  are  you  saying  they  will  never  be  introduced,  that 
they  don't  beling  in  the  WSAs? 

Your  Wildlife  section  is  inadequate.   Your  discussion  of  wildlife 
focuses  only  on  those  species  commonly  hunted  or  trapped.   Wilderness 
advocates  are  generally  concerned  with  the  full  spectrum  of  plants 
and  animals  within  an  area.  By  ignoring  an  ecological  view  of  wild- 
life you  appear  biased. 

2-36  -  Your  Social  Impact  Assessment  is  really  poor.  I  am  disappointed 
that  you  didn't  hire  a  qualified  sociologist  to  do  a  full  SIA  for  you. 
Your  reflection  of  attitudes  and  values  may  be  valid  but  it  is  not 
presented  as  a  body  of  knowledge,  is  totally  unrealted  to  theory  and 
no  standard  methodology  appears  to  be  used  to  derive  your  conclusions. 
I  hope  country  folks  arn't  quite  as  simple  as  you  portray  them.  If 
country  folks  were  really  as  growth  oriented,  and  as  concerned  with 
development  as  you  portray  them  they  wouldn't  be  liying  in  the  middle 
of  nowhere. 

5-1  -  If  recreation  use  is  as  low  as  you  maintain  then  a  5%  change 
is  actually  very  minor. 

3-3  -  Under  Energy,  Minerals  and  Geology,  4th  paragraph.   "Claimants 
and  lessees  could,  therefore,  lose  the  money  and  effort  they  had 
invested  up  to  that  time,  as  well  as  the  claims  or  leases."  Let's 
face  facts.   Most  mining  claims  result  in  a  net  loss  in  time,  energy 
and  money.   If  claimants  cannot  present  evidence  of  a  valid  discovery 
between  the  f ileing/leasing  date  and  the  date  of  wilderness  designation, 
the  Congress  is  probably  mercifully  saving  the  minor  from  investing 
more  resources  into  a  dry  hole. 

6-8  -  Prior  to  making  a  judgement  about  the  Black  Rock  I  would  like 
to  see  a  copy  of  the  management  plan  for  the  ONA.  The  Black  Roak  is 
a  very  special  and  unique  place  that  deserves  special  attention.   It 
will  become  a  place  of  national  focua  as  this  process  enteres  the 
political  arena. 

I  cannot  comment  on  all  of  the  areas  becauae  I  haven't  been  to  all  of 
them,  I  can  comment  on  some  of  them. 

I  HIGH  ROCK  LAKE:   You  state  that  your  boundary  preserves  the  highest 
wilderness  values.  During  the  inventory  you  said  that  the  62,527 
unit  possessed  outstanding  opportunities. 

POODLE  MOUNTAIN:  You  recommend  none  of  the  area  because  "Resource 
and  manageability  conflicts  outweigh  wilderness  values."  Yet  during 
the  inventory  you  state  that  the  area  has  "...unique  and  varied 
terrain..."  "The  units  terrain  and  natural  screening  offer  an  out- 
standing opportunity  for  backpacking,  hiking  and  sightseeing.  The 
abundance  of  deer  provides  outstanding  hunting."   You  point  out  that 
the  area  offers  supplemental  Values.   Only  the  Spring  Zone  has  a 
JC  mineral  rating.  Hell,  there  have  to  be  other  places  to  get  sand, 
gravel  and  aggregate. 

fox.  Range:   Same  Story.   In  the  inventory  you  identify  72,347  acres 
58  havTHg  outstanding1'  characteristics.   In  the  EIS  you  state  that 


6 

n 

8) 


10 
11 


wilderness  qualities  are  not  nigh. 

CaLICO  MOUNTAINS:   Your  prefered  alternative  seem*  fairly  reasonable. 

personally,  I  would  close  W1.  I  haven't  been  on  W5  but  it  looks  like 

a  candidate  for  closure  too. 

Mt.  LIMBO:   I  do  not  understand  why  you  do  not  extend  the  boundary 

further  south  and  close  W12.   WhaJ1  are  the  conflicts? 

BLUB  LAKES/ALDER  CREEK:   Good  recommendation. 

THE  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS.:   Are  really  outstanding.   I  believe  you  should 

recommend  the  wilderness  preferred  alternative  for  N.  Jackson  and  I 

hate  to  see  so  much  of  the  8.  Jackson  not  recommended.  I  agree  that 

there  are  Borne  conflicts  in  the  Red  Butte  District. 

PAHUTE  PEAK:   I  do  not  understand  why  you  are  only  recommending  the 

western  portion  of  the  WSA  for  wilderness? 

NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE:   This  is  really  an  outstanding  place.   The 

major  canyons  are  a  rugged  hike  but  really  worthwhile  and  frankly, 

I  just  don't  understand  your  recommendation  or  rationale.  Much  of 

the  area  is  suitable,  available  and  manageable  as  Wilderness.   It 

should  be  recommended. 

NORTH  FORK  OP  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT:   This  is  one  of  your  worst  recommend- 

ations.   The  rim  to  rim  concept  represents  the  bigest  threat  to  the 

outstanding  canyons  of  the  west.   And,  if  I  may  say  so,  best  reflects 

the  Bureau's  anti-wilderness  bias. 

While  there  is  much  to  criticize  in  the  EIS  there  is  much  to  praise 
also.   I  believe  your  assessment  of  range  impacts  has  much  merit  and 
your  pointing  out  that  while  there  are  other  wilderness  resources 
available, they  are  of  a  different  nature  and  different  seasons  of 
use  is  admirable. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  document  was  put  together  by  professionals  who 
care  about  the  quality  of  their  work.  BUT  PLEASE  discuss  the  oppor- 
tunities for  ORV,  mineral,  energy  etc.  use  and  development  outside  of 
the  WSAb  *.. . 
I  hope  that  these  comments  are  helpful. 


Sincerely, 
Don  Tryon 
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Due  to  the  bulkinesa  of  the  document,  the  expense  of  printing,  and  the  fact 
not  everyone  would  wont  a  copy,  a  limited  number  were  printed  and  mailed  upon 


request 
tha 


ated  on  page  5-1  of  the  Draft  EIS  and 
mpanied  the  Draft  EIS. 


ilao  in  the  cover  letter 


The  CongreBB  of  the  United  States  acknowledged  the  importance  of  mineral 
resources  in  the  wording  of  the  Wilderness  Act  (1964)  and  the  Federal  Land 
Policy  and  Management  Act  (1976).   Extensive  efforts  are  mandated  therein  for 
Identification  of  mineral  values  in  all  areas  recommended  Buitable  for 
wllderneaa  designation.   In  the  Wlnnemucca  District  EIS,  suitability 
recommendations  have  been  affected  by  mineral  potential  even  where  :there  are 
no  known,  deposits.   Further  adjustments  could  be  made  based  on  lnformai-ion 
provided  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  of  Mines  mineral 
surveys . 

The  Summary  Table  haa  been  revised  per  comment. 


The  wildlife  section  ha 


revised  to  include  bighorn  Bheep. 


While  the  Inventory  concluded  that  the  area  as  a  whole  possessed  outstanding 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation  it  does  not 
Infer  that  every  acre  possesses  these  characteristics. 

Tha  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Mountaina-019  has  been  changed 
froa  suitable  aa  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unauitabla.   The  suitable 
recoomendation  waa  baaed  on  the  wilderness  valuea  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  aineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Hinerale 
Company  haa   nominated  the  area  aa  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  inforaation  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precioue  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  econoalc  precious  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
Inholdings  and  the  losa  of  wLldernesa  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  consideration. 

The  southern  portion  of  the  Mount  Limbo  WSA  south  of  Way  12  lacks  outstanding 
wilderness  characteristics  and  vehicle  use  in  most  of  this  portion  would  be 
difficult  to  control.   To  Include  this  area  would  not  appreciably  benefit 
those  seeking  solitude  or  primitive  recreation. 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creok-600D  ha<  been  changed  froa 
suitable  as  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  waa  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  commenta  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It' 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  No  Wilderness  Is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  aouthueat  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wllderneaa 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wl ldernesa  qualities  of  the  USA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  HPP  II  Recommendation  alternstlve  rslses  Serious 
doubt  aa  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  end  conf  Igurs  t  lor.  sre  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  acceaa  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  hesvy  camping  use  during  Mie  hunting  season. 

The  area  preliminarily  recoamended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acreB.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wlldernesB  valuea,  greatest  recrestlonal  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerna.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  Beveral 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  In  severe  nanageabl 1 1 ty  concerns. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatton  of  available 
information  concerning  these  sress,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  sod  consider  the  preferred  slternstlve  for  theBe  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  sreas  represent  the  beat  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 


The 

and 

the 

area 

the 


8,900  acres  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
rugged  canyons  and  gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
wilderness  values  and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 

Is  definable  and  manageable.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  uaferway  la  that 
surrounding  terrain  slopes  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  It   Once 
leave  the  [..mediate  vicinity  of  Che  rim,  you  are  Into  sagebrush  type  which 
.yplcal  ot  the  rolling,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
i  lea.   It  would  be  very  difficult  to  establish  a  manageable  boundary  if 
area  were  expanded  to  30,000  acres  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
er  zone  which  Is  forbidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 
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Though    High   Rock   Lake   WSA,    a*    a   whole,    possesses    outstanding   opportunities    for 
solitude,    prialtive    and    uncoafined    recreation,    not    every   acre   does.      The 
14,000  acres   preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    represent    the   area    where 
the    highest   wilderness    values    are    concentrated.      This   area    includes    such 
features   as   High    Rock   Lake,    Fly   Canyon,    including    the    "Potholes"    and    daa    and 
Box    Canyon.      The   area   alao   contains   areas    of    moderate  mineral    potential    sod 
great    care    was    taken    to   delineate    a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation  which  would    penult    the  development    of   moat    of    thla   potential 
while    still    maximizing    protection  of    the    wilderness    values. 

The    10,300  acres   preliminarily    recommended    for   wilderness    in    the    South   Jackson 
Mountains    focuses   on    the    very    highest   wilderness    values    In   the    WSA.      It 
includes    the    rugged    upper   elevations    including   majestic    King   Lear'peak,    and 
the   head*   of   ill   major   drainages   where    the    highest   wilderness   values   are.       It 
substantially   reduces    the   amount    of   high    to    moderate   mineral    potential   and 
moderate   geothennal    and    oil    and    gas    potential.      To    expand    the   area   would    tend 
to   lower   the   quality    of   wilderness   considerably,    particularly  solitude    sod 
noturalness,    and    cause    significant   manageability    concerns    from    off-road 
vehicle    use   on  approximately    3,000  acres   and    several   active   mining    arena. 

The    area   preliminarily    recommended    suitable   la   the   Pahute   Peak  WSA  has    been 
modified    to   the  Wilderness   Emphasis  alternative   of   25,200  acres.      Within   this 
area  are    the   highest   wilderness   values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least  manageability   concerna.      To  expand    the   area    to   40,000   acres    would 
greatly  decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    several 
active    rockhounding   areas,    include   approximately    11,000   acres   easily 
accessible    Co  off-road    vehicles    and    result    in    severe   manageability    concerns. 

Bureau   personnel    have    completed    a    thorough   revaluation  of   available 
information   concerning    these    areas,    analyzed    public   comments    from    the    Draft 
EIS   and    consider    the    preferred    alternative    for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seven  preliminarily    recommended    areas    represent    the    best    wilderness   quality 
areae    the  district    has    to  offer. 

is    prellminarl ly    recommended    But  table    contain    the   highly    scenic 
lyons    and    gorge    of    the    North    Fork    of    the    Little    Humboldt    where 

values    and    features   are   concentrated.       The    boundary    of    this 
bit;    and   manageable.       An    unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    is    that 
g    terrain   a J  ope a   away    f rora    the   canyon    rim,    not    Into    it.      Once 
loused  late    vie  I  nl  ty    uf    the    rim,    you   are    Into    sagebrush    type    which 
the    nil  11  ii  g,    aur  round  1  ng    area    easily    accessible    to   of  f-road 
would    be    very   difficult    to   establish  a   manageable    boundary    if 
expanded    to    30, 000    acres    for    the    purpose    of    establishing   a 
Icfe    is    forbidden    by    the    Wilderness  Management    Policy. 
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December  26,  1983 
Deer  aire, 

1  want  all  areas  currently  under  consideration 
for  wilderness  designation  to  be  approved. 

In  my  opinion  this  meager  amount  of  land  to 
be  spared  fron  destruction  Is  not  enough.  More  land 
should  be  added  to  this  amount  for  wilderness. 
It  started  with  the  Spanish  who  saw  only 
gold  in  th«it  discovery  of  the  North  American 
continent.  It  waB  continued  with  the  European 
occupation  of  the  "New  World." 

The  North  American  Indians  were  butchered 
and  their  lands  were  unlawfully  taken  from  them 
for  the  lust  of  precious  metals. 

It  is  continued  with  Heagan,  Watt,  Laxalt, 
developers,  rainerB  and  bankers. 

These  people  have  destroyed  enough. 
I  am  opposed  to  any  further  destruction 
by  any  private  or  government  agency. 

Sincerely,  William  Anaonia 
Reno,  Nevada. 
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Virginia  Range  Wildlife  Protection  Association 

Virginia  Range  Environmental  Protection  Association 


Winnamoooa  Dlctrlot  Manager, 
Bureau  or  Land  Management, 
705  W.  Fourth  St., 
Wlnnemuoea,  Hv,  09445 


Dear  31r: 


Deo  27,    1983 


After  reading  Doug  McMillan's   artiole   in   the   Mevada   State   Jour- 
nalise.   26)   on  designation  of  wilderness  areas   in   Horthwest 
■evada,    I  wish   to  add  ay  personal    Tolee  and  that   of   the  assoc- 
iation I  represent  in  support  of   setting  aside  as  many  of  the 
proposed  wilderness  areas  as  possible. 

We  are  totally  in   support  of   the  work  being  done  by  tbe  sierra 
Olub  and  Mr.    Watson  to   further   this   cause.      Mining  has   its  plaoe, 
of  eourse,    but  it  is  a  here-today-and-gone-tomorrow  type  of  act- 
ivity,  leaving  only  soars  and  ghost  towns   in  its  wake. 

Nevada   is  luoky   to  have   the  opportunity   to    set   aside   some   of  its 
landa^before   it  is  too  late.      Unfortunately,  many  Hevadans  have 
been      spoiled   .      Because  most   of  our  land  is  government  owned, 
and   thereby  available   to   the  publls,    they  are   enraged  when  they 
enoounter  obstructions   to  their  use   of  it.      What   they  don't 
realise  is  that  »■  one  of  tho  fastest  growing  areas   in  the  nation, 
their  use  will   inevitably  be  restricted  anywiy. 

*he   hLH's   setting  aside  of  wilderness   areas— and  all   the  work 
that  has  gone  into  it   so  far~ia  to  be  highly  commended  as  good 
custodianship  of  the  land.     It  will  guarantee  to  Mevadans  aid 
the  nation  that  tbe  unique  beauty  and  the  wide  open  spaces  of 
Mevada  will  always  be  preserved— in  part,    at  least. 


sincerely, 

Ueraldlnen, 
and  Exesutl 


£&J~i.^ 


Olson,  Storey  Oounty  He el dent, 
vc  Secretary,  VKWPA 


Copy  to  (evada  state  Journal 


P.O.  Box  666    e    Virginia  City,  Hevadi  69440    •    (702)  847-0766 


TOi   Prank  Shields 

Diatriot  Manager, 

Bureau  of   Land  Management 

Wlnnemucoa  Diatriot 


Dear  Mr.    Shields, 


1Mb   letter  contains  my  comments  which  addresses*  the   Draft  Wilderneea 
Environmental   Imaact  Statement  for  the  Wlnnemucca  Diatriot.      For  the   Bake   of 
brevity  I   shall  attempt   to   keep  my  commentB   short   and   to   the  point.    I  will 
follow   the   order  in  which  the  WSA'b   are   listed   in   the  draft  EIS  and   Tech. 
report. 

The  High  Rock  Lake  WSA  #  NV-02O-O07  is  an  excellent  candidate  for  inclusion 
into   the  Wilderness   Bystem.      I  am  quite  familiar  with   this  WSA  and    the   Calico 
WSA  a$i  they  are   both  part  of  my  annual  Calico  Mountain- Easter  Weekend   backpack 
trip.      The   BLM  ia  doing  quite  a  disservice    to  nation  by  only  recommending  a 
Bmall  portion  of    the  WSA  in  the   northern  quarter.      I  do  agree   that   there   is 
a  portion  by  the  ranch  off   of   Donnelly  oreak  that  may  not  meet     your  wilderneaa 
criteria,    but  the   majority  of   the   remaining  portion  does,   and   therefore   should, 
be  included.      Therefore,    I  very  Btrongly  urge   the   BLM  to  go  with   the   Wilderness 
EmphasiB   alternative  for   this   area  and   thus  realiaticly  reflect   the   true 
quality  of   this  WSA. 

The   Poodle  Mountain  WSA  #  NV-020-012   la   not   familiar  to  me,   but  I  have 
spoken  to  several  persons,   pro  wilderneaa  designation  and   against,   and    I 
have  gotten  the  feeling  that  this   too  has   the   qualities  which  meet  your  Wild- 
erneaa  criteria.      Apparently   there   are  aome   problems  around    the   north   Buffalo* 
Hills  area,    but   the   remaining  western,    eastern,    ami    southern  portions  do  have 
Wilderness    qualities,    and    therefTre   should   be  added    to   the   National   system. 
I  support   the  Wilderness   Emphasis   alternative  for  this  WSA,    contrary   to   "the 
Lack  of  known  public  support"(  pg.   1-9,   EIS). 


The  Pox  Raage  WSA  #  NV-O2O-014  is  known  to  me  by  day  hiking  through  the 
WSA  and   I  feel   that   this   one   ahould   not   only  be   recommended  for  Wilderneaa 
designation  for   the  Wilderness   Emphasis,    but  should     be  expanded    to   the   eastern 
border  f»om  the  major  fluve    (drainage)  on  the  T31    N/  T  30  N  boundry  aouth  to 
and   through  Bull   Basin,    to  Include   some  very  good      ballenas  and  fluves  of 
the   relict  fan  femnant,   along  with  aome   quite  good   geomorphic   landformB. 
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The   "   Pole   Creek"  WSA  #  NV-020-0MA  should  also  be   recommended  aa   Wildernees 
Bnphaais  alternative  delineation,    and   the   two     waya   Bhould  and  could   be   re- 
vere tated. 

|  I  am  very  happy  with   the   recommendation  of   the   BLM  concerning  the  Calico 

j     Mountain  WSA  #  NV-020-019.      This  WBA  I  am   the  most   familiar  with  out   of   the 
ones   contained    in  the  Winnemuca  District,   and   the   landforms  and  geological 
rock  structures   are   moat  unique.      Quite  frankly,    I  am  very  pleasantly  surprised 
that    tht   BLM  w^s  on  the   ball  when  this   recommendation  was  written  up.      I  fully 
support  it,    and    strongly  urge   the   BLM  to  give  a  high  priority  to  insuring  that 
this   outstanding  WSA     is   preserved   and   protected   from  thOBe  in  our  society 
who  are   quite  irresponsible.      I  do  wish  to  keep   returning  each  year  to 
explore    the  many  canyons   and   ridge   tops,   and   some   EaBter  make  It  to  the 
it-usive   top   of   Division  peak. 

The   Augusta  NTS.   WSA  #  NV-O3O-IO8  are   also  unfamiliar  to  me,   but  it  has 
been  recommended    to  me   to  explore  from  the   northern  most  section  of   the 
wilderness   emphasis   section   to   the   southeastern  section.      Thue,    to  inBUre   that 
I  am  afforded    the   opportunity   to  visit  thia   a  rea  in  its  natural   state,    I  very 
strongly  recommend   that   the   BLM  reinstate   all   but   the  western  and   eastern 
portions   (by  the  cherrystem  roads)   back  into  wilderness  considsration. 

The   Selenitea,   WSA  #  NV-020-200,   and     MT.    Umbo,   WSA  #  NV-020-201   both 
go   together  due   to  their  being  part  of   the   same  mountain  chain  and  containing 
Bharp   jagged   peaks     and  many  picturesque  landform  surfaces   throughout  the  entire 
range.      Thie   one  was  not  very  well   reviewed   by  the   BLM  staff,   and   all  aeotiona 
of   both  WSA'B  should  be   reentered   into  consideration,   and   recommended   as   BUCh. 
I  am  aurpriBBd   at   the   lack  of  public   support  for   the   Selenites,   aa  this  WSA 
has   some   quite   interesting  features   to  offer   the  explorer. 

Both   sections   of   the  Tobin  Mte. ,   WSA  #  NV-02O-4O6P  and  #  NV-020-406Q, 
are  alao  unfamiliar  to  me,     however  to  insure  that   they  remain  in  a*  natural 
a  atate   ae   poBslble,    the   BLM  should  reconsider  both.      The   China  Mtn.   WSA, 
as  explained   to  me,    ahould   be  recommended   for  the   area  covered  under  the 
Wilderness  emphasis  alternative,    and   the  Tobins  WSA  ahould   be  recommended 
to  include  all  portions   except   the  amall  private  holding  on  the  middle   of   the 
western  border. 

I  have  not  been  to  the   two  Blue   Lakes  WSAs,   #  NV-02O-6OO  b  NV-O2O-60OD, 
but  my  understanding  is  that  these  both  aoseeos  outstanding  Wilderness  charaot- 
eristB  and  should  be  reoommended     under  the  Wilderness  Baphasi.  alternative. 
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The  two  Jackson  Mountain  WSAs,  #  OT-02C-60}  &  NV-020-606,   are  both  splendid 
areas  to  hike  through,   and  compliment  the  Blaok  Rock  Desert.     The  BLM  did  not 
provide  enough  of  the  two  WSAs  areas  in  even  their  Wilderness  Baphasls  altern- 
atives,  let  alone  the  preferred,  and  should  expand  and  Include  more  of  these 
two  WSAs  in  their  Wilderness  recommendations.. 

The  Blaok  Rock  Desert  WSA  #  Nv-020-620  is  p»rhaps  the  moat  unique  of  all 
the  proposed  WSAe,  and  while  the  BLK  did  a  very  good  Job  of  handlelng  the 
input  of  diverse  interest.,  you  all  should  expand  the  boundrle.  of  your 
preferred  to  about  those  of  the  Wilderness  Baphasls.     I  very  muoh  enjoy  the 
Blaok  Rook,  and  it  doe.  rival  Death  Valley  in  It.  size  and- its  tranquility. 

The  two  Blaok  Rook  Rugs  WSAs,  #OT-020-621  4  NV-020-622  deserve  to  be 
enlarged.     The  out  up  job  whioh  seems  to  have  been  done  on  #  OT-020-622 
was  not  appropriate,  and  it  .hould  be  reconsidered.     The  Pahute  Peak  WSA  should 
bs  expanded   to  about  it.  WSA  boundry.     I  also  have  enjoaed  thia  range,  and 
am  dissapointed  in  the  shrunken  size  you  all  havs  whittled  it  down  to. 

Finally,  while  I  have  not  been  to  the  North  Pork  Little  Humboldt  River 
WSA  #  W-020-827,  I  see  no  reason  why  this  should  not  havs  been  reoommended 
for  Wildernees  in  its  sntirlty.     Please  restudy,   and  increase  the  WSA  to 
where  it  should  be,  namely  the  WSA  Boundry. 

I  also  fsel  that  a  few  comment,  on  thia  whole  set  of  WSAs  is  needed. 

1)  I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  soms  of  these  WSAS,  and  I  have  not 
been  bothered   by  the  periodic  military  flights.      This  is  a  very  lame  excuse 
and   the  BLM  should  not  stofip  to  using  thi*. 

2)  Regardless  of  the  mineral  potential  for  those  WSAs,  Congress  oan  always 
reopen  thess  areas  in  the  case  of  an  emergence.  But  if  these  areas  are  not 
recommended  Wilderness,  that  decision  oannot  be  reversed  if  the  WSAe  become 
greatly  altered.  Sinoe  not  declaring  these  WSAs  as  Wildernees  will  in  fact 
look  thsm  up  from  potential  multiple  uss,  I  agree  with  Bob  Warren  that  these 
WSAs  should  not  be  "looked  up".  This  is  a  strong  argument  for  including  even 
more  acreage  into  the  WSAs,    and   one   that  perhaps   the  BLM  should  pursue. 

3)  There,  are  several  mentions  made  of  argillic  layers  and  clay  amount.     Thia 
clay  is  primarily  derived  tmm  volcanic  activity,   and  it  possess1  high  percent- 
ages pf  montmorillionite  olay  than  the  more  ueefull  kaolinit..     Thus,   I  don't 
see  what  use  argillio  horizons  or  clay  contents  serves.     Any  psrson  familiar 
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with   the   Bail   resources  realizes   that  moat  of   these   Boils  are   Argids   or  OrthidB, 
or  the  younger  ones  are   EntiBols,   which  implies   rsuageland   UBe. 

4)  How  ueefull   would   the  Geothermal   potential   be   if   it   ia   realized.      I  imagine 
thit  moet  of    the  geothermal  hotsprings,    etc.,    are  high  in  salts  and   would 
prove    to    be    quite   corrosive. 

5)  Ae  a  mountain  bicyolist#   I   too  ara  a  ORVer.      I  have  accesB   to   just  about 
anywhere   you  can  imagine   since    I  can  carry  ray  mountain  bike   over  my  back. 
What  I  am  getting  at  is   th»  fact  that  it  is  not   the  vehicle   that  violates 
laws   and   hurras   lands,    but  rather  the  driver.      I  feel   that   I  am  responsible 
enough  to  stay  on  existing  roadwayB  andwill  not  go  "off  raad"in  fragile 
areas.      The   BLM  can  and  must  do  a  good   job  of  controlling  ORVera, 

6)  lastly,    the  whole  WSA  program  appears   to  hive   taken  a   '*what's  its  worth 
to  humane,    forget  everything  else"  attitude.    As   David   Ehrenfeld  points   out 
in  his   book,   The  Arrogance   of  Humanism,   by  considering  ourselves  as   the  only 
speciee  which  can  derive  a  value  from  whatever  resource  may  exist  in  an  area 
we   become   quite   arrogant  and   totally  ignore  reality.      Thus,   you  all   should 
be  placing  much  more  emphaBis   on  these  areas  worth   to  other  organisms,    both 
plant  and   animal,   and   reconsider  what  Wilderness   is   in  those   termB,      I  stare 
don't  want  another  sterile   landmaBs   like  what   Europe  has   become,    to  evolve 
in  the   state   in  which  I've   lived  for  21    years.      Aftee  all,    I  grew  up  here, 
and   I  very  much  love  getting  out  in  our  state.      Each  area  is  unique,    and 
would   therefore  expand    the  diversity  of   o^fr  National  Wilderness   system  no 
matter  whose  ecosystem  classification  you  use* 
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.,  Though  High   Rock  Lake   WSA,    as   a   whole,    possesses    outstanding    opportunities    for 

solitude,    primitive   and    uncoofined    recreation,    not    every  acre   does.      The 
14 ,000    acres    preliminarily    recommended    for    wilderness    represent    the  area    where 
the   highest    wilderness    values    are   concentrated.      This   area    includes   such 
features   as   High    Rock   Lake,    Fly   Canyon,    including    the    "Potholes"    and    dan  and 
Box    Canyon .      The    area    a  I  no   cootalns    areas    of   moderate  mineral   potential    and 
great    care   was    taken    to   delineate    a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
r e c oomc nd  a  1 1  o  q   which    would    permit    the    development    of    most    of    this    potential 
while    still    maximizing    protection    of    the    wilderness    values. 

g  Bureau   personnel    have    completed    a    thorough    devaluation  of    available 

information   concerning    these  areas,    analyzed    public   comments    from  the   Draft 
EIS   and    consider    the    preferred    alternative    for    these    11    areaa    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recoauended   areas    represent    the    best   wilderness    quality 
areas    the    district    has    to  offer. 

The    preliminary    recommendation    for    the    Calico    Mountalns-019    has    been    changed 
3  from  suitable    as    etated    in    the   Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      The    suitable 

recommendation  was    based    on    the    wilderneas    values   at    stake,    public    support    and 
preliminary   mineral    Information.      Since    the    Draft   was    published,    considerable 
Information    has    been    provided    by   companies    active    in    the    area,      Exxon   Minerals 
Company    has      nominated    the   area   as    an    "Area   of   Critical   Mineral    Potential"    and 
also   provided    additional    geological    information    Indicating    a    high  potential 
for   precious    metal    and    uranium  depoaita.      Ferret    Exploration    Co.,    Inc.,    has 
begun   new    exploration   activities    on   a    large   claim  block  within   the    southern 
portloo   of    the    USA  which  contains    the    highest    wilderneas    values.      Preliminary 
exploration    Indicated    a    high   probability    for    an    economic    precious    metal 
deposit.      Through    thla    exploration    activity,    the    company    plana    to   develop 
these    claims    to    the    point    of    proving   a    valid    discovery.       BaBed    on   the 
additional    geologic    Information,    the    probability    of    proving    a    valid    discovery 
and    an  economic    precious    metal    deposit    la    high.       Such   a    discovery    would    allow 
the    company    to    proceed    to    full    development.       Baaed    on    thla    new   documented 
precious    metal    mineralization,    manageability    problems    related    to    these   mineral 
lnholdinga    and    the    loss    of    wilderness    values,    thU   unit    has    been   dropped    from 
f..r*h*r  wf  IHcmeai    consideration. 

The    preliminary    recommendation    for   Alder    Creek-600D   has    been   changed    from 
^  suitable    aa    stated    in    the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      The    suitable 

recommendation    was    based    on    the   wilderness    values    and    Initial    public    support. 
Upon    evaluation   of    public    comments   made   during    the    public    comment    period,    it 
is    felt    that    due    to   the   small    size   of    the   unit,    No   Wilderness    Is    the    best 
alternative.      Conflicts    with    potential    development    of    private    lands   adjacent 
to    the    southwest    boundary    of    the  USA   under    All    Wilderness    and   Wilderneas 
Emphasis    would    seriously    compromise    the    wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA.      The 
limited    acresge    under    the   MKP   II    Recommendation   alternative    raises   serious 
doubt    sa    to    the    effective    management    of    the    unit. 

The    unit   contains    good,    but    no   spectacular    scenery    and   does    not    augment    the 
scenery   of    adjacent    Blue    Lakes.      When   considered    by    Itself    (discontinuous    of 
Blue    Lakes)    its    small    size   and    configuration   are    not    adequate   to    ensure   a 
visitor's    iaolation    from  outside   influences    on   solitude    and    restricts    the 
usable    apace    for   primitive    and    unconflned    recreation. 
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The    10,300  acres    preliainarlly    recommended    for    wilderness    In    the    South    Jackson 
Mountains    focusee   on    the    very  highest   wilderness    values    in    the   USA.      It 
includes    the   rugged    upper   elevations    Including  majestic    King  Lear    Peak,,    and 
the   heads  of    all    major    drainages   where    the    highest    wilderness    values    are.       It 
substantially    reduces    the    amount    of   high    to   moderate    aineral    potential    and 
moderate  geothermal    and    oil   and    gas    potential.      To    expand    the   area    would    tend 
to   lower    the   quality    of    wilderness    considerably,    particularly    solitude    and 
naturalness,    and    cause    significant    manageability    concerns    from   off-road 
vehicle   use   on   approximately    3,000  acres   and    several    active  mining   areas. 

Th!,?,re!  pre"°ln"11)'    "cosuaended    suitable    In   the    Pahute    Peak   WSA   has    been 
modified    to   the   Wilderness    Emphasis    alternative    of    25,200  acres.      Within    this 
area    are    the    highest    wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational   opportuol t lea 
and    least    manageability   concerns.      In  expand    the    area    to   40,000   acres    vould 
greatly   decrease    theae    scenic    values   snd    features,    uould    Include    seversl 
active    rockhoundlng  areas,    Include   approximately    11,000  acrea   easily 
accessible    to   off-road    vehicles    and    result    In    severe   aanageabl 11 ty .concerns . 

The    8, 900  acres    pre J iminart ly    recommended    buI table    contain    the  highly    scenic 
und    rugged    canyons    mi. J    gorge    of    the    North   Fork   of    the    Little.    Humboldt    where 
the   wj  (demean    value:,    and    features    are    concentrated.       The    boundary   of    this 
area    la   definable   and    manageable.       An   unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    la    that 
♦  he    surround  !  ng    teriM  in    ii'lopea   away    from    the    canyon    rim,     not    into    It,       Once 
you    leave    the    Immediate    vicinity    of    the    rim,    yon    are    Into    sagebrush    type   which 
1  si    ty;>  I  i-n  I    oi     i.  In'    ru  t  L 1  rtg  ,    aui'  rounding   area    eaally    accessible    to   of  f -road 
vehicles.        I',    would    lie    very    difficult    to    establish    a    manageable    boundary    if 
'.lie    area    we  re    expanded    to    30  h  000   acres    for    the    purpose    of    establishing    a 
buffer    zone    which    La    forbidden    by    the   Wilderness   Management    Policy. 

Military    flights   were    mentioned    aa   a  possible   conflict    in   terms  of  managing 
for    solitude    since    solitude    is    one    of    the   components    in   designated 
wilderness.      It    was    not    considered    to   be   a  major  manageability   conflict    or  as 
justification    for  a    nonsuitabie    recommendation.      Presently   known  occurrences 
were   used   as   a   baseline    only. 


December    26,     1983 

B16    Lillis 

N.  Las  VegaB  NV  B9030 

Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
705  E.  4th  St. 
Winnemucca  NV  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  your  wilderness 
recommendations  for  the  Winnemucca  District.   I  would  like  to 
support  all  of  the  areas  you  have  recommended  as  wilderness,  and 
also  urge  such  designation  for  some  areas  you  have  omitted. 

The  Black  Rock  Desert  is  certainly  an  area  deserving  of 
wilderness  status.   As  your  citizen  advisory  panel  recommended, 
the  wilderness  values  in  this  area  are  outstanding.   This  desert 
WSA,  the  largest  in  Nevada,  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  wild 
valleys.   Its  archeological  and  paleontological  resources  are 
unique  but  threatened.   The  Quinn  river  system  offers  special 
qualities  of  solitude,  wildlife  habitat,  and  spectacular  scenery. 
Designation  of  this  area  as  wilderness  will  be  a  delight  to  great 
numbers  of  Nevadans. 

I  was  also  delighted  to  see  your  preferred  alternative  for  the 
Calico  Mountains,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek,  and  Mount  Limbo.   All 
of  these  areas  are  indeed  worthy  to  be  designated  as  wilderness. 

Regarding  the  High  Rock  Lake  area,  I  prefer  the  Wilderness 
Emphasis  Alternative.   This  area  offers  unique  potholes  and  deep, 
spectacular  canyons.   It  is  an  outstanding  wilderness  area  and 
the  much  larger  acreage  is  an  appropriate  recommendation. 

I  also  believe  that  the  South  Jacksons,  Pahute  Peak,  and  the 
North  fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River  all  need  to  be  expanded. 
It  is  important  for  the  Pahute  Peak  area  especially,  in  order  to 
adequately  protect  its  wilderness  values. 

Finally,  I  feel  that  the  following  areas  should  also  be 
designated  as  wilderness: 
North  Black  Rock  Range 
North  Jackson  Mountains 

China  Mountain  (as  outlined  in  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alt.) 
Poodle  Mountain  |*     ■       "   "       n  *     *J 

Fox  Range        ( "     "       *   "       "  "      " ) 

Augusta  Mountains  ("    "      ■    "      "         "     wl 
I  am  afraid   many  of  these  areas  were  excluded  based  on  their 
possible  mineral  values.   I  believe  that  such  exclusion  at  this 
point  is  premature.   So  far,  assessments  of  these  areas'  mineral 
values  is  merely  speculative.   Furthermore,  you  have  not 
evaluated  other  possible  sources  for  such  minerals  even  if  they 
do  exist  here.   It  is  important  that  we  not  exclude  an  area  from 
wilderness  status  just  because  certain  minerals  may  exist  there. 
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Especially  if  there  are  other  sufficient  sources  for  the  mineral, 
wilderness  designation  may  well  be  the  highest  and  best  use  for 
the  area. 

I  realize  that  you  have  already  recommended  a  large  portion  of 
the  Winnemucca  District  as  wilderness.   However,  it  is  important 
to  recognize  that  this  area  has  enormous  wilderness  values.   Such 
values  are  important  to  citizens  throughout  our  enormous  state. 
As  the  population  grows,  it  becomes  increasingly  important  that 
we  have  set  aside  large  areas  for  wilderneso. 

Sincerely , 


Cheri  Cinkoske 


The  preliminary  reconuoendat Ion  for  the  Calico  Mountalna-019  has  been  changed 
f con  suitable  aa  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  Buitable 
recommend at lun  wag  baaed  on  the  wilderness  gslues  at  stake ,  public  ■ up port  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
Information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  Indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  thia  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Baaed  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
snd  sn  economic  preclouB  netal  deposit  la  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
t  tie  company  to  proceed  to  full  deve  lopment .   Rased  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  ml ne  rail zat  ion  ,  raanageabi 1 ity  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
In holding a  and  the  loaa  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  ha a  been  dropped  from 
further  wilderness  conslderstlon. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-6Q0D  has  been  changed  froa 
suitable  as  staced  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wl lderness  values  and  Initial  public  support. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  it 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  1b  the  beat 
aiternatl ve,   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  WiiJerneas 
Emphasis  would  seriously  comprooi  se  the  wtldernesB  qualities  of  the  WSA ,   The 
limited  ac  re age  under  the  MFP  II  Recommend at  ion  alternative  raises  ierlous 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contatnB  good ,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  consist  red  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes )  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  nut  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outalde  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  Bpace  for  primitive  and  unconf lned  rec  reati  on . 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  sod  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  malnts  ined  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  a  round  the  reaervolr,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Che  hunting  season. 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  whera 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  aa  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  etill  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 
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The    10,300  acre*    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    In    the    South   Jackson 
Mountains    focuses   on    the    very   highest,  wilderness   values    la    the  USA.       It 
Includes    the    rugged   upper    elevations    Including  majestic    King  Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heads   of    all   major   drainages    uuere    the  highest    wl ldorness    va lues   are .       It 
subatant lally    reduces    the    amount    of    high    to    moderate    mineral    potential    and 
moderate  geothermal    and   oil    and    gas    potential.      To  expand    the  area  would    tend 
to    lower    the   quality    of   wilderness    considerably,    particularly   solitude  and 
naturalness ,    and   cause    slgnlf leant   ma na geabl 11 ty    concerns    f roa  of f -road 
vehicle    use    on  approximately    3,000  acres    and    sevecal    active  mining  areas. 

The    area    preliminarily    recommended    suitable    in    the    Pahute    Peak  USA   has    been 
modified    to   the   Wllderneas   Emphasis   alternative    of   25,200  acres.      Within    this 
area   are    the   highest    wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least    manageability    concern*.       To    expand    the    area    to    40,000    acres    would 
greatly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    Include    several 
active    rockhoundtng   areas,    include    approximately    11,000  acres    easily 
accessible    to  off-road    vehicles    and    result    in   severe  manageability    concerns. 


Tli 


H , 900  nc  re a    prel I  ml  an rl ly    recommended    mil  table    conta In    the   highly   scenic 
tugged    canyons   and  gurgu    of    the   North   Furk   of    the    Little    Humboldt   where 


the    w  L  Jderiierta    v«  luea    and    f  eatureH    are   concentrated .       The    boundary   of    this 
area    la    definable    mid   nanagetthle.       An    unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    la    that 
the    Bur round  I ng    ' erratn    a  lope a    away    from    the    canyon    rim,    not    into    It.       Once 
you    I  eave    the    Ioi.i<-  !I n'le    viclnl ty    of    the    rim,    you    are    into    sagebrush    type    which 
Is    typlca  I    dI     'lie    i .. !  L I  nj; .    a  ur  round  1  rig    a  rea   easily    accessible    to    of  f-road 
vchlc lea.        It    would    be    very    difficult    to   eatabli  sh   a    manageable    boundary    If 
Chi!    urea    were    t.'*|j.nide.l    to    30,000   acres    for    the    purpose    of    ewtabllahlng   a 
buffer    zone    which    Ik    forbidden    by    the    Wilderness    Management    Policy. 

Bureau    personnel    have   completed    a    thorough   devaluation  of   available 
Information   concerning    these    areaa.    analyzed    public    comments    from    the    Draft 
EIS   and    consider    the    preferred    alternative   for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recommended   areas    represent    the    best   wilderness    quality 
areas    the   district    has    to    offer. 


December    21,     1983 


Mr.    Frank    Shields 
District   Manager,    BLM 
705    East    Fourth    Street 
Winnemucca,    NV      894  45 

Dear   Mr.    Shields  : 

Although  we   are  no   longer   able   to   hike    in    the  wilderness, 
we    believe    that    certain    wilderness    areas    need    to    be    preserved 
from    intrusion   of   ORV's.      Among   these    is   the   unique   Black 
Rock   Desert — an   area  which   has    important   archeological   and 
natural    resources .      We    support   your  wilderness   alternative 
and   management   plan   to   protect   these   important    resources . 

Sincerely , 


Bob   Diamond 


Jean    Diamond 


960    West    12th    Street 
Reno,    Nevada      89503 
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MINERALS 

EXPLORATION 

COALITION 

Minerals  Advocate 
In  Public  Policy 

12640  West  Cedar  Drive 
P.O.  Box  15638 
Denver.  Colorado    B0215 
303/989-5567 


December  22,  17B3 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  F-ourth  Street 
Wi nnemucca,  NV  B9445 

Dear  Mr.  Shieldsi 

These  comments  constitute  the  response  of  the 
Minerals  Exploration  Coalition  (MEC)  to  the 
Winnemucca  District  Draft  Wilderness  Envi ornmental 
Impact  Statement.   The  MEC  is  a  coaliton  of 
exploration  companies  and  individuals  conducting 
exploration  on  federal  lands. 

One  of  the  main  concerns  of  MEC  is  access  to  areas 
of  mineral  potential  where  valuable  deposits  may  be 
found  so  that  expl  or-  at  i  on  can  proceed . 

While  we  believe  the  preferred  alternative  is  the 
best  alternative  and  we  agree  with  the 
recommendation  Df  no  wilderness  for  nine  of  the 
WSA's  we  offer  the  following  comments  and  request 
that  amendments  be  made  accordingly. 

HIGH  RQCK  LAKE — The  WSA  has  good  mineral  and 
geothermal  potential,  therefore,  consideration 
should  be  given  to  boundary  changes  to  exclude  the 
areas  with  potential  from  the  proposed  wi 1 derness. 

CALICO  MOUNTAINS — The  entire  WSA  has  very  high 

mi  neral  potent  i  al  and  shoul d  not  be  recommended  as 

suitble  for  wilderness  designation. 
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bLlfc  LAKES-- Much  of  the  WSA  has  moderate  mineral  potential, 
therefore,  we  recommend  that  boundary  changes  be  made  to 
exclude  the  areas  wi  th  mineral  potent i  al  from  the  proposed 
wi  1 derness . 

ALDER  CREEK  —The  recommended  4 ,000-acre  wilderness  does  not 
meet  the  minimum  size  requirement  of  5, 000  acres;  it  shoul d 
not  be  recommended. 

SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS — This  WSA  has  high  mineral  potential 
and  should  not  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designation. 

BLACK  ROCK  DESERT — The  WSA  has  moderate  to  high  potential  for 
metallic  and  nonmetallic  minerals,  geothermal  energy  and  oil 
and  gas  with  many  mining  claims  and  mineral  1  eases.   These 
resource  values  far  outweigh  the  wilderness  values,  therefore, 
the  a.rea    should  not  be  recommended  for  wilderness 
desi gnation. 

Each  of  these  areas  with  significant  mineral  resource 
potential  should  not  be  recommended  for  wilderness  designation 
thus  limiting  or  excluding  exploration  and  production. 
Mineral  related  activities  can  be  carried  cut  with  minimal 
impact  on  other  resource  values  under  current  regulations 
without  wilderness  designation. 

Thank  you  for  the  opprotunity  to  comment  on  this  DEIS. 

Si ncerel y , 


Qi 


John  D.  Wells 
Presi  dent 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-0l9  has  been  changed 
from  suitable  aa  stated  in  the  Draft  E1S  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  In  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  Information  indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
begun  new  exploration  act  titles  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  USA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Based  on  the 
addirional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  1b  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  foil  development.   Based  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
inholdlngs  and  the  loaa  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  fias  been  dropped  from 
Further  wi  id erne as  consideration. 

Great  care  was  exercised  in  establishing  the  boundaries  for  the  preliminarily 
recommended  areas  in  the  Blue  Lakes  and  Black  Rock  Desert  WSAs  to  exclude  the 
maximum  amount  of  potential  minerals  without  compromising  the  wilderness 
values.   In  both  units,  the  Bmall  amount  of  potential  mineral  acreage  to  be 
gained  by  the  suggested  changes  don't  make  it  feasible. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-bOOD  has  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendstlon  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  Bupport. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comment a  made  dur I og  the  public  comment  per  lod ,  it 
is  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  uait,  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasia  would  seriously  compromise  the  wi lderneaa  qualities  of  the  USA,   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  HFP  II  Recommendati on  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  UGlt  . 

The  uni  t  contains  good ,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doeB  not  augment  the 
ecenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakea.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  s 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  space  for  primitive  and  unconf i  ned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  sec ess  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir ,  especially 
the  hesvy  camping  use  during  the  hunting  season. 

The  10,300  acres  preliminarily  recooneoded  for  wllderneaa  In  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
substantially  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
moderate  geotheraal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  snd  cause  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 
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December    1'j,    iy6j 
5901   Broadway  #1 
Oakland,    Ca  .    yi|6lb 


r>Yanl«    .Shields,    District   Manager 
Bureau  of   Land  Management 
705  E.    4th   3t. 

ainnemucca,    Nevada   39445 


Thank   you  for   recommending  wilderness   atatua   for 
the  Black  Rock   Desert,    Calico  Mountains,    Blue 
Lakes/Alder  Creet  and   Mt.    Limbo.      This   is   good  news 
to  conservationists.      Our  information   is   that   these 
will  make   superb  wilderness   areas. 

The   following  areas,    also   recommended,    should  be 
increased   in   size,    as   recommended   by  consorvationlsts . 
High  Rock   Lake  l4,0C0acres    to   53,000  acres 

South  Jackson  Range        20,094  acres    to  25,000.eeres 
Pahute   Peak  31,009  acres    to  >40,000  acres 

North  Pork,  8,900  acres   to   30,000acres 

(little   Humbolt  RiverP 

Why  were  not   the  following  areas  considered   for  wilderness 

designation? 

North  Black  Range  25,000  acres 

North  Jackson  Mountain  15,000/acres 

China  Mountains  8,900  acres 

Poodle   Mountain  87,900  acres 

Pox  Range  23,600/acres 

August  Mountains  J.2,#00  acres 

I   understand   they  have  all   the  qualities   for  wilderness 

areas . 


Marta    Porter 


H^ 


Though    High   Rock.   Lake   WSA,    as    a   whole,    possesses   outstanding   opportunities    for 
solitude,    primitive    and    uncooflned    recreation,    not    every   acre   does.       The 
14,000   acres    preliminarily    recommended    for   wilderness    represent    the    area    where 
the    highest  wilderness    values   are  6oncent rated .       This    area    includes    such 
features    as    High    Rock    Lake,    Fly    Canyon,    Including    the    "Potholes"   and  dam   and 
Box    Canyon.      The    area   also    contains    areas    of    moderate    mineral    potential    and 
great    rare   was    taken    to    delineate    a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation  which  would    permit    the   development    of    most    of    this    potential 
while    still   maximizing    protection   of    the    wilderness    values. 

The    10,300  acres   preliminarily    recommended    for    wilderness    In   the    South   Jackson 
Mountains    focuses    on    the    very    hlgheot    wilderness    values    la   the  USA.      It 
Includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    including   majestic    King  Lear    Peak,    sad 
the    heads    of   all    major    drainages   where    the    highest    wilderness   values    are.       It 
substantially    reduces    the    amount    of    high   to  moderate  aineral    potential    and 
moderate   geothermal   aod    oil    and    gas    potential.      To  expand    the   area    would    tend 
to   lower    the   quality    of    wilderness   considerably,    particularly   solitude   and 
naturalneau,    and    cauae    significant   manageability   concerns    from  off-road 
vehicle    use  on   approximately    3,000  acres    and    several    active  mining    areas. 

The 

modi 

area 

and 

grea 

act  1 

acce 


area    preliminarily    recommended    suitable    in   the    Pahute   Peak  WSA  has    been 
fled    to   the  Wilderness    Emphasis    slternative   of    25,200  acres.      Within    this 

are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
least  manageability  concerns.  To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
tly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    include    several 

ckhoundlng    areas,    include   approximately    11,000   acres   easily 
sslble    to  off-road    vehicles   and    result    io    severe  manageability   concerns. 

The    H.900  acres    preliminarily    recommended    suitable   contain    the    highly    scenic 
and    rugged    canyon?)    and    gorge    of    Mie    Nnrth   Fork   of    the    Little   Humboldt    where 
the    wl  MernuHs    va  Luc  a    and    Teat  urea    am    consent  rated  .       The    boundary    of    till  a 
a  r«a    J  :t    tint  J  nal>l<:   ii mi   naildgt;able.      An   uiiuHiiii  1     feature   of    this   waterway    !  a    that 
tlie    suitimn.i  I  tii;   urm  In    u  lopes   away    from    «.ht-   cm  yon    rim,    nut    into    It.      Once 
you    1 1- tive    tliu     I  nmnuil  ..r*.1    v I cttil  ty    of    the    r  hu,    yuit    are    Into    sagebrush    type    which 
is    typical    i>tf    tin;    railing,    surrounding    urea    easily    accessible    to   off-road 
vehicles.       Tt    wutild    be    v«=rjr    difficult    to    establish   a    manageable    boundary    If 
tlu!   area    were   ux pa nde J    tu    W.IKNI  tic  res    for    the    purpose    ot    establishing  a 
buC  tor    zone    wh  I  eh    1  s    i  orbl  ildcu    hy   the   WI ldexnesa   Han  ay  erne  nt    Po  Li  cy  . 

Bureau    personnel    have   completed   a    thorough  reevaluatlon    of    available 
information   conce ruing    these    area  a  ,    analyzed    public    comments    from   the    Draft 
EIS    and    consider    the    preferred   alternative    for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seven    prelioinsrily    recommended    areas    represent    the    best   wilderness    quality 
areas    the   district    has    to   offer. 
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pE  LONG   RANCHES  INC. 
r.  o.  box  lost 

WINNKMUCCA.  NEVADA      ••44D 

Deo. 21, 1983 

B.L.M.. 

District  Manager  Frank  Sheilds 

705  E.    >fth.    St. 

Winneaucca,  Nevada  &9^5 

Dear  Mr.  Sheilds: 

Comments  on  the  Draft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  statement: 

Your  Recreation  in  (603)  S.  Jackson  Mountains  says  "fishing 
would  remain  the  same.  We  do  not  know  of  any  fishing  in  that 
area  NOW.  The  big  game  hunting,  bird  hunting,  Hiking  and  mountain 
climbing  should  be  no  different.  Animals  (many  feed  in  ranchers 
fields  and  meadows  now),  birds  and  mountains  will  still  be  there 
if  they  (wilderness  People) are  so  needful  of  that  type  of 
recreation,  It's  all  there  now.  Why  change  it? 

We  don't  understand  your  Present  A.D.M.  count  in  the  3,  WSA's, 
Black  Eock  Desert,  North  and  South  Jackson  Mountains. 

Another  thing  that  bothers  us  is  your  calling  the  Old  Lay  H6t 
Spring McFarlan's  Hot  Spring. 

Don't  know  when  you  did  your  horse  count  on  Jackson  Mountain. 
Sure  don't  like  160  horses  allowed  in  our  permit  area.  Was 
it  before  or  after  you  ran  horses  in  the  Ken  Erp's  erea  and 
East  of  Blue  Mountain?  Any  way,  horses  started  in  both  areas 
were  driven  or  started  in  our  direction.  Both  offeseB  were 
observed  and  known  to  be  true.  •t/Uw 

A  short  time  ago  you  didn't  have  any  trend  plots  around  here. 
Where  are  they?  How  often  or  what  time  of  year  do  you  check  them? 

Another  thing  that  bothers  us.  Is  the  States  Waters.  We  feel 
it  belongs  to  the  State  of  Nevada  and  it's  residents.  The 
B.L.M.  uses  our  money(as  much  as  any  one  elses  Money),  to  do 
the  work  to  claim  the  water  for  the  B.L.M. 

Yours   truly, 

■£  ->  **— >> 

Bill/Dale  DeLong     • 
DeLong  Ranches,  Inc. 
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l|07    filuefield    Drive 
San    Jose,     CA       9513° 

December    26,    1983 

Dl stri  ct    Manager 
Bureau    of    land    Management 
705  Eaat   Fourth    Street 
Winnemucca ,    NV      89I4J1!? 

Attn:       Mr.    Prank    Shields 

Dear   Sir: 

I  have  reviewed  the  "Winnemucca  District  -  Draft  - 
Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement " ,  and  ,  as  Public 
Lands  Committee  Chairman  of  the  Santa  Clara  Valley  Gem  and 
Mineral  Society  ( P0  Box  Sh ,    San  Jose,  CA  95103),  have  pre- 
nared  the  following  comments  in  their  behalf. 


The  only  area  on  whi 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  Are 
rockhounding  activities  i 
and  cutting  materials,  in 
with  unique  interiors.   0 
tions  are  in  the  areas  al 
however,  there  are  a  few 
Area  (NV-020-621 ) .   In  al 
choice  locations  waiting 
many  rockhounds  the  incen 
tj  wheel  drive  vehicles  to 
nossible  prospects.   Many 
a  wilderness  designation 
gain  access.   In  fact,  d 
puts  it  out  of  reach  of 
sum  it  up,  we  request  tha 
31,000  acrea  presently  re 
in  the  "Preferred  Alterna 
be  removed  and  access  to 
the  older  rockhounds  and 


ch  we  have  specific  knowledge  is 

including  Pahute  Peak.   Our 
n  the  area  are  primarily  for  lapidary 
eluding  colorful  Jaspers  and  geodes 
ranted,  the  major  known  source  loca- 
ready  eliminated  from  the  study; 
known  areas  in  the  Pahute  Peak 

I  probability,  there  are  more 
to  be  found .   This  endeavor  provides 
tlve  to  get  out  and  prospect ,  using 

get  within  hiking  distance  of 
of  our  members  are  over  65»  and 
makes  it  impossible  for  them  to 
claration  of  any  area  as  "wilderness", 

II  but  our  youngest  members.   To 
t  as  many  acres  as  possible,  of  the 
commended  for  wilderness  designation 
tive"  for  the  Pahute  Peak  area, 
them  be  assured  for  all.  Including 
those  with  minor  disabilities. 


I  would  like  to  comment  onAppendix  A,  "Black  Rock  Desert 
Extended  Study".   As  I  read  it,  the  Appendix  points  to  the 
primary  recreational  use  of  the  area  being  the  collection 
of  artifacts.   Prom  those  I  have  talked  to,  the  primary 
recreational  activity  is  rockhounding  and  hunting,   I , 
personally,  camped  at  the  Double  Hot  Springs  this  past  Labor 
Day  Weekend.   There  were  many  self  contained  trailers  and 
motorhomes  in  the  area ,   The  majority  (if  not  all),  were 
with  rockhound  groups  -  including  "rock  clubs"  from  Nevada 
and  California.   There  were  at  least  5   different  clubs 
represented  from  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area.   None  of  the 
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cHmperB  I  talked  to  discussed  artifacts  -  their  main  interest 
was  lapidary  materials.   I  did  notice  a  Dept.  of  Interior 
vehicle  touring  the  area  on  one  or  the  Labor  Weekend  days 
(probably  Sunday).   They  did  not  atop  to  talk  to  any  of  the 
people  camped  at  Double  Hot  Springs.   That  would  have  been 
an  opportune  time  to  get  the  pulse  of  the  visitors  and  their 
objectives  In  being  there  that  weekend. 

If  I  can  clarify  any  of  the  above  comments,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  call  or  write.   I  can  be  reached  at 
work  on  1408-925-6736,  or  at  home  on  l|08-578-7067 . 


Sincerely, 


7u«J.  &  A 


Prank  M.    Monez 


"■fr- 


December  27,   1983 


Prank     Shields,   District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Winnemucca,   Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.   Shleldoi 

As   a  long-time  oltiaen  of  Nevada,   I  feel  It  la  my  right  and  duty  to  vole, 
my  full  support  for     the  proposed  wilderness  areas   In  your  district.     Ihe 
wilderness   area  concept  is   a  far-sighted,    Intelligent  one.    guaranteeing 
the   existence   of  unpolled-  l.nu,   air  and  water  for  all  citiiens   and  their 
posterity   to  enjoy  and   teasure   now  and  forever.      In  addition,    I   give  my 
full   support  to   the  Conservationist'.  Alternative  which  Includes   the 
followingi 

1.  Black  Book  Desert  (173,300  aorea) 

2.  Calloo  Mountain.  (58,000  acres) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek   (20,000   acres) 
4,     Mount  Umbo  (12,900  aorea) 

5.  High  Rock  Lake,   from  14,000  aorea   to  Wilderness  Emphaela 
Alternative   (53,000      aorea) 

6.  South  Jecksona,   from  20,094  aorea  to  25,000  aorea 

7.  Pahute  Peak     from  31,000   acres   to  40,000   acres 

8.  North  fork  of  the  Little     Humboldt  River  from  8,900  acres 
to  30,000  aorea 

9.  North  Black  Hook  Range   (25,000  aoras   ) 

10.  North  Jackson  Mountains   (15,000  acres) 

11.  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasia  Alternative,    8.900 
acrea ) 

12.  Poodle  Mountain     (Wilderness   imphasls  Alternative,   87,900 
acres) 

13.  Pox  Range   (Wilderness   Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800   acres) 

14.  Augusta  Mountalna   (Wilderness  EmphasiaAlternative,    12,800 
acres) 

I  also  support  wilderness   status   for  two  additional   areas  I      the  North  Black 
Rook  Range   and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains. 


Sincerely, 


/Vis 


%no3 


/-<>  „y  i^        <   M^.uJ   ■    0)    J\iihMaj 
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December   27,   1983 


Frank     Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Winnemuoca,    Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.   Shleldai 

As   a  long-time  oitlson  of  Nevada,    I  feel  it  la  my  right  and  duty  to  voioo 
my  full  support  for     the  proposed  wilderness  areas   in  your  distrlot.      The 
wilderness   area  concept   is   a  far-sighted,    intelligent  one,    guaranteeing 
the   existence   of  unspoiled  land,    air  and  water  for  all  citizens   and  their 
posterity  to  enjoy  and   toasure  now  and  forever.      In  addition,   I  give  my 
full  support  to  the  Conservationist' •  Alternative  which  includes  the 
following! 

1.  Black  Rook  Desert  (173,300  acres) 

2.  Calioo  Mountains  (58,000  aores) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek   (20,000  acres) 
4.     Mount  Limbo  (12,900  acres) 

5.  High  Rock  Lake,    from  14,000  acres   to  Wilderness  Emphasis 
Alternative   (53,000     acres) 

6.  South  Jacksons,    from  20,094  acres   to  25,000  aores 

7.  Pahute  Peak      from  31,000   acres   to  40,000  acres 

8.  North  fork  of  the  Little     Humboldt  River  from  8,900  aores 
to  30,000  acres 

9.  North  Black  Rock  Range   (25,000  aoreo   ) 

10,  North  Jackson  Mountains   (15,000  aores) 

11,  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,   8,900 
acres) 

12,  Poodle  Mountain      (Wilderness  a-mphasis  Alternative,   8?, 900 
acres) 

13.  Fox  Range   (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800   aores) 

14.  Augusta  Mountains   (Wilderness  EmphasisAlternative,    12,800 
aores) 

I  also  support  wilderness   status   for  two  additional  areas  I      the  North  Slack 
Rook  Range   and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains. 


Sincerely, 


J. '•'-'  /lie.    //;/<■,,,.<.     hi-.) 
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December    27,    I983 


Frank     Shields,   District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Winnemucca,   Nevada  69445 

Dear  Mr.   Shleldai 

As   a  long-time  oltlten  of  Nevada,   I   feel  It  la  my  right  and  duty  to  voice 
ray  full  support  for     the  proposed  wilderness  areas   in  your  district.      The 
wilderness   area  concept  is   a  far-sighted,   intelligent  one,    guaranteeing 
the  existence  of  unspoiled  land,   air  and  water  for  all  citiiens   and  their 
posterity  to  enjoy  and   teasure  now  and   forever.      In  addition,   I  give  my 
full  support  to   the  Conservationist's  Alternative  whloh  includes   the 
foliowingi 

1.  Black  Rook  Desert  (173,300  aores) 

2.  Calico  Mountalna   (58,000  acras) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek   (20,000  acres) 
4.      Mount  Limbo   (12,900   aores) 

5.  High  Rock  Lake,   from  14,000  acres   to  Wilderness  Emphasis 
Alternative   (53,000     acres) 

6.  South  Jacksons,   from  20,094  aores  to  25,000  aores 

7.  Pahuta  Peak     from  31,000   acres  to  40,000  acres 

8.  North  fork  of  the  Little     Humboldt  River  from  8,900  acres 
to  30,000  aores 

9.  North  Black  Rock  Range   (25,000  aoreo   ) 

10.  North  Jackson  Mountalna   (15,000  aores) 

11.  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,    8.900 
acres) 

12.  Poodle  Mountain     (Wilderness   &mphajis  Alternative,   87,900 
acres ) 

13.  Fox  Range  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800  aores) 

14.  Augusta  Mountalna   (Wilderness  EmphasisAlternative,    12,800 
acres) 

I  also  support  wilderness   status  for   two  additional   areas  1      the  North  Black 
Rook  Range  and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains. 


Sincerely, 
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December  27,  1983 


Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  hat  Fourth  St. 
Winnemucce,  Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.  Shieldsi 

As  a  long-time  citizen  of  Nevada,  I  feel  it  la  my  right  and  duty  to  volao 
my  full  support  for  the  proposed  wilderness  areas  in  your  district.   The 
wilderness  area  concept  is  a  far-sighted,  intelligent  one,  guaranteeing 
the  existence  of  unspoiled  land,  air  and  water  for  all  oitiiens  and  their 
posterity  to  enjoy  and  teasure  now  and  forever.   Iw  addition,  I  give  my 
full  support  to  the  Conservationists  Alternative  whloh  Includes  the 
followlngi 

1.  Black  Rook  Desert  (173,300  aores) 

2.  Calloo  Mountain*  (58,000  aores) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  (20,000  aores) 
4.   Mount  Limbo  (12,900  acres) 

5.  High  Rock  Lake,  from  14,000  aores  to  Wilderness  Emphasis 
Alternative  (53.000   aores) 

6.  South  Jacksons,  from  20,094  aores  to  25,000  aores 

7.  Pahute  Peak  from  31,000  acres  to  40,000  aores 

8.  North  fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  Rivor  from  8,900  aorea 
to  30,000  aores 

9.  North  Black  Rook  Range  (25,000  aores  ) 

10.  North  Jackson  Mountains  (15,000  aores) 

11.  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,  8.900 
acres) 

12.  Poodle  Mountain   (Wilderness  "-aphasia  Alternative,  87,900 
acres) 

13.  Fox  Range  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800  aores) 

14,  Augusta  Mountains  (Wilderness  EmphasisAlternatlve,  1,2,800 
acres) 

I  also  support  wilderness  status  for  two  additional  areasl   the  North  Black 
Rock  Range  and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains. 

Sincerely, 
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December   27,   1983 


Frank     Shields,   District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Winnemuooa,    Nevada  6W5 

Dear  Mr.   Shields, 

As   a  long-tine  oitiien  of  Nevada,   I   feel  it  is   my  right  and  duty  to  voice 
ray  full  support  for     the  proposed  wilderness  areas  in  your  district.     The 
wilderness   area  concept  is   a  far-sighted,    Intelligent  one,    guaranteeing 
the   existence   of  unspoiled  land,    air  and  water  for  all  oititens  and  their 
posterity  to  enjoy  and  teasure   now  and  forever.      In  addition,    I  give  my 
full   support  to  the  Conservationist's  Alternative  which  includes   the 
f ollowingi 

1,  Black  Rook   Desert  (173,300  acres) 

2,  Calico  Mountains   (58,000  acres) 

3,  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  (20,000   acres) 
It,     Mount  Limbo   (12,900  aores) 

5.  High  Rock  Lake,    from  14,000  acres   to  Wilderness  Emphasis 
Alternative   (53,000      aores) 

6.  South  Jacksona,   from  20,09*  acres  to  25,000   aores 

7.  Pahute  Peak      from  31,000    acres   to  40,000  aores 

8.  North  fork  of  the  Little     Humboldt  River   from  8,900  aores 
to  30,000  acres 

9.  North  Black  Rock  Range   (25,000   acres    ) 

10.  North  Jackson  Mountains   (15,000  aores) 

11.  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,    8.900 
acros ) 

12.  Poodle  Mountain      (Wilderness  imphasls   Alternative,    87,900 
acres) 

13.  Fox  Range   (Wilderness   Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800   aores) 

14.  Augusta  Mountains    (Wilderness  EmphaslsAlternative,   12,800 
acres ) 

I   also  support  wilderness   status    for   two  additional  areas  I      the  North  Black 
Rock  Range   and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains, 


Sincerely 


December  2? 9   1983 


Frank  Shields  ,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St, 
Winnemuaca,  Nevada  89^*5 

Dear  Mr.  Shields, 

As  a  long-time  oititen  of  Nevada,  I  feel  it  ia  my  right  and  duty  to  voice 
my  full  support  for  the  proposed  wilderness  areas  in  your  district.   The 
wilderness  area  concept  is  a  far-sighted,  intelligent  one,  guaranteeing 
the  existence  of  unspoiled  land,  air  and  water  for  all  cititens  and  their 
posterity  to  enjoy  and  teasure  now  and  forever.   In  addition,  I  give  my 
full  support  to  the  Conservationist's  Alternative  which  includes  the 
following, 

1.   Black  Rock  Desert  (173,300  acres) 

2B      Calico  Mountains  (58,000  acres) 

3.   Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek  (20,000  acres) 

•*•«   Hount  Limbo  (12,900  acres) 

5,  High  Rock  Lake,  from  14,000  acres  to  Wilderness  Emphasis 
Alternative  (53,000   aores) 

6,  South  Jacksona,  from  20, 094  acres  to  25.000  aores 

7,  Pahute  Peak   from  31,000  acres  to  40,000  acres 

8,  Worth  fork  of  the  Little   Humboldt  River  from  8,900  aarea 
to  30,000  acres 

9,  North  Black  Rock  Range  (25,000  acres  ) 
10c    North  Jackson  Mountains  (15,000  aores) 

11,  China  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,  8,900 
acres) 

12,  Poodle  Mountain   (Wilderness  •vmphuia  Alternative,  87,900 
acres) 

13.   Fox  Range  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800  acres) 

1**.   Augusta  Mountains  (Wilderness  EmphaslsAlternative,  12,800 
acres) 

I  also  support  wilderness  status  for  two  additional  areas  1   the  North  Black 
Rock  Range  and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains. 


Sincerely, 


&-;  u,  ^v     /<w^^ 
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December  27,  1983 


Frank     Shlelda,   District  Manager 
Bureau   of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Wlnnemuoca ,   Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.   Shioldsi 

A.   a  long-time  oltiE,n  of  Nevada,   I  fe.1  lt  1,  my  rlght  ^,  dut     to  ^ 

my  full  support  for     the  proposed  wild.™...  .r.a,  u>  your  district       ThT 

tE.17"*'  4r"/0n,:'Pt  is  »  ^-"-sighted,   intelligent  on"  guarlnteilri 
the   existence   of  unspoiled  land,    sir  and  K.ter  for  all  cilia,",  "ndthfir 

Full  ,ru^or?  l^TLV  te"Ure  n°"  ™d  l0"v"-     In^ltion     I  give  Z 
foUow^,  Con,.rv.tlo„isf.  Alternative  which  include,  tta 

1.  Bl.ck  Rook  Desert  (173.300  acres) 

2.  Calico  Mountains   (58,000   acres) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek   (20,000  aores) 
4.  Mount  Limbo  (12,900  acres) 

5l     S&Si&itfsJ.OOo'  JJiSJ  "'"  t0  «"•««.  Emph..i. 

6.  South  Jacksons,   from  20,094  aores  to  25,000  aorea 

7.  Pshute  Peak     from  31,000   icres   to  to, 000  aorea 

8*     tOO  000k.ore«h"  L"U'     Huaboldt  Hlv"  fro»  8.*>0  acre. 
9.      North  Black  Hock  Range   (25,000  acres   ) 

10,  North  Jackson  Mountains  (15,000  acres) 

11.  Chin.  Mountain  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative,   8.900 
acres) 

12'  acrts)  M°Unt"ln  (Wild""«>"  'aphasia  Altern.tlve,  87,900 
13.  Fox  Range  (Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800  aeres) 
11,1      acSs)*  H0Unt*ln*   <Wild«™»»  Bmph.slsAlternative,   12,800 

I  also  support  wilderness  status   for  two  additional  areas  I      the  North  Black 
Rock  Range   and  the  North  Jackson  Mountains.  ""* 


Sincerely, 


JfcSc     /v,  ...  6 

(»  -.-=.  \Sj>  V,  5^c   i 


December  27,   1983 


Frank     Shields,   Distrlot  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  St. 
Winnamuoca,    Nevada  89445 

Dear  Mr.   Shieldsi 

A.  .long-time  oltl„n  of  Imm.,  1  feel  it  1.  my  right  and  duty  to  voio. 
my  full  support  for  the  proposed  wilderness  area.  In  your  district  Tta 
^"^"ncTo'fT"^^  ?  [T*leht*d'    "•"««■    guarln^lnj 

full   support  to  tie  ^.r.^^^llZlli^^t^Ul^Z  " 


followingi 

1.  Black  Rook  Desert  (173,300  acres) 

2.  Calico  Mountains   (58,000  .ores) 

3.  Blue  Lakes/ Alder  Creek   (20,000   acres) 
4.      Mount  Limbo   (12,900  aores) 

'•      AiSrn^gvillj.o^"  acrSS)   "r"    **  ««»"—  •*""* 

6.  South  Jacksons,    from  20,094  acres   to  25,000  aores 

7.  Pahute  Peak     from  31,000  acres   to  40,000   acres 

8"     f°rin  *™k  °f  the  Llttle     H"°bcldt  River  from  8,900  acres 
to  JO, 000  aores 

9.     North  Black  Rock  Rang.  (25,000  aores   ) 

10.  North  Jackson  Mountains   (15,000  acres) 

11.  Chin.  Mountain  (Wild.rn.ss  Emphssi.   Alternative,   8.900 
acres)  '        * 

12'      acrti)  M°Mt,lln     (Wildor"««  'mphasis  Alternative,   87,900 

13.      Fox  Range   (Wilderness   Emphasis  Alternative, 23, 800   aores) 

tt.     Augusta  Mountains   (Wilderness  EmphaslsAlternative,   12  800 
acres)  *    **-»ww 

I  also  support  wilderness   statu,   for  two  additional   areas  I      the  North  Black 
Rook  Rang,  and  th.  North  J.okson  Mountains.  "'* 


Slnaerely, 


,"6y  . 


V 
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December  27,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  ShleldB 
District  Manager,  BLM 
705  East  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Bear  Mr.  Shields: 

I  am  writing  to  proteBt  making  the  Black  Rock  Deaert  a  wilderness  area.  To  do 
bo  would  take  from  many  and  give  to  very  few,  If  any. 

I  have  been  going  to  the  Black  Rock  for  many,  many  years  but  I  know  I  could 
never  hike  Into  the  area.  I  know  It  is  a  place  you  have  to  drive  to,  to  enjoy 
It's  true  beauty.  There  Is  no  possible  wsy  you  can  hike  in  there  and  carry 
enough  supplies  and  wacer.  So  what  you  would  do  by  making  It  wilderness  la  to 
take  away  from  everyone.  I  know  a  lot  of  older  people  who  enjoy  going  out  there 
and  they  would  never  be  able  to  go  there  again. 

I  go  out  there  now  for  days  at  a  time  and  am  in  good  physical  health  but  I  know 
I  would  never  be  able  to  hike  out  to  the  floor.  I  have  been  out  on  a  bike  and 
was  not  sure  I  was  going  to  »ake  it  out  because  of  the  heat.  To  enter  that  deaert 
you  need  a  good  vehicle,  plenty  of  water,  food  and  some  kind  of  shelter.  To  know 
that  I  could  never  visit  there  again  would  be  devastating  to  me. 

I  have  found  the  Black  Rock  to  be  a  place  I  could  go  with  my  family  and  not  have 
to  worry  about  snakes,  the  plague  or  of  my  children  drowning.  It  s  a  place  they 
look  forward  to  going.  If  we  mention  camping,  It's  the  only  place  they  want  to 
go   I  don't  feel  it  qualiflea  as  wilderness  for  several  reaBOns,  one  of  which  is 
there  is  a  definite  road  up  through  the  middle  of  the  desert  that  we  have  traveled 
for  many  years.  Any  other  tracks  we  make  are  alwaye  gone  by  the  next  year.  People 
are  not  damaging  the  desert.  I  can't  understand  what  the  Sierra  Club  is  wanting  to 
save  or  what  they  are  saving  it  for.  What  about  our  generation? 

The  deaert  is  a  place  of  great  solitude  as  it  is  now,  so  I  see  no  need  to  designate 
It  as  wilderness.  If  a  member  of  the  Sierra  Club  wants  to  climb  to  the  top  of  ling 
Lear  or  hike  out  to  the  floor  of  the  desert  they  sre  welcome  to.  I  can  almost  guar- 
antee they  won't  have  their  solitude  Interrupted  by  people,  we  have  spent  days  out 
there  and  never  see  another  human  being.  I  don't  know  when  they  would  want  to  make 
the  trip  though  aa  In  the  winter  they  would  sink  in  the  mud  and  in  the  summer  they 
would  die  of  heat  exhaustion.  Anyone  who  has  lived  around  here  knows  it  s  no  place 
to  be  caught  without  a  vehicle.  It's  usually  recommended  you  have  a  back  up  source 
such  aa  another  party  with  you  or  at  least  a  motor  bike  in  case  of  car  trouble  so 
you  can  make  it  out.  People  around  here  know  of  the  many  horror  stories  of  people 
getting  Btuck  or  their  cars  breaking  down  and  them  having  to  walk  out. 

In  the  newspaper  article  of  December  27th,  it  waB  made  to  Bound  like  there  wa.  a 
substantial  flow  of  water  in  the  Qulnn  River  on  which  members  of  the  Sierra  Club 
floated  down  In  their  kayaks.  Anyone  that  is  famlller  with  the  area  knows  that  is 
a  very  rare  happening.  One  old  timer  told  me  it  was  the  first  time  since  1924 
(59  years)  that  he  knows  of  that  there  has  been  thia  much  water  in  Nevada  certainly 
in  the  Black  Rock  DeBert.  I've  been  here  over  30  years  and  know  the  last  2  yeara   «■  e 
have  been  very  unusual  in  the  amount  of  moiBture  we've  received. 


We  live  in  Nevada  because  of  the  freedom  we  enjoy  to  come  and  go  aa  we  want 
as  long  as  we  don't  offend  others  or  harm  the  land.  We  have  taught  our  boys 
not  to  litter  and  they  won't  even  throw  a  gum  wrapper  down.  They  love  and 
respect  our  open  lands,  what  more  can  you  ask? 

We  have  talked  to  people  who  have  visited  wilderness  areas  in  other  States 
and  they  are  greatly  dlBappointed  to  find  cans  and  other  garbage  littering 
the  trails   I  can  think  of  no  benefit  in  making  more  wilderness  areas  in 
Nevada.  Please  leave  our  Nevada  as  It  is.  Free  and  beautiful.  We  don  t  want 
fences! 

A  few  last  thoughts.  Why  do  some,  who  really  know  nothing  about  our  way  of  life 
in  Nevada,  say  we  are  a  wasteland  so  dump  nuclear  wastes  here  and  others  call 
it  prestine  so  lets  not  disturb  it,  make  It  wilderness  bo  no  one  can  lock  upon 
it  or  walk  upon  it!  We  haven't  deBtroyed  it's  beauty  in  all  these  years  of  use 
so  I  doubt  If  we  will  In  the  future.  I'm  sure  the  pioneers  who  died  walking 
acroas  the  deaert  would^Safnt  us  to  Buffer  the  same  fate. 

How  about  letting  the  people  of  Nevada  having  a  vote  on  this? 


Thanka  for  your  consideration. 


Gerrie'  Petty 


1835  Maria  Drive  « 
Reno,  Nevada  89509 
(702)786-2294 
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There  is  no  known  road  running  through  the  atddle  of  Black  Rock  Desert-,,20 
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That  portion  at    -he  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  preliminarily  recommended  for 

w  Ida  ness  is  a. tooted  on  the  east  ,„  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  and  does  not 
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December  27,  19B3 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 
District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89W5 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

I  agree  that  there  are  areaa  of  Nevada  that  could  be  designated  as  wilderness 
areas,  however,  to  do  ao  with  the  Black  Rock  Desert  would  be  equivalent  to 
foreclosing  It's  uniqueness  to  all  who  presently  enjoy  It's  use  and  anj;  others 
that  feel  that  it's  use  should  be  even  further  restricted. 

The  desert  la  large;  It's  vastneas  and  climatology  would  create  special  prob- 
lems for  those  who  suggest  It  can  still  be  enjoyed  after  restricting  vehicular 
travel  over  the  area.  I  know  better.'  I  have  traversed  all  parts  of  this  desert 
many  times  during  the  past  20  or  so  years.  I've  been  caught  In  dust  storma 
wheje  visibility  dropped  to  10  feet  or  less,  I  have  felt  the  temperature  exceed 
130  ,  I  have  seen  the  remains  of  animals  that  could  not  find  water  in  time  to 
save  themselves,  I  have  came  across  people  who  were  hopelessly  lost  trying  to 
find  their  way  off  the  desert.  The  desert  can  be  extremely  harsh. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  people  attempting  to  visit  and  explore  this  unique 
place  on  foot  would  quickly  find  themselves  In  serious  trouble.  A  man  can  carry 
relatively  amall  amounts  of  food  and  water;  enough  possibly  to  be  hazardous  to 
themselves. 

In  the  many  years  that  family,  friends  and  I  have  been  visiting  this  desert,  we 
have  yet  to  see  evidence  of  harm  created  by  vehicles  because  of  it's  flat  terrain. 
The  changes  that  do  take  place  are  all  natural. 

The  last  two  years  have  been  unusually  wet  years,  however,  the  Quinn  River  does 
not  provide  potable  water  nor  rafting  and  canoeing  opportunities  as  suggested  by 
newspaper  accounts  of  "Newly  Discovered  RlverB"  by  the  Sierra  Club  memberB. 

If  for  Borne  reason  the  BlM  and  Sierra  Club  and  any  others  of  thla  same  resolve 
feel  additional  restrictions  not  already  Imposed  by  nature  are  neseaeary,  I 
strongly  suggest  vehicular  uae  not  be  one  of  the  added  restrictions.  To  do  bo  will 
preclude  the  enjoyment  and  use  of  the  deserts  beauty.  Whereas  now  at  least,  some 
of  us  who  dare  make  uae  of  the  deserts  solitude  for  camping  and  getting  away  from 
urban  pollution  and  activitiea  might  continue  to  do  so. 

This  particular  part  of  Nevada  has  had  its  natural  restrictions  imposed  by  nature. 
To  implement  more  restrictions  will  not  "create  or  save  something  for  use  by  many" 
which  Is  what  the  Sierra  Club  would  have  us  believe.  Complete  and  total  wilderness 
designation  will  only  further  limit  uae  and  enjoyment. 
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I  strongly  suggest  and  hope  that  my  thoughts  be  g^wen  careful  consideration. 
One  day  It  would  be  great  to  see  one  of  the  Sierra  Club  members  on  the  desert. 
1  have  not  in  all  the  years  I  have  traveled  this  desert,  I  la  easy  to  suggest 
wilderness  designation  from  an  armchiar  in  California  as  most  of  them  do. 
Perhaps  what  Is  beet  for  Nevadans  ought  be  decided  by  Nevadsns.  These  views 
are  shared  by  many  Nevadans. 


Thank  you  for  your  consideration. 


Sincerely, 

Vern    Petty^ 
1635  Maria   Drive 
Reno,    Nevada    89509 
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co  Mountaina-019 
unsuitable.      Th. 

va  lues  at  a  take , 
Draft    was    publli 


has    been   changed 

suitable 
public    support    and 
hed  ,    considerable 


The    preliminary    recommendation    for    the    Call 
from    sul'able    as    stated    In    the    Draft    EiS    to 
recommend  at  ion   was    baBed    on    the    wilderness 
preliminary   mineral    information.       Since    the 

Information    has    been    provided    by    companlea    active    lo    the    area.       Exxon    Minerals 
Company    has      nominated    the    area    as    an     "Area    of    Critical    Mineral    Potential-    and 
also    provided    additional    geological     Information    Indicating    a    high    potential 
for    precious    metal    and    uranluu    deposits.       Ferret    Exploration    Co.,     Inc.,     has 
begun   new  exploration   activities    on   a    large    claim   block  within    the    southern 
portion    of    the    WSA    which    contains    the    highest    wilderness    values.       Preliminary 
exploration    indicated    a    high    probability    for    an    economic    preclooa    metal 
deposit.      Through    tola    exploration    activity,    the    company    plana    to   develop 
these    claims    to    the    point    of    proving    a    valid    discovery.       Based    on    the 
additional    geologic    information,     the    probability    of    proving    a    vslid    discovery 
and    an    economic    precious   metal    deposit    is    high.       Such   a    discovery    would    allow 
the    company    to    proceed    to    full    development.       Based    on    thla    new    documented 
precious    metal    mineralization,    manageability    problems    related    to    these    mineral 
-hidings    and    the    loss    of    wilderness    values,    this    unit    has    been    dropped    from 
C  t  o  n  . 


further    wilderness    consldera 


The 


rellotlnary  recommendation  for  Alder 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  u 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wllderne 


Creek-600D  has  been  changed  from 
nsultable.   The  suitable 
— -as  values  and  Initial  public  support 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comment,  made  during  the  public  comment  period   it 
1   felt  that  due  to  the  small  alza  of  the  unit,  N„  Wllderne..  Is  the  best 
alternative    Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  land,  adjacent 
,°  ,the  "O"*"1"""--  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  USA    The 
limited  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  aerlou. 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The 


the 


unit    contains    good,    but    no    spectacular   scenery    and   does   not    au 

ShtTl       ,dl,t"t,!1"e    "•"""■       Whe"    «"""de^    >>»    "•*»    (discontinuous    of 
Blue   Lakes)    its    small    size    snd    configuration   are    not    adequate    Co    ensure 
i    isolation   trom  outside    Influences    on    solitude   and    restricts    t 
us.ble    .pace    for   primitive  and    unconfined    recreation. 


vl 


ho   Wilderness   would    eliminate    identified   access   concerns    since    the    road 

from    the    nor   h  would    be    maintained    and    there    would    be    no  access    restriction    on 
the    road    continuing    south    from    Little  Onion    Reservoir.      This    would    also 
eliminate    the   dlaplacement    of    vehicle   camping   around    the    reservoir,    especially 
the    heavy   camping    us,    during   the    hunting    season. 

Though    High  Rock    Lake  WSA.    a.    .    whole,    possesses   outstanding  opportunities    for 
solitude,    primitive   and    unconfined    recreation,    not   every   acre    does.      The 
14,000   acre,   preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    represent    the    area    where 
the    highest    wilderness    values    are   concentrated.       This    area    Includes    auch 
features    ss    High   Rock  Laics,    Fly   Canyon,    including    the    "Pothole."    and    dam   and 
Box    Canyon.      The    area    al.o   contains    areas    of  moderate  mineral   potential   and 
great    care  was    taken   to    delineate   a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation  which   would    permit    the  development    of  most    of    this    potential 
while   .till  maximizing    protection   of    the   wilderness    values. 

The    10,300  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for  wilderness    In    the    South   Jackson 
Mountains    focuses   on  the    very   highest    wilderness    values    in    the  WSA.       It 
Includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    including  majestic    King  Lear   Peak,    and 
the   heada   of   all  major   drainages    where    the   highest    wllderneas    values    are.      It 
Bubstsntlally    reduces    the   amount    of    high   to   moderste  mineral   potential    and 
moderate  geothemal    and   oil    and   gas   potential.      To   expand    the  area   would    tend 
to   lower  the   quality    of   wlldernesB    consldersbly,    particularly  solitude    and 
nsturalness,    and    cause    significant   manageability    concerns    from  off-road 
vehicle   use   on   approximately    3,000   acres   and    several    active   mining   areas. 


The    area   preliminarily    recommended    suitable    In    the    Pahute    Peak    WSA  haa    been 
modified    to    the   WllderneBa    Emphasis   slternatlve    of    25,200  acres.      Within    thla 
area   are   the    highest    wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least   manageabl 11 ty   concerns.      To   expand    the   area    to    40,000  acres   would 
greatly   decrease    these    scenic    values  and    features,    would    Include    several 
active    rockhoundlng    areas,    Include    approximately    11,000    acres    eaally 
accessible    to    off-road    vehicles   and    result    In    severe   manageabl 1  it 


ty   cooce  rns , 
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8,900 
ruggc: 


acres    preliminarily    re 
canyons    and   tvrw    of 


w!  l.lernesK    va 
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Is     furhldd 


ended    suitable  contain   the   highly   scenic 
Nurth    Fork   of    the   Little   Humholdt  where 
re   concentrated.       The    boundary    of    tliia 
n    unusual     Feature    of    this    waterway    is    that 
from    the    canyon    rim,    not    into    it.       Once 
the    rim,    you    are    into    sagebrush    type    which 
ng    area    easily    accessible    to   off-road 
I     to    eatahtlah   a    manageable    boundary    If 
■is    for    the    purpose    of    etttabl  Ishlag   a 
hy    the    Wilderness    Management    Policy. 


Bureau   personnel    have  completed    a    thorough   reevaluatlon  of    available 
information   concerning    these    areas,    snalyzed    public    comments    from   the    Draft 
EIS   and    consider    the    preferred    alternative    for    these    11    areaa    proper.       The 
aeven  preliminarily    recommended    areas    repreaent    the    best    wilderneas    quality 
areas    the    district    has    to   offer. 
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960  Keel*  Drive 
Reno,  NV  B9509 
December  28,  1983 


Mr.  Frank  Shlelda 
District  Manager  of  BLM 
705  Weat  Fourth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV  U9445 

Dear  Hr .  Shields: 

The  recent  artlclee  written  in  the  Reno  fiazet te-Juurn«l 
about  the  Black  Rock  Deaert  certainly  haa  aroused  much 
unnecessary  concern  about  thla  area. 

The  propoaal  that  thla  area  ahould  ba  designated  »  • 
Federal  deBlgnated  area,  only  epella  out  a  number  of 
reatrlctlona  that  will  benefit  a  few  and  not  the  cltU.nl 
of  Nevada  who  will  really  enjoy  what  freedoms  are  left  In 
the  great  outdoors  of  our  State. 

Not  only  would  the  restrictions  cause  needless  money  ex- 
penditure to  occur  to  protect  restrictions  on  this  un- 
"'"■""»  designated  wilderness  area,  but  it  would  ba 
difficult  to  control.   What  we  need  la  s  control  over 
exploitations  of  big  coinpanloa  who  feel  there  la  much 
revenue  to  be  had  In  this  wilderness,  and  by  their  con- 
victions tend  to  ruin  the  very  possibility  of  this  wilder- 
ness remaining  In  Its  natural  state. 

Please  let  ua  conalder  one  of  the  joya  of  living  In  Nevada. 
This  stste  Is  known  as  "wide  open".   Let's  keep  it  such  aa 
long  aa  we  can  by  leaving  wide  open,  the  Black  Rock  area, 
one  of  the  few  places  In  the  world  where  man  can  go,  unre- 
stricted and  atlll  enjoy  nature  In  lt»  rarest  form. 

Yours  truly, 


Preston   T.    Freeland 


Duoanber   28,    1983 


Bureau  Of  Lard  Management 
Winnemucca  District  Manager 
705  W.    4th  Street 
Winnemucca,    Nevada     89445 


Being  that  I  am  a  4th  generation  Navadan,   I  can  nee  no  point  in  maXing  tha 
Black  Bock  Desert  a  wilderneaa  area. 


^Sineferely,  f)  ' 


HarycyJfT  Rose 
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Mi  .     J'rank    KlifelciB 
District    Manager,    BLM 

705  E.  4th  Street 
Winncmucca,  NV  89445 

Deur  Mr ,  Shields: 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  some  possibility  from 
studies  and  hearings  currently  being  undertaken  that  the 
Black  Rock  Desert  may  be  turned  into  a  so-called  "Wilder- 
ness Area"  where  access  by  vehicle  will  be  impossible. 

I  wish  through  the  medium  of  this  letter  to  declare 
my  absolute  opposition  to  such  a  suggestion  and  I  would  hope 
that  this  letter  can  become  a  permanent  portion  of  your  record 
in  connection  with  the  hearings  currently  being  undertaken. 
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I  would  strongly  urge  that  the  Black  Rock  Desert  remain 
as  is,  permitting  reasonable  access  by  vehicle  by  Nevadans  and 
other  Americans  who  wish  to  go  there,  and  not  be  converted  into 
a  so-called  "Wilderness  Area"  which  would  by  all  standards 
lock  out  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  very  few. 

Very  tr-yJLy*  yours , 


HBS: ap 


SWANSON 


h&^y  *y  <f»\   Y¥    k/#af  *-  ~[Jun«o   (~s02-<i 
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628  Lake  Street 
Reno,  NV,  89501 


?LaSk  ?hiclt)^  District  Manager 
?05  East  Frouth  Street 
Winnemucca,  NV. 

Dear  Mr.  Shields i 

native  "'siElMl.S'KSrf  1 8?  %%' °   »"*'™   ■"«- 
Alder  Creek  (20?400  acres  )   r«l  l«Pi3  V?r8B  '  oBlue  LakeB/ 
Hook  Lake  (from  14  000  le™  ?S  uf?„  Mountai5B  (  56  ,  000)  .High 
tive  53,000  acres)   Mount  T^S   mS"SS?"  EmPhasisAlterna- 
(frora  20  094  to  ?Vnnn     H *S  <12'9°°>.  South  Jacksons 
Fork  of  tL  i  Ht?5 '  2°°  acre8  '  Pahute  Peak  (40,000),  North 

theosIareaseraJtI)aPPlaUd,y?Ur  ProP°B«d  protection  of  all 

ecenio  and  JTKWSft  SrFS  t^lacY^c^ie^1* 
Rock  L»  =  V%D-ke?  and  backPac*ed  extensively  in  the  Black 

part  of  Nevada  natural 'weal tS  SES'Sr  Srea8  Bre  8UCh  a  sma11 

ssastj:  luHrF8^-^ 

to   quanUfy.^ere^fa^iVv^   a"V\°Ugh    it   is    difficult 


Sincerely,    X?     / 

EdWa?d   pTlbalah 1 1 


T3 
lantowicE, Jr. 


Tho  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  haa  been  changed  from 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EI3  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  baaed  on  the  wilderness  values  and  initial  public  aupport. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  commenta  made  during  the  public  comment  period,  It 
is  felt  tiist  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  Wilderness  is  the  best 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  landa  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emph/iala  would  eerioualy  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  WSA.   The 
limited  acreage  under  the  HFP  II  Recommeudat I  on  alternative  raises  Serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outside  influences  un  solitude  end  restricts  the 
usable  apace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  cuncerna  since  '-he  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  aod  Alder  Creek  WSAa  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   Thla  would  alao 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Ctie  hunting  season. 

The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-019  haa  been  changed 
fron  suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  wss  based  on  the  wllderneas  values  at  stake,  public  support  and 
preliminary  mineral  Information.   Since  the  Draft  was  published,  considerable 
information  has  been  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
also  provided  additional  geological  information  Indicating  a  high  potential 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposlta.   Ferret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  haa 
begun  new  exploration  actlvltlea  on  a  large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest  wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
deposit.   Through  thla  exploration  activity,  the  company  plans  to  develop 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid  discovery.   Bused  on  the 
additional  geologic  information,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  high.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development.   BaBed  on  this  new  documented 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
lnholdinga  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values,  this  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
further  wilder ness  consideration. 

Though  High  Rock  Lake  WSA,  as  a  whole,  poasessea  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   Tha 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  au.h 
featurea  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  '.he  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  alBo  contalua  areaa  of  moderate  mineral  potential  aod 
great  care  was  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  atlll  maximizing  protection  of  the  wildernesa  values. 
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The  area  preliminarily  recomaieoded  suitable  la  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  thlB 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageablli ty  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  CO  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areaB,  Include  approximate ly  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  In  severe  manageability  concerns. 
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recommended    suitable    contain    the    highly    scenic 
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Bureau    personnel    have    completed    a    thorough    reevalustton    of    available 
Information    concerning    these    areas,    analyzed    public   comments    from   the    Draft 
EIS  and    consider    the    preferred    elternatlve    for    these    11    sreas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recotamended    areas    represent    the    beat    wilderness    Quality 
areas    the  district    has    to   offer. 


1835  Becky  Ct. 
Reno,  Nv.  89501 


Frunk  Shields,  District  Manager 
70^  EuBt  Fourth  St. 
Winiiemucoa,  NV.   89^5 

Dear  Mr.  Shields i 

I  understand  from  articleB  in  the  Reno  Gazette  that  a  number  of 
wildernesB  areas  are  currently  under  consideration  and  that  opposition 
So  primarily  from  mining  and  prospecting  intereBtB.   As  a  concerned  citi- 
zen I  wish  to  express  strong  feelings  in  favor  of  wllderneBB  preserved 
for  the  many  and  protected  from  special  interest  groups  who  exploit  pub- 
lic land  for  personal  profit. 

It  is  exciting  to  see  a  federal  agency  functioning  with  the  public 
yooci    in  mind  and  I  wholeheartedly  endorse  the  BLM '  s  preferred  alternative 
for.   Augusta,  Poodle,  China  and  Calico  MountainBi  the  Black  Rock  Desert, 
Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek,  Mt.  Limbo  the  Fox  Range,  Pahute  Peak,  North  and 
South  JacksonB,  and  others  totaling  acreage  around  5B7,?00.   As  an  enthu- 
siastic hiker  and  backpacker  many  of  these  areas  I  have  visited  and  many 
I  have  not.   I  am  familiar  with  the  amount  of  pressure  received  in  even 
remote  areaB  by  different  interests.   ranchers,  hunters,  hikers,  miners, 
etc.   I  realize  that  certain  compromises  must  be  made  and  am  often  lorced 
to  plan  vacations  in  Nevada  mountains  around  the  months  cattle  are  released 
to  avoid  grossly  contaminated  water  and  to  experience  some  semblance  ol  a 
wilderness  encounter. 


e  who  know  and  love  the  open  lands  are  informed  enough  to 
I  have  enjoyed  wilderness  areas  in  Colorado,  Wyoming  and 
have  had  no  part  in  their  development  or  preservation.   It 
how  a  vocal  few  with  vested  interests  can  appear  to  be  a 
11,  it  is  this  mostly  silent  majority  that  pays  for  the  ma- 
ese  lands  with  their  taxes  and  whose  benefit  from  its  preaer- 
be  calculated.    If  errors  are  to  be  made  in  judgment,  please 
Hundreds  of  years  will  pass  before  destruction  of  forests, 
wildlife  can  be  healed.   Whereas,  with  the  signing  of  a  piece 
can  be  opened  to  exploitation  that  had  hitherto  been  protected, 
rs  gambling  a  staple  of  the  economy  and  draws  tourist  dollars 

with  careful  planning  our  wilderness  areas  could  have  a  slmi- 
drawing  out  of  state  visitors  —  Colorado  relies  heavily  on  just 
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I  notice  that  several  areas  have  wildernesB  emphasis  alternative  and 
would  like  to  recommend  consideration  for  wildernesB  protection,   the  North 
Black  Rock  Range  and  the   North  Jackson  Mountains . 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration!  again,  I  applaud  the  wilder- 
ness recommendationa  and  support  them.   There's  enough  left  for  other  inte- 
rests with  these  sensitive  areas  preservedl 

Sincerely 

l4j&i#<'Tf'e4a:e 
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Daniel    M.    Howe 

1585  University  Terrace 

Reno,  Nevada  89503 

December  29,  1983 


Winnemuera  I)  [  Htr  let  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  W.  Fourth  Street 

Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 


Hear  Sire, 
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recently  In  the  RENO  GAZETTE -J0U8NAL  that  the  Hl.M  was  accepting 

nta  on  the  Environmental  Impact  Study  for  the  proposed  Wilderness 
rthweatern  Nevada.   1  have  not  seen  the  EIS ,  but  I  would  like  to 
pport  for  the  proposed  wilderness  actions.   In  1975,  I  received 
degree  from  the  Mackay  School  of  Mines,  Univ.  of  Nev .  Reno,  having 

thesiB  project  studying  the  marine  Permian  section  exposed  at 
Point.   The  rocks  contain  a    rich  invertebrate  foBsil  fauna,  with 
s  not  being  commonly  found  at  other  better  known  localities  in 
ca.   Reconnaisance  Investigation  indicates  that  there  are  numerous 
ate  Paleozoic  fossil  Bites  in  the  region. 


I  visited  the  Black  Rock  Desert  area  many  tlmeB  over  the  span  of  two 
years  and  must  confess  that  I  have  developed  a  deep  attachment  for  the 
beauty  and  rugged  environments  typified  by  the  region.   Of  all  the  areaa  In 
the  western  United  States  where  I  have  worked  eb    a  geologist,  the  Black  Rock 
Country  stands  out  aB  geographical ly  unique  and  exceptionally  pr is  tine  in 
reBisting  the  ravages  of  industrial  man. 

If  possible,  I  would  like  an  opportunity  to  review  the  F.nvironmental 
Impact  Study  completed  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert  region.   Even  though  the 
official  puhlic  comment  period  will  be  over  before  I  see  it,  please  adviBe 
me  as  to  how  I  may  receive  a  copy  of  the  document . 

WildernesB  status  at  this  time  for  selected  areas  In  northwestern 
Nevada  represents  to  my  mind  foresight  and  an  excellent  land  use  alternative, 
unlike  other  parts  of  the  nation  where  action  probably  has  come  too  late. 


Sincerely, 


ctd-j?*^ 
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(-.  loittu-i   uJoiQux  ecos»».ctrrv  70  t  t-t.  LvCLx.ttfk,f.si  •irJt/r\ 

~Td%»*  MorvutiCi  T3^   ir&  HiCstti  «ec«tOLOty\C/*i_  ,  HWcricvl   5 

ttwra    Bgr.et.ft*  icr*&c    OoVit.  ,   -jov    "I    •Su.CE     iNICAiL-i  7o  L"ii<hN.  t*j 

(7)    CftUCQ    rry-^JOTWKir 

"^ec5*L.i-if  U<_  »l>  coiirse^uc  —  T  RtftMU  i«s  o<fcA    VWi 
m,MKi?o^.etoTeNSTifto  cc^-fictu   ,  «tf»  istLiive.  s^ciom- 

M*?pi-->6i    OCL  Cf,  TWtt>CMMtU-V   UlSIClCT    Veonn  VDW<  AL1««.- 
NM'Vfc    VOIa   CAW    FXjULUI^PCE   rnOST  CV  TfWT  CO»J  f  LlCT  , 

'        x    fttJ_lt\ife  t«W<    U  fiWC£AS  SWajLCa  lie  CCNiUOCe^D   ^-iCMt 

Kv  cu«-im&  **"■  °*  _l*c  *?°'*^  S3Li7Ha>CCT  cs  unu omoo 

T*-*<:     C    <=Wif*«.  ,  V^T    LU<3^L-»    -STiLL   ALLCLl)    ^VlRICLLLAP  .^Tfr'':/ 

to  unuo^KSf*  .    6u-it  Lfttt  ,  Twe  ojlv  frwwt  tw<  iNi 
■TRi'i  f-'HJlR?   REftiOr-i  ,  IS   UA"Qo.Ety    SC/MM\Tlu_ -^X  U.fti 
ftrnfvr-t  O  tunttvi   1    Vi<it7  -vilO   it    »k.c>  TN.Tfri.ci   rjn  rn  n<etJ 
v>M»siv  1  in*5 . 
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^^.^it^Tc^o  see   icnumwxi,    -vtom  l»  ™   t«»1  iT 

^*\Iv!;q   ic.wi.Mut  i«i«  ^*«.  *«•*■*<  irs 

<v>l.l*  pe-^^JJo  -1Houuo   _k.  «o  imp-*.**).   **<-«*  . 

^■■^B*3-**1W«!    u*««.lo-^f»itC*=Ct    -T*ft^    ,THt    U=Kfc    (7W> 

V%   cfc  ai  tfM-noM,*"^   p.    poU'oJ   c*   uses*.  C/moyoM -- 

^•^o  n  vro»i  Y-ir-iti  iCl^vj-  ujh,v  vm  Pia-'t  o.a  u.n* 
i<£..Ja<-'je.ct.  otoc-u^mC'iT  fvcT e«r  pJ ff^r  i  / e.    of    SS,oaa 

,^C.«OC&      r~      l  ^      -p^t    LBvM^tST     PtJ-->-  I  <3C£     PoKTlo*    Op  TH.S 

Oil*'-"-'     ">«*=  < -' ""V  ;i~T„  j.  ,'fjCv     'J-^«Vi»LC->       »«    SXVOl    V«.T     lO    (bf.r 
f,^rua^<-D  TW.  ^    (JJM„  rt    x    »«»«    if-    WU^^U    UK,  - 

*i,„c»-  ihw  *;.    VLnom   _.f..kj  ri^ov*  «6H^ion  [Ki  ohuai  - 

t7f.w-_.i-    .     1-    <-* 
S)    .32= VOLX«    IHCLJJ-MOO)    orittl.    WCT*t>LWC    fc-f-iht 

-X   LnvY  .y-^e  f4t>   '  mvw    von    '.vLou.uo  nxtt   HotLuj-.r    THf 

"V^3   **-*Zr    -vv_>.   iCl»L   ME*    —  Twrt    WOULO    Lmv,peiV.ft 
TH^i   ?-^^1  XV0  '^el.  ,    wo"    c*r  T«,e  rrMN.fjj.in_  cjaoujrjt 

Hd.'01  ,,*tL.'»      CX.L-LALOL-  O     BNUl«p-«     13     N3C(«  f      C1M 

— ^^T^tSjt   FtoTtoioM  «"   1  •»*    WLU-eeK*.^  UAUlfcJ    «* 
W^     o^TtW   R<LCJU>wrNf.HofV!.loM    x   rs.ue.vt   yo^ 
"^  C^%.^  ^  *■«**«   nooo   nuus  on*    bmi   *.<*  . 

'^^-r^^aW  *  toll  «  vo,ooo  ,c,s 
""'t  «e£?^t>  pjusewAt**    rK,  -.we   u»i»-i*t.r,u.tCft  fec.lw.1 


<I> 


trlo^U-v*.   ,-rn«.ir-.t     sec.rro.    TO     Be.   h    BUTLUtilR 

IK,  th».  «j_rY>    roujiMO   P««e..s    Cc»ct(miOl.v    w1    3i.-r 
w,MW-.miLRK    .z-i-v..mc_.  >-ro   >*ALO   BOU>-C*f.,e_    Or  car*. 
aecc.«M-mlM.  puccfcS     <ia>vo    i»rt__..oc_.  iw    Rj^   <^e«min€D 
-TWO    Ivot-UAjDtE.  CJVCES,    1«e    ITOST    Ti*^C1f»CU.LA«t    tjCCAJfrv    Of 
rue  r^awJiie     »lajt    it   exsesi  dot   o-u^juc   c»ot  TO  EMUltiav 
t\k^    ftr.c*.   (=w»   »,  LJJilfiUi rWc  crjwn^    ca-  -( ^^    rjo^TpJ^r 

LAJ  I ^*  ".*«*    Kwn   PL»1»au.,    TWfc      P«JI»IL.1TV     To    tVPLOW.     '-.IOC 

cvM-rvoioi   ,  "TTJie   SLiwiC   oiLioa    TVarrx  n««  T/V<w»  .ak.cs    T*g 

-bCB-O'C     QLUW-llUi     OS    TJ.t    ««.D    Uli-LS      f«^.&     KiO^ln  -fart  UAUjCy 

C.uao,T-He  tuia>5;<».MiC.iiMjTits    t>,    a   cmjvom    tvte      ^^^' 
scctetL-v   ^rAPeie*,^-  if  vet4icui_r>«.  ^ctisss  n  M.Lou,eD  to 
rm    «irn    — -soliTiu*  i»  im rrxto izvr£s_y  -v».c«  if  icj:  d  ,    XT 
is   i  rr_j__«f\iiu  t   See  Tme  p«oircT  iokj  «■  I  «  ii,  a«b^  t'vi*st 

PS    Slto^^'C-**-^      P«r<vaxM1    OP     0,"CRLe«rC\fc     SvLRI-SUWI  N.  [^  -f  v  £ 

Cs,ocCi€     ee    mm*!1  —  <^'^:  «  tot«i_  cm?  30,000  a««*.^ 
Trvtiet.    o«e<^  »-==■  ci»wfutts.u.iw  Trtt  e>.HEriQM  or  3  r-o^ci 

TUK4     COLAL.D     IPITH    OHM     «3fe     fMJOIDCCa    fLO&y    »- 3    IHoulo 

et  t^i-eS5-0^    ^°  "r"'S'   'srtoLA'-c'   SAis.L.9   B6.    (xccarr^pcii.fcD  , 
Z.o-stl»  ;  T  He   ^ol-ljquo  iNia  PrCt-ftS.  (>.*iicri   you   isu.cj.afc-^rr  "ivvouiii 
-s.cu.lj3   >3^  wj-oweo  To   cokn.Mue    [n  Trte  ^jtllo,    Pt-OCfes.'  fe 

^S^ppLLJC^O     - 
<5)      (OOQ-lrV   cy*^g-'g^O'^    V^OLDv.-lft.lfAS     (15,0.30    pi?J-JFiJ^^? 

-r*G?.e  »  fx=fcft>;  qujkjvy   iw  ?jc>eje.v  eeststc^-  as  loic^- 

CjC-tit^'.  ^     -r*fL,Y     W_SO>     H*W5r     UlTILS     OEIOO     fOAifLICT    H,(Tf1 
DMt».lOt»    "t0*^    Use.    CP>-iT  L.V    Trt«.V    ^WCSUUO    Bt   /NCJJ,LDfJi 
RS    ft"    /-MT£eeK*L_   f»«rR.T    a<?T*%S     BLftUC    l?XXLki    CM-S(.^7 

Cjpn\Pte."<  ■ we  *A^-Ofc  <«\  cv*i*MC£  to  Cirec^e-    f^  uoiusef.- 

tocr.-;   ci»mpu.v  -r^tTi-M^    ujoi^ixe    in.  me  UMittDTrvK'- 

f»*JC.    LOC  TS.WOU.L_C>    fOOT    PFVICIc    -C30L>ik.  1  v\»n  fWTf  KiT  |  A  L.    «T 

TWiis.   -_Tft.-e*«:   a? -use  Peotew    ojitisovaT   rN-nn.^e,    iv^r.  ~ 

OBW^T^    T¥v<5    PtrrrtKlTlfl^    ofTrtls     COmptX*    Dfc^alitc. 

C3)  c;r_ii^ft.i3-<aiJ--JiALi>-    C^ii00  «<-"*"  -wiui.e«vnisa,5  ^c^* 

g)    ftuau^'A   nr-vpu,M-.ft..m   Cia.,BO'->  ftt-JSJ-t -LuiLo.trvir.  a<_t7)^ 
iS^n-vs  Of   rvse.t  cHet&i.   atet  «3?.i-rvoTt  ,  umu  tcuocit*.  ,-. 

rvaw'itr^Th,".    A^tTJVf.iv  ~n    r-<:   ».3rrsf     rr,,Mft'H{     raKfi   ,r\ 
f,-uL.1    TUI--    1*    i«.r.^-i.iS-.is(e    A.T    m  r.-t     ah,,  c.'.ir  r  ,,1  L  ll  V    IK  V 


"•■cfijic. 
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^SSSAS. 

V-JESfc  rCAJ<E.    TO   "kT**f     It-i    Tftt      PRDCttS     UHTIC     *    (V«31t6    "SOI  I3l£ 

^(hito>i.  •svxjcvtv.y   Kft*  aeeto  t»Nt  to  bcreenn i^c    if 

«^iV    S-ceiKii'"^'**-1'1'    OOr-sfUCT    fc«^    IWCtEIi    £XlST. 

fccoLA  -rr^ou.k>T«»ii>i  ,  dime  a. ^  LA*&evr  ■stui=>  oer-*    rio 

JL^n.oftia.   et^'-H'^'S   ftUtesMUt    foe  poootE 
St^ow,   c^N*?*-*1^    IS   net»u«*ti  ,    S,mii-/viej,Y     Trtt 

LTl'JoSosiS**    fW^CJUMKllK    ?Ot    Pax    K^JCl<:     SVCLUCi.'i    KJ£AeO 
XL-   o*  -I**.-;:  VOfc»S    0^>C>  mgiT    C*1W€  »««s   «*    HIC*H 

V-.s.fc^-r    -X  cajou-co  u«  to  ev.p«PJ  (v  cocx.Pc.t-:  c*  cc*K£eM. 

X    (V»S    P*  \£J£T£s  ■«*«*.  l**«*    ^.-^«MV    Pr..c*>c*   '*«. 

^>  ^d^  lli6jL.       -rue  n^«».(c<wci.  T.eeiA^c.To  et  :n-mme£,- 
re-iiv^v    f»  T;T~'t^ee_s    f^ecw    1  Hf.  t*st  i  rrom  t   t>io  h.<*0 

«^  ^<2-v  ^6^_-(<s     Kj^r-ofee  ,-tv.fcv  ■seevweo  to  £M»ee«  Zvsr 
p,^a^x  2^J~?  Bflj^o    BWiP^W  to  Twt  can ce.PT  of  u  LP  - 
"^  flC-^T'1trL'^ r    »S    S»to   S_x.-e.tV.iorO  OIF  "A^i  -ffcb-h^ocuKi 
«R^esj'   TT   TO   ^   necett  ,1  c*V>  SrmP*T*i*e  <-*  >t*  -  Rvcy 
' — ~  <££*>\  -vKvjx^t**    «w«V  OU3  iwnh1«  fVWH,Sptaw«t;, 
-p^'cchoce*1.*"  "~re  Tv*f  1we  <&c-m   couco  e>c  -s^j^Yeft  f^ft.AosT 

riv-nEl^f      X  cu-£o  RJJ<m_i  **  TW««  yy\**mn  Of  Tueiie  is-s-v^S  Aee 
ir^XC    V-*t>    UTTUt'<*>OUitOl    (W4V3    CON.  a   Htkvjt     Ts    &v«fS  Wt 

^^"^ot/tt  -!<=  &fc  PU»»yiMGv  K'McLmeejes  Ghvwf,"  T*-   X  ^tfY\  to 
'*JTl  "JL^o  rue  »-eoce.S5   ca>^««.eTo/    rcl  ft-ect.-j  this-t  t»o 

^"(XrtSeW  TW  <i«3>\H.lT£  OJ  'CXX-  CM£  ST  C  «fteM.T  €C  I'iTlCi 
""ae£i1-,  Lmms,  il*1Ht  reoce.'.l  -  njo  rrvfxwee  1CWWT  —  O.KJ1  ii_  Tnf 
^m     ^(Koiwe   ■stuck*    11  cnmwxT.DTO  Kiremiwt   l«H«iT  B 


-£  t,^  H"j»^  THii  (*  Tt\«.  oiiioM  "TH^T  loicjc  ptrr.uoic,  TMfce. 
/n-te  9U-*-  cj»«t  Rtrrvftiwiroc^  (fj"-'>A>N'v"Ti  c*  cu  iut>«e".v-  ,7*tf,V 
rjggjjjgC   ovejt  p-voit  ■ste.iout  Twow^gy  Ch.h  corJ  s i oe*;«T  I ow . 
^"ujcTwat  |    iT  SftJ6ra-s   ro   m£  -Tb\»rt   tue  miMi/>OG,   PEOP^   ^HOOOi 
ec  o^iciocxs  fo<-|Htse    fwe&»s  to  eemanj    ;w  TWe  r»'cxss; 
p»,  TtV*r   l>j^.v  -i  ncV  o>  ill-  UMCfcecio   F^  rY\u.cH  n-xong  Tnorvu4h 

HMNttpC     PiS-Sfe^S in^Oil     W»     Ul5C*S  ^O   yjt    CfWsi  CIJC  ,    OfiC.e     (VK.fe 

-xoe.  uo-  ,  vetoed  3n5i  LutAA^  \s  Tiecco  meef  — -vsiii  n^ot 
jvii  ^>pacua_»^e  .     »V5iAi  o»ks  tot   o,fcT  k  p-ex^pt^rj^d  e  ^^ 
tva«_  rrviioe^t^,   si>crftJ^TiA o-  ov  iwt>as    ^*_eas    xe  mo 
lki<roie.rY\s»\-M=>Hj   vs  ivO(ML^«3t_e  oi^>  THe  Porej^rc^u  (K,  tk& 
Dtwex. isfo'&s  cs  i«e  c^*.trjct  -tw«t   is  *&r  etiwa  sTuDrex, 

•-Tvsff-(  T*«fioi5  iviefie'ftuJ  pxh^e^s   i«jio  p.  tiispraofoTioMTt 

■XfY\  Pc£3>CT  f«oce . 

corArvxjciviTs  ,  "X  sue*©  «5f£  -T«ey.  toicjeiue  im  nrnt  .' 

<=C^jMC3ces:LV 


VS 


Caj-s.^-  IY\  ,  '-^ajvna.r-^' 


t^  .  Woft  to  *aeje  v<3u  fsa-^oxe  too  ca/^cx 
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Tha    preliminary    recommendation    for    the    Calico   Hountalns-019 
from   suitable    an    stated    la    the   Draft    EIS    to    unsuitable.      T'n 
recommendation  way    baaed    on    the   wilderness    values   at    stake, 
preliminary    mineral    information.       Since    the    Draft    was    publts 
informat  ion    ha  a    been    provided    by    companies    active    in    the    are 
Company    has      nominated    the   area   as    an   "Area    of    Critical    Mine 
also    provided    addl Clonal    geological    information    indicating    a 
for    precious    met a  i    and    uranium   deposits.       Ferret    Exploration 
begun   new    exploration   activities    on   a    large    claim    block   witli 
portion    of    the    W5A   which    contains    the    highest    wllderneBS    values 
exploration    indicated    a   high    probability    for    .in    economic    precloi 
deposit.       Through    this    exploration   activity,     the    company    plana 
these    claisfl    to    the    point    of    proving   a    valid    discovery.       Hased    i 
additional    geologic    informat  ion ,     the    p  robfl bi 1 1 ty    of    provi  ng    u    v. 
and    an   economic    precious    metal    deposit    is    high.       Such    a    dlscove 
the    company    to    proceed    to    full    development.       Based    on    this    nt-w   d 
precious    metal    mineralization,    manageability    problems    related    to 
(nhaldlnga    and    the    loaa    of    wilderness    values,     this    unit    baa    been 
further    wilderness    consideration. 
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preliminary    recommendation   for  Alder   Creek-6Q0D   has    been   changed    froto 
table   as    stated    in    the    Draft    EIS    to    unsuitable.      The    suitable 
omaiendatloji   waB    based    on    the   wilderness    values    and    Initial    public    support, 
n    evaluation    of    public    comments   made    during    the    public    comment    period,     it 
felt    chat    due    to    the    acall    size    of    the    unit,     No   Wilderness    Is    the    best 
ernattve.       Conflicts    with    potential    development    of    private    lands    adjacent 
the    aouthuest    boundary    of    the    WSA   under    All    Wilderness    and    Wilderness 
haalH    would    seriously    compromise    the    wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA.       The 
ited    acreage    under    the    MFP    II    Recommendation    alternative    raises    fcerJoua 
bt    aa    to    the    effective    management    of    the    unit. 


The    unit    contains    good,     but    no    spectacular    scenery    and    does    not    augment    the 
scenery    of    adjacent    Blue    Lakes.      When   considered    by    itself    (discontinuous    of 
Blue    Lakes)    its    small    size    and    configuration    are    not    adequate    to    ensure    a 
visitor's    isolation    from    outside    influences    on    solitude    and    reatrlcte    the 
usable    space    for   primitive    and   ur.cunfined    recreation. 

No    WilderneBB    would    eliminate    Identified    access    concerns    since    the    road 
between    B] ue    Lakes    and    Aider    Creek   WSAa    which    leads    to    Little    Onion    Reservoir 
from    the    north    would    be    maintained    and    there   would    be    no   access    restriction   on 
the    road    continuing    south    from   Little    Onion    Reservoir.       This    would    aloo 
eliminate    the    displacement    of    vehicle    camping    around    the    reservoir,    especially 
the    heavy   camping    ubc    during    rt,e    hunting    season. 

Though   High   Rock.  Lake    WSA,    as    a    whola,    possesses    outstanding   opportunities    for 
solitude,    prlaltive    and    unconflned    recreation,    not    every    acre   doea.       The 
14,000  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for    wilderness    represent    the    area    where 
the    highest    wilderness    values    are    concentrated.       This    area    Includes    such 
features    as    High   Rock    Lake,    Ply    Canyon,    Including    the    "Potholes"    and   dam   and 
Box    Canyon.       The   area    also    contains    areas    of    moderate   mineral    potential    and 
great    care    was    taken    to    delineate    a    bounda  ry    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation   which    would    perm it    the    development    of    most    of    thla    potential 
while    still   maximizing    protection   of    the    wilderness    values. 

The    10,300  acres    preliminarily    recommended    for  wildernei*    in   tha    South   JackBon 
Mountains    focuses    on    the    very    highest  wilderness    values    in   the  WSA.      It 
includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    includi  ng    majestic    King    Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heada    of    all    major    drainages    where    the    highest    wi  Id erne as    values   arm.      It 
substantially    reduces    the    amount    of    high    to   moderate   mineral    potential    and 
moderate    geo thermal    and    oil    and    gas    potential .       To    expand    the    area    would    tend 
to    lower    the    qua llty    of    wlldu  rntas    considerably,    particularly    solitude    and 
naturalness,    and    cause    significant    manageability    concerns    from   of  f-road 
vehicle    use    on    approximately    3, 000    acres    and    eevecal    active    mining    areas. 


The    area    preliminarily    recommended    suitable    In    the    Pa hut e    Peak   WSA    has    been 
modified    to    the    Wilderness    Empliaala    alternat  ive    of    25 ,  2  00    acres.       Within    this 
area    are    the   hlgheBt    wilderness    values ,    greatest    rec  reatlonal    opportunities 
and    least   manageability  concerns.      To  expand    the    area    to    40,000   acres    would 
greatly   decrease    thefle    scenic    values    and    feature a,    would    include    several 
active    rockhoundlng    areas,     include    approximately    11,000   acrea    easily 
accessible    to    off-road    vehicles    and    result    in    severe    manageability    concerns. 

The    8,900   acrea    pre  Mini  nari  ly    recommended    suitable    contain    the    highly    scenic 
iiml    rugfttid    canyon*;   and    gorge    oi"    >  tie    North    Fork    of    the    Little    Humboldt    where 
the    wt  lilemeaa    vnltwa    and    fentureH    are    concent  rated .       The    boundary   of    thla 
.Lii;a    I  ;j    d  e  I  I  ii.i  I)  I  «■    (tiul    i/i,m.ir  i_-h  h  1  e .       An    unudua  1     feature    of    tills    waterway    Is    that 
the    surrounding    Leri'atu    s  toucan   away    from    the    canyon    rim,    out    Into    It.      Once 
you    leave    fclw    f  iii.iujJtar,..    vicinity    of    the    r  I  m ,    you   are    Into    a.-igu  brush    type    which 
ta    typical    of    tl»u    rolling,    surrumullflg   area    Kaally   accessible    to    off-road 
vi'illclu*.        It    wxiulj    be    vr-ry    difficult    to    us  tab  1  Ish    a    Manageable    boundary    if 
the    area    were    exjiaadfj    to    10,000   acres    for    the    purpose    of    establ  Isliing   a 
buffer    zuui:    which    la    fuehUdea    by    the    Wilderness    Management    Policy. 

Bureau    personnel    have    completed    a    thorough    revaluation    of    available 
Information   concerning    these    areas,    analyzed    public    comments    from    the    Draft 
EIS    and    consider    the    preferred   alternative   for    these    11    areas    proper.      The 
seven    preliminarily    recoamended    areas    represent    the    best    wilderness    quality 
areas    the  district    has    to   offer. 
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December  23,  1983 


Bureau  of  Lud  Management 
705  I.    Fourth  Bt. 
Wlnnemucca,    Havade     69445 

Rei     621  Pabute  Peak  (Black  Rock  Ruge 
north  of  alot  road) 
007  High  Hock  Lake 
019  Calico  Mountain! 
622  Horth  Blaok  Rook  Range 

Qentlanent 

Urn  are  Interested  la  kaaplng  tha  above  araas  opan  for  tha  general 
publlo     aa  they  ham  bean  for  the  paet  aany  years.     It  la  our  ba- 
iler that  a  greater  number  of  people  will  be  able  to  enjoy  theae 
aresa  If  they  are  left  open. 

Ha  aaiinl  that  ag  &&  ^XiiOaVJUU.  »•  created  U,  northwest 
!hl       J     Mf",rD'"  «"•  •««  but  »  wry  ,**u  fraotlon  of  those 
who  enjoy  the  great  out  of  doors, 


Toura  truly, 


faery  D.   lord 


13243  Laaborn  Lane 
auburn,  CA    95603 
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1A50    Prior   Road 
RBno,    Nevada  89503 


Dec.    28,    1983 


Mr.    frank    Shlaldn 
Diatrtct  ■■■:,:f'.ij,-..:i' 
70)    Knot    fourth    Ktraat 
Winnamucca.    Nevada      89443 


Dear   Mr.    Shields! 


I  vleh  to   c 
District.      The 
winnowing    proce 
hae  characterlB 
The   Winnemucca 
to    the    Reno-Spa 
Winnemucca   diat 
WSA'b   in   the   Wi 
have    also    flown 
areas    which    wil 
The    District    1b 


mraent  on  the  wi 
Winnemucca  Diat 
sa  haa  excluded 
tlcB  that  quail 
District  haa  ap 
rko  area.  Many 
rict  for  that  r 
nnemucca    Dlatrl 

over  many  of  t 
1    be    apecial    co 

to  be  command  e 


iderneaa  recommendations  for  the  Winnemucca 

rlct  haa  many  fine  de  facto  wilderneaa  areas.   The 

all  but  the  finest  areas,  and  each  of  the  WSA'a 
fy  them  for  recommendation  as  wilderneaa  areaa . 
ecial  recreational  significance  aince  it  is  clOBe 

people  I  know,  myaelf  included,  recreate  in  the 
eespn.   I  peraonaliy  have  been  in  more  of  the 
ct  than  in  any  other  RLM  dlatrlct.   In  addition,  I 
he  WSA's.   Thia  district  haa  a  wide  diversity  of 
ntributionB  to  the  Wilderneaa  Preservation  SyBtera. 
d  on  the  Preferred  Alternatives  for: 


Black  Rock  Desert 
ayatem.  Thia  vaat 
apecial  to  all  who 
adequatly  deacrlhe 
attest  to  the  alls 
vaat  that  the  curv 
p  lace  to  me  and  on 

Protection  of 
des  tpnation  of  the 
and  oi 1  were  once 
probabl lity  indica 
probably  less) than 
citizen  advisory  p 
the  area  would  bea 


ThiB  is  an  area  unLike  any  presently  in  the  Wilderneaa 
playa  offers  recreational  and  natural  values  which  are 
visit  the  area,  and  has  a  quality  that  la  difficult  to 

Yet  nearly  all  who  visit  the  Black  Rock  Desert  will 
ca ,  solitude  and  serenity  that  exists  in  a  flat  area  ao 
ture  of  the  earth  can  ba  observed.   It  is  a  very  apecial 

a  that  I  visit  whenever  I  can. 

Che  Black  Rock  Desert  will  beat  be  accomplished  by 
174,300  acres  in  the  preferred  slternative.    Although  gas 

a  consideration,  the  recent  dry  well  in  an  area  of  highest 

tea  that  the  oil  and  gas  potential  is  no  greater  (and 
in  other  areaa  of  the  state.   Also,  the  BLM  appointed 

anel ,  in  an  all-to-rare  example  of  a  consensus  agreed  that 

t  be  protected  by  wilderness  deelgnatlon. 


Blue  Lake w/Alder^  Creek  -   Thia  glaciated  series  of  Lake*  and  aurroundlnK 
mountain  peaks  offer  a  classic  wilderness  experience.   1  visited  the  area 
during  F«l 1  whan  the  aspens  were  at  the  peak  of  autumn  color.   Kach  of  us  was 
mo at  impressed  with  the  scenery  in  the  area  in  addition  to  the  varied 
wildlife  from  several  species  of  birds  to  the  large  game.   While  this  area  la 
indeed  remote,  it  haa  received  wide  visitation  due  to  its  unlqueneae  in 
Northwestern  Nevada.   I  strongly  support  the  BLH's  preferred  alternative  for 
this  combined  20 ,400  acre  area . 
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The    12  ,')()() 


res    In    the    preferred    alternative    nl    the    Mount 
recommended.       1    climbed    this    »„ntaU    last    sunnier 
The    view    over 


1.1  mbo  ar 

and  was  Increased  with  Che  rugged  nature  of  the 

Wlnriemucca  Hry  Lake  1.  spectacular.   We  also  saw  several  rap tors"a„d  other 

small  game.   Although  not  a  large  unit,  mannBemenC  la  not  a  problem  due  to 

the  very  rugged  nature  up  the  area. 


Ch I  leu  Km]  n  [  n  I  n  H 


Mounta Ins. 
waa    lmpres 


1    auppurt    the    preferred    alternative    for    the    Calico 
While    I   have    not    hiked    In    the    area,     [    did    fly    over    this    range 
the    spectacular    colorations. 


with 


with    .lackaoiis    -        [l.|.    preterred    alternative    of    20,094    ,cr, 

.pnniled    to    between    26,(1(111    and    29,11(1(1    acre..       Thia    expanded    area    w, 

In    all    direction*,    hut    pn  r  t  ten  1  ar  1  y    In    tii 
•.a-..!--    _..     t .. 


uld 

would  he 


V    "nit'""  '»'  "«  unit.   These  boundaries  were  drawn  too  conservatively  and 
do  nut  rellect  the  actual  al,.„  of  the  wilderness  resource.   I  hiked  ,lonK  the 

east  aide  and  anw  nothing  to  prerl brinnlng  the  houndarlea  down  the  aide 

of  tin.  .ounL,  n.   Kin,,  l„r  Is  a  particularly  spectacular  mountain.   We  also 

7'  *"'1U  C"nV""  "n''  """>    """='"  l"!.ru,aed  with  the  grandeur  of  the  area. 
Hie  riparian  area  had  particularly  bountiful  lilrrtllte. 


""!•"•    < -luii;  iiiuco  i  mprsasHU  with  t 

had  particularly  bountiful  lilrdltte 


North  h„l,  „f  the  Little  Ihimhnlt  -   The  preferred  alternative  of  thia  unit 
should  be  expanded  to  approxi  ma  t  e  ly  1(1,000  seres,  to  better  protect  the 
steep-walled  canyon  of  the  Little  llumholt  River.   Aa  Is  presently  drawn   the 
unit  only  contains  minimal  boundaries  surrounding  the  canyon.   Expansion  of 
the  unit  would  ensure  greater  protection  for  the  canyon.  I  was  Impressed  by 
the  depth  of  the  canyon  during  an  fishing  trip  two  years  ago.   The  blrdllfe 
was  abundant  and  provided  a  moat  enloyable  experience. 


High  Kork  Lake 


The  preferred  alternative  Is  minimal  and  should  he  expanded 
lhe  deep  canyons,  unique  pocholes  and  remnancs  of  the 


to    50,00(1 

Laascn-Applegate    trail    need    wilderness    proteclon 


,    raluite    Peak    -    The    preferred    alternative    should    be    expanded    to    40,00(1   acres 
6  primarily    to    the   east.       Few    conflict,    exist    and    the    additional    acreage    will 

I   maximize    the    wilderneas    values,. 

Augusta    Mountains    -      The    wilderness    emphais    alternative    Is    the    acceptable 
alternative.      We    flew  over    this    unit    in   winter,    and     1    was    particularly 
Impressed    by    Che   grandeur    of    the    snow   covered    peaks. 

Foodie    Mountain   -      The    wilderneas   emphasis   alcernatlve    la    spproprlate.    These 
low    roUlns    mouncains    offer   a    little   known,    very    large    unit.      The    solitude 
opportunities    are    particularly    outstanding.      With   e.aenttally    no   conflicts 
the    recommendation    for    wilderness    is    the    beBC    use    of    the    land. 


North    HI  ink     H.ii-li     Kji 


-   flu 


,l,i  I, 


part  ut  the  very  Imp,, 
areas  and  are  one  nf  two  very  aerlu 
i-ndatlon.   The  range  la  very  scenic 


black  Hock  system  of  wlldern 
omissions  for  wilderneas  tec 
rugged.   Approximately  25,000  acres  should  be  recommended  of  thlB  WSA. 

North  Jackson  Mountains  -   Thia  range  is  another  serious  omission  in  not 
being  recommended.   This  range  la  also  very  scenic  and  rugged .   Although 
ranching  lnholdings  exist,  the  unit  could  Btill  be  managed  to  benefit  the 
rancher  and  also  exist  as  wilderness.   These  mountains  are  well  watered  and 
offer  excellent  hiking  and  wildlife  habitat.   Approximately  15,000  acres  of 
Che  WSA  should  be  recommended. 

lux  Kange  -  lhe  wilderness  emphasla  alternative  is  the  best  compromise  .   The 
2j,(iD0  acrea  adjacent  to  the  Smoke  Creek  desert  are  totally  natural  and 
remote,  ottering  outstanding  nppor tunl t lea  for  solitude. 

China  Mountain  -  The  wilderness  emphasis  slternatlve  of  o,900  acrea,  while 
noc  large, offerB  a  scenic  area  which  qualifies  for  wilderneBS  recommendation. 

The  wlnnemuccs  District  area  la  very  larRe,  and  the  area  being  considered  for 
wl IderoosB  only  a  smnll  fraction.   Wl  Idernesi  use  for  Che  Bbove  mencloned  lands 
will  proCect  them  for  the  long  term  and  atlll  not  adversely  affect  the  mining 
community  or  ocher  users  of  the  land.   I  urge  you  to  offer  strong  wilderness 
recommendations  for  the  long  term  interest  of  Nevadans. 


Sincere  iy 


Glenn    C.    Miller 


t  / 


.•'-V 
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The    preliminary    recommenda tlon    for   Alder    Creek~6G0D   hiis    been    changed    from 
suitable   as    stated    In   the    Draft    EIS   to    unsuitable.      The   suitable 
recommendation   was    based    on    the    wi  Id  ernes  s    values    and    Initial    public    support . 
Upon    evaluat Ion   of    publi  c    comments    made    during    the    public    comment    period,     it 
la    felt    that    due    to    the    email    size    of    the    unit,    No    Wilderness    Is    the    best 
alternative.      Conflicts   with   potential    development    of    private    lands    adjacent 
to    the    southwest    boundary    of    the   USA    under    All    Wilderness    and    Wilderness 
Emphas 1 e    would    serious ly    compromise    the    wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA.       The 
United    acreage    under    the   HKP    II    Recommends t ion   alternative    raises    serious 
doubt    88    to    the    effective    management    of    the    unit  . 

The    unit    contains    good ,     but    no    spectacular    scenery    and    does    not    augment    the 
scenery    of    adjacent    Blue    Lakes .       When    considered    by    i t self    (discontinuous    of 
Elue    Lakes)    its    small    size    and    configuration    are    not    adequate    to    ensure    a 
visitor's    isolation    from  outside    influences    on    solitude    and    restricts    the 
usable    space    for    primitive    and    unconf  ined    recreation. 

No    Wilderness    would    eliminate    Identified    access    concerns    since    the    road 
between    Blue    Lakes    and    Alder    Creek   USAs    which    leads    to    Little    Otiion    Reservoir 
f  ram    the    north    would    be    ma intained    and    there    would    be    no    access    teat r let  ion   on 
the    road   continuing    south    from  Little   Onion   Reservoir.      This   would   also 
eliminate   the  displacement    of    vehicle    camping   around    the    reservoir,    especially 
the    heavy   camping    use    durJng    the   hunting    season. 


The    pre 1 imi nary    rec 
f roc   suitable   es    Bt 
recommend at  ion   was 
preliminary    mineral 
information   has    bee 
Company    has      nouil 
also    provided    addl t 
for    prec lous    metal 
begun   new  exploratl 
portion    of    the    WSA 
exploration    lndlcat 
deposit.       Through 
these  claims    to   the 
additional    geologic 
and   an  economic    pre 
the   coapauy    to    proc 
precious    metal    mine 
1 n holdings    and    the 
further   wi Iderneaa 


odatlon    for    t 
eted    in    the    Draft 
based    on   the   wi Id 
1  nf  ortoat  Ion  .       SI 
n    provided    by    co 
ted    the    area    as 
lonal    geologi  ca 1 
and    uranium   depos 
on  act  1 vi ties    on 
which  contains    tii 
ed    a    high    probabl 
hi s    explorst  ion   a 
point    of    proving 
information ,     the 
clous    metal    depos 
eed    to    full    devel 
ralization,    manag 
loss    of    wi Idernes 
consideration. 
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nari ly  recommended  for  wl Id ernes 6  in  the  South  Jackson 

very  highest  wilderness  values  in  the  USA.   It 
r  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
ral cages  where  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
e  amount  of  high  to  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
wl Id erne sb  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
lgnl f leant  manageability  concerns  from  of f- road 
tely  3 , 000  acres  snd  several  active  mining  areas. 

C-ily  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 
■cy,.    of  the  North  Fork  of  the  LLttle  Humboldt  where 

features  are  concentrated.   'Hie  boundary  of  this 
jgfdhle.   An  unusual  feature  of  this  waterway  la  that 
-  .>'>i_-r;  .iw.-iy  I  ro.ii  the  canyon  rim,  not  Into  It.   Once 
i .:  i  nl  i_y  of  the  i  1  m,  yuu  tire  I  uto  say  eh  rush  type  which 
,  sun  uiiLidl  ii^  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
ry  d  1 1  f  t-iiult  to  est  a  bl  lnh  a  manageable  boundary  If 

"_HJ, 1.100  ticres  tor  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Id ileu  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


Though  High  Rock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunl ties  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  whare 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake ,  ?ly    Canyon ,  1 ncludi  ng  the  "Potholes"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon .   The  area  also  coatalns  sreas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  waa  taken  to  dell neate  a  boundary  fur  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  thlB  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  valuea. 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  sul table  In  the  Pahute  Peak  USA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Ullderness  Emphasla  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  hlg  lie  Bt  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunl  t  les 
and  least  manages  hi  11 ty  concerns .   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  ac  res  would 
greatly  dec  re a ae  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
acti  ve  rockhoundi  ng  areas  ,  i  nclude  approx  imate ly  11 ,000  acres  eaally 
accessible  to  of  f-road  vehlc les  and  reBult  in  severe  manageability  concerns  . 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluatioa  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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December    30,    198? 
l't'tO   N.E.    10th    St. 
Qranta    Pass,    OR 
97526 

Frank    Shi. Ida,    Dlatrict    Manager 
Bureau    of    Land    Management 
705    East    Fourth    Street 
Wlnnemucca,    NV    894^5 

Ke;     Draft    Wlldern.on    tla 
D.«r    Mr.    Shi.lda, 

I    »ould    Ilk.    to   m.k.    th.    follo.ing   comm.nts   on    th.    dr.ft 
rtild.rn.aa   IIS    for    th.    Kinn.mucc.    district. 
First    aome   g.n.ral   comments- 

TH.    appolntm.nt    of    a    citiz.n  adviaory    panel    to    stud,    and    make 

r.comm.nd.tion.    o.    th.    Black  Bock    Desert    is    to   b.    commend^ 

*.    need   more    of    thi.   kind    of  public    participation   in    th.    man- 
agement   or    th.    public    l.nda. 

bot.nt?arJ"T,t0    """!    i0r   "lld"-""«    »•»<*   °«    th.ir    min.r.l 
pot.nti.l.      Th...    pot.nti.l   min.ral   ,rl„   ,rl   at    b.8t    ,auc.t,d 

gu.sa.s        Over    80%    of    th.    dlatrict    la   not    .v.n   b.ing   consider^ 

lld.rn.ss,    yet    no    information   is    presented    on   fh.    mineral 


for 

potential  for  comparison.   Ho.  do.,  th.  suppos,  . 

III?   S   \*   It'    "J"""  «•"  <"»P»»  -ithth.  pot."i.l 
min.r.l.  in  th.  r.st  of  th.  district?   lou  should  put  thi. 
suppos.d  loss  in  proportion. 

Coram. nts  on  specific  ar.as- 

Ill.H'w  K°Ck.Lak'-  Thl»  ™  «l>0»W  b.  expanded  to  th.  «ild- 
'"  *■**>"«  »"««t".  to  includ.  th.  canyons  and  pothol. 
ar.as,  and  to  prot.ct  th.  vi.»  from  th.  La.s.n-Appl.g. t?  trait 
621  Pahut.  P.ak.  This  ar.a  should 
fully  prot.ct  th.  ullderness  valu. 
82?  Littl.  Humboldt.  Expand  this  ar.a 
in  th.  North  Fork  Vsll.y  and  Bed  Hills 
019  Calico  Mountains, 
201  Moust  Limbo, 
600  Blu.  Lakes, 
600D  Alder  Cr..k.   I  support  .11  of  th... 

nft^""tT17  "' ,!'i1'ler"*"  d"18"ti=>-   Th.  u.lqu.  alpine  are." 
of  Blu.  Lake. -Alder  Cr..k  d...rv.s  .p.ci.l  emphasis. 


b.  .xpand.d  to  th.  .ast 


to  includ.  th.  rim  land. 


for  th.  pr.farr.d 


Pag.  2 


Black  Rock  D.a.rt  ar.a 


•'-«-..  LjeaaiL  area- 

622  North  Black  Hock  Ka.g., 

606  North  Jackson  Mountains    Th....  »-„ 

Th.y    should    .1.1   b.    desigaatT;.    ^1^^^    "^    """    «*"• 
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Kurt    P.    H.rzor; 
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Though  High  Sock  Lake  USA,  aa  a  whole,  possesses  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation,  not  every  acre  does.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  values  are  concentrated.   This  area  includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  Including  the  "Potholes'"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  and 
great  care  wan  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  most  of  this  potential 
while  atlll  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderness  values. 

The  area  preliminarily  recommended  suitable  In  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
modified  to  the  Wilderness  Emphasis  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  coucerna.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
great ly  dec  rease  these  scenic  values  and  features,  would  Include  several 
active  rockhounding  areas,  include  approximately  11,000  acres  easily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  in  ■»«»"••»*>  »»««i.*«MHrii  «« 


,900  acres  prelii 
tigged  canyons  am 


tyMMi 


tier  zo 


severe  manageability  concerns . 

Inaclly  recommended  suitable  contain  the  highly  scenic 

gorge  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  where 
and  features  are  concentrated.   The  boundary  of  this 
»«t«ag«abttt.   An  unusual  feature  uf  this  waterway  is  that 
:-.    tlopeji  away  from  the  canyon  rim,  not  into  lit.   Once 
■■  vicinity  Of  ttas  rim,  you  are  Lnto  sagebrush  type  which 
in;-,  surrounding  area  easily  accessible  to  off-road 
:  v,-ry  i»lfflc«lt  to  establish  a  managed  hie  boundary  if 
'  t.o  jO.OlJO  acr^a  fur    the  purpose  at    establishing  a 
ur hidden  by  the  Wilderness  Management  Policy. 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  the  Calico 
from  suitable  aa  stated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to 
recomrnendat  Ion  was  based  on  the  wilderness  va 
preliminary  mineral  information.   Since  the  D 
Information  has  been  provided  by  companies 
Company  has   nominated  the  area  as  an  "Area 
also  provided  additional  geological  tnforma 
for  precious  metal  and  uranium  deposits.   Eer 
begun  new  exploration  activities  on  a  large 
portion  of  the  WSA  which  contains  the  highest 
exploration  indicated  a  high  probability  for 
deposit.   Through  this  exploration  activity, 
these  claims  to  the  point  of  proving  a  valid 
additional  geologic  Information,  the  probabll 
and  an  economic  precious  metal  deposit  is  hlg 
the  company  to  proceed  to  full  development. 
precious  metal  mineralization,  manageability 
lnholdings  and  the  loss  of  wilderness  values, 
further  wilderness  consideration. 


HountaIna-019  has  been  changed 
naultable.   Tha  suitable 
lues  at  stake,  public  support  and 

aft  was  published,  considerable 
tive  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
f  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
on  indicating  a  high  potential 
ret  Exploration  Co.,  Inc.,  has 
lalo  block  within  the  southern 

wilderness  values.   Preliminary 
an  economic  precious  metal 
the  company  plans  to  develop 
di  a co very .   Based  on  the 
lty  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
h.   Such  a  discovery  would  allow 
Based  on  this  new  documented 
problems  related  to  these  mineral 
thia  unit  has  been  dropped  from 


The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Creek-600D  hsa  been  changed 
suitable  as  stated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  In  1 1 lal  public 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comnients  made  during  the  public  comment  pe 
1b  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit,  Ho  Wilderness  is  the 
a lternatlve .   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  USA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilder 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wl Ide  rneas  quail  ties  of  the 
11 ml  ted  acreage  under  the  MFP  II  Recommendat  ion  alter native  ral sea  % 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 


from 

Bupport . 
rlod,  it 

best 
adjacent 
ness 

WSA .   The 
erlous 


The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  doeB  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  Itself  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a; 
visitor's  isolation  from  outalde  influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  apace  for  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation. 

No  Wilderness  would  eliminate  identified  access  concerns  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakes  and  Alder  Creek  WSAs  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  sccess  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  from  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  dlspl  acement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  camping  use  during  Phe  hunting  season. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  reevaluation  of  available 
information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper.   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areaB  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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linn   Mtmrcn   ::t.. 

'{«!.[.,     Nevada     HOf.rie 
]«o,    7.1,     10(13 

Wlnnemuma    District    KftP.    of    l<T  M 
70!.    W.    4th    St. 
Wlnmuwcew. .    Nevada    H044f. 

r.mir    S  I  r  I 

I    read    th*  Bptl.rlB   »n    l'are   rl    i-nd   f:a    In    Uii>    Rnno 

neper    thin    morning    lr    rerard    to    pBJ-trt.au    maklr.p    the 

Black    Bock    Itaaert    a    wilderness    area. 

I    think    fcbo    nrivlornmentallMts    are    ,-olnp    overboard 
on    thl?    nublflct,    especially    the    Sierra    Club.       It    would 
be    rcdicultmn    Tor   anyone    to   walk    in    .10   or    40  mllea, 
particularly    In    the    Burner    t lms    to   nee    this    area. 

I   am   for    leaa    reetrlntlons    so    that   all    of   us    can 
enjoy   Nevada. 


Sincerely, 
Spencer   r.    hlhler 


^t^*  «J^   /*w*  &L  *y**4**7r 


~[\  .  .tvdfl-    «**-    ^**H      ff$  'U.J  </ /yntr~t  f  i'h    ../u-w-t    <>*~J/1H£a^0* 
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SIERRA  CLUB 


Tolyabe   Chapter         Nevada  and    EuCem  California 


December  29,    19H3 

Mr.     Prank    Shields,     District     Manager 
WI  nnemuccu    District 
Bureau    of     Lund    Managrmnnt 
7W>    K,    «th    Streot 
WlnncmticcH  ,     Nevada       K944  5 

Dimr    Krank, 

The  attached  maps  and  written  citniwnca  artt  in  addition  to,  and  should  be 
appended  to,  the  oral  testimony  I  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Tolyabe  Chapter  of 
the  Slarra  Club  at  the  November  8th  public  hearing  on  the  Wilderness  DP.  I S  In 
Reno . 


Ah  we  previously  state. 
Strongly  Bupports  each  of  t 
designation  In  the  bureau' ■ 
wilderness  values,  and  eacl 
Wilderness  Preservation  Syy 
EiS  for  the  reasons  we  prev 
Wilderness  Technical  Report 
encompassing;  58,000  acres 
Llrabo  (201),  16,400  acres  f 
(6000),  and  174,100  acres  f 
acceptable  tradeoffs  bet  wee 
management  concerns.  In  th 
support  ,  an  we  stated  at  t 
because  of  the  concensus  of 
Advisory  Panel.  We  believe 
Alternative  should  be  lmpro 
outline  In  a  minute. 


d  for  the  hearing  record,  the  Tolyabe  Chapter 
he  nine  WSA's  recommended  suitable  for  wilderness 
Preferred  Alternative.   Kach  possesses  outstanding 
would  make  «n  outstanding  addition  to  the  National 
tein.   We  urge  the  BUM  to  recommend  each  in  the  Pinal 
lously  stated  and  on  the  basis  of  the  EIS  and 

analyses .   The  Preferred  Alternative  boundaries 
for  Calico  Mountains  (019),  12,900  acres  for  Mount 
or  Blue  Lakes  (600),  4,000  acrea  for  Alder  Creek 
or  Black  Kock  Desert  (620)  represent,  we  believe, 
n  preserving  wilderness  values  and  other  resource  or 
case  of  the  319,594-acre  Black  Hock  Desert  WSA,  we 
he  hearing,  the  smaller  wilderness  recommendation 
the  varied  Interests  represented  on  the  Citizen 
each  of  the  remaining  four  areas  in  the  Preferred 
ved  by  boundary  modification  along  the  lines  we  will 


Since  we  are  making  a  number  of  specific  suggestions  for  Improvement  of  the 
Preferred  Alternative  and  since  It  1b  unlikely  that  the  Bureau  will  accept  all 
of  the™,   we  will  present  them  In  a  rough  order  of  priority. 

We  believe  ths  most  serious  deficiency  of  the  Prefered  Alternative  is  the 
failure  to  recommend  as  suitable  any  portion  of  the  30,791-acre  North  Black  Rock 
Range  WSA  (622).   The  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  boundary  Including  10,700 
acres  would  go  a  long  way  towarda  remedying  this  omission,  although  we  believe 
the  approximately  25,000-acre  proposal  shown  on  the  attached  map  would  make  a 
better  wilderness. 

Similarly,  we  believe  that  a  portion  of  the  26,457-acre  North  Jackaon 
Mountains  WSA  (606)  should  be  recommended  as  suitable.   Again,  the  U,100-arce 
Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  boundary  would  go  a  long  way  towarda  recognizing 
and  protecting  the  area's  outstanding  wilderness  values,  although  a  slight 
expansion  to  the  approxlmstley  15,000  acres  ahown  on  ths  attached  map  would  form 


l.AS  VEGAS  GROUP 

P.O  flux  19777 

L»i  Vein,  Nevidi   6911 


Tu  txpiorr,  ti\fujf,  utij  pruua  A*  wild  placet  ofrhf  vanh 
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a  better  wilder ness . 

The  small  but  very  scenic  H),3W-acce  Chins  Mountain  WSA  (40f>P)  contains 
outstanding  wilderness  values  in  a  region  of  the  state  where  few  other  areas 
atlll  retain  their  wilderness  character.   The  compact  8,900-acre  Wilderness 
Kaphas Is  Alternative  boundary  would  protect  these  values  and  provide  a 
Wilder.,***  resource  at  little  cost  to  othor  land  usse.   w8  urgs  you  to  r.comismid 
t  lit  n  «mn  <\n    Hiil  tabid  , 

The  Wilderness  Emphasis  Alternative  boundaries  Including  87,900  acres  of 
the  142,050-acre  Hoodie  Mountain  WSA  (012),  23,600  acres  of  the  75,404-acre  Vox 
Rings  WSA  (014),  and  12,800  acres  of  ths  89,372-acre  Augusts  Mountains  WSA  (108) 
would  protect  the  core  wilderness  values  of  each  area  while  eliminating 
conflicts  on  the  majority  of  the  acreage  in  the  three  areas.   We  urge  you  to 
recommend  all  three  In  the  final  preferred  alternative. 


finally,  as  we  mentioned  at  the  beginnl 
four  WSA's  which  were  recommended  as  suitahl 
should  be  Improved  with  some  boundary  modifl 
in  the  Preferred  Alternative  for  the  69,683- 
Kumboldt  la  Insufficient  to  protect  the  wild 
canyon,  and  provide  a  wilderness  experience 
the  wilderness  resource  on  the  adjacent  upl 
approximately  30,000  acres  aa  shown  on  the  , 
of  unfavorahle  mineral  potential  and  there  1 
designation.   The  range  of  alternatives  deve 
Is  inadequate,  since  there  was  none  hetween 
wilderness  emphasis  alternative  including  si 
analyzed.   We  believe  such  an  expanded  wilde 
just  as  we  believe  boundaries  in  the  similar 
will  be  manageable. 


..  of  this  letter,  we  believe  that 
e  in  the  Preferred  Alternative 
catlonB.   We  believe  the  8,900  acres 
acre  North  Fork  of  the  Little 
ernesa  setting  of  the  dramatic 
along  some  of  the  rim  by  protecting 
inds.   We  suggest  an  expansion  to 
attached  map.   The  land  involved  la 
s  little  conflict  with  wilderness 
loped  in  the  Draft  EIS  for  this  unit 
,900  and  69,683  seres.   A 
i  of  the  uplanda  ahould  have  been 
rness  boundary  would  be   raanagesbla , 
topography  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert 


The  53,900  acres  in 
High  Rock  Lake  WSA  (007) 
14,000  acres  presently  re 
acres  in  the  60,211-acre 
seres  sb  outlined  on  the 
boundary  and  round  out  th 
and  east  of  the  proposal 
of  a  wilderness.   Similar 
Preferred  Alternative  fo 
40,000  acrea  shown  on  the 
additional  area  would  pro 
views had  of  the  Black  Hoc 
potential . 


the  WlldernesB  Emphasis  Alternative  for  the  61,902-acre 
would  Improve  the  proposal  considerably  over  the 
commended.   We  suggest  a   small  expansion  of  the  20,094 
South  Jsckson  Mountains  (603)  to  approximately  25,000 
attached  map.   This  would  provide  a  more  logical 
e  protection  of  the  high  wilderness  values  on  the  north 
while  still  leaving  most  of  the  high  conflict  land  out 
ly  a  Bmnll  expansion  of  the  31,000  acres  in  the 
the  57,529-acre  Pahute  Peak  (621)  to  the  approximately 
attached  map  would  Improve  the  proposal .   The  small 
tect  some  of  the  east  side  of  the  unit  -  In  the 
k  Desert  -  whl le  involving  remote  land  of  low  mineral 


A  moat  Important  point  regarding  potential  mineral  reaource  conflicts  with 
the  additional  wilderness  recommendations  above,  is  that  only  the  areas  BLM 
recommends  as  wilderneBs  now  will  have  a  USGS  mineral  study.   So  that,  Congress 
-  the  final  decision  maker  -  may  have  the  benefit  of  more  Information.   Thus,  If 
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an  araa  ha.  plainly-evident  wilderness  value,  and  possible  mineral  potential 
any  error  at  thl,  stage  of  the  process  should  be  on  the  aide  of  recommend  log ' the 
area  suitable. 

The  total  acreage  included  In  a  preferred  alternative  modified  with  the 
additions  outlined  above  Is  approximately  5B7.700  acres.   Even  with  the 
additions,  thl.  total  I.  .till  smaller  than  the  6«,,970-acre  Wilderness  Emphasis 
alternative  analyzed  In  the  DEIS.   It  Includes  only  53X  of  the  USA  acreage  and 
only  7Z  of  the  Wf nnemucc.  District  public  land..   It  would  seem  to  be  a  very 
modest,  even  minimal  propossl,  that  the  Bureau  could  es.lly  stand  behind.   We 
urge  you  to  Rive  It  aerlous  consideration. 

Thank  you  again  for  the  opportunity  to  submit  our  views.   We  look  forward 
to  working  with  ynu  on  the  continuing  management  of  these  magnificent  area.. 

Sincere ly , 


KoRfir  Scholl.  Chairman 
Wild erne as  Committee 
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The  preliminary  recommendation  for  Alder  Cr<;ek-600D  has  been  changed  f  ros 
suitable  as  Btated  in  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 
recommendation  was  based  on  the  wilderness  values  and  Initial  public  Bupport. 
Upon  evaluation  of  public  comments  made  dur !ng  the  public  comment  period ,  it 
la  felt  that  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  unit.  No  VIlderneBB  Is  the  beat 
alternative.   Conflicts  with  potential  development  of  private  lands  adjacent 
to  the  southwest  boundary  of  the  WSA  under  All  Wilderness  and  Wilderness 
Emphasis  would  seriously  compromise  the  wilderness  qualities  of  the  USA.   The 
Halted  acreage  under  the  ME-'P  II  Recommendation  alternative  raises  serious 
doubt  as  to  the  effective  management  of  the  unit. 

The  unit  contains  good,  but  no  spectacular  scenery  and  does  not  augment  the 
scenery  of  adjacent  Blue  Lakes.   When  considered  by  ltaelf  (discontinuous  of 
Blue  Lakes)  Its  small  size  and  configuration  are  not  adequate  to  ensure  a 
visitor's  isolation  from  outfllde  Influences  on  solitude  and  restricts  the 
usable  Bpace  for  primitive  and  unconfined  recreation. 

Ho    Wilderness  would  eliminate  Identified  access  coacerna  since  the  road 
between  Blue  Lakefl  and  Alder  Creek  USAa  which  leads  to  Little  Onion  Reservoir 
from  the  north  would  be  maintained  and  there  would  be  no  access  restriction  on 
the  road  continuing  south  f  rc<»  Little  Onion  Reservoir.   This  would  also 
eliminate  the  displacement  of  vehicle  camping  around  the  reservoir,  especially 
the  heavy  campi ng  use  dur 1 ug  the  bunting  season . 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  revaluation  of  available 
Information  concerning  these  areas,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  E 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  II  areas  proper 
aeven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
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High   Rock    Lake    WSA,    as    a    whole 


oded    suitable    contain    the    highly    scenic 
lorth   Fork    of    the    Little    Humboldt    where 
c    concentrated.       The    boundary    of.    this 

uuusuaj     feature    of    thin    waterway    is    that 
row    the    canyon    riur,    not    into    It.       Once 
)-.,-.    rl.ii,    y*iu    arn    into    Bagebfuah    type   which 
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'_.,    ,:sMMh;h    a    manageable    boundary     if 
•  ■  =    fur    Mi.:    purpose    of    establishing   a 
■    Wilderness   Management    Policy. 

possesses    outstanding    oppor tuni t t ea    for 
solitude,    prioitlve    and    unconfined    recreation,    not    every    acre    doea.       The 
14,000   acres    prellminari ly    recommended    for   wilderness    represent    the    area    where 
the    highest    wilderness    values    are    concentrated.       This    area    includes    such 
features    as    High   Rock    Lake,     Fly    Canyon,    including    the    "Potholes"    and    dam    and 
Box    Canyon.       The    area    also   contains    areas    of    moderate    mineral    potential    and 
great    care    was    taken    to   delineate    a    boundary    for    the    preliminary 
recommendation   which    would    permit    the    development    of    most    of    this    potential 
while    still   maximizing    protection   of    the   wilderness    values. 

The    10,300   acres    preliminarily    recommended    for    wilderness    in    the    South    Jackson 
Mountains    focuses    on    the    very    highest    wilderness    values    to    the    WSA.       It 
includes    the    rugged    upper    elevations    including    majestic    King   Lear    Peak,    and 
the    heads   of    all    major   drainages   where    the   hlgheat    wilderness    values    are.       It 
substantially    reduceB    the    amount    cf    high    to   moderate   mineral    potential    and 
moderate    geothenaal    and    oil    and    gas    potential.       To    expand    the    area    would    tend 
to    lower    the    quality    of    wllderneBS    considerably,    particulatly    solitude    and 
naturalneBS,    and    cause    significant    manages  bill ty    concerns    from   off-road 
vehicle    use  on    approximately    3,000  acres    and    several    active    mining  aresa. 
The    area    preliminarily    recommended    suitable    in    the    Pahute    Peak   WSA   has    been 
■odlfled    to    the   Wilderness   Enphasls    alternative    of    25,200   acres.       Within    this 
area    are    the    highest    wilderness    values,    greatest    recreational    opportunities 
and    least   manageability    concerns.      To   expand    the    area    to    40,000    acres  would 
greatly    decrease    these    scenic    values   and    features,    would    IncLude    Beveral 
active    rockhounding    areas,     include    approximately    11,000    acres    easily 
accessible    to   off-road    vehicles    and    result    iu    severe    manageability    concerns. 
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NORTHEAST  CALIFOHNIANS   FOR   MILDEHKESS 

P.O.    Box   391 

Suoanvlllo,    CA      96130 


Dae.  29,   1983 

District  Manager  Frank  Shield. 

BLK 

705  Ea.t  Fourth  St. 

Mlnn.aucoa  NV  89^45 

Pie...  oonelder  thin  ooaa.nte  on  th.  Dl.trlot'.  Draft  VUdirnos  J38. 

Fir.t,   our  co,pll..nt.  on  a  aim,   und.r.t.ndabl.  US.     And  oo.pllMnt.  for  l.provlng 

on  th.  MFP  II  reooaaendatlon.  for  .   WU  ..ou„t  of  wlld.rn....     Al.o,   th.  Bl.ck  Rook 

D.e.rt  oono.n.u.  proo...  ...  .  good  .ppro.oh  that  .ov.d  toward  «or.  .d.,u.t.  prot.otlon 

of  th.  unique  and  vuln.r.bl.  Bl.ok  Rook  D..ert  .oo.y.tu. 

H..b.r.  of  our  group  are  faalllar  with  th.  ar«  und.r  .tudy.   having  vl.lt.d,   tr.v.lad 
■  nd  .p.nt  .ub.t.ntl.l  tla.  In  It.  wild  pl.o...     M.  believe  It  1.  very  l.port.nt  to 
protect  auoh  of  It  ..  wlld.rn...  for  futur.  g.n.r.tlona.     A.  th.  DEIS  oorr.otly 
point,  out.   wlld.rn...  1.  .ultlpl.  u...     It  prot.ot.  and  provld..  .Ignlfloant   .ultlpl. 
r..ourc.  b.n.flt.,   oultur.l  r..ouro..,  pal.ontologlo.l,  wlldllf.,  riparian  and 
w.t.r.hed,   V1.U.!.   prlaltlv.  recreation,   .nd  .1.0  .lr  quality.   r.ng.  l.prov.a.nt, 
eoo.y.t.a  r.pr...nt.tlon  and  .tudy.   threat.ned  *  .ndanger.d  pl.nt.  and  anla.1. 
lnor....d  tourl...   .to.     All  your  .«..  1„  .11  Jour  «  VSA..  off.r  th.M> 

Th.  roadl...  oharacfr  of  your  MSA'.  1.  .„  laport.nt  v.lu.  In  n..if.     Th.  loM  of 
any  roadl...  ,r«  1.  .  .lg„lfi„nt.   lrr.y.r.lbl.  lo..  of  .  non-r.new.bl.  r..ouro. 
(Mo.t  Els.  h.v.  .  ..otlon  on  "lrr.y.r.lbl,  and  Irr.trl.v.hl.  Co»ltt..nt  of  R..our«." 
that  d..crlb..  thl.,   why  do.,  not  thl.  DEIS?)     Th.r.for.,    fro.  our  point  of  via, 
th.  "All  Mlld.rn...»  Alt.rn.tlv.  1.  th.  b..t  alfrnatlv..     Th...   18  MSA',  oov.rlng 
1.118.467  .or.,  ar.  all  eligible  for  wlld.rn....   having  b..n  car.fully  .or..„.d  out 
through  th.  Mlld.rn...  Inv.ntory  of  ,979.     All  ar«.  .r.  prlaarlly  natural,   .11  off.r 
out.t.ndlng  opportunltl..  for  .olltu,.  or  prlaltlv.  r.oreatlon.     Th...  .r.  th.  aurvlvora, 
th.  b.«t  of  th.  roadl...  um. 

N  urg.  your  r.vl.K  of  th.  All  VUd.rn...  Alternative     According  t.  th.  DBS,  It  ha. 
no  .Ignlfloant  lapaot"  to  *any  r..ouro...  ,„d  ".Ignlfloant  rapaot."  only  to  aining 
and  aotorl.ed  recreation.     It  would  ..ount  to  only  on.-.lghth  of  th.  Dl.trlct  k.pt 

WlZ.  f0ri"UltlPl;-r"°»M  ""•'"••     "«*»  -.onabl..     „  .Upp0rt  th.  All 
Mlldara...  Alternetlv.. 

to'birorMth"  TV0"1'1  4nd  "or-Ut"»1  >"•"*■  cf  .lid.™...  ar.  not  Halted 
to  big  oltl..  within  flv.  hour  driving  tl..       ,mm„.  ,  .  .0  «■"•« 

"*  ""'     """mea.  for  your  18  USA',  will  b.n.flt 


eaaller  population  oentera  near.r  th.  irm,   lnoludlng  Susanvllle  and  Alturee, 
California,    Ju.t  a  ooupl.  hour.  away. 

Regarding  th.  ".lght.  and  .ound."   lntru.lon  (olt.d  on  p.   2-2,    for  oxa.pl.) ,   Congree. 
ha.  pr.tty  dearly  e.tabllehed  th«t  .lght.  and  .ound.  outalds  th.  boundarl..  ar*  not 
5£5i  fJif  faotora  In  considering  an  araa'a  wllderne..  quality,     w.  .uggeat  thl.  .xtr.- 
naoua  .Leant  la  Invalid  and  that  It  be  deleted  a.  an  .valuation  orlterlon. 
Regarding  th.  out.t.ndlng   feature  of  your  Dl.trlot,   th.  Black  Rook  Deeert  MBA'ooapl.x, 
thl.  1.  .o  Important,   ao  unlqu.  and  ao  vuln.rabl.  that  ».  f..l   It  •■••ntlal  that  all 
flv.  >r»i  b.  Mlldorn...  In  th.lr  .ntlr.ty.     Th.y  each  ooapleaent  uoh  oth.r.     Thla 
1.  autu.1   .nh.no.».nt  .nd  th.  DEIS  fall,  to  con.ld.r  It  fully.     Th.  wlld.rn...  coapl.x 
.hould  lnolud.  th.  25,000  acre  N.   Blaok  Rock  Unlt.and  th.   15,000  acr.  U.   J«ck.on 
Mountain  Unit.     V.  hop.  you  r.oon.ld.r  thl.  and  glv.  .11  area.  wlldernea.  protactlon. 
Regarding  Poodl.  Mountain,   thl.  1.  a  prlaary  oono.rn  of  ours.     V.  pref.r  th.  All 
Mildernee.  Alternative  for  Poodl.  Mountain  MSA.     Th.  Mllderneee  Eapha.l.  Alternative 
1.  .  ooaproalee  In  that  It.  aorag.  .xclude.  .11  th.  road,  and  ao.t  way..     Both 
alternatives,   how.v.r.   maintain  a  contiguous  link  to  on.  of  the  ao.t  laportant 
wilderness  ooaplexea  In  th.  Sueanvllls  Dl.trlct  that  Include.  Twin  Peak.,   Hol.-In- 
Th.  Ground,  Eagle  H«ad,   Skedaddlee,    Five  Spring,  and  Par.nlp  Or..k.     BLM  aa.ur.d 
th.  publlo  that  th.  wlld.rn...  ooaplex  oonc.pt  wa.  a  .tudy-ph...  que.tlon  and 
would  bo  fully  oon.lder.d  th.n.     Thl.  1.  th.  .tudy  pha..,  and  what  thought  ha.  b..n 
glv.n  to  thl.  wllderne..  oospl.x?     Th.  DEIS  a.ntlone  Input  froa  th.  Busanvlll. 
Dl.trlot,   but  do.,  not   show  thl.  Input.     Ha.  It  b..n  av.llabl.  for  publlo  r.vlewT 
It'ahould.     Th.  SuMnvlll.  Dl.trlot  ha.  bar.ly  bagun  th.lr  wlld.rn...  .tudy  on 
th..a  mm    th.y'll  u..  th.  T.ohnloal  R.vl.w  Thi  proc.sa  on  which  on.  of  our  a.ab.r. 
will  Mm,     I.nH  It  praaatur.  to  dli^u.llfy  fro.  wlld.rn...  an  tin  oontlguou. 
to  a  «.jor  wlld.rn...  propoMl  th.y  will  con.ld.rT    V.  think  .0.     Poodl.  Mountain  la 
a  part  of  thla  wlld.rn...  ooapl.x  that  .traddl..  th.  Dl.trlot. •  boundary.     It  1. 
laportant  not  to  for.olo..  option,  and  to  allow  oon.ld.ratlon  of  th.  autual  .nhano.aant 
of  inn  within  th.  ooaplw.     Th«r.for.,  whll.  m  favor  laaadlat.  r.ooaa.ndatlon  of 
Poodl.  Mountain  for  wlld.rn...,  w.  would  advl«.  you  to  hold  your  daol.lon  on  thl. 
on.  MSA   la  .b.yano.  uatll  th.  Buaanvllla  Taaa  ona  aaka  a  ooaprahan.lv.  r.ooaa.ndatlon . 
M.  would  appr.ol.t.  thl.  a.  wa  faal   atrongly  about  It. 

Ma  .upport  th.  BIJ('a  wlld.rn...  raooaaandatlon.  a.  f«r  a.  th.y  go  and  th.r.  ^lould 
not  b.  any  d.latlona.     Ma  .upport  .xpanalon  of  tha  South  Jaok.ona,  Pahute  Paak,   High 
Rock  Laka,   and  N.   Fork  Llttla  Huaboldt  Rlvar.   Ma  alao  think  tha  following  .hould  b. 
r.oona.nd.d  wlldama...      Chin.  Mountain,    Fox  Rang.,   and  Augu.ta  Mountain..     M.  think 
thl.  will  h.lp  Hka  your  good  wlldern...  raooaaandatlon.  vary  good. 
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The  Input  referred  to  In  the  draft  consists  of  letters,  phone  call 
confirmations  and  meetings,  all  part  of  the  normal  coordination  procedure 
between  two  districts.   Such  recorded  Information  Is  on  file  at  the  district 
offices  and  is  available  for  public  review  under  the  Freedom  of  Information 
Act . 


2<i,    lytJj 


Mr.     I''renk    C.    Ilitcl-tn 
District   Manager 
Rureau    of    Land    Management 
705   E.    4th   St. 

Wlnnemir.r.a,    Ney .       89445 

Dear  Mr.  3h1eldsi 

As  ■  property  owner  within  the  proposed  Wilderness  Area  #4o6p, 
China  Mountain  an-1  being  very  familiar  with  the  area  and  with 
the  recourses  that  are  there,  I  do  not  think  this  area  suitable 
for  Wilderness. 

There  are  many  unimproved  roads  throughout  this  area  used  by 
ranchers,  recrea t 1 onla ts ,  hunters  and  prospectors .   It  Is  understood 
that  roads  and  other  man  made  objects  are  not  to  be  In  these  areas. 


There  are  mining  claims  and  patented  mineral  lands  throunhout. 
area  Is  used  by  business  people,  ranchers  and  miners  tra-elins 
throughout  all  year  long. During  the  hunting  season  and  during 
the   summer  months  there  are  families  Tlsltlng  this  area  for 
yacatlons,  and  sportsman  are  In  the  area  during  hunting  season. 

With  the  type  of  use  this  area  Is  providing,  I  do  not  think  It 
suitable  for  Wilderness. 

Sincerely  yours, 


The 


Dolores  8.  Trlgoro 


Dolores  3.  Trlgero 

ZROO  Thomas  Jefferson  Dr. 

Reno,  Nev.   B9509 
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THE  CLKVEI.ANU  MUSEUM  OF  NATUHAI,  HIbTOHY 


December  30,  19II3 


Mr.  Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
U.  S.  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  4th  Street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  89445 

Re:   High  Rock  Lake,  Poodle  Mountain,  Fox  Range,  Pole  Creek,  Calico  Mountains, 
Augusta  Mountains,  Selenlte  Mountains,  Mt.  Limbo,  China  Mountains, 
Tobin  Range,  Blue  Lakes,  Aider  Creek,  South  Jackson  Mountains,  North 
Jackson  Mountains,  Black  Rock  Desert,  Pahute  Peak,  North  Black  Rock  Range 
and  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  River  Wilderness  Study  Areas. 

Dear  Mr.  Shields: 

One  of  the  major  concerns  of  our  Museum  Is  the  preservation  and  study  of  the 
natural  envi ronment .Areas  where  the  effects  of  man  are  subordinate;  I.e., 
wilderness  are  fast  disappearing  in  the  United  States  and  around  the  world. 
The  Museum  favors  preservation  of  these  areas  wherever  practical.  Each  of 
the  eighteen  Wilderness  Study  Areas  1n  the  Winnemucca  District  was  found  to 
have  high  wilderness  values  and  characteristics  during  the  Intensive  Wilderness 
Inventory.  As  such,  these  areas  are  worthy  of  protection  unless  there  1s  a 
management  or  mineral/energy  conflict  so  massive  that  the  area  cannot  be 
managed  as  wilderness.  Management  conflicts  are  minimal  because  of  low 
population  density  and  low  recreational  use.  There  1s  no  mineral  or  energy 
production  currently  in  any  of  the  Wilderness  Study  Areas.  Questions  of  the 
potential  for  such  production  should  be  left  to  the  prefessional  expertise 
of  the  USGS  and  USBM  in  the  next  inventory  phase. 

Four  of  the  areas  contain  unique  ecosystems/landforms  with  respect  to  representation 
In  the  Districts  18  Wilderness  Study  Areas.  These  are  Blue  Lakes/Alder  Creek 
(an  Isolated  glaciated  mountain  mass  with  a  community  of  Umber  and  white  bark 
pines  unique  to  northwestern  Nevada);  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt 
River  (a  spectacular  river  gorge  which  1s  prime  raptor  habitat  and  the  necessary 
upland   around  1t  to  provide  a  protective  ecological  buffer);  the  Augusta 
Mountains  (the  only  area  with  a  substantial  portion  of  pristine  desert  piedmont, 
Itself  a  rarity  anywhere);  and  the  Black  Rock  Desert  Complex  of  seven  Wilderness 
Study  Areas.  (A  large  desert  playa  with  surrounding  mountain  ranges  and  views- 
beds  which  when  taken  together  1n  their  entirety  offer  critical  protection  to  a 
large  diverse  transitional  ecosystem.  This  area  also  has  significant  cultural, 
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l-rcink  Shield*, 


December  30,  19B3 


pdleontoluojcdl  and  archaeological  resources  which  are  In  great  need  of 
protection  which  would  be  provided  by  designation  of  the  seven  units  ds 
Wilderness  Areas. 

Pledge  Include  those;  concerns  in  the  official  record  of  public  comment  oti  the 
draft  wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement.   Please  keep  us  Informed  of" 
any  further  actions  concerning  wilderness  1n  the  district.   Any  response  by 
BLM  or  others  to  this  comment  would  be  appreciated. 


Thank  you. 


Sincerely , 


Dr.  Harold  0.  Mahan 
01  rector 


IIUM:hy 
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MINERALS  UNLIMITED 

P    O.  BOX  877 
RIDGECREST.  CALIFORNIA  93555-0877 

IB  IV)  3  7B-327B 

f«*k  Uu.id*.   0.,t.   *«««  *""*"    "'•    ,W> 

U.S.    iiuieau   of   Land  ftanutjammil 
705  t      *tth   St. 
Winnvmucca     NV     WHS 

Qttan  filA.    Shi&UU; 

7  am  witting    it;  a   vorwfvt&i  c  t  1 1  -;ivi ,    tmitit    tite  Wtimvauu  i  a  Ot  tl'titi   W  i  tthtnnv  1 1 
tmti.UA,      7  mi  ih    to  huvt*   Uua    letter    tncliuted  in   lite   nepuni   fu-t    the 6*/   he.un.inyA, 

']  fauve   a   bt.u:kif.-tiiuii(l  of    iO  y.euai   ex/K'tauiCP.   a-i   a  dimlai    tn  mutviul    ^petzimena. 
7/i    vit'n'  nf    thv   fart    thai    7  am  ifapetttttmi   on   aunt'A   u.1    the    ttwacti   a£  <mj    itmJi,     it 
ca/tnut    be    laid   that    'J  urn  wttL-atifltna    in   watloak.       7  urn,    hitt&c\?t&n.,    veny,    uukliu 
uf    ihi>  tliffv/ii'nci'   tn-Aa/i'i'ji   an  ututtyM  >  whtt'fi    ihtMD-i   the  pn&Aomvei   u{  a    4-pnciftc 
f/i'/Ht'/t/,     nith  i/i  gtitti,    i 'mn ,    t'tc, ,    uiul  thv  vxiAlimre  uf  tm   t'ftmtmtr  ^aanitta 
u>/i((/i   ha-\  ana   fxtietiliul  fun   ctHmvnriul   axpUu  tatton. 

f  am  uAao  fully   auMn.it  of   the    value  of  tvi  ldv -we a 4  aneaA    tu    tha  ftnatet'.t  am    uf 
una   I'/ivi  ttirunan-t,    and  io   the  need  uf   plttceA  ujheie   today  a   hv.uvtty.    tmeAAuneil 
mankind  can  y.et    lame   chance   fan   nelaxattun   in  an  unencumbered  antta. 

Afttm   caiefu-l    examination   of.   the   u/ivoa    in   que-itain    in    iht.A   cunnvnt     itudu.,    fJ 
feel    that    -Mf    necoaiinendatioiiA   of    the   Ni'Vttthi   c'.nvixannwniu  I    (.oa  li  t  ian    am:    quitv. 
nvti  lonuhle,    and  Ahoultl  but  pivtm   aowi  iiioaI   unuenl   attention. 


/£, 
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December  20,  198  3 


Mr.  Frank  Siliclda,  District  H,i 
Wirmomucea  District,  nr,M 
VOL)  Kant.  Fourth  Street 
Winneimjccu  ,  NV   H9445 

l*uu:  Mr.  shields: 

1  wiati  to  support  the  wlldurneas 


i 


Winnemucca  District   esoeci    7  h     'tu"'  ",uu™1  »"  the 
,,,,,    ,   "      liLC'  especially  the  unique  Black  Rock  De^»-+- 

A   thOUgh   J   am   ne;ther   a   h.ker   ^   a        9      k^f   "£"  i^r 

and  Nevada  areas  should  be  included  in  this  system 

Sincerely , 

/£&€£,£$ At  '  i^<^t^i   s.  , 

HarceJene  Varney       U 
2330  Polk  St. 
Reno,  NV   89503 


J  exxhtng    County   doncE.xns.cL  ditlzE.ni 


Daoember  }u.  1983 


Door  Sire i 

The  following  ststemente  are  our  comments  on  the 
Wlnnemucoa  Dl.trict  Dr.ft  Wilderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement. 

Within  the  paat  5  yaara,  the  residents  of  Pershing 
County  hav.  mede  thair  wishes  known  about  th.ir  fa. lings  concerning 
the  Wilderness  program  in  Parohlng  County. 

Before  really  getting  into  our  comments,  lot  me  oay 
that  it  la  well  known  throughout  the  State  of  Nevada,  from  the 
State  Assembly  to  the  State  Senate,  to  ex-3overnor  List,  Senator 
Laxalt  and  ex-Congressman  Santini,  the  feelings  of  Pershing  Bounty 
about  Wilderness. 

To  state  In  your  yellow  book,  "The  Wilderness  E.I.S.," 
that  the  public  support  for  W.S.A.'s  in  Pershing  County  is  ".unknown" 
boggles  the  mind  and  defies  our  strained  credibility  in  the  Bureau's 

Afew  of  the  reports  include  an  ANTI-WILMHNES3  petition 
containing  the  names  of  kO%   of  the  residents  living  in  Perehlng 
County.  Letters  from  the  Regional  Planning  Commission,  protesting 
the  usurpation  of  County  lands.  Letters  of  protest  from  the  Pershing 
County  Commissioners  and  letters  from  individuals,  with  photographs 
proving  their  points  by  showing  explicit  violations  of  the  Bureau's 
own  laws.  Everyone  is  against  your  Wilderness  designation.  I'll  cite 
one  excellent  reason  for  our  County's  standi  At  ths  time  this 
Wilderness  Inventory  began,  we  had  our  own  land-use  plan  finished 
in  accordance  with  State  and  Federal  law.  Aotually,  Pershing  County 
was  one  of  only  two  Counties  in  Nevada  to  have  oomplied.  Our  local 
government  and  citizens  spent  many,  many  hours  making  this  plan 
and  it  covers  every  square  inch  of  the  County. 

We  felt  then,  and  still  feel,  that  our  County  and  state 
wE4ldb"  better  served  by  being  «M.g,„  as  a  multiple-Use  Area. 

The  economy  of  our  County  depends  entirely  on  the  mining 
industry,  farming  and  ranching  and  recreational  pursuits,  including 
hunting,  OfiV  use,  back-packing  etc. ..In  our  land-use  plan,  we  set 
aside  areas  on  either  side  of  the  river  for  recreational  use  with 
all  people  being  given  the  right  of  access.  Wo  do  not  Jeel  that 
restricting  access  in  known  mining  districts  and  potential  mining 
districts  to  be  in  the  best  Interest  of  the  County,  State  and  nation, 
and  we  havo  proof  from  maps  from  the  Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines  and 
Geology,  prepared  in  co-operation  with  US  analogical  Survey 
Map  #57,  that  this  is  obviously  your  Intention.  If  you  supar-impoe. 

your  over-ley  map  .»'wn. r      ^ 

j.  «.-p  oj. wilderness  areas  over  Map  #   >7  from  1)808 
notice  especially  Mt.  Liobe  area.  This  fast  becomes  very  apparent 
end  we  find  it  hard  to  believe  you  are  In  ignorance  of  this. 
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lHs.xi.hinq   County   doncE.xns.cL  dtlzs.ni. 
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tPzriAing   County  Conezinzd  Citizznx 
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E.  A.  HOLLINGSWORTH 
atto.„.y  A„D  cauN„LU,„  AT  Lj>vh 

0O4   LANOW   By 
1«NO.   NBVADA   COUao 

tiliphoni  sae-uaa 
December    30,    19B3 


Frank    Shields,    Distrirf    m„ „ 
Bureau    of    I»„fl    m„  Manager 

,.,    °      °c    Land    Management 
705    East    Fourth    St. 
Winnemucca,    NV.       89445 


Re:       Comments    on    Draft 

Wilderness    Biwi romeotal    Impact 
Statement,    Winnemucca    District 


Dear   Mr.    Shield 

Enclosed 


comments   when    the   processor8  is3   repaired.8 "    »°"   "ith    th*   »«  "S  -V 
Best    wishes    for    the    New    YearI 


Sincerely  yours. 


«•*'■  BoiTfep55rth     Q^?:*>*aS^:~' 


EAH/dc 
Enc.  i 
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E.  A.  HOLLINGSWOIUH 

ATTORNEY   AND  COUNIILLOH   AT  LAW 

004   LANDEK   IT 

KIND.    NEVADA    ■■■OB 

TELEPHONE   32S-I322 


December  30 ,  1983 


Frank    Shields,    Dititrict    Manger 
Bureau    of    Land    Management 
705    East    Fourth    St  . 

Winnemucca  ,    NV  .       8944  5 


Re:    Comments    of    the    Draft 

Wilderness    Enviromental    Impact 
Statement,    Winnemucca    District 


Dear   Mr.    Shields, 

Following  are  excerpts  from  certain  sections  of  the 
Federal    Land    Policy    and    Management    Act    of     1976,     43     U.S.C.S. 

Sees.     1701    et    acq.,    which    are    relevant    to    the    wilderness    program. 

1701.        Declaration     of     Policy. (a)     the    Congress 

declares    that    it    is    the    policy   of    the    United    States    that-  — 

(1)  the  public  lands  ahall  be  retained  in  federal 
ownership  unless  as  a  result  of  the  land  use  planning  procedure 
provided  for  in  this  Act,  it  ia  determined  that  disposal  of  a 
particular    parcel   will    Berve   the   national    interests! 

(2)  the  national  interests  will  be  best  realized  if 
the  public  lands  and  their  resources  are  periodically  and 
systematically  inventoried  and  their  present  and  future  use  is 
projected  through  a  land  use  planning  process  coordinated  with 
other    Federal   and    State   planning    efforts* 


(7)        goals     and    objectives  be    established    by    laws    as 

guidelines    for    public    land    use    planning,  and    t ha  t  ^management     be 

on_the_basia_of_mjitiDie^se,and^  unless    otherwise 
specified    by    lawj     (underscoring    added) 


(12)  the  public  lands  be  management  in  a  manner  which 
recognizes  the  Nation's  need  for  domestic  sources  of  minerals, 
food,  timber  and  fiber  from  the  public  lands  Incloding  the 
implementation    of    the   Hlniny  and  Minerals   Policy  Act    gf    ^9  70    jBj 

sjatX^aTg^jfij^^  the  BaHllc 

lands;     (underscoring   added) 


Frank    Shields,    District   Manager 
December    30,    1983 
Page    No.     2. 


1702.  Definitions.  Without  altering  in  any  way  Iho 
moaning  of  the  following  t  o  rma  as  unod  In  any  othor  a  tat.  ut  n, 
whether  or  not  such  statute  ia  roferred  to  in,  or  amended  by, 
thia    Act,    as    used    in    this    Act. 


(  1  )  the  term  "principal  or  major  uses"  includes,  and 
*§.  M»lted  _t°_i_  domes  t  ic  livestock  grazing,  fish  and  wildlife 
devuTopman  t  and  utilization  ,  mi  neral_explora  t  ion  and  production^ 
righta-of-way_,  outdoor  rocruat  l~on  ,  and  timber  production 
(underscoring  added)  [Note  that  Wilderness  is  not  defined  as  a 
principal    or    major    uaa.  ] 


17  11.     Inventory    and     Identification. (a)     The 

Secretary  shall  prepare  and  maintain  on  a  continuing  basis  an 
inventory  of  all  public  lands  and  their  resources  and  other 
values  (including,  but  not  limited  to,  outdoor  recreation  and 
scenic  values)  giving  priority  to  areas  of  critical  environmental 
concern.  This  inventory  shall  be  kept  current  so  as  to  reflect 
changes  in  condition  and  to  Identify  new  and  emerging  resources 
and  other  values,  The  preparation  and  maintenance  of  such 
inventory  of  identifications  of  such  areas  shall  not,  of  itself, 
change  or  prevent  change  of  the  management  or  use  of  public 
lands . 


By     reference    to    the    above    cited    sections    and 

subsections  of  the  federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act, 
(FLPMA)  it  is  obvious  that  Congress,  in  declaring  the  policy  if 
the  United  States  as  it  affects  public  lands,  intended  that  the 
managers  of  the  lands  be  sensitive  to  the  best  interests  of  our 
nation    in    reaching   decisions   concerning    such    lands. 
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Frank   Shields,    District   Manager 
December    30,    1983 
Page    No.     3. 


17&I  r-ni.0"'  <SeC-  1715>  Change..  (See.  1716  conveyances  (SeC 
11*  f«n9<>  management,  (Sec.  1751)  rights  of  wav  (See  nil? 
and  wilderness  (s«n  noni  ujtu  ..  »«•-«  w*.  way  ,  isec.  l/bl) 
t-ho   ™,h    i      V      *  1782).      Without   a    comprehensive    inventory   of 

the   public   lands,    management   decisions     relating    to    an,    of    thl 

.*.  However,    notwithstanding    the    express     i»fMt    »„^ 

piriaiCcy10SBon0c'arnei„Cq0,,?hrr'    '"   "*   "Jl"'    of  "  S-o'li.Vti.-  *3 

n  «rlor  t  rL  trTe"'  of  public  lands,  the  Secretary 
proceeded  with  a  „ndBt„eH>,UreaU  ofu,Land  Management,  (BLM) 
LvelantUo^^ons-o^bo^h^hrSIlXne^^nJd6^^"0"8"8 
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December  3>o,  I3X3 


J 


(k*r  Mr,  SkijU', 

rJfd*}     Air*. 

1 


I   jf\JJuv\/K         UOLt 

0 


,)(   R<V  >  e.'t 

'■   / 


Comment  Letter   158 


Comment  Letter   158 


o 

CO 


UUINN    RIVI'.K    tiXPttUlTIONH 


in    the    Black    Hock    IktaerL    Wilderness    Study    Atua 


Airplane    flights   over    the    Mack    K»efc    Iteaart    tttlWimtita    Study    Ar««    In    19*0 

aliowtid    chut    narrow    ribbon*    ol    Biiirmf  lectlng    wai«r    could    In;    seen    lur    imuiy    ml  leu 
In    the    vn»t    desert    wt  lderue  hh  , 

Exploratory     t  ri  pa    along    the    (Jul  nn    Kl  ve  r     iuat     south    ol"    and    north    a  f     tin* 
Mack    Ro ck    llenurt    WSA    boundarina    we  re    conducted     1  n     1  'JH I     and     1  'JH2  .       These 
explorations    Included    welkin)*    along    approximate  ly    nine   ml  1  eu    of    the    clawing 
a  team    and    2    day-t  r 1 ps    with   a    two -pern on    Inflatable    knyak. 

The    kayak     trip  a    involved     floating    downs tr  earn    ami    padd  1  1  ug    up at  ream    along    a 
couple    miles    of    the    River    between    the    Jackson    Creek-Leonard    Creek    Road    and    the 
WSA'b    northern    boundary ,    am    well    as    some    of    the    River    |utit    south    of    the    WSA 
boundary . 

In    the     Spring    of     1981     the     River    was     found     to    he     El  owing    emit  1  nnoiiH  1  y     fur 
the    approximately    14    miles    from    the    southern    bmiildury    of    tins    WSA    tn    the    terminal 
lake    jn    the    playa    approximately    8    mileu    SSK    of    Mack    Rock    lJoint. 

On    the    weekend    of    Hay    1-2,    1 9B2    the    River    lust    nurth    of    the    WSA   boundary 
was    flowing    approximately    6    feet    deep   with   a    strong    current.       It    wiih    impossible 
to    Hwim   upstream    and    took    steady    effort    to   make    headway    with    the    kayak.       The 
boat    was    carried    si  ung    at    several    mi  lea    per    hour    down  a  team    towards     the 
WildeinaoB    Study    Area. 

Roger    iicholl 
Amy    Hazza 
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AN    OUTSTANDING    NOD  -WIlTliKJ  ZKU    KKi.KKnT  I  tlNAI, 
lat'&NIENCK    IN   Till;    HLAOK    Ifli  !K    DltijJUT 
by    Peter    bradley 
Tv/o  American  Avocets   feed   along   a   rivur's  ed/'e  , 
where    not    too    far  away   a   muskral   and    li«r    brood    revel    in 
the    flood   waters    of   spring.    The   day    la   nearly    over  now  and 
the   waning   eun   signals    to    the    eoyota    on    the    bluff,    and    the 
red-tailed   hawk   riding    the    avuninr,   bruusu,     Ui.fl   at   least 
for  a    little    whilu,    the    bunting  win    he   Rood, 

Here    in   the   heart   of  Nevada' a   grunt   Black  Rock 
Desert,    these   and    many   other  hearty    wild    crpu luraa   endure 
'.lie    Bearing   summers   and    biting  wlnturu  with   a    vengeance. 
They   not   only   endure,    but    thrive   along    their    ainewy  wil- 
derness   life    line    known   a  a    the   Qutnn   Kiver,    Thia    land    of 
unparalleled   vaslnessi    the    atark   untrammeled    beauty  called 
the    Northern  Black   Hock    ia    without  question  and    in  the    pur- 
eat    senae    of    the    word   a   wilderness    land.    Bordered    by    the 
Jackson,    Pino   Forest,    arid    Black  Hook    mountain   ranges, 
this   desolate    valley   houses    surely   one    of   the    rarest, 
meet    striking   examples    of  a    thriving  douert    riparian   ecosys- 
tem   in   all    of  North  America, 

A    springtime    rafting  expedition  down    the  Mighty 
Qulnn   left   five    wilderness    travelera    ecstatic,    respectful, 
and    shocked  at    the    diversity  of   life    they   experienced, 
the    solitude    they   shared,    and    the   quality   of   their  rec- 
reational   voyago,    Not   in   her  wildest   dreams   had  Amy  thought 
she   would   see    in  the   middle    of   the   driest   landscape   on 
earth,    a  fish   Jumping  out   of  a   atream   of  water   to   capture 
its    insect  prey.    Dave   had    to   shako    his    head   and    look  again 
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down  rive,'  at  two  mu„kiut,i  swimmi ,,,-.  aw.y  fion,  hiu  .»i-.ift 
Thriving  water  mammals  in  the  middle  of  the  black  Hook? 
Hallucinations??  The  track:;  of  thoue  BOtaty  little  fur 
bearers  in  the  muddy  river  banks  were  „o  ha  I  J  ucina  ti  ons 
to  bo  sure , 

Our  raftim-  expedition  took  phi,:,,  ir,  A , .  t  ■  j  i  0c 
1982.  The  crew  consisted  of  5  people  £ twu  "^cVCTc^L^ 
spread  out  between  three  Inflatable  rafts.  Initially,  we" 
stationed  care  at  both  start  and  finish  points  of  our 
proposed  trip.  The  idea  of  this  trip  „as  to  float  the 
WSA  from  the  northern  end  and  proceed  into  its  heart,  past 
the  Quinn  River's  confluence  with  Leonard  Creek  (Z0-30  miles) 
and  backpack  ourselves  and  our  equipment  out  of  the  WSA 
approximately  aeven  miles  due  east  to  where  our  shuttle 
car  was  stationed  at  the  base  of  King  Lear  Peak.  Everything 
worked  out  beautifully.  Our  two  days  in  the  Black  Hock 
Wilderness  were  a  success  in  every  way,  The  ability  of 
the  quinn  River  to  support  an  extended  float  trip  was 
established. A  close  up  look  at  the  flora  and  fauna  of 
the  region  waa  accomplished.  And  most  importantly,  the 
reality  of  a  Northern  Black  Hock  Wilderness  had  been  es- 
tablished in  our  own  minds. 

The  northern  Black  Rock  Desert  to  all  of  us  la 
a  land  of  unprecedented  solitude,  outstanding  non-motor- 
ized recreational  opportunities,  and  is  a  raro  haven  for 
a  myriad  of  wild  animal  and  plant  species  existing  on  the 
very  fringes  of  a  lifeless  plain. 
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It   iu    also   a    voL-y    fragile    land,    and    uiit;    in   oui 

rnodcr1.    .-Lgr.:     v;!i  ir:h     -jamuj  i    aj  i-J     wiJU      nu  I.     kt:ap     tlluS^     wi  J  dtirfii 

charm;  ttu-  i  at  i  ca    without    ^30lne    form   i)l    protuc  lion. 

Trip    pail  1  oij;anta  :       David    BoroutfJif 
luiiir    Bradley 
^uj.aii   Jlrad  !  ey 
Amy   Muzzu 

ha(f,L.-i'    Scho.I  .1 


During    Lin:    three    day    Memorial    Day    weekend    <i(     I'Jrt'j    (lie    two    ot    imj    r.irrlud    two 
Inr  1st  .ilile    kayaku    f  nim    thu    mouth    ol     Alaska    fl.myoii    out     to    Lite    ijulun.        tot  t raring 
the    /-mile   walk    out    from   the    River    on    the    previous    year'a    trip,    wl    arrived    a    tew 
bund  red    yards    ups  tream    t  rom    laa  t    year's    cake    on  l    point .       During    Clie    next    two 
daya    we    floated    approximate  ly    an    additional     ID    inilea    down    the    Quiuu    before    we 
1  on  C     the    main    ctianne  I    in    a    van  C    aha  1  low    lake     fur  mud    by     the    h  Igh    water    ap  1  I  1  lug 
over    the    alight    hunks.      The    River    wag    running    several    feel    higher    than    last    year 
in    the    a  ma  11    port  tun    wlie  re    the    two    t  rips    overlapped  ■       t'ur    most    of    the    JU    odd 
mi  leu    the    channel    was    as    deep    or   deeper    than    a    double    kayak    p.idd  le    lie  Id    rc  raighc 
down    with    one ' a    arm    submerged    Lo    the    shoulder,       hi    most    placea    the    River    in    the 
central    portion   of    the    WSA   wan    50    to    l(JO    feet    wide. 

The    wildlife    we    observed    ailded    greatly    to    tin:    abao  lui e    wl  Ida  rue  a  a 
experience,    Including    the    truly    hut  print  rift    Might  tug    and    photographing    of    a 
muakrat    and    n    bi'avur    and    hi  a   home. . 

The    h  lk«    out    Lo    our    t  ruck    parked    on    thn    geothe  nna 1     tea  t    we  I  1     road    hu  twnon 
Hill     Da    Long    Well     and    Mac  Karl  and  '  a    lint     Spring    compluti'd    the    <>>ploia  1 1  on    of 
approximately    55    miles    of    the    Oulnn    Itlver    In    4    daya    ot    floating    this    year    and 
last    in    the    heart    of    the    HI ack    Rock    Deaert    wlldernenn. 


Have    8o rough! 

Roger    Schol 1 
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:.|.,.i-[o»   Ol.ai. rvl.l    In    Urn    HUck    Hock    I) rl     USA 


Id  H  l  > : ; 

Amei  I  full    A  voce  t 

u-.iki    i;rph« 

Pliitui  1 

Mallard 

Til  nnanion    Ten  I 

Kl  I  deer 

Owl     (large) 

Swn 1  I  ow 

Col 

lilnrkM  r.l 

Scar] 1 ne. 

Black-Nocked    Stl It 

Curlpv    (?) 

Golden    KaRLe 

Haven    {and    nest?) 

MAMMALS 


acata  ) 


KunH'irno    Hot 
field    Hn.ma 
rrnnitlinrn 
Inrknihhltt 
Cnlteiual  1 
Coyoce    {tracka 
Muskrat 
Suave  r 

OTIIKH 

Tadpole    (fro||?) 
Water    snake    (akin) 
Sn  a  i  1  b 

Dragon    Hies 
Beetles 


VRUBTATIOII      (partial     Hat) 

Wtldrune 

Ml  1  Inu 

T.imarl  sk 

Larue    bunch    erass 

Spring    hop    a  age 

Art  em« Kl a 

C;re«  ut-wnnd 

Sharp    round    pointed    tula,    approx Iran  la  I y    2'    tall 

A    half    donor,    kind:!    of    riotfofii     In    bioom 
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Tryfcva  1>.  Steen 
3700  N.W.  Columbia 
Portland,  Oregon  97229 
December  29,  1983 

Frank  Shields,  District  Manager 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
705  East  Fourth  street 
Winnemucca,  Nevada  B9kk5 

Dear  Frank* 

Thank  you  for  sanding  my  copies  of  the  Winnemucca  District's 
Wilderness  DEIS  and  Technical  report.   This  letter  constitutes 
my  comments  on  these  documents.   The  Winnemucca  District  staff 
and  you  deserve  a  hearty  thank  you  for  such  an  extensive  and 
thorough  analysis.   I  am  writing  and  responding  to  your 
recommendations  as  an  individual  who  has  spent  time  studying, 
photographing,  and  enjoying  these  areas.   Mora  than  12  years  of 
university  level  teaching  in  environmental  studies  and  human 
ecology  as  well  as  photography  influence  and  provide  perspect  iva 
for  my  comments.  ' " 

In  general  1  support  the  "preferred  alternative"  recommendations 
that  you  present.   I  particularly  support  and  commend  the  "preferred 
alternative"  recommendations  for  the  black  Rock  Desert  (620)  and 
the  Calico  Mountains  (019).   The  main  areas  in  which  1  would  like 
to  see  additions  to  wilderness  designation  lie  around  the  Black 
Hock  Desert.   This  is  because  the  Black  Rock  Playa  and  surrounding 
mountainous  areas  provide  a  unique  and  valuable  opportunity  for 
integrating  the  management  of  several  wilderness  study  areas.   In 
this  context,  I  would  urge  adding  surrounding  areas  and  expanding 
the  axiating"pref erred  alternative"  areas  recommended  for  wilderness 
designation  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Rock  Playa  in  order  to 
provide  for  more  integrated  management  and  protection  of  this  general 
area.   Considering  the  High  Rock  Lake  area  (007)  north  of  the 
Calicos,  I  would  urge  adoption  of  the  "Wilderness  Emphasis" 
alternative.    The  PahuteT'eak  area  (621)  preferred  alternative 
seems  to  be  a  reasonable  compromise,  but  I  would  like  to  see 
soma  expansion  of  the  wilderness  designation  to  the  east.   I  would 
urge  wilderness  designation  for  at  least  20,000  acres  in  the  North 
Black  Rock  Range  (622),  an  increase  from  the  "wilderness  emphasis" 
alternative.   This  rugged  area  has  clear  wilderness  values.   The 
Notth  Jackson  Mountains  (606)  area  deserves  at  least  the  "wilderness 
emphasis"  alternative  recommendation  of  11,100  acres,  and  I  would 
like  to  see  this  area  expanded  by  adding  land  in  the  direction 
of  the  Black  Rock  Playa.   The  South  Jackson  Mountains  (603  ) 
"preferred  alternative"  is  a  reasonable  minimum,  and  I  would 
support  it.   However,  I  would  like  to  see  some  expansion  of  this 
area  to  both  the  aast  and  the  west. 

Outside  of  the  Black  Rock  area,  I  support  and  applaud  the  preferred 
alternative  recommendations  for  the  Blue  Lakes  (600)  area  and  the 
_  ,  associated  Alder  Creek  (600D)  area,  as  well  as  the  Mount  Limbo  (200 
1  area.   These  very  special  areas  clearly  deserve  wilderness  protection. 
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The  preferred  alternative  for  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little  liumbolt 
(827)  provides  minimal  protection  for  a  gorge  with  high  wilderness 
quality,  and  at  a  minimum  I  would  support  this  recommendation. 
However,  I  would  like  to  see  wilderness  protection  for  the 
watershed  and  adjacent  plateau  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Little 
Humbolt  00  that  the  core  wilderness  and  stream  values  could  be 
more  fully  protected.   This  would  likely  involve  wilderness 
designation  for  about  half  of  the  W3A  #827,  or  about  30  to  35,000 
acres  designated  as  wilderness* 

Finally,  four  wilderness  study  areasi  Poodle  Mountain  (012), 

Fox  Range  (0\k)$    Auguata  Mountain  (lOtt),  and  China  Mountain  (U06V) 

are  listed  with  significant  acreages  under  the  "wilderness 

emphasis"  alternative  but  none  are  under  the  "preferred  alternative". 

I  would  appreciate  further  consideration   for  elevation  to"preferred 

alternative"  status  for  these  areas. 

Please  do  not  hesitate  to  include  this  letter  in  the  record, 
as  the  final  wilderness  recommendations  are  made  for  these  areas. 
I  would  also  appreciate  being  kept  informed  about  any  further 
Wilderness  program  actions  where  input  is  possible. 


Sine 

Tr*ygve  P.  Steen 


arely  yours,  .... 
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recommend st  Ion  was 
preliminary  mineral 
information  has  bee 
Company  ha a   nomlna 
alao  provided  addit 
for  precious  metal 
begun  new  exploratl 
portion  of  the  WSA 
exploration  lndlcat 
deposit •   Through  t 
•  lit-  se  claims  to  the 
additional  geologic 
and  an  economic  pre 
the  company  to  pro 
precious  metal  mine 
lnholdlnga  and  the 
further  wilderness 


ommendation  for  the  Calico  Hountains-019  has  been  changed 

ated  In  the  Draft  EIS  to  unsuitable.   The  suitable 

baaed  aa   the  wilderness  value a  at  stake ,  public  aupport  and 

1  nf ornation.   Since  the  Draft  waa  published,  considerable 
n  provided  by  companies  active  in  the  area.   Exxon  Minerals 
ted  the  area  as  an  "Area  of  Critical  Mineral  Potential"  and 
1 onal  geological  lnf oraat Ion  indicating  a  high  potential 
and  uranium  deposl ts .   Ferret  Exploration  Co. ,  Inc. ,  ha a 
on  activities  on  a    large  claim  block  within  the  southern 
hlch  contains  the  highest  uildernesa  values.   Pre 1  la i  nary 
d  a  high  probability  for  an  economic  precious  metal 
.is  exploration  activity,  the  company  pinna  to  develop 
point  of  proving  a  valid  dlacovery.   Baaed  on  the 
1 nf oraat ion,  the  probability  of  proving  a  valid  discovery 
clous  metal  deposit  Is  high.   Such  a  dlacovery  would  al  Low 
eed  to  full  deve  lopment .   Baaed  on  this  new  documented 
i  i  1  :  i:- ';  ;  >■  ,  manageability  problems  related  to  these  mineral 
loss  of  wilderness  values,  thlB  unit  has  been  dropped  from 
conaiderat  Ion. 


Though  High  Bock  Lake  USA,  as  a  whole,  poaeeaaeB  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude,  primitive  and  unconflned  recreation,  not  every  acre  doea.   The 
14,000  acres  preliminarily  recommended  for  wilderness  represent  the  area  where 
the  highest  wilderness  valuea  are  concentrated.   ThlB  area  Includes  such 
features  as  High  Rock  Lake,  Fly  Canyon,  including  the  "Potholea"  and  dam  and 
Box  Canyon.   The  area  also  contains  areas  of  moderate  mineral  potential  aud 
great  care  waa  taken  to  delineate  a  boundary  for  the  preliminary 
recommendation  which  would  permit  the  development  of  moat  of  this  potential 
while  still  maximizing  protection  of  the  wilderneas  valuea. 

The  area  pralUtnarliy  recommended  suitable  in  the  Pahute  Peak  WSA  has  been 
■edified  to  the  Wilderneas  Emphasia  alternative  of  25,200  acres.   Within  this 
area  are  the  highest  wilderness  values,  greatest  recreational  opportunities 
and  least  manageability  concerns.   To  expand  the  area  to  40,000  acres  would 
greatly  decrease  theae  scenic  values  and  features,  would  include  several 
active  rockhoundlng  areas,  Include  approximately  11,000  acres  cosily 
accessible  to  off-road  vehicles  and  result  la  severe  manageability  concerns. 

Bureau  personnel  have  completed  a  thorough  revaluation  of  available 
Information  concerning  theae  areaa,  analyzed  public  comments  from  the  Draft 
EIS  and  consider  the  preferred  alternative  for  these  11  areas  proper   The 
seven  preliminarily  recommended  areas  represent  the  best  wilderness  quality 
areas  the  district  has  to  offer. 
The  10,300  seres  prellalnari ly  recommended  for  wilderness  in  the  South  Jackson 
Mountains  focuses  on  the  very  highest  wilderness  values  In  the  WSA.   It 
includes  the  rugged  upper  elevations  Including  majestic  King  Lear  Peak,  and 
the  heads  of  all  major  drainages  trtwrs  the  highest  wilderness  values  are.   It 
aubstsnMally  reduces  the  amount  of  high  to  moderate  aloeral  potential  and 
moderate  geotheraal  and  oil  and  gas  potential.   To  expand  the  area  would  tend 
to  lower  the  quality  of  wilderness  considerably,  particularly  solitude  and 
naturalness,  and  cauae  significant  manageability  concerns  from  off-road 
vehicle  use  on  approximately  3,000  acres  and  several  active  mining  areas. 
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Tha    pralimlnary   recoiaioendatlon    for  Alder   Creek-600D  haa    been  changed    from 
suitable    aa    stated    In    the    Draft    EIS    to   unsuitable.      The    Buitabla 
recommendation  was    baaed    on    the  wilderness    values    and    initial    public    support. 
Upon   evaluation    of    public    comments   made    during    the    public    comnit_'nt    period,     It 
la    felt    that   due    to    the    small    size   of    the   unit.    Ho  Wilderness    Is    the    best 
alternative.      ConfllctB   with   potential    development    of    private    lands    adjacent 
to    the    southwest    boundary   of    the   WSA  uoder  All    wilderness    and    Wilderness 
Emphasis    would    aeriously    compromise    the    wilderness    qualities    of    the    WSA.       The 
1  lml  ted    acreage    under    the    MS-'P    II    Recommend  at  Ion    alter  native    raises   Serious 
doubt    aa    to    the    effective    management    of    the   unit. 

The    unit    contains    good ,     but    uo    apectaculsr    scenery    and    does    not    augment    the 
scenery    of   adjacent    Blue   Lakes.      When  considered    by    Itself    (d I acontinuous    of 
Blue    Lakes)    its   small    size   and    configuration  are    not    adequate    to   ensure  a 
visitor's    Isolation    from    outside    Influences    on    sulltude    and    restricts    the 
usable    apsce    for    primitive   and    unconflned    recreation. 

No   Wilderness    would    eliminate    identified    access    concerns    si  nee    the    road 
between    Blue    Lakes   and    Alder   Creek  WSAa   which    leads    to    Little    Onion    Reservoir 
from    the    north  would    be   maintained    and    there    would    be    no   accesa    restriction  on 
the    road    continuing    aouth    from   Little  Onion   Reaervoir.      Thla   would    also 
eliminate    the    di  Bplacement    of    vehicle    camping    a  round    the    reservoi  r ,    especial ly 
the   heavy   camping   uae    during    C+ie   hunting    season. 


The  8 
and  r 
K  lie  ' 
area 
K  he  s 
you  1 
1a  ty 
vehic 


900 
ugge 

II. le 
Id    .! 


acres 
d   canyon 


lima 
the 


were   exn 
ne   which 


rel lml nar 1 ly    recommended    suitable   contain    the   highly  scenic 

ami    gorge   of    the   North    Kork  of    the   Little    Humboldt    where 
luea    ami    features   are   concentrated.      The    boundary  of    thla 

and    Manageable.       An   unusual    feature    of    this    waterway    Is    that 
crtM  In    a  I opua    away    from    the    canyon    rim,    not    In to    It.       Once 
udtate    wfet'ilty   of    the    rim,    you  are    into   uagL-hrush    type  which 

ro  !  I  f  ng ,    durrutmd  (ng  area   eau I  ly   accessible    to   of  f-road 
11!    Uu    v<:ry    difficult    to    eatabllah    a    manageable    boundary    if 

iwled    to     -.0,000   acres    for    the    purpose    of    establishing   a 

1b    f  urhCJJcn    by    the    Wl  lderneas    flu  nag  omen  t    Po  1  ley  . 
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Two   petitions    containing    187    signatures 
were   received    from   the    Comstock   Chapter, 
GOLD   PROSPECTORS   ASSOCIATION   OF   AMERICA, 
Reno ,    Nevada 


Advocating  No  Wilderness 


Mr.  Frank  Shields 


December  21  ,  198- 


Page  2 


Finally,  my  parents  had  three  lots  on  Assateaque  Island 
which  were  taken  by  the  U.S.  Government  -for  the  National 
Seashore  there  with  what  I  still  consider  to  be  woefully 
inadequate  compensation.   There  is  absolutely  no  question, 
however,  that  tne  area    has  been  put  to  a  much  better  use  as 
National  Seashore  than  had  it  been  developed  in  cottages. 
I  thoroughly  enjoyed  my  subsequent  visit  there. 

Possi  bl  y  1  have  wri  tten  f  a<-  too  much  about  mysel  f  but  I 
am  going  to  propose  some  things  for  which  1  thought  it  best 
to  state  my  qualifications.   The  most  important  is  that  I 
love  northern  Nevada  very    much  and  woulc  consider  it  an 
honor  to  live  there.   Virtually  everyone  I  spoke  with  in 
the  Ares    al so  cherishes  the  d! ace .  but  most ,  in  f act ,  are 
so  familiar  with  it  that  thev  ao  not  appreciate  the 
uniqueness  of  the  environment  in  which  they  live.    In  time, 
1  think,  that  they  and  their  children  will  thank  you  for 
savi ng  some  portion  in  a  degree  o+  wilderness.   The 
designation  of  wilderness  areas  seeks  to  preserve  exactly 
those  el ements  of  tne  envi ronment  that  we  al  1  cheri sh 
whether  we  be  ranchers,  miners,  rockhounds,  or 
"conservationists'   (whoever  they  Are)  . 


All  IB  of  tne  areas  under  consideration 
designated  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (W5As>. 
Wilderness  Act  of  1964  and  Federal  Lands  Po 
Management  Act  <FLPMA>  of  1976,  Section  603 
are    to  be  managed  under  an  Interim  Man ag erne 
which  essentially  treats  them  as  wilderness 
Congress  designates  each  area    a  Wilderness 
the  specific  ares,    to  general  multiple  use. 
area    has  been  found  to  be  suitable  as  wilde 
Wilderness  Intensive  Inventory .   To  delete 
or  porti on  of  an  area    from  recommendation  t 
must  exist  a  clearly  overriding  resource  or 
conflict.   Ties  must  be  settled  in  favor  of 
designation.   The  emphasi s  on  wilderness  as 
different  from  (but  not  conflicting  with)  t 
planning  criteria  in  the  introduction  tpag 
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Size,  naturalness,  and  outstanding  opportunities  for 
solitude  or  primitive  recreation  are    mandatory  wilderness 
characteristics  which  are    met  bv  all  IB  WSAs.   5pecial 
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Frank  Shields 


December  21 


■features,  multiple  resource    benefits,  and  diversity  in  the 

National  Wilderness  Inventory  are  addi t i  onal  (supplemen- 
tal )  ,  highly  val ued .  but  not  mandatory  wilderness  charac- 
ter isti  cs. 

It  is  also  my  understanding  that  deci sions  in 
Call-farm  a    RARE  II  disputes  as  appl  led  to  WSAs  and  Inter  1  or 
Board  o-f  Land  Appeals  decisions  in  Utah  mandate  that  only 
man  generated  imprints  arising  within  a  WSA  are    to  be 
considered.    Imprints  such  as  noise  and  view  impairment 
arising  outsi  de  the  ares    are    not  to  be  considered.   Minor 
imprints  such  as  range  improvements  da  not  disqualify  an 


It  is  critical  to  accurately  evaluate  potential 
resource  or  management  conflicts  to  determine  the  ultimate 
suitability  of  each  individual  WSA.   The  Winnemucca 
Wilderness  Technical  Report  IWTRj,  particularlv  chapter  III 
which  1     wish  to  include  here  bv  reference,  is  generally  an 
excel  lent  document  setting  forth  well  the  facts  necessary 
to  make  proper  decisions.   The  most  important  differences 
o-f  opinion  Are    the  consistent  introduction  o  +  outside 
i mpr i nts  which  shoul d  not  be  con si derea  (see  above* ,  and 
also  what  constitutes  solitude.   To  a  "city  boy"  like  me  I 
have  solitude  if  1  am  not  aware  of  anyone  else  nearby  even 
if  1  can  see  for  mi  1 es. 

Some  additional  data  on  specific  flora  and  fauna  sre 
pertinent  in  certain  WSAs.   Demarcat i on  of  ail  and  gas  or 
geothermal  leases,  utility  easements  and  current  fence 
1 ines  on  areas  would  have  been  a  major  help,  had  they  been 
there.   The  maps  for  the  Black  Rock  Desert  Group  of  WSAs 
shoul d  be  consi dered  together  and  l n  any  case  where  WSAs 
are  adjoining  or  in  close  proximity  the  impact  of  each  on 
the  sui  t abi lity  of  the  other  shoul d  be  cansi dered . 

While  the  technical  report  is  generally  excellent,  I 
have  major  difficulties  with  some  evaluations  of  that 
report  contained  in  the  Winnemucca  District  Draft 
Wi iderness  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) ,  most 
specifically  with  regard  to  mineral  and  energy  potential, 
BLM  management  conflict,  concerns  with  off  road  vehicle 
(OVR)  use,  and  perception  of  wilderness  value. 


Frank  Shields 


December  21,  1  *?83 


arresting  officer  (if  deputy  or  citizen)  receive  75"/.  of  any 
fine  collected.   The  BLM  should  receive  the  other  25"/.  or 
100"/.    if  its  own  personnel  make  the  arrest.   Such  a  system 
would  generate  a  strong  incentive  for  en for cinq  compl lance 
from  local  citizens.   The  economic  gains  to  the  local 
communi  t  y  from  such  a  revenue  source  waul  d  f  a.r    of  f  set  any 
adverse  economic  impact  due  to  designation  of  any  of  the 
WSAs  as  a  wilderness  if  the  ORV  problem  is  as  serious  as 
BLM  contends. 

A  second  difference  of  opinion  arises  with  the  BLM 
evaluation  of  potential  mineral  and  energy  values.   In 
al most  every  instance  the  ratings  and  confidence  levels  as 
interpreted  from  the  Barringer  report  s.poea.r    to  be  highly 
inflated.    I  have  every  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
Barringer  Resources  to  produce  a  gaoo  report.    It  is 
unci esr    to  me  if  they  assigned  the  potential  and  confidence 
level s  or  if  these  were  done  by  BLM.    In  anv  event ,  the 
probl em  is  in  the  del i m  ati on  of  expectations  associ ated 
with  the  moderate  and  high  categories  of  potential.   These 
I  am  sure  were  supplied  bv  BLM.   As  I  interpret  the  EIS, 
the  BLM  would  have  the  reader  believe  that  the  moderate 
1  evel  of  potenti  al  has  at  1  east  a  50V.  chance  of  Droduci  nq  a 
quite  significant  amount  of  ore,  say  some  millions  of 
dollars  profit,  at  least.   The  high  potential  is  held  to  be 
essentially  a  surety  of  producing  a  high  tangible  monetary- 
return.   Nothing  could  be  further  from  the  truth. 

The  use  of  the  terms  low,  medium  and  high  potential 
with  regard    to  any  liklihood  for  the  product i on  of  ore  at  a 
prof i t  has  been  completely  misapplied  in  the  EIS.   The 
classification  and  confidence  scheme  (Technical  report, 
page  355  and  el sewhere J  is  excellent  if  the  proper  data  is 
used.   Such  proper  data  was  neither  supplied  nor  applied  to 
support  this  scheme  at  the  moderate  or  high  levels  for 
mineral  potenti al  or  confidence  proposed  in  either  the 
Technical  report  or  the  EIS. 

The  el ements  to  be  addressed  in  the  scheme  are  1) 
geologic  environment,  2>  inferred  geologic  processes, 
3^  reported  mineral  occurrences,  4)  geochemi cal  anomalies, 
5>  geophysical  anomalies,  6)  degree  of  siqmficance 
(f avorabl e  or  unfavorable)  on  the  classification  of 
potenti al  side,  and  the  amount  of  direct  evidence  required 
for  moderate  or  high  confidence  on  the  confidence  side. 
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THE  BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  COMPLEX 

High  Rock  Lake  (NV-O20-OO7) 

Calico  Mountains  < NV-020-0 1 9) 

South  Jackson  Mountains  (NV-020-60.3) 

North  Jackson  Mountains  ( NV-020-606) 

Black  Hock  Desert  INV-020-62G) 

Pahnte  Peak  (NV-020-621 1 

North  Black  Rock  Range  INV-02G-622 ) 


Each  of  these  seven  WSAs  meets  the  mandatory 
wilderness  characteristics  in  splendid  fashion.   The  only 
compl aint  is  that  some  WSAs  do    not  have  good  vegetative 
screening  in  some  portions.   Over all  recreational  use  of 
these  WSAs  it.  very  low  and  is  en  pec  ted  to  continue  at  that 
level  for  the  forseeable  -future.   Screen  ing  is  uni  mportnat 
if  t  here  is  r«-  one  to  scr  een . 


Each  of  the 
const  l  tut  e  a  r  a.re  n.- 
Complex  ai  WSAs  rep. 
aside  a  bloc!  of  1 an> 


gem  --  together  they 
The  Black  Rock  Desert 


seven  is  al Dne 
; onal  treasure 
■bents  perhaps  the  1  ast  chance  to  set 
i  of  sufficient  size  to  protect  a 


critical  ens.  i  ronment  of  sub  st  ant  l  al  size  essentially  in  its 


.ntica 
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Ihe  general  ^rea.    covered  by  the  complex  is 
unique.   physi ogr aph i cal 1 y  it  sits  in  the  extreme  northwest 
corner  a+  the  hasin  and  Range  Province,   A  few  mi 1 es  to  the 
wesi_  is  the  Sierra  Nevada  of  northern  California.   To  the 
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The    Wilderness    Inventory    Handbook   contained    guidelines    for    conducting    the 
inventory    of    public    lands    that    culminated    in    the    establishment    of    WSAa.       The 
Wilderness    Study    Policy   seta    forth  guidelines    (two    criteria  and    six   quality 
standards)    for   analyzing    each  HSA  to   determine    if    an  area    is    suitable   or 
nonauitable    as    wilderness.       liaaed    on    these    guidelines,    a    determination   was 
made    that    Borne    area    are    more    suitable    for    uses    other    than   wilderness. 


As   Btated    in    the   Wilderness   Study   Policy,    Consideration   of  Outside   Sights   and 
Sounds,    during    the   wilderness    study,    sights   and    sounds    of    human  activities    and 
works    outside    the    boundaries    of    the    wi Id ernes s    study   areas    may    be    taken    Into 
account    to    assessing    the   quality    of    an   area's    naturalness    or    its    opportunities 
for    solitude   or    primitive    recreation. 


The    energy   and   mineral    potential    of    the   WSAa    has    been    rated    by   using    (1) 
existing   data    in    the    literature,    (2)    the    Barringer  Report    (1982),    (3) 
evaluation    of    the  geologic   setting,    (4)   consultation  with  energy   and    mining 
companies    as   well  as    local   prospectors,    (5)    past    or    present   mining  activities, 
(6)    wtnur    field    verification   and   professional    judgments   by   BLH  geologists. 


Vegetative    screening    Is   one   of    the    features,    listed   under   Solitude    In    the 
Wilderness   Study    Policy,    used    in  evaluating    an    area . 


It  was    determined    that    the    area   not    recommended   met    the  minimum  criteria 
during    the    inventory    phase,    but  does    not    have    sufficient   wilderness    values    to 
be    further  considered    for  wilderness   designation. 


There  are    no    known   pending    activities    In   this   area   which  would   cause 
degradation    to    the    unrecominended    portion.      To   Include    thlB   area  as   a    buffer 
zone    is    forbidden   by    the  WtlderneBB  Management    Policy. 
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Our  next  speaker  is  Ed  KreCschmer . 
MR.  KKETSCHMER:   Thank  you. 
In  speaking,  1  represent  Che  Nevada  Mining 
Association,  Pinson  Mining  Company,  and  myself. 

The  reading  ofc"  the  Environmental  Imp.icL  Scacemenc 
leads  lib  to  hell  eve  relucLantly  that  —  or  ai  least  conclude 
than  che  judgemental  elements  of  the  report  are  based  at 
the  expense  of  resource  development  potential  In  these 
proposed  areas. 

The  judgements  that  flow  from  the  sick  systemic 
bias  will  irretri veabiy  damage  che  economi  cs  of  che  sices. 
The  bias  coward  thu  wilderness  Is  probably  not  evident  to 
the  HLM  staff  which  prepared  the  document  because  I  no c  ice 
I  r-.ni  it  certain  key  as  sump  t  ions  In  the  planning  process. 
I  he  resul c  is  an  ant i -mini ng  document . 

1  guess  a  general  f eel ing  among  the  mini  ng  and 
exploration  people  is  that  the  rater  system  to  determine 
mineral  potential  is  pre jud  tela  1  and  unprofessional .   A  high 
rater  for  mineral  potential  is  given  only  if  Che  area  shows 
favorable  geologic  character} sties  and  which  I  would  quote 
chat  Che  report  says  mineral  occurrences  in  che  known  sites 
or  deposi  tS  indicate  hi  gh  favorabillcy  for  Che  accumulation 
of  mineral  resources . 

in  other  words,  Co  rate  high  there  must  have  been 
pnvhub  mining.   Based  upon  Che  Influence  rating,  Freeport 
I' lace r  i^old  in  Elko  and  U.S.  Sceel  di  scovered  two  bi  11  ion 
ton  of  high  grade  iron.   Ease  of  YeringCon,  does  not  qualify 
as  an  area  of  high  mineral  potential.   There  was  no  evidence 
of  previous  mining.   In  similar  non-mining  areas  today  other 
Important  areas  of  discovery  of  mineral  resources  are  being 
made  as  a  result  of  the  sophisticated  geological-  models  and 
concepts . 


Only  urea*  tflth  reported  mineral  occurrences,  known  mine,  or  deposits,  formal 
classification  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  as  "Known  Ceothermal  Resource 
Areas"  (KCRA).  "Known  Ceologic  Structures  (KGS  for  oil  and  gas),  etc 


this  document  states  that  a  significant  adverse  Impact  could  DCCur  to  eaerg, 

and  mineral  resource  development  In  all  arena  rated  as  having  either  High  or 
Moderate  Potential,  if  designated  as  wilderness. 
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Our  next,  speaker  is  J.  V.  Tingley. 

Hit.  TIMGLEY:   My  name  is  Joe  Tingley.   I'm 
ecouonic  geologist  with  the  Nevada  Bureau  of  Mines  and 
Geology . 

Specifically  referring  to  the  Winnemucca 
District,  the  liLM  has  expended  considerable  effort  and 
funds  to  conduct  mineral  studies  within  .  the  proposed 
wilderness  areas.   A  rating  system,  although  far  from 
perfect,  has  been  devised  and  used  to  rank  mineral 
potential  in  the  various  areas.   Inspite  of  this 
considerable  effort,  the  BLM  has  included  many  areas  of 
recognized  mineral  potential  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
proposed  Wilderness  Study  Areas.   Specifically  the  Fly 
Canyon  zone  of  High  Kock  Lake  is  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  geothermal  area  of  Fly  Ranch  towards  the  Mot  Springs. 
This  area  has  high  geothermal  potential. 


The  Bureau  ig  aware  of  the  geothermal  potential  In  this  area.   However,  there 
Id  a  Management  Prainewurk  Plan  Decision  which  states  "no  surface  occupancy- 
fur  leaseablt  mlneralB  on  that  area  contained  within  the  viewahed  of  the 
Applegate-uussen  Trail.   This  decision  Includes  the  Fly  Canyon  ares. 
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Our  next  speaker  is  Joyce  Hall. 
MS.  HALL:   My  name  is  .Joyce  Hall,  I'm  a 
landman  for  Norsnda  Kxploration.   I  also  spent  six  years 
as  an  exploration  geologist  and  two  years  as  administrator 
of  the  Nevada  liivlsion  of  Mineral  UuMJUrces,   I'm  speaking 
for  myself  tonight,  however. 

One  of  the  major  criteria  that  was  used  to 
determine  whether  or  not  an  area  had  high  mineral  potential 
was  whether  or  not  there  had  been  any  past  production. 
Unfortunately,  Nevada  has  not  been  prospected  intensely 
enough  to  that  point  for  every  area  with  high  mineral 
potential  to  have  had  past  production.   In  fact,  the 
company  I  work  for  within  the  past  fourteen  months  has 
staked  about  880  claims  in  areas,  in  eight  distinct  areas, 
none  of  which  has  had  any  past  production  and  1  would 
venture  to  say  that  according  to  this  system  each  of  those 
areas  would  have  been  ranked  at  having  low  mineral 
potential  and  I  can  assure  you  that  in  these  days  of 
limited  exploration  budgets  we  don't  spend  our  money  in 
areas  of  low  mineral  potential. 


Only  areas  with  reported  mineral  occurrences,  known  mlnea  or  deposits,  formal 
clasalflcstlon  by  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  as  "Known  Geothermal  Resource 
Aress"  (KGRA),  "Known  Geologic  Structures  (KGS  for  oil  and  gas),  etc.,  would 
rate  aa  High  Potential  under  thla  energy  and  mineral  potential  rating  system. 
LlkewlBe,  areas  with  some  reported  mineral  occurrences,  geochemical  or 
geophysical  anomalies  or  which  are  considered  as  "Prospectively  Valuable  For 
Geothermal,  Oil  and  Gaa,"  etc.,  would  rate  as  Moderate  Potential.   However, 
thia  document  states  that  s  significant  adverse  Impact  could  occur  to  energy 
and  mineral  resource  development  in  all  areaa  rated  aa  having  either  High  or 
Moderate  Potential,  if  designated  as  wilderness. 
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Our  next    speaker   is    Bob   Warren. 
MR.    WARREN:      Thank    you,    Mr.    Bunch,    and    our 
Wilderness    Coordinator.      My  name    is    Hob    Warren.       I'm 
executive    secretary    of   the   Nevada    Mining   Association. 
The   Association    represents    some    750    people    engaged    in 
the    exploration    and   production    of   minerals    and    vendors 
of   equipment    and    supplies,    mining    law    attorneys,    and 
others    interested    in   maintaining    access    to    the   public 
lands    for   exploration    and   production   of   products.       The 
Nevada   Mining   Association    also   believes    that    it   properly 
represents    the    residents    of   our   rural    counties    and    the 
valleys   who   depend   directly   or    indirectly    upon    the    mining 
industry    for    their   economic   vitality    and    the    quality   of 
life    that    they   properly    enjoy. 

Speaking   specifically   to    the   Winnemucca 
District    D.E.I.S.,    we    should   point    out    that    BLM   is 
considering    some   nine    areas   with    high    to   moderate 
potential,    a   quote    taken    from    their  own    report,    their 
own   geologist    in    the    Harringer   Geologist    for   recommendation 
as   wilderness    in   Humboldt,    1'ershing,    and    a   portion   of 
Washoe   Counties    and   as   Miss    Hall    has    pointed   out,    the 
assumption    for    arriving    at   moderate   mineral    potential 
is    unprofessional    and    it    causes    substantial    understatement 
of   the   potential    for  mineral   discoveries.      This 
understatement,    of  course,    makes    it   comfortable    for    the 
BI.M   to    ignore   the   mineral   potential    and   then   to   recommend 
the   areas    for  wilderness.      If   the   BLM   insists   upon   its 
present   recommendation   for  wilderness  ,    it  will   undercut 
plans   by   the    state    and    county    governments    to   expend 
Nevada's    economy. 


Only   ureas    with   reported   mineral   occurreocea,    known  mines   or    deposits,    formal 
classification    by    the   U.S.    Geological    Survey   as    "Known    Geothermal    Resource 
Areas"    (KGRA),    "Known    Geologic    Structures    (KGS   for  oil    and    gas),    etc.,    would 
rate  as   High    Potential    under    this   energy    and    mineral    potential    rating    system, 
likewise,    areas    with  some   reported   mineral   occurrences,    geochemlcal    or 
geophysical    anomalies    or  which   are   considered    ss    "Prospectively  Valuable   For 
Ceotherina  I  ,    Oil   and    Gas,"    etc.,    would    rate  as   Moderate    Potential.      However, 
this   document    states    that    a    significant    adverse    Impact   could   occur    to   energy 
and    mineral    resource  development    la  all    areas    rated    as    having  either    High   or 
Moderate    Potential,    if   designated    as    wlldernesB. 
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APPENDIX  A 
BIACK  ROCK  DESERT  EXTENDED  STUDY 


INTRODUCTION 


ISSUES 


Tne  Black  Rock  Dasert  (NV-020-620)  has  been 
recognized  by  BIM  as  particularly  controversial 
due  to  its  unique  natural  setting,  resource  con- 
flicts, high  public  interest  and  manageability 
concerns.  Located  in  the  east  arm  of  the  Black 
Rock  Dasert  north  of  Sulphur,  this  WSA  is  rapid- 
ly gaining  attention  throughout  Nevada  and  the 
West.  Therefore,  the  BIM  asked  seven  interested 
citizens  to  advise  BIM  regarding  the  Black  Rock 
Dasert  WSA's  suitability  as  wilderness  and/ or  to 
recommend  allowable  uses.  The  advisory  panel 
was  hand-picked  to  ensure  consideration  for  the 
resources  and  uses  of  the  Dasert. 

The  seven  panel  members  were: 

Roger  Scholl,  Sierra  Club,  Reno,  NV 

Vic  Botts,  Humboldt  County  Commissioner  and 
miner,  McDarmitt,  NV 

Gene  Hat tori,  Dasert  Research  Institute  Archaeo- 
logist, Reno,  NV 

David  Green,  Principal  of  Gsrlach  High  School, 
Gerlach,  NV 

John  Dalopg,  Rancher,  Humboldt  County,  NV 

Gail  Munk,  Businessman,  lovelock,  NV 

Jay  Meierdierck/ Chris  Freeman,  Navada  Division 
of  State  Parks,  Carson  City,  NV 

LOCATION 

The  eastern  arm  of  the  Blade  Rock  Dasert  is 
located  in  Humboldt  County,  ISevada,  and  is 
administered  by  the  Bureau  of  land  Management. 
The  Desert  is  an  area  about  three  hours'  drive 
northeast  of  Reno  and  a  one  and  one-half  hour 
drive  wast  of  Winnemucca.  The  best  access  to 
the  area  is  along  BIM  Road  2049  on  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  playa  at  the  base  of  the  Jackson 
Mountains. 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

The  WSA  is  about  40  miles  long  and  20  miles 
wide,  encompassing  most  of  the  eastern  arm  of 
the  Black  Rock  Dasert — 319,594  acres  of  public 
land.  Tne  altitude  ranges  from  3,900  feet  to 
5,900  feet.  Three  significant  waters  drain  into 
the  WSA — the  Ouinn  River  and  the  Leonard  and 
Jackson  Creek  Sloughs. 


The  Bailey-Knchler  ecosystem  classifies  the 
vegetation  as  desert  (3130-39)  saltbush  and 
greasewood  (3130-34).  The  desert  is  a  large 
playa  bordered  by  steep  mountain  ranges  to  the 
east  and  west  and  was  once  covered  by  waters  of 
Pleistocene  Lake  lahontan. 

HISTORICAL  USE 

Tne  eastern  arm  of  the  Black  Rock  Dasert  has 
been  used  by  humans  intermittently  for  the  past 
10,000  years.  Tne  earliest  occupation,  based  on 
tool  types,  was  probably  a  lakeshore/marsh 
subsistence.  Artifact  types  recovered  from  the 
area  indicate  use  at  least  intermittently  until 
the  late  prehistoric  period. 

The  first  Anglo-American  visit  to  the  general 
area  was  the  John  C.  Fremont  federal  expedition 
in  the  early  1840s — south  of  the  study  area 
around  Black  Rock  Point.  The  Applegate-Iassen 
Emigrant  Trail  lies  immediately  south  of  the 
WSA,  passing  .along  the  west  side  of  Black  Rock 
Point.  A  portion  of  this  trail  is  listed  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  area  has  supported,  since  the  1860s  and 
1870s ,  a  few  ranches  that  are  located  around  the 
exterior  of  the  WSA  boundary.  Daring  the  1940s 
the  United  States  Government  used  the  area  as  a 
gunnery  range.  Some  evidence  of  this  activity 
is  still  visible  on  the  playa. 

Recreation  has  been  popular  on  the  playa  area 
since  the  1940s.  The  major  recreational  uses 
are  off-road  vehicle  (0RV)  travel  and  related 
relic-hunting  activities.  Some  limited  hiking 
and  rafting  (on  the  Ooinn  River)  has  taken  place 
in  the  past  few  years. 

Gaothermal,  oil  and  gas  exploration  has  taken 
place  in  the  WSA  since  the  1970s.  In  1983  Sun 
Oil  drilled  an  exploratory  oil  well  which  has 
been  plugged  and  abandoned. 

During  the  late  1970s  and  early  1980s  the  major 
portion  of  the  eastern  arm  was  inventoried  for 
wilderness  suitability  and  in  1980  was  designat- 
ed a  Wilderness  Study  Area.  The  area  is  cur- 
rently managed  under  the  Interim  Management 
Policy  and  Guidelines  For  lands  Under  Wilderness 
Review  (1979). 
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RESOURCE  VALUES 

A  number  of  resources  exist  within  the  WSA  but 
do  not  share  the  same  significance.  This  sec- 
tion will  discuss  those  resources  identified  as 
the  most  significant  in  the  area — natural  his- 
tory -  ecology,  wilderness  values,  minerals  and 
energy,  cultural  and  paleontological  resources 
and  recreation. 

Existing  resources  not  addressed  in  this  paper 
are:  livestock  grazing,  wildlife,  threatened 
and  endangered  plants.  These  resources  would 
not  be  significantly  impacted  by  any  of  the  op- 
tions considered. 

Natural  History  -  Ecology 

land  form 

The  dominant  landform  of  the  WSA  is  a  playa  and 
desert  valley  floor  formed  by  the  receding 
waters  of  Pleistocene  Lake  Lahontan.  The  playa 
is  concentrated  around  the  Quinn  River  in  the 
southern  and  eastern  portion  of  the  study  area, 
and  is  primarily  a  loosely  consolidated  water- 
borne  silt  and  clay.  The  land  is  gently  rolling 
with  local  relief  not  exceeding  five  feet.  The 
valley  floor  flanks  the  playa  on  the  north,  west 
and  extreme  eastern  edge  of  the  WSA.  This  land- 
form  is  not  as  flat  as  the  playa  and  contains 
coarser  alluvium  deposited  by  the  creeks  and 
washes  which  originate  in  the  surrounding  moun- 
tains. A  series  of  small  aeolian  sand  dunes, 
seldom  higher  than  ten  feet,  run  north-south 
generally  between  the  playa  and  the  valley  floor 
on  the  southeastern  edge  of  the  WSA. 

Several  small  buttes  and  mesas  extend  into  the 
WSA.  from  the  west,  including  Pinto  and  Elephant 
Mountains.  Pinto  Mountain  is  a  basalt-capped 
plateau  rising  1,100  feet  above  the  desert 
northeast  of  Paiute  Maadow.  Elephant  Mountain, 
just  east  of  Paiute  Meaiow,  is  the  highest  point 
in  the  WSA  (5,931  feet).  Its  buff-colored, 
rounded  form  is  visible  from  nearly  all  of  the 
WSA.  Several  smaller,  highly  eroded  buttes  are 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  Pinto  and  Elephant 
Mountains . 

Other  notable  features  in  the  WSA  include  the 
Quinn  River,  the  Jackson,  Leonard,  Deer,  Paiute, 
Bartlett  and  Battle  Creek  Sloughs,  as  well  as 
several  springs.  The  Quinn  River  enters  the  WSA 
from  the  northwest  and  runs  parallel  to  the 
eastern    boundary.         This     intermittent     river 


carries  spring  runoff  from  the  Santa  Rosa  and 
other  mountains  to  the  northeast.  Although  the 
Qoinn  River  usually  reaches  the  WSA  during  the 
spring  and  early  summer,  it  has  been  reported  to 
retrain  dry  year-round.  The  Quinn  River  meanders 
through  most  of  the  WSA,  with  a  well-defined 
channel  in  the  north  but  with  little  or  no  mark- 
ed floodplain.  Soon  after  it  enters  that  playa, 
the  river  widens  and,  in  wat  years,  disappears 
into  a  vast  lake  system  which  extends  as  far  as 
Gerlach. 

Jackson  and  Deer  Creek  Sloughs  are  tributaries 
of  the  Quinn  River  originating  in  the  Jackson 
Mountains  just  east  of  the  WSA.  Although  water 
has  teen  diverted  from  both  streams  for  ranching 
purposes,  Jackson  Creek  Slough  usually  reaches 
the  Quinn  River  after  paralleling  it  several 
miles  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  WSA.  The 
Leonard,  Battle,  Bartlett  and  Paiute  Creek 
Sloughs  originate  in  the  Black  Rock  Range  to  the 
west  and,  in  wat  years,  flow  into  the  Quinn 
River  in  the  north  half  of  the  WSA.  A  few 
springs  are  located  within  the  WSA,  mostly  along 
the  west  edge. 

Flora 

About  one-half  to  two-thirds  of  the  WSA  in  the 
playa  area  is  barren  or  very  sparsely  vegetated, 
with  most  vegetation  in  the  valley  floor  on  the 
edge  of  the  WSA  and  on  the  buttes  along  the 
western  boundary.  Greasewood  is  the  dominant 
shrub,  with  saltbush,  shadscale,  low  sage,  big 
sage,  halogeton,  rabbitbrush,  winterfat  and 
spiny  hopsage  also  locally  important.  Grass 
species  include  Indian  ricegrass,  inland  salt- 
grass,  cheatgrass,  Sandberg  bluegrass  and  Great 
Basin  wildrye.  Tamerisk  is  found  along  the 
Quinn  River. 

To  date,  no  rare  or  endangered  plants  have  been 
found  in  the  WSA,  but  two  plants  of  special 
concern,  Astragalus  petrocarpus  and  Caulanthus 
barnebyi,  occur  just  outside  of  the  WSA  and  may 
be  found  within  the  area.  A  complete  botanical 
survey  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  has  never  been 
attempted. 

Although  many  researchers  and  botanists  familiar 
with  the  Black  Rock  Desert  say  they  are  not 
aware  of  specific  botanical  resources  deserving 
protection,  they  also  tend  to  characterize  the 
Black  Rock  Desert  as  a  unique,  undeveloped  land- 
scape worthy  of  protection  or  special  recogni- 
tion.    The  east  arm  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  was 
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not  mentioned,  however,  in  the  Nature  Conservan- 
cy list  of  research  natural  area  needs  in  Nevada 
and  Utah  (Van  Pelt  1982). 

Fauna 

Very  little  is  known  about  wildlife,  however, 
mule  deer  have  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pinto  Mountain,  and  antelope  skirt  the  eastern 
and  northern  edge  of  the  WSA,  Beaver  and  tnusk- 
rat  have  been  sighted  in  the  Cuinn  River,  along 
with  teal  and  American  avocets.  Chukar,  sage 
grouse  and  mountain  lion  are  found  in  parts  of 
the  western  edge  of  the  WSA.  The  Quinn  River 
may  contain  carp,  suckers  and  dace  during  wet 
years. 

Wilderness 

The  wilderness  values  for  this  area  have  been 
analyzed  in  Chapters  1  and  3.  Please  refer  to 
the  Black  Rock  Desert  WSA  sections. 

Minerals  and  Energy 

Minerals  and  energy  concerns  have  been  addressed 
in  detail  in  the  preceding  chapters  and  may  be 
consulted  for  full  review. 

There  are  currently  26,853  acres  leased  for 
geothermal  exploration  and  204,919  acres  leased 
for  oil  and  gas  within  the  WSA.  Mining  claims 
have  teen  filed  along  the  edges  of  the  WSA  for 
minerals  such  as  tungsten,  molybdenum,  zinc  and 
mercury.  Uranium,  sodium,  potassium  and  lithium 
occur  in  the  alluvial  fill  of  the  playa. 

Cultural  and  Paleontological 

Present  Situation 

Approximately  30  prehistoric  archaeological 
sites  or  site  areas  have  been  recorded  or  noted 
in  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert. 
Some  of  the  prehistoric  sites  are  in  areas  where 
Pleistocene  manual  bones  have  been  observed  on 
the  surface.  Site  data  has  been  gathered  in  two 
ways:  (1)  private  artifact  collectors,  same  of 
whom  have  shared  information  with  archaeolog- 
ists, e.g.,  the  location  where  a  Columbian  mam- 
moth was  later  excavated  and  removed;  and  (2) 
professional  archaeologists  working  on  research 
or  project-related  activities.  The  first  pro- 
fessional work  was  conducted  in  the   late   1960s 


by  graduate  students  from  the  University  of 
California,  Berkeley  (Clewlow  1968).  A.  number 
of  sites  on  the  playa  were  found  and  surface 
collections  made  of  diagnostic  artifacts. 

In  the  late  1970s  the  SIM  initiated  prelease 
inventories  prior  to  geothermal  leasing  of  the 
area.  Roney  (1979)  inventoriel  a  two  and  one- 
half  square  mile  area  at  McFarlan's  Ifot  Springs. 

The  third  major  project  was  associated  with  oil 
and  gas  seismic  testing. 

A  number  of  new  sites  were  recorded  during  these 
inventories,  other  site  areas  expanded  and  more 
areas  of  Pleistocene  mammal  bone  were  located. 
A  number  of  the  sites  in  this  area  contain  (or 
contained)  unique  artifact  types  representing 
some  of  the  earliest  tool  types  in  the  Great 
Basin.  Black     Rock     Transverse     Points     and 

"crescents"  are  the  most  prominent  of  these  tool 
types,  and  may  date  as  early  as  10,000  years 
B.P.  (before  present).  Artifacts  collected 
under  permit  by  C.  W.  Clewlow  (Ancient  Enter- 
prises) are  being  analyzed  in  conjunction  with 
the  Columbian  mammoth  project. 

Currently,  these  resources  are  experiencing  the 
ongoing  "unauthorized"  collections. 


Current  Management  Situation 


The  BLM  is  required  by  federal  laws  to  protect 
cultural  and  paleontological  resources  on  public 
lands.  These  laws  include  but  are  not  limited 
to: 

1.  The  Antiquities  Act  of  1906  protects  arch- 
aeological sites  from  private  acts  of  vandalism 
and  theft. 

2.  The  National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of 
1966  requires  federal  agencies  to  consider  aid 
avoid  adverse  impacts  to  cultural  properties, 
both  historic  and  prehistoric. 

3.  The  Archaeological  Resources  Protection  Act 
of  1979  provides  more  emphasis  to  the  1906  Act 
by  protecting  cultural  resources  from  private 
actions.  This  Act  also  protects  paleontological 
resources  associated  with  human  activity. 

4.  The  Federal  lands  Policy  and  Management  Act 
of   1976  provides    for   the    protection   of   verte- 
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brate,  invertebrate  and  plant  fossils.  Verte- 
brate fossils  may  not  be  collected  except  under 
an  authorized  permit. 

In  addition,  and  to  comply  with  federal  laws, 
the  Winnemucca  District  BIH  has  established  the 
following  management  decisious  and  operating 
procedures  regarding  cultural  resources. 

— The  Management  Framework.  Plan  calls  for  the 
conservation  and  protection  of  cultural  re- 
sources on  the  District.  All  BIM  or  BIM- 
approved  projects  undergo  an  inventory  prior  to 
any  work.  The  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officer  is  contacted  and  consulted  regarding  any 
sensitive  areas. 

-HSb  standard  procedures  have  been  established 
regarding  paleontological  resources  which  have 
just  begun  to  be  recognized.  few  forms  to 
record  paleontological  sites  are  now  being  used . 

Potential  Uses 

A  number  of  researchers  have  expressed  interest 
in  conducting  further  work  in  the  east  arm  on 
both  prehistoric  and  paleontological  sites.  The 
greatest  interest  is  the  potential  association 
of  human  artifacts  with  Pleistocene  bone.  Such 
association,  if  it  does  exist,  would  place 
rnmans  in  the  area  much  earlier  than  is  commonly 
thought  today. 

In  1983  the  B1M  is  planning  a  project  which  will 
test  excavate  some  sites  with  possible  artifact/ 
bone  association  and  do  further  inventory  in  the 
area. 

The  ongoing  collection  of  artifacts  by  nonper- 
mitted  parties  is  expected  to  continue,  further 
reducing  the  number  of  time-sensitive  indicators 
on  sites.  Unauthorized  fossil  hunting  and  re- 
moval is  also  a  possible  activity. 

Conflicting  Uses 

Present  -  the  major  impact  to  the  cultural  and 
paleontological  resources  in  the  area  is  by  ORV 
enthusiasts  who  actively  hunt  and  collect  arti- 
facts. ORVs  also  can  destroy  information  by 
crushing  artifacts  on  the  surface  and  causing 
increased  erosion  on  sites. 

Oil  and  gas  exploration  creates  sane  impact  to 
sites.  Although  the  companies  pay  for  clear- 
ances  and  avoid   important   sites,    the  resulting 


seismic  lines  help  to  create  more  access  to  the 
playa  and  alert  more  people  to  the  existence  of 
these  sites. 

Future  -  ongoing  ORV  use  is  expected  to  con- 
tinue, with  the  resulting  degradation  of  the 
sites.  Future  oil  and  gas  work  may  occur; 
however,  mitigation  measures  may  include 
intensive  recordation  and  recovery  on  some 
sites.  If  the  area  does  become  a  wilderness 
area,  access  to  the  sites  for  research  purposes 
will  be  limited. 

Recreation 

Present  Situation 

The  Black  Rock  Desert  region  is  gaining  in 
popularity  among  recreationists  interested  in 
remote,  relatively  undiscovered  landscapes. 
Although  recreation  use  is  still  low  as  compared 
to  other  western  Nevada  areas  such  as  Pyramid 
lake,  Applegate-Lassen  Fmigrant  Trail  and  the 
playa  of  the  Black  Rock  Desert,  e.g.,  the  east 
arm  is  attracting  a  growing  clientele.  Most 
recreation  occurs  on  the  west  arm  of  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  and  on  the  playa  near  Gerlach— both 
outside  the  study  area. 

Recreationists  are  believed  to  combine  several 
activities  during  their  trips  to  the  Black  "Sock 
Desert  WSA.  Rockhounding,  artifact  collecting, 
sightseeing  (primarily  in  and  around  the 
emigrant  trail),  hot  spring  viewing,  four-bteel 
driving  and  camping  are  the  primary  activities 
with  hiking,  backpacking  and  nature  study 
gaining  in  popularity. 

Recreation  use  within  the  study  area  appears  to 
be  in  conjunction  with  trips  to  other  parts  of 
the  Black  Rock  Desert.  Most  recreationists 
enter  the  WSA  from  the  playa  just  north  of 
Sulphur  and  stay  southeast  of  the  Cuinn  River  in 
the  vicinity  of  Jackson  Creek  Slough.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  primary  attraction  is  the 
unauthorized  collection  of  cultural  artifacts 
concentrated  in  this  area. 

Artifact  collecting  is  probably  one  of  several 
activities  which  attract  visitors  to  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  region  and  the  area  within  the  WSA 
appears  to  be  a  focal  point  for  this  activity. 
Ibwever,  most  artifact  hunters  probably  spend  a 
relatively  small  percent  of  their  time  engaging 
in  this  activity. 
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Lfee,  according  to  local  residents,  is  highly 
variable  from  year  to  year,  with  most  occurring 
in  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  when  the  playa  is 
dry  (DeLong  1983).  This  area  can  also  be 
approached  frcm  the  east  along  the  Sulphur- 
Jackson  Creek  Ranch  road,  where  several  well 
established  access  points  connect  the  playa  with 
the  boundary  road-  A  number  of  recreationists 
camp  at  MzFarlan's  Hot  Spring  on  the  southwest 
boundary  of  the  WSA. 

Rocktrninding  in  the  vicinity  of  Pin  to  Mountain 
on  the  western  edge  of  the  WSA  is  the  only  other 
major  recreation  use.  Rockhounding  here  is 
considered  only  "fair"  when  compared  to  other 
nearby  collecting  areas,  although  opal,  onyx, 
sulphur  and  travertine  have  been  found. 

Some  recreation  use  may  occur  as  people  are 
enroute  to  other  attractions  such  as  Blue  Lakes 
and  the  Jackson  Mountains.  Also,  the  playa  area 
of  the  WSA  offers  some  challenge  to  four-wheel 
drivers  venturing  eastward  from  the  main  playa 
near  Gerlach,  but  actual  use  is  unknown. 

A  few  people  have  floatboated  along  the  Quinn 
River  in  the  past  two  years  (1982  and  1983), 
hiking  in  and  out  of  their  "put-in  and  take-out" 
points.  These  trips  are  thought  to  be  the  first 
recreational  rafting  along  the  Lower  Quinn 
River.  Whether  this  establishes  a  trend  is 
unknown;  1982  and  1983  were  relatively  wet 
years,  and  although  the  Qainn  River  is  unique, 
the  experience  cannot  be  characterized  as 
outstanding  for  the  average  recreationist . 

Organizations  such  as  the  Northern  Nevada  Native 
Plant  Society  have  sponsored  trips  to  the  Black 
Rock  Desert  which  have,  in  part,  included  the 
WSA.  Although  much  of  this  use  is  research- 
oriented,  many  people  are  interested  in  exper- 
iencing the  remote,  isolated  environment  while 
they  are  studying  the  Black  Rock  Desert's  fea- 
tures. The  Black  Rock  Desert  in  general  is  well 
known  to  desert  researchers  throughout  the  West. 

Very  little  is  known  about  the  recreationists  in 
the  study  area.  Visitor  surveys  taken  in  the 
Pine  Forest  Range  about  14  miles  north  may  in- 
dicate something  about  the  origins  of  Black  Rock 
Desert  users,  although  recreation  opportunities 
and  conditions  are  dissimilar.  In  the  Pine 
Forest  42  percent  of  the  users  w^re  from 
Humboldt  County,  31  percent  from  Washoe  County, 
14  percent  from  other  ISevada  counties  and  13 
percent  from  out-of-state.     Indications  are  that 


most  users  in  the  Black  Rock  Desert  are  from  the 
Reno  and  Sacramento  metropolitan  areas. 

The  WSA  is  about  170  miles  from  the  Reno-Carson 
City  area,  including  50  miles  of  freeway,  70 
miles  of  two-lane  highway  and  50  miles  of  gravel 
and  dirt  road  to  the  south  tip  of  the  WSA  at 
Sulphur.  Sacramento,  California,  is  another  140 
miles  west .  Boise ,  Idaho ,  the  only  other  metro- 
politai  area  within  300  miles,  is  about  260 
miles  northeast  along  200  miles  of  paved  road 
and  about  60  miles  of  dirt  or  gravel  road. 

Access  around  and  within  the  WSA  itself  dictates 
much  of  the  recreation  use.  The  eastern  and 
northern  boundaries  have  fairly  good  access 
along  maintained  gravel  roads.  The  road  is  also 
in  good  condition  along  the  northeast  perimeter 
as  far  as  the  Paiute  Meadows  Ranch;  at  this 
point  the  road  deteriorates  and  disappears  just 
north  of  the  Quinn  River.  The  southwest  peri- 
meter road  is  also  a  rough  trade  which  leaves 
Sulphur  and  disappears  at  a  point  south  of  the 
Quinn  River.  There  are  a  number  of  vehicle 
paths  associated  with  ranching  in  the  north  half 
of  the  WSA,  several  rough  roads  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pinto  Mxmtain,  and  a  few  rough  roads  that 
originate  on  the  east  boundary  road  and  head 
into  the  desert.  Any  semblance  of  a  road  dis- 
appears once  the  playa  is  reached  and  users  can 
drive  in  all  directions.  The  playa  is  passable 
during  dry  weather  by  four-*heel-drive  vehicles 
and  much  of  it  to  expert  two-wheel-vehicle 
drivers . 

Although  about  90  percent  of  the  WSA  is  theoret- 
ically accessible  by  ORVs ,  most  use  occurs  along 
the  southeast  and  around  Pinto  Mountain.  About 
two-thirds  of  the  ISA  appears  to  receive  very 
little  if  any  recreation  use. 

Current  Management  Situation 

The  only  official  designation  for  the  east  arm 
of  the  Black  Rock  Desert  is  the  one  that  estab- 
lished it  as  a  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA), 
i.e.,  under  wilderness  review.  (An  official 
designation  is  a  designation  that  has  been 
approved  by  the  District  Manager  or  the  State 
Director  and  has  been  announced  to  the  public 
through  the  Federal  Register.)  Because  of  the 
WSA  designation,  the  desert  is  managed  under  the 
RLM's  Wilderness  Interim  Management  Policy 
(MP).  >fost  recreation  activities  are  permitted 
on  lands  under  wilderness  review.  Recreational 
use   of    off-road   vehicles   may   be    permitted    on 
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existing  roads  and  trails;  however,  if  impacts 
threaten  to  impair  the  area's  wilderness  suit- 
ability the  B1M  may  close  the  affected  lands  to 
the  type  of  ORV  use  impairing  the  suitability. 
Organized  ORV  events  may  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  WSAs  on  existing  ways  and  trails  as  long 
as  the  area's  wilderness  values  are  not  degrad- 
ed. It  is  rare  that  events  which  include  cross 
country  travel  would  not  impair  the  wilderness 
suitability,  but  if  the  event  is  found  not  to  do 
so,  it  could  be  authorized. 

Through  the  Winneraucca  District's  Management 
Franework  Ran,  the  desert  will  be  designated  as 
"open"  to  ORVs  before  the  end  of  Fiscal  Year 
1983.  This  meaas  that  the  operation  of  ORVs  is 
permitted.  In  areas  designated  closed,  no 
vehicles  are  allowed,  and  in  limited  designated 
areas,  certain  restrictions  may  apply  (e.g., 
time  or  intensity  of  use).  If  an  area  is 
designated  as  wilderness,  the  ORV  designation 
automatically  becomes  "closed." 

The  study  area  has  parts  of  four  grazing  allot- 
ments: Ifeer  Creek,  Jackson,  Pine  Forest  and 
Paiute  Meadows. 

No  other  special  designations,  agreements  or 
allocations  have  been  established . 

Potential  {fees 

Use  is  expected  to  increase  graiually.  This 
increase  is  estimated  to  be  equal  to  the  average 
percentage  increase  associated  with  outdoor 
recreation  as  a  whole.  Although  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  has  gained  significant  popularity  recent- 
ly, poor  access,  lack  of  visitor  facilities  and 
harsh  environmental  conditions  make  the  area 
less  likely  to  experience  a  high  rate  of  growth. 
Itowever,  access  continues  to  improve  and  the 
interest  in  desert  landscapes  is  generally 
increasing,  signaling  potentially  significant 
increases  in  recreation. 

Currently  the  trend  is  moving  from  more 
"traditional"  activities  (e.g.,  rockhounding , 
ORVs)  toward  research,  desert  study  and  non- 
motorized  recreation.  Aether  or  not  this  trend 
will  continue  is  unknown.  Future  managenent 
decisions  (such  as  CRV  closures)  could  dras- 
tically alter  the  recreation  use  in  the  study 
area. 


Conflicting  Uses 

The  unauthorized  collection  of  cultural 
artifacts  is  the  most  serious  conflict  with 
recreation  and  other  resources  in  the  study  area 
(see  the  Cultural  and  Paleontological  section). 
It  is  estimated  that  the  primary  recreation 
pursuit  in  the  WSA  is  the  collection  of 
arrowheads.  The  east  arm  of  the  Black  Rock 
Desert  may  be  one  of  the  most  significant 
cultural  sites  in  Nevada,  yet  if  present  trends 
continue  much  of  the  integrity  of  these  sites 
could  be  lost.  Measures  to  control  this 
activity  may  experience  only  partial  success  due 
to  the  difficulty  in  controlling  access  and  the 
open  nature  of  the  desert. 

The  most  serious  potential  threat  to  recreation 
is  the  development  of  other  resources  such  as 
oil  and  gas,  geothermal  and  minerals.  The  Black 
Rock  Desert's  increasing  popularity  in  the  last 
few  years  is  due,  in  part,  to  its  undeveloped 
setting.  Fven     if     development     is     tightly 

controlled,  improved  access  and  increased 
knowledge  of  the  area  will  affect  current 
recreation.  Utility  corridors,  particularly 
large  power  transmission  lines,  would  also  alter 
the  visual  integrity  of  the  study  area.  The 
likelihood  of  these  developments  is  discussed 
elsewhere  in  this  document. 

Daily  military  flights  over  the  WSA  detract  from 
the  feeling  of  isolation  and  solitude.  Should 
the  area  be  designated  wilderness,  BUI  will 
attempt  to  reduce  or  eliminate  this  conflict. 

MANAGEMENT  OPTIONS 

The  following  list  of  items  offers  a  variety  of 
options  available  for  managing  the  use  of,  as 
well  as  providing  protection  for,  resource 
values  on  the  eastern  arm  of  the  Black  Rock. 
The  options  vary  from  designation  actions 
intended  to  protect  recreation,  environmental  or 
archaeological  (including  paleontological) 
values,  to  the  allowing  of  access  for  the 
exploitation  of  mineral  and  other  commercially 
attractive  resources.  Each  option  is  briefly 
described,  giving  the  general  appropriateness  of 
the  action,  the  legal  authority  for  its  use,  and 
procedures  for  its  implementation.  Only  those 
options  recommended  by  the  advisory  panel  have 
been  described  in  detail . 
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It  should  be  noted  that  all  options,  except  for 
wilderness  classification  and  mineral  withdraw- 
al, have  little  effect  on  mining  activities 
concerning  locatable  minerals.  Such  action 
remains  largely  nondiscretionary  on  the  part  of 
the  Bureau  under  the  1872  Mining  law.  land 
classified  as  a  wilderness  area  will  be  with- 
drawn from  mineral  entry  subject  to  valid  rights 
existing  at  the  time  of  classification. 

1.  Action:     Wilderness  Area 
Reference:     Sec.  603  -  FLFMA. 

lands  Administered  Ihder  the  Wilderness  Act 
(78  STAT.  890;  16  V.S.C.  1131-1136) 

Congress  must  pass  a  law  to  classify  a  WSA 
either  as  a  wilderness  area  or  to  return  it  to 
multiple  use  management. 

The  purpose  of  the  wilderness  classification  is 
to  .give  wilderness  values,  such  as  naturalness, 
opportunities  for  solitude  and  primitive  recrea- 
tion and  others  (such  as  cultural  resources) 
maximum  protection  by  prohibiting  most  vehicular 
use  and  surface-disturbing  activities.  The 
objective  of  management  is,  over  the  long  term, 
to  maintain  or  enhance  the  quality  of  wilderness 
values  existing  at  the  time  of  classification. 
Since  classification  is  accomplished  by  law, 
rather  than  administratively,  a  future  decision 
to  change  the  classification  is  not  an  option 
available  to  the  3IM.  Classification  would 
eliminate  most  future  mineral  development, 
except  for  valid  rights  existing  at  the  time  of 
classification,  and  would  prohibit  recreational 
vehicle  travel  (including  that  occurring  from 
illegal  relic-hunting).  Grazing  would  continue 
at  approximately  the  same  levels  existing  at  the 
time  of  classification. 

2.  Action:  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACBC) 

Reference:       (43   CFR    (Code   of    Federal   Regula- 
tions) 1601.7-2)  FLFMA  (sec.  103(s)) 
(ACBC  Policy  and  Procedures  Guidelines  6-80) 

ACBC  designation  is  appropriate  when  special 
management  attention  is  required  to  protect  and 
prevent  irreparable  damage  to  important  histor- 
ic, cultural  or  scenic  values,  fish  and  wildlife 
resources  or  other  natural  systems  or  processes 
or  to  protect  life  and  safety  frcm  natural 
hazards. 

ACEC  designation  is  simply  a  form  of  official 
identification    to    the    public;    protection    does 


not  occur  unless  a  management  decision  to  with- 
draw the  ACEC  is  made. 


3.     Action:     Recreation  resignations 
Reference  :     43  CFR  2070,   8352 


The  following  five  designation  titles  may  be 
considered  under  the  authority  contained  in  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations: 

A.  Recreation  lands  (see  43  CFR  2071.1) 

A  tract  of  land,  usually  several  thousand  acres 
in  size,  may  be  so  designated  where  recreation 
is  expected  to  be  a  major  use,  and  designation 
will  assist  the  public  by  making  the  area  known 
to  them. 

B.  Outstanding  Natural  Area  (see  43  CFR  8352) 

This  designation  is  oriented  toward  management 
of  recreational  use  in  order  to  protect  lands 
that  have  unusual  natural  characteristics.  It 
allows  for  development  of  facilities  in  an  area 
to  assist  in  the  management  of  recreation 
activities.  Outstanding  tfetural  Areas  (ONAs) 
closely  resemble  Research  Natural  Areas  (RNAs) 
in  BLM's  special  area  classification,  but  they 
are  generally  larger,  do  not  embody  scientific 
and  educational  uses  as  paramount,  and  have 
nearly  always  been  designated  to  recognize 
geological  or  recreational,  attractions. 


C.     Scenic  Area  (see  43  CFR  8352) 


Areas  of  high  scenic  quality  that  may  be  viewed 
from  highways,  roads,  trails,  streams  or  large 
bodies  of  water. 


D.     Primitive  Area  (see  43  CFR  8352) 


This  administrative  designation  is  no  longer 
considered  a  valid  designation  for  new  areas. 
Section  603  of  FLFMA  called  for  a  study  of  all 
primitive  areas  to  be  conducted  by  1978  and  a 
recommendation  submitted  to  Congress  whether  or 
not  each  area  should  be  classified  as  wilder- 
ness. In  essence,  wilderness  area  classifica- 
tions have  replaced  primitive  area  designations. 

E.     Recreation  Site  (see  43  CFR  2071.1) 

Relatively  small  tracts  with  value  for  concen- 
trated and  intensitve  recreation  use,  usually 
requiring  construction  and  maintenance  of  public 
facilities. 
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4.  .Action:  National  Register  of  Historic  Places 
Reference:     36  CFR  60  and  63 

An  official  list  of  archaeological,  historic  and 
architectural  properties  worthy  of  preservation 
for  their  local,  state  or  national  significance. 

5.  Action:     Mineral  Withdrawal 
Reference:     43  CFR  2300;   Sec.  204  FLPMA 

Section  204  of  FLPMA  gives  the  Secretary 
authority  to  segregate  lands  frcm  the  raining  of 
locatable  minerals.  Withdrawals  greater  than 
5,000  acres  have  greater  restrictions  and 
require  a  number  of  statements  to  be  submitted 
to  Congressional  Committees  for  review. 

6.  Action:     Open  to  Discretionary  Actions 
Reference:     43  CFR  2710,   2740,   2800,   2910,  3100, 
3200 

Regulatory  control  derives  from  either  case-by- 
case  review  or  through  decisions  incorporated  in 
land  use  plans. 

7.  Action:  Off-road  Vehicle  (ORV)  Designations 
Reference:     43  CFR  8340 

All  areas  and  trails  must  be  designated  as 
"open,"  "limited"  or  "closed"  to  ORVs.  The 
objectives  of  ORV  designations  are  to  protect 
public  land  resources,  to  promote  the  safety  of 
all  users  and  to  minimize  conflicts  among  the 
various  uses  of  the  public  lands. 

8.  Action:     Research  Natural  Area  Designation 
Reference:     43  CFR  8223 

This  designation  applies  to  areas  on  which 
natural  features  and  processes  are  preserved  for 
research  and  educational  purposes,  with  minimal 
hunan  intervention  and  limited  livestock 
grazing. 

9.  Action:  National  Natural  Landmark  Desig- 
nation 

Reference:     36  CFR  62 

National  Natural  Landmarks  (NNL)  are  generally 
large,  striking  areas  significant  in  illustrat- 
ing the  nation's  natural  heritage.  landmarks 
usually  require  only  a  minor  management  commit- 
ment. 


10.  Action:     Closure  of  Lands 
Reference:     CFR  8364 

Temporary  closures  of  public  lands  to  public  use 
and  travel  may  be  made  to  protect  the  public  and 
assure  proper  resource  utilization,  conservation 
and  protection. 

11.  Action:     Designated  National  Area 
Reference:     CFR  8351 

Provides  procedures  for  management  of  lands 
administered  under  provisions  of  the  Wild  and 
Scenic  Rivers  Act  and  the  National  Trails  System 
Act. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  OF  ADVISORY  PANEL  AND  RATIONALE 

The  vnanimous  general  recommendation  frcm  the 
advisory  panel  has  four  main  components: 

1.  The  entire  WSA  should  be  designated  as  an 
Outstanding  Natural  Area. 

2.  A  core  area  within  the  WSA  should  be  recom- 
mended suitable  as  wilderness. 

3.  The  BLM  should  exercise  ORV  closure  author- 
ity and  other  means  to  protect  cultural  and 
paleontological  resources  outside  the  core 
wilderness  area. 

4.  A  management  plan  should  be  written  by  BLM 
for  the  Outstanding  Natural  Area. 

COMPONENT  1:     OUTSTANDING  NATURAL  AREA 

Specific  Recommendation 

The  entire  WSA  (319,594  acres)  deserves  both 
recognition  and  protection  as  an  Outstanding 
Ifetxjral  Area.  Emphasis  should  be  given  to 
protect,  through  whatever  means  available,  the 
naturalness  of  the  landscape  and  cultural  and 
paleontological  sites.  Authority  would  come 
under  43  CFR  8352  and  43  CFR  8342. 

Rationale 

This  designation  would  help  preserve  the  scenic 
qualities,  the  unique  landform  and  the  vast 
undeveloped  expanse  of  the  east  arm  of  the  Black 
Rock  Desert. 
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The  Black  Rock  Eesert  as  a  whole  is  widely 
recognized  as  a  unique  natural  environment 
worthy  of  special  recognition  and  management; 
the  WSA  represents  a  significant  portion  of  the 
Black  Rock  Eesert. 

The  development  and  use  of  the  WSA  should  be 
guided  to  protect  the  overwhelming  feeling  of 
isolation,  naturalness  and  vast  emptiness,  and 
also  the  special  natural  features  such  as  the 
Quinn  River,  the  playa  and  cultural  and  paleon- 
tological  resources. 

ORV  use  and  other  activities  (e.g.,  ranching) 
should  be  allowed  to  continue  if  they  don't 
impair  the  natural  character  of  the  area; 
controls  and  restrictions  should  only  be  applied 
where  use  jeopardizes  natural  values. 

This  designation  would  allow  BtM  to  be  more 
flexible  with  management  than  is  possible  under 
wilderness  designation  in  those  areas  of  the  WSA 
which  are  not  immediately  threatened  by  existing 
uses  or  resource  development. 

This  designation  would  ensure  local  control  of 
the  WSA. 

CCMTWENT  2:     WILDERNESS 

Specific  Recommendation 

The  BIM  should  designate  a  "core  area"  of  the 
WSA  as  wilderness;  boundaries  were  generally 
outlined  by  the  panel.,  to  be  finalized  by  BIM 
according  to  Bureau  policies  and  procedures. 
This  recommendation  represents  182,900  acres 
(58%  of  the  WSA).  The  area  should  be  managed 
according  to  the  Bureau's  Wilderness  Management 
Policy,  with  no  special  stipulations  or 
provisions . 

Rationale 

Wilderness  designation  of  this  "core  area" 
affords  the  most  appropriate  protection  for 
natural  values  and  special  features  in  this 
portion  of  the  WSA. 

This  designation  would  ensure  maximum  protection 
for  known  paleontological  and  cultural  sites, 
including  many  sites  which  are  heavily  impacted 
by  CRV  recreationists. 


This  designation  would  ensure  maximum  protection 
for  the  Quinn  River,  Jackson  and  Leonard  Creek 
Sloughs. 

Moving  the  proposed  wilderness  boundary  away 
from  the  WSA  boundary  would  eliminate  or  reduce 
potential  conflicts  with  ranching  and  ORV 
recreation  which  are  not  currently  jeopardizing 
the  natural  character  of  the  WSA. 

Although  the  proposed  boundary  will  be  difficult 
for  BIM  to  manage,  the  resource  benefits  and  the 
high  probability  of  voluntary  compliance  will 
ameliorate  this  concern. 

Although  recreational  ORV  use  would  be  reduced 
by  this  option,  indications  are  that  the  primary 
use  of  ORVs  in  this  area  is  in  connection  with 
the  unauthorized  collection  of  cultural  and 
paleontological  resources.  Furthermore,  the 
majority  of  the  Black  Rock  Eesert,  including 
those  areas  most  used  by  ORVs,  would  remain  open 
to  vehicles. 

Other  resource  conflicts,  including  oil  and  gas 
development,  geothermal  and  other  mineral 
resources  were  not  recognized  as  a  significant 
deterrent  to  wilderness  designation  in  this 
portion  of  the  WSA. 


COMPONENT  3:  ORV  EESTGNATTONS 


Recommendation 

Close  or  otherwise  limit  portions  of  the  Out- 
standing Natural  Area  to  vehicular  use  should 
this  use  significantly  detract  from  or  degrade 
natural  values,  particularly  cultural  and 
paleontological  resources.  Authority  would  come 
under  43  CFR  8342  and  be  applied  on  a  case-by- 
case,  as-needed  basis. 


Rationale 


The  136,964  acres  of  the  WSA  outside  the  propos- 
ed "core"  wilderness  area  includes  areas  known 
to  contain  significant  cultural  and  paleontolog- 
ical resources;  this  recommendation  allows  BLM 
managanent  flexibility  to  reduce  future  impacts 
should  it  be  necessary. 
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ELM  should  ensure  that  CRV  restrictions  are 
strictly  commensurate  with  resource  conflicts  to 
protect  the  integrity  of  the  Outstanding  Natural 
Area. 

COMPONENT  4:  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

Recommendation 

The  BLM  should  develop,  within  reasonable  time, 
an  Outstanding  Natural  Area  plan  which 
promulgates  goals,  stipulations  and  contingency 
management  strategies  consistent  with  the  panel 
recommendation  in  Component  1  and  established 
BLM  guidelines,  policies  and  procedures. 
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Appendix  Table  A-l 

Metallic  Mineral  Potential 

Acreage  For  Each  WSA 

Ihder  All  WUdemesB,  Wilderness  Emphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 

Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WHJERNESS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Potential  Level 

High 

Moderate 

High 

Moderate 

High  . 

Moderate 

WSA  Name/ 

Acreage 

Acres/  1 
X 

Acres/  1 
X 

Acres/  2 
X 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

High  Rock  Lake 

61,902 

0 

26,200 
42% 

0 

22,200 
85% 

0 

7,200 
27% 

Poodle  Maintain 

142,050 

0 

28,300 
20% 

0 

24,100 
85% 

*NS 

*N5 

Fox  Range 

75,404 

9,800 
13% 

25,600 
34% 

7,700 
79% 

15,800 
62% 

*NS 

*NS 

Pole  Creek 

12, 969 

3,400 
26% 

9,569 

74% 

2,800 
82% 

8,000 
84% 

*N3 

*NS 

Calico  Maintains 

67,647 

6,100 
9% 

9,500 
14% 

5,500 
90% 

8,700 
92% 

*N3 

*NS 

Augusta  Maintain 

i 
89,372 

0 

37,400 
42% 

0 

8,800 
24% 

*NS 

*NS 

Selenlte  Maintains 

32,041 

0 

14,400 
45% 

*NS 

*NS 

*N3 

*NS 

Mamt  Unto 

23,702 

0 

8,500 

36% 

0 

5,100 
60% 

0 

4,950 
58% 

China  Maintain 

10,358 

5,500 
53% 

0 

5,200 
95% 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Tobin  Range 

13,107 

2,200 
17% 

5,200 
40% 

*N3 

*NS 

*N3 

*NS 

Blue  Lakes 

20,508 

0 

8,100 
39% 

0 

5,600 
69% 

0 

5,600 
69% 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0 

200 
4% 

0 

200 
100% 

*N3 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Maintains 
60,211 

11,500 
19% 

47,300 
79% 

2,300 
20% 

16,300 
34% 

100 
1% 

9,100 
19% 

Narth  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

10,300 
39% 

13,100 
50% 

2,400 
23% 

6,700 
51% 

*N3 

*N3 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

0 

41,500 
13% 

0 

41,500 
100% 

0 

5,000 
12% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

0 

13,400 
23% 

0 

0 

0 

6,600 
49% 

Narth  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

0 

13,300 
43% 

0 

3,700 
28% 

*N3 

*N3 

forth  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TODUS               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  all  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

48,800 
4% 

301,569 

27% 

25,900 
53% 

173,300 

58% 

100 

<1% 

38,450 
13% 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  potential  (the  All  Wilderness  figures) . 
*NS  Nat  Suitable — area  recaimended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Winnemucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  land  Management,  Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-2 
Nsnraetalllc  Mineral  Potential 
Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Under  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Bnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
Winnamjcca  District,  Bureai  of  land  Management 


ALTERATIVES 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Potential  Level 

High 

Moderate 

High 

Moderate 

High 

Moderate 

WSA  time/ 

Acreage 

Acres/  1 
% 

Acres/  1 
% 

Acres/  2 
X 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

High  Rock  Late 

61,902 

18,900 
31% 

43,4% 
70% 

16,200 
86% 

38,200 
88% 

0 

14,000 
32% 

Rxodle  Mountain 

142,050 

20,000 
14% 

122,000 
86% 

18,300 
91% 

69,600 
57% 

*NS 

*N3 

Fox  Range 

75,404 

0 

0 

0 

0 

;:iSS 

*NS 

Pole  Creek 

12,969 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*NS 

*N3 

Calico  Maintains 

67,647 

1,000 
1% 

66,600 

98% 

600 
60% 

58,200 
87% 

*N3 

*N3 

Augusta  Mountain 

89,372 

0 

89,372 
100% 

0 

12,800 
14% 

*ffi 

*NS 

Selenite  Mountains 

32,041 

0 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

*N3 

*NS 

Mount  IMo 

23,702 

0 

19,300 
81% 

0 

12,900 
67% 

0 

12,750 
66% 

China  Mountain 

10,358 

0 

10,358 
100% 

0 

8,900 
86% 

*N3 

*N3 

Tbbin  Range 

13,107 

3,700 
28% 

9,400 
72% 

*N3 

*N3 

*N3 

*N3 

Blue  Lakes 

20,508 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*N3 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Mountains 
60,211 

11,700 
19% 

15,800 
26% 

3,500 
30% 

6,300 
40% 

900 
8% 

1,700 
11% 

forth  Jackaon  Mountains 
26,457 

4,100 
15% 

6,000 
23% 

200 

5% 

4,700 
78% 

*NS 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

0 

295,900 
93% 

0 

294,000 
99% 

0 
0 

182,400 
63% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

0 

13,800 
24% 

0 

8,000 
58% 

8,000 
58% 

North  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Huaboldt  69,683 

0 

7,050 
1C% 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS  1,118,467        59,400      699,076       38,800      513,600  900      218,850 

Total  %  of  All  WSAs 

Under  Each  Alternative 5%  63%  65%  74%  2%  31% 


1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage . 

2  Itercentage  of  total  potential  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 
*NS  Not  Suitable — area  reconmended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Winnsnucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  land  Management,  WLnnemucca,  tfevada . 
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Appendix  "Cable  A-3 

Geothermal  Potential 

Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Under  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Hnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
WLnnamr.ca  DLstrlct,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


alternatives 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Potential  level 

High 

Moderate 

High 

Moderate 

Higi 

Moderate 

WSA  Name/ 

Acreage 

Acres/  1 
% 

Acres/  1 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

Acres/  2 
% 

High  Bock  Lake 

61,902 

18,800 
30% 

6,300 
10% 

14,200 
76% 

5,500 
87% 

6,800 
36% 

0 

Poodle  Maintain 

142,050 

0 

24,600 
17% 

0 

18,700 
76% 

*NS 

*I6 

Fox  Range 

75,404 

14,000 
19% 

11,800 
16% 

0 

2,400 
20% 

*NS 

*I6 

"Pole  Creek 

12,969 

0 

3,700 
29% 

0 

1,700 
46% 

*N3 

*N3 

Calico  Maintains 

67,647 

25,900 
38% 

6,500 
10% 

21,800 
84% 

5,900 
91% 

*NS 

*I6 

Augusta  Maintair 

i 
89,372 

31,000 
35% 

21,300 
24% 

2,200 
7% 

0 

*NS 

*tC 

Selenite  Maintains 

32,041 

8,400 
26% 

9,500 
30% 

*N3 

*ffi 

*NB 

*N3 

Maunt  Ididao 

23,702 

0 

6,400 
27% 

0 

1,400 
22% 

0 

1,250 
20% 

China  Maintain 

10,358 

0 

2,000 
19% 

0 

600 

30% 

*16 

*NS 

Tobin  Range 

13,107 

0 

5,100 

39% 

*N3 

*N5 

*NS 

*ie 

KLue  Lakes 

20,508 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*m 

*16 

South  Jackson  Maintains 
60,211 

0 

24,300 
40% 

0 

3,500 
14% 

0 

900 
4% 

North  Jackson  Maintains 
26,457 

0 

7,100 
27% 

0 

1,500 
21% 

*IB 

*H6 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

62,500 
20% 

154,600 
48% 

62,500 
100% 

152,700 
99% 

12,700 
20% 

68,900 
45% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

19,200 

33% 

10,700 
19% 

10,000 
52% 

0 

10,000 
52% 

0 

Narth  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

13,300 
43% 

0 

3,500 
26% 

0 

*NS 

*N5 

Narth  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 

0 

9,000 

13% 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

193,100 
17% 

302,900 
27% 

114,200 
59% 

193,900 
64% 

29,500 
15% 

71,050 
24% 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  potential  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 
*NS  Nat  Suitable — area  recommended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 


Source:    Winnemucca  District  Files,  Bureai  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca, 
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Appendix  liable  A-4 

Oil  and  Gas  Potential 

Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Ihder  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Bnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
WLnnemucca  Dl strict,  Bureai  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES  ALL  WTLEERN5SS  PREFERRED 

WTIJCEKNESS  EMPHASIS ALTERNATIVE 

Potential  Level High       Maderate     High       Maderate       High       Maderate 

WSA  Name/-                           Acres/  1    Acres/  1  Acres/  2    Acres/  2    Acres/  2    Acres/  2 
Acreage % % X _% % % 


High  Rock  Lake,  Poodle  Maintain,  Fax  Range,  Pole  Creek,  Calico  Maintains,  Selenite 

Maintains,  Mount  Linbo,  China  Maintain,  Tbbin  Range,  Blue  Lakes,  Alder  Creek,  forth  Black  Rock  Range, 

Narth  Fork  of  the  Little  Humboldt  have  low  potential  for  oil  and  gas. 


Augusta  Maintains 

89,372 

0 

31,000 
35% 

0 

2,200 
7% 

*N5 

**E 

South  Jackson  Maintains 
60,211 

0 

24,300 
40% 

0 

3,500 
14% 

0 

900 
4% 

Narth  Jackson  Maintains 
26,457 

0 

4,100 
15% 

0 

200 
5% 

*NS 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

0 

319,594 
100% 

0 

317,734 
99% 

0 

174,300 
55% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

0 

10,700 
19% 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
tinder  Each  Alternative 

0 
OK 

389,694 
35% 

0 

0% 

323,634 
83% 

0 
0% 

175,200 
45% 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  potential  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 
*NS  Nat  Suitable— area  recanaended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Wirmeoiucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  Land  Managenent,  Winnanucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-5 

Roads  and  Ways 

Mile^e  For  Each  WSA 

Under  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Emphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 

Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 

WSA  Name/ 

Acreage 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WLTJERNESS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Road  8/ 
% 

Ways/ 
% 

Roads/  1 
I 

Ways/  1 
% 

Roads/  1 
% 

Ways/  1 
% 

High  Pock  lake 

61,902 

2.3 

13.4 

0 

7.8/ 

58% 

0 

.9/ 
7% 

Poodle  Maintain 

142,050 

19.2 

76.9 

0 

23.0/ 

30% 

*NS 

*NS 

Fox  Range 

75,404 

8.5 

18.4 

0 

4.5/ 
24% 

*NS 

*NS 

Pole  Creek 

12,969 

0 

2.4 

0 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Calico  Mountains 

67,647 
89,372 

1.0 
16.5 

18.5 
4.4 

1.0/ 

100% 

0 

11.2/ 

61% 

1.5/ 

34% 

*NS 
*NS 

*NS 
*NS 

Augusta  Mountair 

Selenlte  Mountains 

32,041 

2.1 

9.8 

*NS 

*NS 

*NS 

*NS 

Mount  Limbo 

23,702 
10,358 

0 
0.2 

16.9 
1.8 

0 

3.9/ 
23% 

0 

3.9/ 
23% 

China  Mountain 

0 

1.1/ 
6L% 

*NS 

*NS 

Tohtn  Range 

13,107 

0 
2.3 

7.8 
10.8 

*NS 

1.6/ 
70% 

*NS 

*NS 

*NS 

Blue  lakes 

20,508 

9.6/ 
89% 

1.6/ 
70% 

9.6/ 
89% 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0.2 

1.0 

0.2/ 
100% 

1.0/ 
100% 

*NS 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Mountains 
60,211 

10.1 

19.4 

0 

3.3/ 
17% 

0 

0.1/ 
1% 

North  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

5.7 

6.8 

1.0/ 
18% 

0 

*«S 

*!S 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

0.3 

8.3 

0 

8.1/ 
98% 

0 

3.3 

40% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 
<.  Range 
30,791 

1.5 
1.9 

34.8 
3.8 
8.9 

0 

4.2/ 
12%% 

0 

4.2/ 
12% 

North  Black  Roc 

0 
0 

0.6/ 

15% 

*NS 

*NS 

North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Huriboldt  69,683 

7.7 

0.9/ 
10% 

0 

0.9/ 
10% 

TOTALS               1,118,467 

79.5 

264.1 

3.8 

80.7 

1.6 

22.9 

1      Percentage 
*kk  wm-  Suftahl 

of  total  roads  or  ways  (the  All  Wilderness  figures), 
e — area  recanmended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Winnemucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-6 
Approximate  Acres  Accessible  to  CRVs 
Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Under  All  Wilderness,   Wilderness  Hnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 

WSA  Name/ 

Acreage 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Acres/X 

Acres/% 

Acres/% 

High  Rock  lake 

61,902 

20,000/32% 

15,000/75% 

3,000/15% 

Ibodle  Mountain 

142,050 

44,000/31% 

10,000/23% 

*NS 

Fax  Range 

75,404 

13,000/17% 

1,000/  8% 

*NS 

Bale  Greek 

12, 969 

3,000/23% 

0 

*NS 

Calico  Mountains 

67,647 

26,000/38% 

22,000/85% 

*NS 

Augusta  Mountain 

89,372 

65,000/73% 

1,000/  2% 

**E 

Selenite  Maun tains 

32,041 

14,000/44% 

*NS 

*NS 

Mount  Umbo 

23,702 

8,000/34% 

1,000/12% 

1,000/12% 

China  Mountain 

10,358 

1,000/1  OK 

0 

*N3 

Tohin  Range 

13,107 

4,000/31% 

*NS 

*NS 

Blue  lakes 

20,508 

2,000/10% 

1,000/50% 

1,000/50% 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

1,000/19% 

1,000/100% 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Maintains 
60,211 

19,000/32% 

2,000/11% 

0 

lforth  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

5,000/19% 

0 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

287,000/90% 

285,000/99% 

172,000/66% 

Pahute  Iteak 

57,529 

17,000/30% 

3,000/18% 

3,000/18% 

North  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

9,000/29% 

1,000/11% 

*NS 

forth  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 

42,000/60% 

3,000/  7% 

3,000/  7% 

TUms               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

580,000 

52% 

346,000 

60% 

183,000 

32% 

1  Ftercentage  of  total  WSA  acreage . 

2  lercentage  of  total  acreage  accessible  to  0RV  use  (the  All  Wilderness  figures) . 
*NS  Not  Suitable— area  recannended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:     Wiimamxca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  land  Management,  Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  Ar7 

Private  Inholdings 

(Acreages  Itot  Included  in  W3A  Tbtals) 

Acreage  For  Each  VGA 

Under  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Bnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 

Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 


WSA  Name/ 


Acreage 


ALL 
WIIIERNESS 


Acres/% 


High  Rock  lake  a  560/<l%i 

61,902 

Poodle  Mountain  b3, 706/3% 

142,050 


Fox  Range 


75,404 


Pole  Creek 


12, 969 


Calico  Mountains 


67,647 


Augusta  Mountain 


89,372 


M>unt  Limbo 


China  Maintain 


23,702 


10,358 


Ibbin  Range 


13,107 


Blue  lakes 


20,508 


Alder  Creek 


5,142 


South  Jackson  fountains 
60,211 


North  Jackson  Maintains 
26,457 


Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 


forth  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 


North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 


TOTALS  1,118,467 

Total  %  of  All  WSte 
Under  Fach  Alternative 


400/  IX 


0 


Selenite  Mountains 

32,041 


167/  1% 
81/<1% 


80/  1% 
120/<O% 


40/<l% 


0 

80/07. 


681/  3% 
35/<l% 


80/0% 
715/  2% 


80/0% 


6,825 


1% 


WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 


Acres 


/* 


0 
1,146/31% 


160/40% 


*N3 
41/50% 


80/100% 


*NS 


0 

480/70% 


35/100% 


0 

433/61% 


2,375 


35% 


PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 


Acres 


■d 


*NS 


*N3 


*N3 


*N3 


*NS 


*N3 


41/50% 


*N3 


*N3 


*N3 


0 


*N3 
35A00% 


0 


*N3 


76 


<1% 


1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  private  inholdings  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 
*NS  Not  Suitable— area  recommended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness, 
a      Of  the  560  acres,  480  are  p.iblicly-owned  surface  but  privately-owned  minerals  (split  estate). 
b      Of  the  3,706  acres,  480  are  privately-owned  surface  and  publicly-owned  minerals. 

Source:    Winnemucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  land  Management,  Wimemucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-8 
Ihpatented  Mining  Gains 

Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Under  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Emphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
Winneniucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


i 

ALTERNATIVES 

WSA  Name/ 

Acreag* 

ALL 
WILDERNESS 

WTLTERNSSS 
EMPHASIS 

PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 

Acres/% 

Acres/% 

Acres/% 

High  Rock  lake 

61,902 

600/<l% 

500/83% 

120/20% 

Poodle  Mountain 

142,050 

1,400/<1% 

1,400/100% 

*NS 

Fox  Range 

75,404 

2,100/  3% 

130/6% 

*NS 

Pole  Creek 

12,969 

100/<1% 

100/100% 

*NS 

Calico  Mountains 

67,647 

1,940/  3% 

1,940/100% 

*NS 

Augusta  Mountalr 

i 
89,372 

2,000/  2% 

0 

*NS 

Selenite  Mountains 

32,041 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Mount  limbo 

23,702 

0 

0 

0 

China  Mountain 

10,358 

500/  5% 

500/100% 

*NS 

Tbbdn  Range 

13,107 

500/  4% 

*NS 

*?S 

Blue  lakes 

20,508 

860/  4% 

380/44% 

380/44% 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

20/<l% 

20/100% 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Mountains 
60,211 

900/  1% 

400/45% 

100/11% 

North  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

500/  2% 

300/60% 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Desert 

319,594 

900/<l% 

200/26% 

0 

Bahute  Peak 

57,529 

800/  1% 

600/75% 

600/75% 

North  Black  Rock 

Range 
30,791 

0 

0 

*NS 

North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Binboldt  69,683 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

13,120 

13? 

6,470 

49% 

1,200/ 

10% 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  mining  claim  acreage  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 
*NS  Not  Suitable— area  reccmraended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Winnemucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  land  Management,  Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-9 

Geothernsil  Leases 

Acreage  For  Each  WSA 

thder  All  Wilderness,    Wilderness  Bophasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 

Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  lard  Wan^>ement 

ALTERNATIVES 


WSAName/ 


Acreage 


ALL 
WILEERNESS 


WTUERNESS 
EMPHASIS 


Acres/% 


Acres/% 


PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 


Acres/% 


High  Rock  Lake 

61,902 

0 

0 

0 

Poodle  Mountain 

142,050 

0 

0 

*NS 

Fax  Range 

75,404 

867/  1% 

867/100% 

*f$ 

Pole  Greek 

12, 969 

0 

0 

*NS 

Calico  Mountains 

67,647 

369/  1% 

119/32% 

~r5 

Augusta  Mountain 

89,372 

18,101/20% 

215/  1% 

*NS 

Selenite  Mountains 

32,041 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Mount  Limbo 

23,702 

0 

0 

0 

China  Mountain 

10,358 

0 

0 

*NS 

Tobin  Rarge 

13,107 

5,125/39% 

*NS 

*NS 

Blue  Lakes 

20,508 

0 

0 

0 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0 

0 

*NS 

South  Jackson  Mountains 
60,211 

0 

0 

0 

Iforth  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

0 

0 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Eesert 

319,594 

26,853/  8% 
(11,600)3 

26,853/100% 
(11,600)3 

15,007/56% 
(ll.OOO)3 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

0 

0 

0 

Narth  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

0 

0 

*J& 

Narth  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS                1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

51,315 

5% 
(11.600)3 

28,054 

55% 
(11.600)3 

15,007 

29% 
(11,000)3 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  lease  acreage  (the  All  Wilderness  figures). 

3  Pre-FLPMA  leases. 

*NS  Ifot  Suitable — area  recommended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 

Source:    Winnemucca  Iftstrict  Files,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Winnemucca,  Jfevada- 
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Appendix  liable  A-10 

Oil  and  Gas  leases 
Acreage  For  Each  WSA 
Ibder  All  Wilderness,  Wilderness  Bnphasis  and  Preferred  Alternatives 
Winnemucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 


WSAtene/ 


Acreage 


ALL 

WILDERNESS 


WTUERNESS 
EMPHASIS 


Acres/% 


Acres/% 


PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 


Acres/% 


High  Rock  Lake 

61,902 

5,935/10K 

5,935/100% 

0 

Poodle  Mxmtain 

1A2.050 

0 

0 

*NS 

Fax  Range 

75,404 

2,267/  3% 

1,298/57% 

*NS 

Pole  Creek 

12,969 

0 

0 

*NS 

Calico  Maintains 

67,647 

271/<1% 

271/100% 

*NS 

Augusta  Mountain 

89,372 

44,266/50% 

2,875/  6% 

*NS 

Selenite  Mountains 

32,041 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Mount  Umbo 

23,702 

0 

0 

0 

China  Mountain 

10,358 

232/  2% 

0 

*NS 

Tobin  Range 

13,107 

0 

*NS 

*NS 

Blue  Lakes 

20,508 

0 

0 

0 

Alder  Creek 

5,142 

0 

0 

0 

South  Jackson  Mountains 
60,211 

5,332/  9% 

815/15% 

0 

North  Jackson  Mountains 
26,457 

3,696/14% 

524/14% 

*NS 

Black  Rock  Lesert 

319,594 

204,919/64% 

203,531/99% 

142,050/69% 

Pahute  Peak 

57,529 

10,334/18% 

461/  4% 

461/  4% 

North  Black  Rock  Range 
30,791 

0 

0 

*NS 

North  Fork  of  the 
Little  Humboldt  69,683 

498/  1% 

0 

0 

TOTALS               1,118,467 
Total  %  of  All  WSAs 
Under  Each  Alternative 

277,750 

25% 

215,710 

78% 

142,511 

51% 

1  Percentage  of  total  WSA  acreage. 

2  Percentage  of  total  lease  acreage  (the  All  Wilderness  figures) . 
*NS  NDt  Suitable— area  recommended  as  unsuitable  for  wilderness. 


Source:    WLnnenucca  District  Files,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  WLnnenucca,  Nevada. 
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Appendix  Table  A-ll 

Energy  and  Mineral  Threshold  levels  Affected  By  Wilderness  Alternati\ie8 

Winnenucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 


ALL 
WTLEERNESS 


WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 


PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 


Threshold  Level 


High   Moderate    High   Moderate   High   Moderate 


Oil/Gas 


Acres 
Percent 


(%  OF  WSA  LAND3»%  OF  ALL  WILDERNESS  FIGURES) 

0      389,694  0      323,634  0      175,200 


m 


35% 


OK 


29% 


m, 


45% 


Acres        193,100      302,900       114,200      193,900        29,500       71,050 


Geothermal 


Percent 


17% 


27% 


59%  64% 


15% 


24% 


Metallic  Acres         48,800      301,569        25,900      173,300  100       38,450 

Minerals 

Percent  4%  27%  53%  58%  <1%  13% 


NoiiDetallic      Acres         59,400      699,076        38,800      513,600  900      218,850 

Minerals 

Percent  5%  63%  65%  74%  2%  31% 


Source:    Wilderness  Technical  Report  (1983). 


Appendix  Table  A-12 

Energy  and  Mineral  Holdings  Affected  By  Wilderness  Alternatives 

Winneraucca  District,  Bureau  of  land  Management 


ALTERNATIVES 


ALL 
WILDERNESS 


WILDERNESS 
EMPHASIS 


PREFERRED 
ALTERNATIVE 


Oil/Gas 
Leases 


(%  OF  WSA  IANDS,%  OF  ALL  WILIERNESS  FIGURES) 
Axes  277,750  215,710  142,511 


Percent 


25% 


78% 


51% 


Geothermal 
Leases 


Acres 


Percent 


51,315 
(11.600)1 

5% 


28,054 
(11.600)1 

55% 


15,007 
(11.000)1 

29% 


Unpatented        Acres  13,120 

Mining 

Claims  Percent  1% 


6,470 
49% 


1,200 
10% 


Threshold  level  significantly  Impacted  by  wilderness— one  mining  claimant  or  one  mineral  lessee— 
anything  greater  than  0%. 


1    Pre-FLPMA  leases. 


Source:    Wilderness  Technical  Report  (1983). 
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Appendix  Table  A-14 

Manmade  Features  Within  the  WSAs 

Winneraucca  District,  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Manmade  features  within  the  WSAs  were  compiled  by  (1)  consultation  with 
appropriate  URA  overlays  (primarily  range),  (2)  map  and  field  checks 
(primarily  for  roads,  ways,  and  mining  areas),  and  (3)  public  input  during 
the  Wilderness  Inventory  and  Wilderness  Study  processes,  and  represents  the 
best  available  data. 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  WSA  (007) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Southeast  portion 


West-central  portion 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Reservoirs 
1 

T.  37 
Sec. 

N.,  R.  25  E 
8  SENW 

Pipelines 
1 

T.  38 
Sec. 
29 

N.,  R.  24  E 
17,  18,  20, 

Water  troughs 
1 

T.  38 

N. ,  R.  24  E 

West-central    portion 
Sec.    18   NWNE 
2  T.    38  N. ,    R.    24  E.  West-central    portion 

Sec.    18   SENE 

Developed   Springs 

1  T.    38  N.  ,    R.    24  E.  Southwest    portion 

Sec.    28   NW 

2  T.  38  N.,  R.  24  E.     Southwest  portion 

Sec.  28  NWNW 

Fences 

1  T.  39  N.,  R.  25  E.     Northeast  portion       1.5  miles 

Sec.  18,  19 

2  T.    38   N.,    R.    24  West-central    portion  1  mile 

Sec.    17,    18 

3  T.  38  N. ,  R.  24  E.    West-central  portion    6  miles 

Sec.  4,  9,  16,  20, 
28,  29,  33 

T.  37  N. ,  R.  24  E. 

Sec .  4,  3,  14,  23 


Leads  from  southwest     3.5  miles 
boundary 

Leads  from  southwest 

boundary  .4  mile 

Leads  from  southeast 

boundary  .5  mile 


Vehicle 

Ways 

W-l 

T.  38  N. ,  R.  24  E. 
Sec.  22,  27,  33, 
and  34 

W-2 

T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E. 
Sec.  3  and  10 

W-3 

T.  37  N.,  R.  25  E. 
Sec.  21 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  HIGH  ROCK  LAKE  WSA  (007) 

(continued) 

Location  Within  WSA 


Extends  from 
cherrystem  road 

Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 


Leads  from  northwest 

boundary 
Leads  from  W-8 

Leads  from  northeast 

boundary 
Leads  from  southeast 

boundary 
Extends  from 

cherrystem  road 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Vehicle 

Ways 

W-4 

T.  37 
Sec. 

N.  ,  R. 
8 

25  E. 

W-6 

T.  38 

N.  ,  R. 

25  E. 

Sec. 

28  and 

29 

W-7 

T.  39 
Sec. 

N.  ,  R. 
30 

25  E. 

T.  39 

N.  ,  R. 

24  E. 

Sec. 

25 

W-8 

T.  40 

N.  ,  R. 

24  E. 

Sec. 

34  and 

35 

W-8a 

T.  39 
Sec . 

N.  ,  R. 
2 

24  E. 

W-9 

T.  40 

N.  ,  R. 

24  E. 

Sec. 

34  &  35 

W-10 

T.  37 
Sec. 

N.  ,  R. 
8  &  9 

25  E. 

W-ll 

T.  37 
Sec. 

N.  ,  R. 
7 

25  E. 

T.  37 

N.  ,  R. 

24  E. 

Sec. 

12 

Cherrys 

tem  Roads 

R-5 

T.  37 

N.  ,  R. 

25  E. 

R-8 


Sec.  8  &  9 
T.  38  N. ,  R.  24  E, 
Sec.  28 


Leads  from  southeast 

boundary 
Leads  from  western 

boundary 


***** 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

Location  Within  WSA 

Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Northwest  border 
Northwest  border 
Northern  portion 
North-central  portion 
North-central  portion 
West-central    portion 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Developed  Springs 

1 

T.  35 

N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec . 

35  SENW 

2 

T.  35 

N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec. 

35  NWSE 

3 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec. 

18  NESE 

4 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec. 

19  SWSE 

5 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec. 

10  NESW 

6 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec. 

17  SENW 

7 

T.  34 

N.  ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec. 

29  NWNE 

8 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec . 

29  NWNE 

Length 

.2  mile 
1.6  miles 
1.4  miles 

1. 3  miles 
.6  mile 
1.6  miles 
1  mile 
1. 3  miles 


1. 8  miles 
0.5  mile 


Length 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 


Feature 


Developed  Springs 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


Water  Troughs 
1 


Pipelines 
1 


Reservoirs 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 


Legal  Description 


T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  27  NWSE 
T.  33  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6  NWNW 
T.  35  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  33  NWSW 
T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  9  NESW 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  15  NENE 
T.  32  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  33  SWNW 


T.  35  N. ,  R.  20  E. 
Sec.  29 


T.  35  N. ,  R.  20  E. 
Sec.  28  &  29 


T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  2  NENE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6  NENE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6  NESW 
T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  7  NWNE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  17  SWSE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  29  NWNE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  24  SWSW 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  29  SESE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  25  SESE 
T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  34  NESE 
T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  35  SWSW 
T.  33  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  5  SENE 
T.  35  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  33  NWSW 


Location  Within  WSA 

North-central  portion 
Central  portion 
Northeast  border 
Northeast  corner 
Northeast  portion 
Southwest  portion 

Northwest  corner 

Northwest  corner 

North-central    portion 
North-central    border 
North-central   border 
Northwest   border 
Northwest   portion 
North-central   portion 
North-central   portion 
West-central   portion 
North-central    portion 
Central    portion 
Central   portion 
Central    portion 
Northeast   corner 


Length 


.5  mile 
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Feature 

Reservoirs 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 


bences 
1 


3 
4 
5 

6 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Northeast  corner 
Northeast  corner 
Northeast  corner 
Northeast  corner 
Northeast  corner 
Northeast  corner 
North-central  portion 
North-central  portion 
Central  portion 
Central  portion 


T.  34 

N. ,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec . 

4  NESW 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

3  NENE 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

2  SWNE 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

3  NWSE 

T.  34 

N.  ,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

10  SWSW 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

9  NESW 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec . 

25  NWNW 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec . 

25  NWNW 

T.  33 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

17  SWNW 

T.  33 

N. ,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

19  NESW 

T.  35 

N. ,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

23,  26,  35 

T.  34 

N. ,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

6 

T.  35 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

32,  33,  34,  35 

and  36 

T.  35 

N.,  R.  21 

E. 

Sec. 

31 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

33  and  34 

T.  33 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

2  and  3 

T.  32 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

6,  7,  8 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  19 

E. 

Sec . 

24  and  2  5 

T.  34 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

30  and  31 

T.  33 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

5,  9,  16, 

21, 

22, 

27,  33,  34 

T.  32 

N.,  R.  20 

E. 

Sec. 

4,  9,  16, 

21, 

and 

29 

Northern  border 
Northwest  corner 
Northern  portion 

North-central  border 
Central  portion 
Central  portion 
Southwest  border 
West  half 


1. 5  miles 
5.  75  miles 


1.2  miles 
1.7  miles 
2  miles 
15  miles 
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Feature 

Corrals 
1 


Study  Plot 
1 


Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 

W-2 

W-2a 

W-2b 

W-3 

U-3a 

W-3b 

W-4 

W-4a 

W-5 

W-5a 

W-6 

W-6a 

W-7 

W-7a 

W-7b 
W-8 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E.     Northern  border 

Sec.  21  SWSW 
T.  32  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Southwest  border 

Sec.  6  NESW 


Northeast  border 

Southeast  corner  1  mile 

East-central  portion  3.2  miles 

East-central  portion  .4  mile 

East-central  portion  1.1  miles 

Eastern  boundary  1.4  miles 

Eastern  boundary  .3  mile 

Eastern  boundary  .9  mile 

Northeast  boundary  1.1  miles 

Northeast  boundary  1  mile 

Northeast  boundary  .5  mile 

Northeast  boundary  .2  mile 

North-central  portion  1  mile 

North-central  portion  .3  mile 

North-central  portion  1.8  miles 

North-central  portion  .7  mile 

North-central  portion  1  mile 

North-central  portion  1.9  miles 


T.  34 

N., 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

12 

NW 

T.  33 

N. , 

R. 

22  E. 

Sec. 

20 

and 

21 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21 

Sec. 

26, 

27 

,  28 

T.  34 

N. , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

26 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

34 

and 

35 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

13 

and 

24 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

13 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

13 

and 

24 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec . 

3 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

3  and 

10 

T.  35 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

33 

T.  35 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

33 

T.  34 

N. , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

18 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec . 

18 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

20  E. 

Sec . 

24 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

17, 

18 

19 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

20  E. 

Sec. 

24 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec 

19 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

21  E. 

Sec. 

17, 

20 

T.  34 

N.  , 

R. 

20  E. 

Sec. 

13, 

24 

25 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 

Feature  Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-9  T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         4.9  miles 

Sec.  25 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  30,  31 

T.  33  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6 

W-9a  T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E.     Central  portion         .7  mile 

Sec.  30,  31 

W-9b  T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         .7  mile 

Sec.  25 

W-10  T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         1.6  miles 

Sec.  36 

W-ll  T.  33  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         3.8  miles 

Sec.  1,  2,  12 

T.  33  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  7,  18 

W-lla  T.  33  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         .6  mile 

Sec .  2 

W-12  T.  33  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         3.0  miles 

Sec.  12,  13,  24 

W-13  T.  33  N.,  R.  20  E.    Central  portion         .6  mile 

Sec.  14 

W-14  T.  33  N. ,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         1  mile 

Sec.  15,  22 

W-15  T.  33  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         3.8  miles 

Sec.  3,  4,  9,  10, 

15,  16 

W-16  T.  33  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         1  mile 

Sec .  2 

T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  34 

W-17  T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion         1.8  miles 

Sec.  26,  23,  22 

W-17a  T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E.     Central  portion        .2  mile 

Sec.  26 
W-17b  T.  34   N.,  R.  20  E.    Central  portion        .7  mile 

Sec.  26 

W-18  T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E.     North-central  2.4  miles 

Sec .  6  boundary 

T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  1 

T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.    36 

W-18a  T.    34   N. ,  R.    21   E.  North-central   boundary      .4  mile 

Sec.    6 

W-19  T.    35   N.,  R.    20  E.  North-central   boundary      1.4  mile 

Sec.    25,  26,    35 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 

Location  Within  WSA  Length 

North-central  boundary  . 1  mile 

North-central  boundary  .8  mile 

Northwest  boundary  .9  mile 

Northwest  boundary  1.2  miles 

Western  boundary  2.2  miles 

Western  boundary  .5  mile 

Western  boundary  .2  mile 

Western  boundary  .4  mile 

Western  boundary  .4  mile 


Western  boundary  .9  miles 

Western  boundary  2.8  miles 

Western  boundary  1.2  miles 

Southwest  boundary  .8  mile 

Southwest  boundary  3.1  miles 

Southwest  boundary  6.3  miles 

Southern  boundary  1.1  miles 

Southern  boundary  .2  mile 

Southern  boundary  .4  mile 

Southern  boundary  .2  mile 

Southwest  boundary  .5  mile 

Southwest  boundary  .4  mile 

Eastern  boundary  1.2  miles 


Feature 

Legal  Description 

W-19a 

T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  25 

W-20 

T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  25,  26 

W-21 

T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  28 

W-22 

T.  35  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  31,  32 

W-23 

T.  34  N.,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  1,  12,  13, 

24 

W-2  3a 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  7 

W-2  3b 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  7 

W-2  3c 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  7 

W-2  3d 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  13 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-2  4 

T.  33  N.,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  4,  10 

W-2  5 

T.  33  N. ,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  15,  14,  13 

W-2  6 

T.  33  N. ,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  24 

W-2  7 

T.  33  N.,  R.  19  E. 

Sec.  25,  36 

W-2  8 

T.  32  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  4,  5,  7,  8 

W-2  9 

T.  32  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  14,  22,  23,  2 

26,  27,  34,  35,  36 

W-30 

T.  32  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  33,  34 

W-30a 

T.  32  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  34 

W-31 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  30 

W-31a 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  29 

W-32 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  17 

W-32a 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  17 

W-33 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  3 

T.  33  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  34 
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Feature 
W-33a 

W-33b 

W-34 

W-35 

W-36 

W-37 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  POODLE  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (012) 

(Continued) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA 


T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  3 
T.  33  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  34 
T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  3 
T.  33  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  34,  35 
T.  33  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  23,  24 
T.  33  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  23,  24 
T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6 
T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  1 


W-38 

T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  7 

W-38a 

T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  7 

Cherrystera  Roads 

R-6 

T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6,  7 

T.  34  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  13,  24,  26, 

35 

T.  33  N.,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  2 

R-6a 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  6 

R-7 

T.  34  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  29,  30 

T.  34  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  25 

R-7a 

T.  34  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  30 

R-8 

T.  32  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  9 

R-9 

T.  32  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  17 

R-10 

T.  34  N.  ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  6,  7,  8 

R-ll 

T.  35  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  34 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  3,  4,  9 

R-lla 

T.  34  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  4 

Length 

Eastern  boundary  .5  mile 

Eastern  boundary  .1  mile 

Eastern  boundary  .4  mile 

Eastern  boundary  1.6  miles 

Eastern  boundary  .7  mile 

North-central  boundary  .4  mile 

North-central  boundary  .8  mile 

North-central  boundary  .2  mile 

North-central  portion  8.3  miles 


Northern  boundary       .5  mile 
East-central  portion    3.6  miles 


Eastern  boundary  .4  mile 

Southeast  boundary  .4  mile 

Southeast  boundary  .6  mile 

Northwest  boundary  2  miles 

Northeast  corner  3  miles 

Northeast  corner  .4  mile 


***** 
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Feature 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE 
Legal  Description 


Developed  Springs 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


Reservoirs 

1 


Corrals 
1 


Study  Plots 
1 

2 


Fences 
1 


Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 

W-2 

W-2a 

W-3 

W-3a 

W-3b 

W-4 

W-5 


T.  29  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  11  NESE 
T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  19  NESW 
T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  36  SWSW 
T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  3  SENE 
T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  29  NENE 
T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  19  NESE 


T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 
Sec.  30  NWNW 


T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  29  SESE 
T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  33  NENW 


T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  14  SESW 
T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  32  SWNE 


T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 
Sees.  33  &  34 


T.  32  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  35 
T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  15 
T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  15 
T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  16 
T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  16 
T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  20 
T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  1,  2 
T.  30  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  14,  15,  23, 

24 


FOX  RANGE  WSA  (014) 
Location  Within  WSA 

Southwest  border 
Southern  boundary 
Southwest  portion 
Southwest  portion 
Central  portion 
Central  portion 

Central  portion 

Southwest  border 
Southwest  border 

Southeast  corner 
Southeast  portion 

Southeast  portion 


Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 

Leads  from  cherry- 
stera  portion 

Leads  from  cherry- 
stem  portion 

Leads  from  cherry- 
stem  porion 

Leads  from  eastern 

boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 

boundary 


Length 


1.5  miles 

.4  mile 
.4  mile 
.2  mile 
.7  mile 
.3  mile 
.2  mile 
.6  mile 
1.8  miles 
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Feature 

Vehicle  Ways 
W-6 

W-7 


W-8 

W-9 

W-9a 

W-13 

W-13a 

W-14 

W14a 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  FOX  RANGE  WSA  (014) 
(Continued) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


T.  29  N. ,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  4,  5 

T.  30  N. ,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  18,  19,  29, 

30 

T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  7,  8 

T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  35,  37 

T.  29  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  26,  27,  35 

T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  4,  9,  10 

T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  4 

T.  31  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  13,  23,  24 

T.  31  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  24 

T.  31  N.,  R.  22  E. 

Sec.  19,  30 


Leads  from  eastern      1.8  miles 

boundary 
Extends  from  cherry-    2.3  miles 

stem  road 

Extends  from  cherry-     .8  mile 

stern  road 
Leads  from  southwest     1.4  miles 
boundary 
Leads  from  southeast    2.1  miles 

boundary 
Leads  from  western      1.6  miles 

boundary 
Leads  from  western      .3  mile 

boundary 
Leads  from  western      1.6  miles 

boundary 
Leads  from  W14  1.9  miles 


Cherrystera 

Roads 

R-7 

T.  29 

N., 

R.  22  E. 

Sec. 

8, 

9,  10, 

11 

R-7a 

T.  29 
Sec. 

N., 
16 

R.  22  E. 

R-8 

T.  31 

N., 

R.  22  E. 

Sec. 

16, 

22 

R-9 

T.  30 

N., 

R.  22  E. 

Sec . 

29, 

32,  33, 

34 

Developed 

Springs 

1 

T.  29 

N., 

R.  21  E. 

Fences 

1 


Sec.  8  SWSW 
T.  29  N.,  R.  21  E. 
Sec.  24  SENW 


T.  30  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  29,  33 
T.  29  N.,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  2,  3,  11,  12 

13,  24 


Leads  from  eastern      3.3  miles 
boundary 

Extends  from  R-7        .6  mile 

Leads  from  eastern      1.6  miles 

boundary 
Leads  from  eastern      3  miles 

boundary 


Southwest  portion 
Southeast  corner 

North  and  east  half     7  miles 
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Feature 

Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 


W-2 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  FOX  RANGE  WSA  (014) 
(Continued) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Leads  from  western 
boundary 


T.  29  N. ,  R.  20  E. 

Sec.  12 
T.  29  N. ,  R.  21  E. 

Sec.  7,  8 
T.  30  N. ,  R.  21  E.     Leads  from  western 

Sec.  29  boundary 

ft  a  *  *  A 


1.7  miles 


.7  mile 


Feature 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE 
Legal  Description 


Developed  Springs 

1  T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  9  SESE 

2  T.  37  N. ,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  23  SESE 

3  T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  24  SESE 

4  T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  8  SWSE 

5  T.  37  N. ,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  17  NESW 

6  T.  37  N. ,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  16  NESW 

7  T.  36  N. ,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  1  NWNE 

8  T.  36  N. ,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  5  SENW 

9  T.  36  N. ,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  5  SWSW 
10  T.  36  N. ,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  18  SENE 


Reservoirs 
1 


Corrals 

1 


Pipelines 

1 


T.  36  N. ,  R.  25  E, 

Sec.  9  NWNW 
T.  37  N. ,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  29  NENE 


T.  37  E.,  R.  24  E, 
Sec.  16  NWSE 


T.  36  N.,  R.  25  E. 
Sec.  9 


CALICO  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (019) 
Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Northern  portion 
Central  portion 
East-central  border 
East-central  border 
East-central  border 

East-central  portion 
Northeast  corner 

Northern  portion 


East-central  border 


.4  mile 
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i 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  CALICO  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (019) 

(Continued) 
Feature         Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Water  troughs 
1 


T.  36  N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  9  NWNW 
T.  36  N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  9  NWNE 


East-central  border 
East-central  border 


Horse  Traps 
1 


Exclosures 

1 


T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E. 
Sec.  8  SWSE 


Northern  portion 


T.  37  N.,  R-  24  E.     Northern  portion 

Sec.  4  Sl/2 
T.  37  N.,  R.  24  E.     Northern  portion 

Sec.  9  Wl/2 


Fences 


1 

T.  38 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec. 

33 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec. 

10,  11,  25 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

31 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec . 

5,  6,  9 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-l 

T.  35 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec . 

15,  16,  17,  22 

W-2 

T.  35 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

27,  28 

W-3 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

29,  30 

W-4 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

17,  21 

W-4a 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

17 

W-5 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

6,  8 

W-5a 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

8 

W-7 

T.  36 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec . 

5 

W-9 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec. 

19,  30 

W-10 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec. 

24 

W-ll 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec. 

23,  25 

W-l  2 

T.  37 

N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec. 

3,  4,  9,  16,  21 

East  half 


6  miles 


Connects  southeast  and 

southwest  boundaries 
Leads  from 

southeast  boundary 
Leads  from 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from 

eastern  boundary 
Extends  from 

W-4 
Leads  from 

eastern  boundary 
Extends  from 

W-5 
Leads  from 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from 

northern  boundary 


2.7  miles 
.8  mile 
1.1  miles 
1.5  miles 
.2  mile 

2.1  miles 
.2  mile 
.3  mile 

1.2  miles 
.4  mile 
.3  mile 
3.8  miles 
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Feature 

Vehicle  Ways 
W-13 

W-14 


W-15a,  b, 
c,  d 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  CALICO  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (019) 

(Continued) 


Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA 


T.  38  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  29 

T.  35  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sees.  4,  5,  8 

T.  36  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  33 

T.  35  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  13.  24 


Cherrystem  Roads 

R-7  T.  35  N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sees.  27,  28 
R-7a  T.  35  N.,  R.  25  E. 

Sec.  27 


Leads  from 

northeast  boundary 
Leads  from 

southwest  boundary 

Leads  from 
southeast  boundary 


Leads  from 
eastern  boundary 
Leads  from 
eastern  boundary 


Length 

.2  mile 
2.8  miles 

.9  mile 

.8  mile 
.2  mile 


ft  A  A  A  A 


Feature 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (108) 

Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Developed  Springs 

1  T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  7  SESE 

2  T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  19   NESW 


Wells 
1 


Corrals 
1 


T.  23  N.,  R.  39  E. 
Sec.  2  SWNE 


T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  19  NESW 
T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  17  NWSW 
T.  23  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  2  SWNE 


T.  24  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  6,  7,  8,  17 
T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  3,  9,  10 


Cabins  and  Corrals 

1  T.  26  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  21  NWSE 


Fences 
1 


Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 

Southern  boundary 

Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 
Southern  boundary 

Eastern  boundary 
Northeast  boundary 

Northeast  boundary 


3  miles 
2  miles 
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MANMADE  FEATURES 

IN 

THE 

AUGUSTA  MOUNTAINS  WSA 

(108) 

(Co 

itinued) 

Feature 

Legal  Description 

Location  Within  WSA 

Length 

Vehicle 

Ways 

w-i 

T.  25  N. , 
Sec .  2 

R. 

39 

E. 

Western  boundary 

.5  mile 

W-2 

T.  25  N. , 
Sec.  15, 

R. 
16 

39 

E. 

Western  boundary 

1.3  miles 

W-3 

T.  24  N. , 
Sec.  4 

R. 

40 

E. 

Eastern  boundary 

.8  mile 

T.  25  N. , 

R. 

40 

E. 

Sec.  33 

W-4 

T.  25  N. , 
Sec.  15, 

R. 
22 

40 

E. 

Eastern  boundary 

1.1  miles 

W-5 

T.  25  N. , 
Sec.  15 

R. 

40 

E. 

Eastern  boundary 

.4  mile 

W-6 

T.  26  N., 
Sec.  34 

1. 

40 

r 

Northeast  boundary 

.3  mile 

T.  25  N.  , 

R. 

40 

E. 

Sec.  3 

Cherrystem  Roads 
R-12 

R-13 

R-14 

R-15 

R-16 

R-17 

R-18 

R-19 

R-20 

R-21 
R-22 
R-23 


T.  25  N. ,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  27,  28,  29,  30 
T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  29 
T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  14,  15,  16,  17 
T.  25  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  16,  17 
T.  25  N. ,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  3,  8,  9,  10 
T.  26  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  8 
T.  25  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  16 
T.  25  N. ,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  17,  20 
T.  25  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  19,  20,  21, 

27,  28 
T.  25  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  19,  29,  30 
T.  25  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  30,  31 
T.  26  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  21 


Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 
Eastern  portion 
Northwest  boundary 
Western  boundary 
Western  boundary 
Western  portion 

Western  boundary 
Western  boundary 
Northeast  boundary 


***** 


2.9  miles 
.7  mile 
2. 3  miles 
1. 5  miles 
2.7  miles 
.6  mile 
.6  mile 
.7  mile 
2.7  miles 

1.2  miles 
.4  mile 
.  2  mile 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  SELENITE  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (200) 

Location  Within  WSA  Length 

Center  portion 

Northwest  corner  .7  mile 

Northwest  corner  .1  mile 

Northwest  boundary  .2  mile 

Northwest  boundary  .2  mile 

Northwest  boundary  .1  mile 

Northern  boundary  .4  mile 

Northern  boundary  1.3  mile 

Northern  bounday  .3  mile 

Northeast  boundary  .4  mile 

Northeast  boundary  1.7  miles 

Eastern  boundary  .3  mile 

Eastern  boundary  2.7  miles 

Southeast  boundary  1.4  miles 
Sec.  34,  35 

^herrystem  Roads 

T.  32  N.,  R.  23  E.     Northwest  corner  .5  mile 
Sec.  25,  36 

R_6           T-  32  N-»  R«  24  E.     Northwest  boundary  .8  mile 
Sec.  7,  18 

R~7           T'  33  N->  R-  24  E.     Northeast  boundary  .6  mile 
Sec.  22,  23,  26 

R"8           T-  32  N.,  R.  24  E.     Eastern  boundary  .2  mile 
Sec.  22 

***** 


Feature 

Legal  Descri 

.ption 

Corrals 

1 

T.  32  N., 
Sec.  22 

R. 

24  E. 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-2 

T.  32  N., 
Sec.  36 

R. 

23  E. 

W-2a 

T.  36  N., 
Sec.  36 

R. 

23  E. 

W-3 

T.  32  N., 
Sec.  25 

R. 

23  E. 

W-4 

T.  32  N., 
Sec .  7 

R. 

24  E. 

W-4a 

T.  32  N., 
Sec .  7 

R. 

24  E. 

W-5 

T.  32  N., 

R. 

24  E. 

Sec.  4, 

5 

W-6 

T.  32  N., 

R. 

24  E. 

Sec.  5, 

8 

W-7 

T.  33  N., 
Sec.  33 

R. 

24  E. 

W-8 

T.  33  N., 
Sec.  22 

R. 

24  E. 

W-9 

T.  33  N., 
Sec.  21 

R. 

25  E. 

T.  33  N., 

R. 

24  E. 

Sec.  24 

W-10 

T.  32  N., 
Sec .  4 

R. 

25  E. 

W-ll 

T.  32  N., 
Sec.  9 

R. 

25  E. 

T.  32  N., 

R. 

24  E. 

Sec.  11, 

12 

W-12 

T.  32  N., 

Re 

24  E. 

Sec.  34, 

35 
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Feature 


MANMA.DE  FEATURES  IN  THE  MOUNT  LIMBO  WSA  (201) 
Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Developed  Springs 

1  T.  30  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  3  5  SWNE 

2  T.  29  N.,  R.  24  E. 

Sec.  21  SWSW 


Northeast  corner 
West-central  border 


Reservoirs 

1 

T.  30 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Northwest  corner 

Sec . 

38  SWSi 

Corrals 

1 

T.  29 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Northeast  border 

Sec. 

2   NESW 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-3 

T.  30 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
32 

24  E. 

Northern 

boundary 

.3  mile 

W-4 

T.  30 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Northeast  boundary- 

.3  mile 

Sec. 

35 

W-5 

T.  29 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Northeast  boundary 

.6  mile 

Sec. 

2,  3 

W-6 

T.  29 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
13 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

.4  mile 

W-7 

T.  29 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
14,  23 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

1  mile 

W-S 

T.  29 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
23 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

.6  mile 

W-9 

T.  29 
Sec . 

N.,  R. 
22,  23 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

.9  mile 

W-10 

T.  29 
Sec  • 

N.,  R. 
26 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

.7  mile 

W-ll 

T.  29 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
26 

24  E. 

Eastern 

boundary 

.3  mile 

W-12 

T.  29 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Eastern 

and  western 

3.5  miles 

Sec. 

35 

portion 

T.  28 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Sec . 

3,  10, 

15,  16 

W-12a 

T.  29 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Eastern 

portion 

.4  mile 

Sees 

.  34,  35 

W-13 

T.  29 
Sec. 

T.  28 
Sec. 

N.,  R. 
35,  36 
N.,  R. 
1,  12, 

24  E. 

24  E. 
13 

Eastern 

portion 

3.  5  miles 

W-14 

T.  29 
Sec . 

N.,  R. 
1,  12, 

24  E. 
13 

Eastern 

portion 

2.8  miles 

W-15 

T.  29 

N.,  R. 

24  E. 

Northwest  boundary 

1.6  miles 

Sec . 

8,  9, 

38 

*  ;'c  A  A  ■k 
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Feature 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE 
Legal  Description 


Developed  Springs 

1  T.  31  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec.  7  NENE 

2  T.  31  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  25  NWSE 

3  T.  31  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec.  18  SWSW 

4  T.  31  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  35  SESW 


Reservoirs 
1 

2 

3 


Water  Troughs 
1 


Pipelines 
1 


T.  31  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec.  18  SWSW 
T.  30  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  2  NENE 
T.  30  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  1  NWSE 


T.  30  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  2  NENE 
T.  30  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  1  NWSE 


T.  30  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  1  &  2 
T.  30  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec.  7 


CHINA  MOUNTAIN  WSA  (406P) 
Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Northern  border 
East-central  border 
East-central  border 
South-central  border 

South-central  border 
Southern  border 
Southeast  border 

Southern  border 
Southeast  border 


Southeast  corner 


2  miles 


Fence 
1 


Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 

W-2 

W-3 


T.  31  N.,  R.  40  E. 
Sec.  27  &  34 


T.  31  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec .  6 
T.  31  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  13  &  24 
T.  30  N.,  R.  41  E. 

Sec.  7 


Cherrystem  Roads 

R-5  T.  31  N.,  R.  40  E. 

Sec.  3  5 


Northwest  corner        .5  mile 


Leads  from  northern     .2  mile 

boundary 
Leads  from  eastern      1.1  miles 
boundary 
Leads  from  southeast     .5  mile 

boundary 


Leads  from  eastern      .2  mile 
boundary 


*  *  *  * 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  TOBIN  RANGE  WSA  (406Q) 


Feature 


Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Developed  Springs 


Fences 
1 


T.  29  N.,  R.  39  E. 
Sec.  3  NWSW 


T.  29  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  33 
T.  29  N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec.  2 


Vehicle 

Ways 

W-l 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

16,  17,  21,  22 

W-la 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

22 

W-lb 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

15  &  22 

W-lc 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

22 

W-2 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

15,  16,  17 

tf-3 

T.  29 

N.,  R.  39  E. 

Sec. 

8,  9,  10 

Northwest  corner 

Southwest  corner 
Northeast  border 


Leads  from  western 

boundary 
Extends  from  W-l 

Extends  from  W-l 

Extends  from  W-l 

Leads  from  western 

boundary 
Leads  from  western 

boundary 


.25  mile 
1  mile 

1.5  miles 
.9   mile 

1.6  miles 
.7  mile 

1.5  miles 

1.6  miles 


•k     &     •&     ■&     -k 

MANMADE    FEATURES    TN   THE    BLUE    LAKES   WSA    (600) 

Location  Within  WSA  Length 

Central    portion  of   unit 

East-central   portion 
Northeast    corner 
Northeast    corner 


North-central 
Northeast    boundary 

Southeast  corner 
Northwest  border 
Northwest   border 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Reservoirs 

1 

T.  43 

N.,  R.  28  E. 

Sec . 

12  SESE 

Developed 

Springs 

1 

T.  43 

N. ,  R.  28  E. 

Sec. 

15  NWSE 

2 

T.  44 

N.,  R.  29  E. 

Sec. 

35  SESE 

3 

T.  44 

N. ,  R.  29  E. 

Sec. 

2  5  SESW 

Cattleguar 

ds 

1 

T.  43 

N. ,  R.  29  E. 

Sec . 

6  NW 

2 

T.  44 

N. ,  R.  29  E. 

Sec. 

25  NWSE 

Corrals   and   Line   Cabins 

1  T.    43  N. ,    R.    28  E. 

Sec.  2  5   SENE 

2  T.    43  N. ,    R.    28  E. 

Sec.  3   NESE 

3  T.    43  N. ,    R.    28  E. 

Sec.  3    NWSE 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  BLUE  LAKES  WSA  (600) 
(Continued) 


Feature 

Legal 

Descri 

ption 

Fences 

1 

T.  44 

N., 

29 

E. 

Sec. 

25, 

26 

&  35 

T.  44 

N., 

R. 

30  E. 

Sec. 

6 

T.  45 

N., 

R. 

30  E. 

Sec . 

31 

2 

T.  43 
Sec. 

N., 
3 

R. 

28  E. 

3 

T.  43 
Sec. 

N., 
2 

R. 

28  E. 

4 

T.  43 

N.  , 

R. 

28  E. 

Sec. 

21, 

22 

&  28 

5 

T.  43 

N., 

R. 

28  E. 

Sec. 

3  & 

10 

6 

T.  44 

N., 

R. 

30  E. 

Sec. 

17 

v  20 

7 

T.  43 
Sec. 

N., 
8 

R. 

29  E. 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 
Northeast  corner        5.25  miles 


Northwest  corner  .8  mile 

Northwest  corner  .5  mile 

Southwest  portion  2.3  miles 
Northwest  boundary       1.1  miles 

East-central  portion  1.5  miles 
East-central  portion     .2  mile 


Radio  Repeaters 

1  T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E.     North-central 

Sec.  1  SESE 

Foot  Trails 

1  T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E.     Leads  to  Blue  Lakes      .75  mile 


o 


ec .  1 


Cherrystem  Roads 

R-8  T.  44  N.,  R.  28  E.     Leads  from  northern     1.1  miles 

Sec.  35  &  36         boundary 
T.  43  N. ,  R.  28  E. 
Sec.  1 
R-10         T.  44  N. ,  R.  30  E.    Leads  from  east-central  .2  mile 

Sec.  19  border 

R-12  T.  43  M.,  R.  29  E. 

Sec.  30 
T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E.     Leads  from  southeast     1  mile 
Sec.  25  border 


Leads  from  southwest     2.2  miles 
boundary 

Leads  from  southwest     .9  mile 

boundary 
Leads  from  west-central  .7  mile 

boundary 
Leads  from  west-central  1.9  miles 

boundary 


hide 

Ways 

W-l 

T.  43  M. ,  R.  28  E. 
Sec.  22,  27,  28, 
&  33 

W-2 

T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E. 
Sec.  28 

W-3 

T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E. 
Sec.  10  &  15 

W-4 

T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E. 
Sec.  10  &  11 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  BLUE  LAKES  MSA  (600) 
(Continued) 

Feature         Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 

W-5  T.  44  N. ,  R.  29  E.     Leads  from  northeast     4.2  miles 

Sec.  25,  35  &  36      boundary 
T.  43  N.,  R.  29  E. 

Sec.  6 
T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E. 

Sec.  1 
W-6  T.  44  N.,  R.  29  E.     Extension  of  W-5        .9  mile 

Sec.  35 
T.  44  N.,  R.  28  E. 

Sec.  36 
T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E. 

Sec.  1 

***** 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  ALDER  CREEK  WSA  (600D) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Southwest  portion       .3  mile 
West-central  .1  mile 

Northeast  portion       1  mile 

Northwest  boundary  road 


Leads  from  northern     1  mile 
boundary 

Cherrystem  Roads 

R-2  T.  43  N.,  R.  28  E.     Leads  from  western      .2  mile 

Sec.  17  boundary 

***** 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (603) 

Feature         Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Wells 

1  T.  38  N.,  R.  32  E.     Southeast  corner 

Sec.  20  NENW 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Fences 

1 

T.  43 
Sec . 

N., 
17 

R„ 

28  E 

2 

T.  43 
Sec. 

N., 
8 

R. 

28  E 

3 

T.  43 
Sec . 

3 

R. 

28  E 

Cattleguards 

1 

T.  43 

N-, 

R. 

28  E 

Sec. 

5  SESE 

Vehicle 

Ways 

W-7 

T.  44 

N., 

R. 

28  E 

Sec. 

28 

&  33 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  WSA 

(Continued) 


Feature 

Ditches 
1 

2 

3 


Legal  Description 


T.  38  N. ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  19,  20  &  24 
T.  38  N. ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  19,  20,  26,  30 
T.  38  N. ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  13  &  18 


Developed  Springs 


1 

T.  38 

N. ,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

16  SWNE 

Vehicle 

Ways 

w-i 

T.  38 

N. ,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

9,  10  &  11 

W-2 

T.  39 

N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

34 

W-3 

T.  39 

N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec . 

27  &  34 

W-4 

T.  39 

N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

12 

W-5 

T.  39 

N.,  R.  30  E. 

W-6 
W-7 

W-8 
W-9 
W-10 

W-ll 
W-12 

W-13 
W-14 
W-15 


Sec.  1 
T.  39  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  6,  7,  8 
T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  34 
T.  39  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  35  &  36 
T.  39  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  27,  28,  34,  35  stem  road 


Location  Within  WSA 

Southeast  portion 
Southeast  portion 
Southeast  portion 

Southwest  corner 


Leads  from  private 
property,  southwest 

corner 
Leads  from  western 

boundary 
Leads  from  western 
boundary 
Leads  from  western 

boundary 
Leads  from  western 

boundary 


Leads  from  cherry- 
stem  road 
Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 
Leads  from  cherry- 


To  39  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  35  &  3  6 
T.  38  N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec.  18 
T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  13  &  14 
T.  38  N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec.  19  &  20 
T.  38  N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec.  19  &  20 
T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  24,  26,  &  27 
T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  35 
T.  37  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec .  3 
T.  37  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  4,  8,  and  9 


Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 


Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 
Leads  from 
southeast  boundary 


Leads  from  southern 

boundary 
Leads  from  southern 

boundary 
Leads  from 


(603) 

Length 

2  miles 
2  miles 
2  miles 


2  miles 

.2  mile 
.  5  mile 
.3  mile 
2.4   miles 

.2  mile 
•6  mile 
1.7  miles 
.7  mile 
2.7  miles 

.4   mile 

3.7  miles 

.3  mile 
.4  mile 
1.3  miles 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  SOUTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (603) 

(Continued) 


Feature 


Legal  Description 


Vehicle  Ways 

southern  boundary 
W-16  T.  39   N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  23 
W-17  T.  39  N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec.  1 
W-18  T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  4  and  5 
W-19  T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  5  and  8 


Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Leads    from  .2  mile 

eastern  boundary 

Leads  from  .4  mile 

western  boundary 

East-central  portion  .4  mile 

East-central   portion  1  mile 


Cherrystem  Roads 
R-8 

R-9 

R-10 

R-13 

R-14 
R-15 


T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  30 
T.  38  N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec.  4,  5,  &  9 
T.  38  N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  25,  26,  27, 

28,  &  29 
T.  39  N. ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec.  21,  26,  27,  35   eastern  boundary 

35 
T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E.     Leads  from 

Sec.  35  northern  boundary 

T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E.     Leads  from 

Sec.  34  northern  boundary 

***** 


Leads  from  northwest 

boundary 
Leads  from 
southwest  boundary 
Leads  from  southeast 
boundary 

Leads  from 


.2  mile 
1  mile 
4.8  mi le  s 

3  miles 

. 2  mile 
.9  mile 


MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (606) 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Fences 

1 

T.  41 

N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec. 

27 

2 

T.  40 

N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec. 

4 

3 

T.  41 

N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec. 

19  &  30 

4 

T.  40 

N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec. 

16  &  17 

Developed  Springs 

1  T.  40  N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec  8  NWSE 


Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 


T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E. 
Sec.  19 


Location  Within  WSA 

Northwest  corner 
West-central 
Northeast  corner 
East-central  border 

East-central  border 


Lead  from  western 
boundary 


Length 

.8  mile 
.6  mile 
.  5  mile 
1.2  miles 


.2  mile 
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Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-2 

T.  40 

N.  ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec . 

17  &  18 

W-3 

T.  40 

N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec . 

7,  8  &  18 

W-4 

T.  41 

N. ,  R.  31  E. 

Sec . 

27 

W-5 

T.  41 

N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec. 

22 

W-6 

T.  41 

N.  ,  R.  32  E. 

Sec . 

29  &  30 

W-7 

T.  40 

N. ,  R.  32  E. 

Sec. 

16 

W-8 

T.  40 

N.  ,  R.  32  E. 

Sec. 

16 

W-9 

T.  40 

N.,  R.  31  E. 

Sec. 

25 

T.  40 

N.,  R.  32  E. 

Sec. 

30  &  31 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  NORTH  JACKSON  MOUNTAINS  WSA  (606) 

(Continued) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Lead  from  western       1.6  miles 

houndary 

Lead  from  1.1  miles 

western  boundary 

Lead  from  .2  mile 

western  boundary 
Leads  from  northwest    .1  mile 

boundary 
Leads  from  1.2  miles 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from  .7  mile 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from  the  .8  mile 

eastern  boundary 
Extends  from  a  southern  .9  mile 

cherrystem  road 


Cherrystem  Roads 

R~12  T.  40  N.  ,  R.  31  E.  Lead  from  southern      2.5  miles 

Sec.  24,  25  &  26  boundary 

R_13  T.  40  N.,  R.  31  E.  Lead  from  southern      .4  mile 

Sec.  25  &  36  boundary 

R-14  T.  40  N.,  R.  32  E.  Lead  from  .1  mile 

Sec.  31  southeast  boundary 

R_15  T.  40  N.,  R.  32  E.  Lead  from  .2  mile 

Sec.  30  southeast  boundary 

R_16  T.  41  N.,  R.  31  E.  Lead  from  northwest     1.7  miles 

Sec.  26,  35,  &  36  boundary 

R_17  T.  40  N.,  R.  32  E.  Lead  from  northeast      .75  mile 

Sec.  5  &  6  boundary 

***** 

MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  WSA  (620) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Northwest  corner 

Northeast  corner 

Northeast  corner 

Northeast  corner 


Feature 

Legal 

Description 

Windmills 

1 

T.  41 

N. ,  R.  28  E. 

Sec. 

22  NESE 

2 

T.  41 

M.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

13  NWNE 

3 

T.  41 

N.,  R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

5  NWNE 

4 

T.  42 

N. ,  R.  30  E. 

Sec . 

33  SWSW 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  BLACK  ROCK  DESERT  WSA  (620) 

(Continued) 


Feature 

Windmills 
5 

6 

7 


Wells 
1 


Legal  Description 


T.  40  N. ,  R.  30  E. 

Sec.  29  NWNE 
T.  40  N. ,  R.  27  E. 

Sec.  36  SENE 
T.  37  N. ,  R.  27  E. 

Sec.  5  SENE 


T.  42  N. ,  R.  30  E. 

Sec.  32  SESE 
T.  41  N. ,  R.  28  E. 

Sec.  23  SWSE 
T.  36  N.,  R.  29  E. 

Sec.  18  SESW 


Developed  Springs 


1 

T.  38 

1/2 

N., 

R.  27 

E. 

Sec . 

32  NEW 

Pipelines 

1 

T.  38 

N., 

R.  27  E. 

Sec. 

4 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-l 

T.  36 

K., 

R.  29  E. 

Sec. 

6 

T.  36 

N., 

R.  28  E. 

Sec. 

1 

W-2 

T.  38 

N., 

R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

7  & 

8 

W-3 

T.  38 

N., 

R.  27  E. 

Sec . 

29 

W-4 

T.  40 

N., 

R.  27  E. 

Sec. 

24, 

25,  &  35 

W-5 

T.  40 

N., 

R.  28  E. 

Sec . 

19 

&  30 

W-6 

T.  40 

1/2 

N., 

R.  28 

E. 

Sec . 

32 

&  33 

W-7 

T.  41 

N., 

R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

4  & 

8 

W-8 

T.  38 

N., 

R.  30  E. 

Sec. 

6  & 

8 

Cherrystem  Roads 
R-12  T.  38  N.,  R.  30  E, 

Sec.  8 


Location  Within  WSA 

Northeast  portion 
Northwest  portion 
West-central   border 

Northeast  corner 
Northern  border 
Southeast  border 

West-central  border 


West-central  border 


Leads  from 
eastern  boundary 


Leads  from  eastern 

boundary 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Lead  from  western 

boundary 
Lead  from  western 
boundary 
Lead  from  northeast 

boundary 

Leads  from  northern 

boundary 

Leads  from  eastern 

boundary 


Leads  from  eastern 
boundary 


Length 


1.2  miles 

.4  mile 
.2  mile 
1.  5  miles 
1  mile 
1.2  miles 

1.8  miles 
1  mile 

.3  mile 


***** 
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MANMADE 

FEATURES    IN 

Featui 

•e 
roirs 

Legal 

Description 

Reser\ 

1 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E 

Sec. 

22   NESW 

2 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E 

Sec . 

22   SWSE 

3 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25    E 

Sec . 

26  NENW 

4 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E 

Sec. 

8   SENW 

5 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E 

Sec. 

22   SWNW 

ft 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E 

Sec . 

26  NESW 

7 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E 

Sec. 

35  NENW 

8 

T.    38 

N.,    R.    26    E 

Sec. 

3    SESE 

Developed    Spr 

ings 

1 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25    E 

Sec. 

12   SENE 

2 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E 

Sec . 

12   SWSE 

3 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E 

Sec. 

13    NESE 

4 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26    E 

Sec. 

7    SWNW 

5 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E 

Sec. 

18   NENW 

6 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26    E 

Sec . 

18   SENE 

7 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E 

Sec. 

15   NESW 

H 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E. 

Sec . 

34   SESW 

9 

T.    38 

N.,    R.    26   E. 

Sec . 

11    SWSE 

Pipelines 

1 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    25   E. 

Sec. 

12   &    13 

2 

T.    38 

N.,    R.    26   E. 

Sec. 

3,    10  &    11 

Study 

Plots 

1 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E. 

Sec . 

13   NWSE 

Radio 

Repeaters 

1 

T.    39 

N.,    R.    26   E. 

Sec. 

18   NESW 

THE   PAHUTE   PEAK  WSA   (621) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Northwest  corner 
Northwest  corner 
Northwest  corner 
Northern  border 
Northern  border 
Northeast  portion 
Northwest  portion 
Central  portion 

North-central  border 
North-central  border 
North-central  border 
North-central  border 
North-central  border 
North-central  border 
Northeast  border 
North-central  portion 
East-central  portion 

North-central   border  1.4  miles 

East-central    portion 

Northeast  border 

North-central    portion 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  PAHUTE  PEAK  WSA  (621) 
(Continued) 


Feature 

Legal  Descrip 

tion 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-l 

T.  39  N.,  R. 

25  E. 

Sec.  22,  26, 

27,  2 

W-la 

T.  39  N.,  R. 
Sec.  23  &  2t 

25  E. 

W-lb 

T.  39  N.,  R. 

25  E. 

Sec.  27  &  28 

W-2 

T.  39  N.,  R. 

25  E. 

Sec.  34  &  3  5 

T.  38  N.,  R. 

25  E. 

Sec.  3 

W-2a 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  3 

25  E. 

W-2b 

T.  39  N.,  R. 
Sec.  34 

25  E. 

W-3 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  2 

2  5  E. 

W-4 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  12 

2  5  E. 

W-5 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  28 

2  6  E. 

W-5a 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  33 

26  E. 

W-5b 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  33 

26  E. 

W-6 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  11 

26  E. 

W-6a 

T.  37  N.,  R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  2,  3  & 

11 

W-7 

T.  37  N.,  R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  13  &  14 

W-7a 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  13 

26  E. 

W-8 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  14 

26  E. 

W-8a 

T.  37  N.,  R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  11  &  14 

W-9 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  13 

26  E. 

W-10 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  6 

27  E. 

W-lOa 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  6 

27  E. 

W-l  Ob 

T.  37  N.,  R. 
Sec.  7 

27  E. 

W-ll 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  30 

27  E. 

W-l  2 

T.  38  N.,  R. 
Sec.  7 

27  E. 

T.  38  N.,  R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  13  &  14 

Leads  from  northwest 

border 
Leads  from  W-l 

Leads  from  W-l 

Leads  from  northwest 
boundary 


Leads  from 

W-2 
Leads  from 

W-2 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

southwest  boundary 
Leads  from  W-6 

Leads  from 

southern  boundary 
Leads  from 

W-7 
Leads  from 

southwest   boundary 
Leads    from 

southwest  boundary 
Leads  from  southern 

boundary 
Leads  from  southern 

boundary 
Leads  from 

southern  boundary 
Leads  from 

southern  boundary 
Leads  from  southeast 

boundary 
Leads  from  eastern 

boundary 


Length 

2.2  miles 
.5  mile 
.8  mile 
1.7  miles 

.9  mile 

.7  mile 

.9  mile 

.9  mile 

.3  mile 

.1  mile 

.1  mile 

.7  mile 

1.6  miles 

.9  mile 

.2  mile 
1.3  miles 
1. 1  miles 
.4  mile 
.8  mile 
.2  mile 
.2  mile 
.5  mile 
1.9  miles 
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manma.de  features  in  the  pahute  PEAK  WSA  (621) 
(Continued) 

Location  Within  WSA     Length 


Leads  from  2.9  miles 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from  2.1  miles 

eastern  boundary- 
Leads  from  W-13         .7  mile 


Feature 

Legal 

Descri 

ption 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-13 

T.  38 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

3, 

11 

&  12 

W-13a 

T.  38 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

2, 

3, 

&  12 

W-13b 

T.  38 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

3  & 

10 

W-14 

T.  38 
Sec . 

N., 

1 

R. 

26  E. 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

35 

&  36 

W-15 

T.  39 
Sec. 

N., 
30 

R. 

27  E. 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

25 

W-16 

T.  39 
Sec . 

N., 
30 

R. 

27  E. 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

25 

W-17 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

14 

&  15 

W-18 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec . 

17 

&  21 

W-19 

T.  39 
Sec . 

N., 

7 

R. 

26  E. 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

25  E. 

Sec. 

12 

W-19a 

T.  39 
Sec. 

N., 
12 

R. 

25  E. 

T.  39 

N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec. 

7 

W-20 

T.  39 
Sec . 

N., 
12 

R. 

25  E. 

W-21 

T.  39 
Sec. 

10 

R. 

25  E. 

Leads  from  eastern      2.2  miles 
boundary 


Leads  from  1.5  miles 

northeast  boundary 


Leads  from  .9  mile 

northeast  boundary 


Leads  from  1.8  miles 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from  1.7  miles 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from  .8  mile 

northern  boundary 


Leads  from  .5  mile 

northern  boundary 


Leads  from  .6  mile 

northern  boundary 

Leads  from  .2  mile 

northwest  boundary 

Sherrystera  Roads 

B.-4  T.  39  N.,  R.  2  5  E.     Leads  from  .3  mile 

Sec.  10  northwest  boundary 

R-5  T.  38  N.,  R.  25  E.     Leads  from  1.2  mile 

Sec.  12  western  boundary 

T.  38  ST.,  R.  26  E. 

Sec.  7 

•k    ■&    ft    ft    -k 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  NORTH  BLACK  ROCK  RANGE  WSA  (622) 


Feature 

Reservoirs 

1 


Legal  Description     Location  Within  WSA     Length 


T.  40  N.,  R.  26  E. 
Sec.  17  SENE 


Developed  Springs 

1  T.  40  N.,  R.  26  E. 

Sec.  3  SWSW 

2  T.  41  N.,  R.  26  E. 

Sec.  14  NWNE 


Southern  border 

Southeast  border 
Northeast  border 


Charcos 


1 

T.  40  N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  5  SWNW 

2 

T.  41  N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  29  NWNE 

Vehicle  Ways 

W-l 

T.  41  N., 
Sec.  31 

R. 

26  E. 

T.  40  N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  6 

W-2 

T.  40  N., 
Sec.  3 

R. 

26  E. 

T.  41  N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sec.  34 

W-3 

T.  41  N., 
Sec.  34 

R. 

26  E. 

W-4 

T.  41  N., 

R. 

2  6  E. 

Sec.  23 

S.  24 

W-5 

T.  41  N., 
Sec.  24 

R. 

26  E. 

W-6 

T.  41  N., 
Sec.  10 

R. 

26  E. 

W-7 

T.  40  N., 
Sec.  4 

R. 

25  E. 

Cherrystem  Roads 

R-9 

T.  41  N., 

R. 

26  E. 

Sees.  10 

& 

11 

R-10 

T.  41  N., 
Sec.  11 

R. 

26  E 

R-ll 

T.  41  N., 

R. 

26  E 

Sees.  23 

& 

24 

Fences 

1 

T.  41  N., 

Sec.  2  5 

R. 

26  E 

South-central  portion 
Center  portion 


Leads  from  southern     1.4  miles 
boundary 


Leads  from  -6  mile 

eastern  boundary 


Leads  from  -3  mile 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from  .2  mile 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from  -1  mile 

northeast  boundary 
Leads  from  .6  mile 

northern  boundary 
Leads  from  .6  mile 

southwest  boundary 


Leads  from  »5  mile 

northeast  boundary 
Leads  from  .5  mile 

northeast  boundary 
Leads  from  -9  mile 

northeast  boundary 


Northeast  portion      .3  mile 


*  a  *  *  * 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  NORTH  FORK 


Feature 

Reservoirs 

1 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Fences 
1 

2 

3 


Corrals 
1 


Vehicle  Ways 
W-l 


W-2 

W-3 
W-4 
W-5 


Legal  Description 


T.  44  N.,  R.  44  E. 

Sec.  34  NESW 
T.  44  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  12  SWSW 
T.  43  N.,  R.  42  E. 

Sec.  13  SEW 
T.  44  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  2  5  NWNE 
T.  43  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  9  NENE 
T.  42  N.,  R.  44  E. 

Sec.  21  NE 
T.  42  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  23  SESE 
T.  42  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  35  NWNW 


T.  44  N.,  R.  42  E. 

Sec.  13,  24,  25,  26 
T.  44  N.,  R.  42  E. 

Sec.  7,  13  &  14 
T.  44  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  5,  8,  16,  21, 

28  &  34 


T.  44  N. ,  R.  43  E, 

Sec.  7  NWSE 
T.  44  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  2  5  NENE 


T.  43  N. ,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  5,  6,  8,  16,  17 
T.  44  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  30  &  31 
T.  44  N. ,  R.  42  E. 

Sec.  13,  24,  25 
T.  43  N. ,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  4 
T.  43  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  20 
T.  42  N. ,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  7 
T.  42  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  22 


OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  WSA  (827) 
Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Northeast  portion 
Northeast  border 
West-central  border 
Northeast  portion 
East-central  border 
Southeast  border 
South-central  portion 
Southern  portion 


Northwest  corner 
Northern  border 
Northeast  portion 


Northern  border 
Northeast  portion 

North  half 


Leads    from 

eastern  boundary 
Leads  from 

cherrystem  road 
Leads  from 

western  boundary 
Leads  from 

cherrystem  road 


3  miles 
2.5  miles 
3.5  miles 


7. 1  miles 


.4  mile 
.9  mile 
.2  mile 
.3  mile 
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MANMADE  FEATURES  IN  THE  NORTH  FORK  OF  THE  LITTLE  HUMBOLDT  VISA  (827) 

Feature         Legal  Description  Location  Within  WSA     Length 

Cherrystem  Roads 

R_g  x.    42   N.,    R-    44   E.  Leads    from  ">  miles 

Sec.  21  &  28  eastern  boundary 

T.  42  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec  24,  25  h   26 

T.  42  N.,  R.  43  E.  Leads  from  «5  mile 

Sec.  22  southwest  boundary 

T.  43  N.,  R.  42  E.  Leads  from  1  mile 

Sec.  13  &  14  western  boundary 

T.  43  N.,  R.  42  E.  Leads  from  -2  mile 

Sec.  93  western  boundary 

T.  43  N.,  R.  42  E.  Leads  from  2  miles 

Sec.  23  &  24  western  boundary 

T.  43  N.,  R.  43  E. 

Sec.  19 


R-9 

R-10 
R-ll 
R-12 


***** 


Source:   Winnemucca  District  files,  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Winnemucca,  Nevada. 
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GLOSSARY 


G3DSSARY 


AREA  (F  CRITICAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN  (ACBC): 
An  area  within  the  public  lands  where  special 
management  attention  is  required  to  protect  and 
prevent  irreparable  damage  to  important  histor- 
ic, cultural  or  scenic  values,  fish  and  wild- 
life resources  or  other  natural  systems  or  pro- 
cesses or  to  protect  life  and  safety  frcm  nat- 
ural hazards. 

ACTIVE  PREFERENCE:  Portion  of  the  grazing  pre- 
ference that  is  available  for  use.  Active  pre- 
ference combined  with  suspended  nonuse  equals 
total  preference. 

ALLOTMENT:  An  area  designated  for  the  use  of  a 
prescribed  number  and  kind  of  livestock. 

ALLOT>ENr  MANAGENENT  PIAN  (AMP):  A  livestock 
grazing  management  plan  for  a  specific  allot- 
ment, based  on  multiple-use  resource  management 
objectives.  The  AMP  considers  livestock  grazing 
in  relation  to  other  uses  of  the  range  and  in 
relation  to  renewable  resources  —  watershed, 
vegetation  and  wildlife.  An  AMP  establishes  the 
seasons-of-use ,  the  number  of  livestock  to  be 
permitted  on  the  range  and  the  rangeland 
developments  used. 

ANOMALY/ ANOMALOUS :  Mineral  values  above  the  ex- 
pected background  for  a  given  rock  type. 

ARTIFACT:  Any  object  made,  modified,  or  used  by 
man,  usually  movable.  Objects  which  are  record- 
ed as  prehistoric  or  historic  artifacts  have 
sociocultural  or  scientific  values  and  meet  the 
general  criterion  of  being  more  than  50  years 
old. 

ANIMAL  UNIT  MONTH  (AUM) :  A  standardized  unit  of 
measurement  of  the  amount  of  forage  necessary 
for  the  complete  subsistence  of  one  animal  unit 
(one  cow  or  one  horse  or  five  sheep,  all  over 
six  months  old)  for  one  month;  also,  a  unit  of 
measurement  of  grazing  privilege  which  repre- 
sents the  privilege  of  grazing  one  animal  for  a 
period  of  one  month. 

BAIIEY-40JCHLER  S^TEM:  A  method  of  classifying 
ecosystems  according  to  potential  natural  vege- 
tation and  climatic  regions. 


BAJAEA:  A  series  of  confluent  alluvial  fans 
along  the  base  of  a  mountain  range;  also  called 
piedmont. 

BASE  METALS:  Ore  metals  lower  in  per  unit  value 
than  the  precious  metals;  commonly  lead,  zinc, 
copper. 

BASIN  AND  RANGE :  A  georaorphic  province  charac- 
terized by  fault-block  mountains  and  intervening 
basins. 

CHERRYSTFM  ROAD:  A  dead  end  road  extending  into 
and  surrounded  by  a  wilderness  study  area  (WSA) 
but  not  within  its  boundaries.  Such  roads  may 
lead  to  range  developments,  mines,  or  inhold- 
ings.  Cherrys  tanning  is  the  delimiting  of  WSAs 
to  exclude  a  cherrystem  road. 

CRITICAL  MINERALS:  Minerals  essential  to  the 
national  defense  of  the  United  States,  which, 
though  difficult  to  procure,  are  easier  to  pro- 
cure than  strategic  minerals  because  they  can  be 
domestically  produced,  obtained  in  more  adequate 
quantities  or  are  less  essential  than  strategic 
minerals.  Nevertheless,  critical  minerals  need 
some  degree  of  conservation  and  distribution 
control.     See  Strategic  Minerals. 

COORDINATED  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLANNING  (CRMP): 
A  public  involvement  program  in  which  interest 
groups,  other  agencies,  users  and  affected 
individuals  develop  multiple-use  plans  as  part 
of  the  BLM's  planning  process. 

CULTURAL  RESOURCES:  Those  fragile  and  nonrenew- 
able remains  of  human  activity,  occupation  or 
endeavor,  reflected  in  districts,  sites,  struc- 
tures, buildings,  objects,  artifacts,  ruins, 
works  of  art,  architecture  and  natural  features 
that  ware  of  importance  in  human  events.  These 
resources  consist  of  (1)  physical  remains,  (2) 
areas  where  significant  human  events  occurred — 
even  though  evidence  of  the  event  no  longer  re- 
mains and  (3)  the  environment  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  resource. 

DESIGNATED  CORRIDOR:  Generally  a  three-mile- 
wide  passage  on  which  existing  transportation 
and  utility  facilities  are  located  and  are 
suitable  to  accommodate  future  transportation 
and  utility  facilities  which  are  similar, 
identical,  or  compatible. 


7-53 


DIFFICULT  TO  MANAGE:  There  are  several  manage- 
ment conflicts  with  potential  to  significantly 
compromise  wilderness  values;  singly  or  collec- 
tively conflicts  create  a  situation  hard  to 
mitigate.  Examples  include:  CR.V  accessibility* 
poor  topographic  or  vegetative  screening,  scat- 
tered mining  claims,  strategically  located  priv- 
ate land,  as  well  as  private  minerals,  mining 
claims  or  leases  with  moderate  probability  of 
development. 

ENDANGERED  SPECIES:  Any  species  in  danger  of 
extinction  throughout  all  or  a  significant  por- 
tion of  its  range. 

FEDERAL  LAND  POLICY  MANAGEMENT  ACT  (FLPMA):  Pub- 
lic Law  94-579,  October  21,  1976,  referred  to  by 
the  BLM  as  its  "Organic  Act,"  which  provides 
most  of  HLM's  legislated  authority,  direction, 
policy  and  basic  guidance.  Pre-  and  post-FLMA 
refers  to  actions  occurring  before  and  after  the 
effective  date  of  the  Act. 

GEOCHEMISTRY:  The  study  of  the  relative  abun- 
dance of  elements  in  rock  types. 

GEOPHYSICS:  Geologic  exploration  and  prospect- 
ing by  observing  seismic,  electrical,  gravita- 
tional, magnetic  or  thermal  phenomena. 

HIGH  PROBABILITY  OF  EEVELOPMENT:  Holders  of 
valid  existing  rights  (mining  claims,  leases, 
private  land,  private  minerals,  etc.)  have 
submitted  plans  or  information  that  will  very 
likely  lead  to  development  and/or  the  resource 
values  or  potential  have  been  judged  as  having 
significant  potential  to  spur  such  development. 


IMPAIR/ IMPAIRING: 
cellence. 


To  diminish  in  value  or  ex- 


TMPRINT:     A  mark  or  evidence  left  by  man. 

IMPROVEMENT:  Structural  or  nonstructural  action 
used  to  increase  the  productivity  of  a  resource. 

ISLAND  ARC:  Curved  chain  of  islands  associated 
with  converging  continental  and  oceanic  plates. 

KNAPPABLE:  Pertaining  to  stone  suitable  for 
aboriginal  tool  manufacture. 

KNOWN  GEOTHEPMAL  RESOURCE  AREA  (KGRA):  Areas 
known  to  contain  significant  geothermal  re- 
sources . 


IAHONTAN  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  INSTANT  STUDY  AREA 
(ISA):  A  natural  area  identified  prior  to 
November  1,  1975,  and  studied  on  an  accelerated 
schedule  for  its  wilderness  characteristics. 

LEASABLE  MINERALS:  Those  minerals  or  materials 
subject  to  lease  by  the  federal  government, 
including  oil  and  gas,  coal,  phosphate,  sodium, 
potash  and  geothermal  steam. 

LlEEtEED  USE:  Active  use  AUMs  that  a  permittee 
has  paid  for  during  a  given  grazing  period. 

LDHIC:     Pertaining  to  stone. 

LCCATABLE  MINERALS:  Minerals  or  materials  sub- 
ject to  disposal  and  development  through  the 
Mining  Law  of  1872  (as  amended).  Generally  in- 
cludes metallic  minerals  such  as  gold  and  silver 
and  other  materials  not  subject  to  lease  or  sale 
(some  bentonites,  limestone,  talc,  some  zelites, 
etc.). 

LCW  PROBABILITY  OF  DEVELOPMENT:  Holders  of 
valid  existing  rights  (mining  claims,  leases, 
private  land,  private  minerals,  etc.)  have  not 
expressed  intent  to  development  and/or  the 
resources  values  or  potential  have  not  been 
judged  sufficient  to  spur  such  development. 

MANAGEABLE:  There  are  few  or  no  identified  man- 
agement conflicts  which  could  compromise  wilder- 
ness values;  mitigation  is  considered  possible 
for  minor  conflicts.  Examples  include:  private 
land,  private  minerals,  mining  claims  or  leases 
with  low  to  moderate  probability  of  development, 
low  acreages  of  ORV  access,  current  nonimpairing 
uses. 

MANAGEMENT  FRAMEWORK  PLAN  (MFP):  A  land-use 
plan  for  the  public  land  which  provides  a  set  of 
goals,  objectives  and  constraints  for  a  specific 
planning  area  to  guide  the  development  of 
detailed  plans  for  the  management  of  each 
resource. 

MFP  II:  A  BLM  Area  Manager's  recommendation  to 
the  District  Manager  for  the  Management  Frame- 
work Plan  based  on  conflict  resolution. 

MFP  III:  Tne  District  Manager's  land-use 
decision  for  management  of  the  public  lands  and 
their  resources. 
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MAINTAIN,  IMPROVE,  AND  CUSTODIAL  (M,  I  AND  C): 
Selective  management  categories  for  grazing 
allotments  as  outlined  in  the  BLM's  Final  Graz- 
ing Management  Iblicy  (I.M.  82-292).  M  (main- 
tain) calls  for  maintenance  or  improvement  of  an 
existing  range  situation,  I  (improve)  strives  to 
improve  the  existing  situation  and  C  (custodial) 
prevents  deterioration  of  resource  conditions. 

MINING  CLAIM:  An  individual  or  corporate  right 
to  a  given  parcel  of  federal  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  and  extracting  a  discovered 
locatable  mineral  deposit  according  to  the 
General  Mining  Law  of  1872,  as  amended. 

MINING  DISTRICT:  A  section  of  couitry  usually 
designated  by  name  and  used  for  accounting  pur- 
poses in  which  gold,  silver  or  other  minerals 
may  be  or  have  been  found  in  paying  quantities. 

MODERATE  PROBABILITY  OF  LEVELOPMENT:  folders  of 
valid  existing  rights  (mining  claims,  leases, 
private  land,  private  minerals,  etc.)  have 
expressed  intent  to  development  and/or  the 
resource  values  or  potential  have  been  judged  as 
moderately  favorable  to  spur  such  development. 

MULTIPLE  USE:  The  management  of  public  lands 
and  their  various  resource  values  so  that  they 
are  utilized  in  a  combination  that  will  best 
meet  the  present  and  future  needs  of  the  public. 

NATIONAL  REGISTER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES:  The  offi- 
cial list,  established  by  the  Historic  Preserva- 
tion Act  of  1966,  of  the  Nation's  cultural 
resources  worthy  of  preservation. 

NATURALNESS:  Refers  to  an  area  which  "generally 
appears  to  have  been  affected  primarily  by  the 
forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of  man's  work 
substantially  unnoticeable ."  (From  section  2(c), 
Wilderness  Act.) 

NATIONAL  WILDERNESS  RESERVATION  SYSTEM  (IMPS): 
All  federal  land  designated  as  wilderness  by 
Congress  and  managed  according  to  the  Wilderness 
Act  of  1964. 

OFF-ROAD  VEHICLE  (ORV):  Any  motorized  track  or 
wheeled  vehicle  designed  for  cross-country 
travel  over  any  type  of  natural  terrain. 

PERIODS-OF-USE  (DOMESTIC  ANIMALS):  The  time  of 
year  when  domestic  animals  would  be  allowed  on  a 
specific  unit  of  range,  as  designated  by  a  graz- 
ing authorization. 


PIEDMONT:     See  Bajada. 

PLANNING  CORRIDOR:  A  passage  on  which  no  exist- 
ing transportation  utility  facilities  exist  but 
for  which  a  future  need  has  been  identified. 

PLAYA:  The  shallow  central  basin  of  a  desert 
plain  in  which  water  gathers  after  a  rain  and  is 
evaporated . 

PRECIOUS  METAL:  Gold,  silver,  platinum  and 
palladium,  etc 

PRIMITIVE  AND  UNCONFINED  RECREATION:  N>rmotor- 
ized  and  undeveloped  recreational  .activities. 

PROSPECT:  An  attempt  to  determine  mineral 
values  or  the  site  of  this  attempt. 

PUBLIC  LAND:  Lands  administered  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  through  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

RANGE  IMPROVEMENT:  A  structure,  development  or 
treatment  used  to  rehabilitate,  protect  or  im- 
prove the  public  lands  to  advance  range  better- 
ment. 


RIPARIAN:      A  biological   zone  influenced  by  the 
presence  of  water.     Also  used  to  refer  to  vege 
tation    that     grows     along 
springs. 


streams    or    around 


ROAD:  Vehicle  routes  which  have  been  improved 
and  maintained  by  mechanical  means  to  insure 
relatively  regular  and  continuous  use. 

STANDARD  METROPOLITAN  STATISTICAL  AREA  (SMSA):  A 
county  which  contains  at  least  one  city  of 
50,000  inhabitants  plus  as  many  adjacent  coun- 
ties as  are  metropolitan  in  character  and  are 
socially  integrated  with  the  central  city  or 
cities. 

STATUTORY  WILDERNESS:  An  area  designated  as 
wilcterness  by  Congress  and  signed  into  law  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

SOLITUDE:  The  state  of  being  alone  or  remote 
from  habitations;  isolation  in  a  lonely,  unfre- 
quented or  secluded  place. 

STRATEGIC  MINERALS:  Minerals  essential  to  the 
national  defense,  for  the  supply  of  which  the 
United  States  is  wholly  or  in  part  dependent  on 
sources  outside  its  continental  limits,  and  for 
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which  strict  measures  are  needed  to  control 
conservation  and  distribution. 

SUITABILITY:  As  used  in  the  Wilderness  Act  and 
in  the  Federal  land  Iblicy  and  Management  Act, 
refers  to  a  recommendation  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  or  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
that  certain  Federal  Lands  satisfy  the  defini- 
tion of  wilderness  in  the  Wilderness  Act  and 
have  been  appropriate  for  designation  as  wilder- 
ness on  the  basis  of  an  analysis  of  the  existing 
and  potential  uses  of  the  land. 

THREATENED  SPECIES:  Any  species  likely  to  be- 
come endangered  within  the  foreseeable  future 
throughout  all  or  a  significant  part  of  its 
range. 

TIRUST  FAULT:  A  reverse  fault  that  is  charac- 
terized by  a  low  angle  of  inclination. 

UNMANAGEABLE:  There  is  a  substantial  number  of 
management  conflicts  or  a  few  significant  con- 
flicts with  potential  to  impair  or  destroy  wil- 
derness values;  these  conflicts  cannot  be  miti- 
gated. Examples  include:  extensive  or  singu- 
larly strategically  located  valid  existing 
rights  with  high  to  moderate  probability  of 
development,  lack  of  topographic  or  vegetative 
screening. 

OITLITY  CORRIDOR:  A  parcel  of  land,  without 
fixed  limits  or  boundaries,  that  is  being  used 
as  the  location  of  one  or  more  utility 
rights-of-way. 

VALID  DISCOVERY:  A  discovery  of  minerals  where 
the  evidence  is  of  such  a  character  that  a 
person  of  ordinary  prudence  would  be  justified 
in  the  further  expenditure  of  his  labor  and 
means,  with  a  reasonable  expectation  of  success, 
to  develop  a  valuable  mine,  and  where  the 
requirements  of  the  statutes  have  been  met. 

VEGETATION  MANTIFUIATTON:  Alteration  of  vegeta- 
tion by  fire,  mechanical,  chemical  or  biological 
means  to  meet  management  objectives. 

WAY:  A  trail  maintained  solely  by  the  passage 
of  vehicles. 

WILDERNESS:  The  definition  contained  in  Section 
2(c)  of  the  Wilderness  Act  of  1964  (78  Stat. 
891) ,  "A  wilderness  in  contrast  with  those  areas 
where  man  and  his  own  works  dominate  the  land- 


scape is  hereby  recognized  as  an  area  where  the 
earth  and  its  ccmmuiity  of  life  are  untrammeled 
by  man,  where  man  himself  is  a  visitor  who  does 
not  remain.  An  area  of  wilderness  is  further 
defined  to  mean  ...  an  area  of  undeveloped 
Federal  land  retaining  its  primeval  character 
and  influence,  without  permanent  improvements  or 
habitation,  which  is  protected  and  managed  so  as 
to  preserve  its  natural  conditions  and  which  (1) 
generally  appears  to  have  been  affected  primar- 
ily by  the  forces  of  nature,  with  the  imprint  of 
man's  work  substantially  unnoticeable;  (2)  has 
outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  or  a 
primitive  and  unconfined  type  of  recreation;  (3) 
has  at  least  five  thousand  acres  of  land  or  is 
of  sufficient  size  as  to  make  practicable  its 
preservation  and  use  in  an  unimpaired  condition; 
and  (4)  may  also  contain  ecological,  geological 
or  other  features  of  scientific,  educational, 
scenic  or  historical  value." 

WTLIERNESS  OftRACTERISTICS:      Identified  by  Con- 
gress in  the  1964  Wilderness  Act:    namely,  size, 
naturalness,  outstanding  opportunities  for  soli- 
tude or  a  primitive  and  unconfined  type  of  rec- 
reation, and  supplemental  values  such  as  ecolo- 
gical,   archaeological,    historical,    ecological, 
scenic  or  other  features.      It  is  required  that 
the  area  possess  at  least  5,000  acres  or  more  of 
contiguous  public  land  or  be  of  a  size   to  make 
practical    its  preservation  and  use  in  an  unim- 
paired  condition;    be    substantially  natural    or 
generally  appear  to  have  been  affected  primarily 
by  the  forces  of  nature  with  the  imprint  of  man 
being    substantially  unnoticeable;    and   have  ei- 
ther outstanding  opportunities  for  solitude  or  a 
primitive    and    unconfined    type    of    recreation. 
Congress  said  a  wilderness  area  may  have  supple- 
mental values,  which  include  ecological,  geolo- 
gical or   other    features   of    scientific,    educa- 
tional,   scenic   or  historical   value.      Ibwever, 
the  presence  or  absence   of  supplemental  valuas 
could  not  make  or  eliminate  an  area  for  wilder- 
ness designation. 

WTLLERNESS  INVENTORY:  An  evaluation  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  form  of  a  written  description 
and  map  showing  those  lands  that  meet  the  wil- 
derness criteria  as  established  under  section 
603(a)  of  FLPMA  and  section  2(c)  of  the  Wilder- 
ness Act. 

WILEERNESS  MANAGEMENT:  The  management  of  human 
use  and  influence  on  lands  which  have  been  de- 
signated by  an  Act  of  Congress  as  wilderness. 
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WILEERNESS  MANAGEMENT  POLICY:  A  BIK  policy  do- 
cument prescribing  the  gsneral  objectives,  pol- 
icies, and  specific  activity  guidance  applicable 
to  all  designated  B1M  wilderness  areas.  Speci- 
fic management  objectives,  requirements  and 
decisions  implementing  administrative  practices 
and  visitor  activities  in  individual  wilderness 
areas  are  developed  and  described  in  the  wilder- 
ness management  plan  for  each  unit. 

WILEERNESS  HtOGRAM:  All  wilderness  activities 
of  the  Bureau  of  land  Management  including  in- 
ventory, study,  management  and  administrative 
functions. 

WILEERNESS  REVIEW:  The  wilderness  inventory 
study  and  reporting  phases  of  the  wilderness 
program  of  the  Bureau  of  land  Management. 


WILEERNESS  STUDY:  The  process  which  specifies 
how  each  wilderness  study  area  must  be  studied 
through  the  BIM  planning  system,  analyzing  all 
resources,  values,  and  uses  within  the  WSA  to 
determine  whether  the  area  will  be  recommended 
as  suitable  or  nonsuitable  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation. 

WILEERNESS  STUDY  AREA  (WSA) :  An  area  determined 
to  have  wilderness  characteristics.  Study  areas 
will  be  subject  to  interdisciplinary  analysis 
and  public  comment  to  determine  wilderness  suit- 
ability. Suitable  areas  will  be  recommended  to 
the  President  and  Congress  for  wilderness  desig- 
nation. 

WEUERNESS  S'HJDY  POLICY:  A  BIM  policy  document 
outlining  the  procedures  to  determine  a  Wilder- 
ness Study  Area's  suitability  or  nonsuitability 
for  wilderness  designation. 
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